
 

 

 

 

FROM 

THE PRESIDENT’S HANGAR – 
APRIL 2009 
 

The Washington Pilot’s Association 
has a record of accomplishments in 
many areas of aviation. A primary 

reason for this is the strong sense of 
community shared by all pilots 
everywhere. Meeting another pilot 

anywhere in the world is always a 
happy occasion. We all share 
something important and we know it. I 

believe that WPA’s greatest achievements still lie ahead. Your 
board of directors and officers are already working on it. 
There are also responsibilities that come with membership. One of these is to be informed 

on the challenges facing our organization and to accept responsibility for overcoming them. 
Sometimes it’s money. Sometimes it’s dedicating the time needed to help. And sometimes 
it’s being an example which others may follow. Sometimes it’s all of this and more. In my 

opinion, in these times, we truly need everything and everyone to pull together for the 
common good. 
I promise openness a willingness to accept new ideas. These next few years can be years of 

growth and renewal; they could be years of lost opportunities. Let’s not let that happen. 
Let’s lift up the membership with enthusiasm and encouragement.  
The time for true teamwork is now. Teamwork makes the dream work. 

 
Blue Skies 
Chip LaPlante 

President 
North Sound Chapter 
Washington Pilot’s Association 
  

Hangar Talk 
Official Newsletter of the North Sound Chapter of the Washington Pilot’s Association 

On Final, the President’s Corner 
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Editor’s Notes 

Be sure to note that special day for our 

Monthly NSWPA meeting.  Thursday was 

not available this month so we moved the 

meeting to the day ahead.  It should  be a 

great meeting so come and enjoy a nice 

spring evening. 

 

The news regarding the general aviation 

industry is concerning.  The major 

manufacturers, Cessna, Piper, etc., are slowing 

production rates.  Cirrus production has 

declined as well.  I am really ready for the 

economy to turn around and to aircraft back in 

the air once again. 

 

This month there is another flying story, three 

pilots, 

three 

airplanes and three 

lunches.   

Note that next month our meeting will be on a 

Tuesday night, May 12th.  This will be our 

opportunity to talk to CBP .  It should be an 

interesting evening. 

That is about it this month.  See everyone on 

Wednesday night 

 

Have a great spring flight. 

Wayne Landis 
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A $100 Roast Beef Sandwich in Port Townsend 

So on Monday March 30 three Cessnas, a 177B, a 
182 and a 210 all flew to Port 
Townsend for lunch.  The ceiling 
was a little low at BLI but visibility 
was not too bad so we launched 
south.  I took off first with the 
Cardinal and actually made good 
time south to 0S9.  Whidbey 
Approach was great, they kept me on 
120.7 all the way to the southern 
extent of their airspace.  I could hear 
Les call approach behind me.  The 
weather got better the farther south 
we got until Port Townsend was a 
high ceiling and with only moderate 
winds.  In order to avoid the special 
airspace to the east I flew over the 
airport to enter the right downwind for 

runway 09.  As I touched down and taxied to parking I could see the 
182 come into the pattern.  Well the two of us parked and waited for Paul in his 210 to come into the 
pattern.  Well, he finally made it and we did comment that it took a  long time for a 210, apparently 
Paul took the roundabout way. 
 
Lunch was at the Spruce Goose Café right at the airport.  We had great sandwiches and even desert.  
We talked about flying, dentistry, nose art on WW2 aircraft and it was almost too good the leave.  The 
sun came out, it was warm and our stomachs full.  All good things do end and so we left for BLI.  I 
was tail end Charlie on the way back, and the ceilings again got lower the closer to BLI we got.  
Traffic was so slow that again Whidbey left us on 118.20 all the way home.  As I got on tower 
frequency I could hear Les and Paul call in and land, the familiar voices of the tower are always a good 
homecoming.  At Eliza Island I could easily see the coastline in front of the airport so it was an 
easy pattern entry and landing. 
 
