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6:30 p.m.

Bergstrom’s Aircraft
Pasco PSC

SPEAKER:
Heidi Williams
Senior Director

Airports
AOPA

President’s Message by Marjy Leggett

This is a great time to be a pilot!  The weather looks like it might be in our favor for a while 
and there are fly-ins and activities almost every weekend—sometimes several activities on 
the same day!  Take a look at the calendar of activities put together by Doug Cheney of Mar-
tin Field at the end of this newsletter.  Thanks, Doug, for your diligent work and effort.  

I encourage you to fly as much as you can while this freedom is still available to us.  Over 
the weekend of May 15-16, I flew to GA Days at Paine Field.  What a thrill it was to see the 
meticulously restored P-51, P-47, and P-40 wheeled out of the Flying Heritage Collection 
Museum and flown before the crowds.  I would estimate that a couple of thousand people 
turned out to enjoy the planes, send their kids on Young Eagle flights, and partake in the 
“Taste of Mukilteo”.   I had an opportunity to meet the Flying Heritage Collection Executive 
Director, Adrian Hunt, who escorted us on a behind-the-scenes tour and shared the stories 
behind the retrieval of the planes in Paul Allen’s collection, each of which, by the way, is in 
flyable condition.

Locally, the Vista Field Young Eagle Rally was a great success.  Perfect weather helped 
bring out the largest turnout in years for that airport.  Our eight volunteer pilots gave rides to 
80 Young Eagles.  Aviation is still alive and continues to appeal to people of all ages.

Thanks to the WPA and a number of local supporters, we remain optimistic about Vista 
Field’s future.  With five Kennewick City Council members and two Port of Kennewick 
Commissioners up for election, it is a unique opportunity to fill those positions with people 
who see the value of airports and have a vision for what Vista Field truly could be.  The fil-
ing date is the week of June 1-5.  If you know of anyone who is interested in running, have 
him or her contact me.  We need strong candidates with a passion for the needs of the com-
munity.

Our plight to save Vista Field has not gone unnoticed.  We have support from people 
throughout the state and even across the country.  Last week I got a call from John Collins, 
Senior Liaison of Airports, and Heidi Williams, Senior Director of Airports, of the Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) informing me that Heidi will be coming out to 
Washington to attend the final Long-Term Air Transportation (LATS) meeting, then will 
head over to the Tri-Cities to discuss Vista Field.  She will be our guest speaker at the Tri-
Cities WPA meeting Thursday, May 28 where she will answer questions about what the 
AOPA is doing, what we can do, and she will tackle other issues facing pilots right now, 
along with a question and answer session.  This is a unique opportunity to speak directly to 
the AOPA.  I urge you to come and participate in this face to face meeting.

Our goal to save Vista Field is on a fast track.  The Friends of Vista Field has been resur-
rected.  Soon Vista Field will have its own website.   You will be able to go to 
www.vistafield.org to read about the latest news, find out information, history, and become 
better informed about boundaries, regulations, and land use affecting that airport.  

Things are looking up!  Yes, it’s a great time to be a pilot!    
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Next Meeting—Meet the AOPA

In Horton Hears a Who by Dr. Seuss, it took the collective cry of the commu-
nity to receive a response to the people of Whoville.  Kennewick’s collective 
cry may have finally been heard.  

Heidi Williams, Senior Director of Airports, representing the Aircraft Owners 
and Pilots Association (AOPA) will be coming all the way from Frederick, 
Maryland to the Tri-Cities to talk to the local pilots.  She will discuss Vista 
Field, tell what the AOPA is doing to help, and let you know what you can do to 
save Vista Field.  She will also talk about the latest developments with the TSA 
directive, the new rules for crossing the U.S. borders, and will open the meeting 
up for questions.

Earlier in the day, Heidi will tour Vista Field and meet with the Port Director.  
With airports facing closure across the country, we are fortunate to have AOPA 
make a special stop here in the Tri-Cities.  

The meeting starts at 6:30 pm at Bergstrom Aircraft at the Tri-Cities Airport, 
Pasco.

Note:  Due to the sudden availability of a guest from the AOPA joining us, we 
are postponing the program originally scheduled for the May meeting to June.  
Plan to bring pictures and ideas of great places to fly to the June meeting when 
we can share our favorite destinations.

WPA Mission Statement:

“To Advance the Interests of 

General Aviation in 

Washington State 

Through Advocacy, 

Outreach, Education, and 

Social Activities.”

WPA Tri-Cities

Contact Information:

President: Marjy Leggett

MarjyL@charter.net

(509) 547-4347

If you know of 

other businesses 

who would like to 

participate in the 

Business Partnership Program,

 contact Marjy Leggett at 

MarjyL@charter.net or 

(509) 5474347

WPA Hears from Pasco Director of Airports

Director of Airports Jim Morasch of the Port of Pasco 
was the guest speaker at the April WPA Tri-Cities meet-
ing.  He gave a brief history of the airport, which ex-
ploded from a little airstrip amid a few farmers’ fields to 
an important Naval Air Training Station during WWII.  
Over 2000 acres were turned over to the U.S. Govern-
ment.  Amazingly, the Port still owns over 2000 acres 
today!  

Discussing the growth and projects that have occurred to date, Mr. Morasch said 
the Stimulus Package will enable the Port to improve its runways and take care of 
projects which would otherwise have to wait until the Port had the funds.  

Pilots questioned the impact the TSA Directive 8F (SD-08F) requiring badges and 
background checks will have on pilots and their guests using the airport.  Mr. Mo-
rasch stated that the directive is an imposition on everyone and the airport manage-
ment has written letters of protest.  Although they are hoping for delays, the direc-
tive is expected to take effect on June 1st.  The directive does not provide funding, 
yet the program would carry a high cost to the airport and its users for the back-
ground checks, the badges, and replacing security gate equipment.

The pilots appreciated the frank discussion and sincere answers to their questions.  
A special thanks to Mr. Jim Morasch for his time and interest in speaking to the 
Tri-Cities WPA!
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New Rules for Flying Outside the U.S.

If you plan any flights that depart or return to the USA, Customs & Border Protection 
(CBP) is implementing a new rule requiring advance notification of the flight and pas-
sengers aboard effective at midnight tonight.  You MUST notify CBP via the internet 
only at least 60 minutes before your departure from any US airport or foreign airport.  It 
applies to any flight outside the Continental US.  The system is called Electronic Ad-
vance Passenger Information System, or eAPIS.

If you have been procrastinating, the time is now to register with CBP.  You will have 
to await their reply message (may take a couple of days) with your unique Sender ID 
and initial password.  Here's the link to register, https://eapis.cbp.dhs.gov/.

Before you can file a departure, you will have to login to the same CBP site, with the ID 
and password sent to you and reset your password.  CBP is requiring changes to the 
password every 90 days.  After successful login, establish your "Crew & Pilot Informa-
tion."  You must use the current information on your pilot certificate and passport.  If 
you changed your mailing address, but not your pilot certificate, that could be a prob-
lem.  Time to get rid of that paper certificate.  Besides, you will need a certificate that 
says "English Proficient" by March 2010.

PRINT a copy of everything CBP sends you when you file a manifest, take it with you 
on the flights, call the CBP facility at your arrival airport in the US at least 60 minutes 
before your ETA.  It is not clear to any CBP personnel whether the eAPIS replaces the 
normal report we have made for years.

If you encounter any problems, get the CBP officer's name or badge number.  AOPA 
would be interested in identifying any problems. 

Here's a link to a very well done course prepared by AOPA Air Safety Foundation.

http://flash.aopa.org/asf/eAPIS/

USE eAPIS, first violation is $5000 by CBP plus whatever the FAA does to you.  If you 
do not have AOPA's Services Legal Plan, maybe its time you signed up, http://
www.aopa.org/info/certified/lsp/.

Jack W. Tunstill
AOPA Airport Support Network
Albert Whitted Airport (KSPG), Florida
727-415-3357
warjacaviation@aol.com

Have you printed your 

WPA Membership Card?  

Don’t miss out on 

Member Benefits  
with our 

Business Partners.

To Print Your Card, Go To:   

www.wpaflys.org 
and 

Click on the link: 

Printing Membership Cards.

LEGXXX123

2009

Local Membership Benefits Program
Show your WPA Membership Card and receive the following benefits from the follow-

Business and Contact Location Types of Benefit Offered

Bergstrom Aircraft, Inc KPSC  10 cent discount per gallon on fuel

 10% off pilot supplies & gift shop items, including 
Washington wines

 Cannot be combined with any other discounts

McCormick Air Center
Teresa Hart (509) 348-1680

KYKM  25 cent per gallon discount on fuel (Full Service)

 10% Discount on VFR/IFR Certification

 10% Discount on I-COM & Garmin Handheld 
Radio and GPS

McAllister Museum
Roberta Dela Houssaye (509) 457-4933
Call to arrange

KYKM  10 cent per gallon discount on fuel
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