As summer gets here why don’t we 
arrange some more fly outs.  There are 
many more airports with restaurants that 
NSWPA could visit.  Avgas and food, 
what wonderful smells! 
 
Happy Flying 
 
Wayne 
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Local Fuel Costs April 5, 2009 
The information is from Airnav (http://www.airnav.com/fuel/local. html) to get 
local prices in the area on April 5, 2009.  In the last few months fuel prices seem to 
have stabilized, I hope it stays that way through the summer. 
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Monthly Speakers 

Brian Webb is an Air Interdiction  Agent for the US Department of Homeland 
Security, Customs and Border Patrol Air and Marine Branch.  This should 

be a great time to learn about the issues with crossing 
the US/Canada border and other 

issues.  The Bellingham CBP 

Branch also flew missions in 
support of assessing the damage 
due to the January Flooding.  

Note the special meeting time and 
it will be at the WECU Facility. 
 

May 12th Tuesday Speaker---Brian Webb Customs and 
Border Patrol 

 Joanne and Wally Weller have owned 

property on the north end of Blakely Island, 
properly known as San Juan Aviation Estates 
since Dec. of 1986.  They moved from 

Mercer Island, and became full time 
Blakely residents in 1995.  Joanne is a 
retired Canadian nurse and history 

buff.   Wally is a retired airline pilot who 
has been flying since 1957, and has built 
a Seawind amphibian which is still in 

testing. 

April 8th Wednesday Speaker---Joanne and Wally Weller 
and flying from Blakely Island 
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North Sound Chapter WPA Control Tower 
Hangar Talk Newsletter is the official 

Publication of the North Sound 
Chapter of the W.P.A. 

 PRESIDENT  
Chip LaPlante 
kidkomet@comcast.net 
360-671-4359 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Les Seelye 
lseelye@att.net 
360-393-9170  
 
TREASURER Paul Zosel 
360-671-1819 
paulzosel@nas.com 
 
DIRECTORS 
Doug Fenton 
360-332-2515 
dougf104@attbi.com 
 
Jeff Geer 
360-920-4181 
jeff.geer@comcast.net 
 
PROGRAM CHAIRPERSON 

Maureen Griggs 
360-734-9013 
mgriggs9617y@comcast.net 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR/Director 
Wayne Landis 
360-647-8206 
landiswg@comcast.net 
 
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 

Just about anyone willing to help! 
Deadline for the next issue is 

January 30, 2008 
 
WEBSITE 

STATE http://www.wpaflys.org 
LOCAL http://www.wpaflys.org/ Chapters/ 
North_Sound.htm 
Articles for submission can either be e-mailed to: 
landiswg@comcast.net 
Or sent c/o: 
HANGAR TALK 

4158 Ridgewood Ave 
Bellingham, WA 98229 

 
JOIN NOW 

Join your fellow pilots and aviation enthusiasts. 
Become a member of the North Sound Chapter of 
the Washington Pilots’ Association. The North 
Sound Chapter represents members from 
Whatcom, Skagit, and San Juan Counties. To be a 
member, you need not be a pilot but only have an 
interest in and promote general aviation. 
 
Name (last, first, middle initial) 
 
 
Spouse if applicable (last, first, middle initial) 
 
 
Address (street, apartment number) 
 
City 
 
State zip 
 
Phone number: 
Email address: 
The $31 Chapter dues are comprised of $19 State 
and $12 Local dues. Also offered, on a voluntary 
basis, is a year subscription to the GA News for 
$25. 
 
STATE DUES 
_____ $19 STANDARD 
 
LOCAL DUES 
_____ $12 ALL 
 
GA NEWS 
_____ $25 VOLUNTARY 
 
TOTAL ENCLOSED 
_____ 
Please mail the completed form and check 
(payable to North Sound WPA) to Paul Zosel, North 
Sound Chapter WPA Treasurer, 2719 
Willow Lane, Bellingham, WA, 98226. 


