
DECEMBER 2017 - JANUARY 2018

Washington Pilots Association
PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE
Bellevue, WA 98004-9721

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Swanson Airport Support ........................1
WA Aviation Legislation ..........................1
Pullman-Moscow Airport ........................2
WSAA Update ..........................................3
Simulators................................................3
One-of-a-Kind Aircraft ...........................6
Veterans’ Fall Flight ...............................7
Moody Aviation Invite .............................7
Cascade Locks Update ............................7
Eagle Release ..........................................8

“Well, I 
guess the flying 
season’s over,” 
said a pilot re-
cently, looking at 
yet another day 
of rain. I had to 
think about that a 
while. Certainly, 
after months of 
blue skies here 
in the Northwest, 
even though a 
week of rain, 
snow, and ice in 

the clouds seems discouraging, I think that 
we just move into a different sort of fly-
ing season. First, consider that with cooler 
temps, density altitudes are lower. Airplanes 
like that: shorter takeoffs, steeper climbs, air 
that seems more solid. Second, VFR days 
seem more precious. I find myself watching 
the weather and looking forward to a break 
in the clouds, eagerly anticipating a day to go 
up. Third, it’s easier to maintain night cur-
rency when it’s dark by 5PM instead of hav-
ing to wait until 10. 

  There are other good reasons to 
take every opportunity to fly and they in-
volve our airplanes. Airplanes like to fly. 
The Continental and Lycoming reps will say 
that the best thing you can do for the longev-
ity of your engine is make sure it operates at 
full power for at least an hour each week. Oil 
circulates, lubricates, and the high operating 
temps burn off any moisture condensed by 
sitting in a cold hangar or created by com-
bustion. A short ground run won’t do it. How 
do we run at full power for an hour? Well, 
those pancake breakfasts and $100 hamburg-
ers aren’t going to eat themselves…

 DART update: The Washington 
Airborne Disaster Response Team is form-
ing and you can be a part. We are creating a 
list of GA pilots willing to be of assistance in 
the case of a regional disaster. Small aircraft 
are an agile, quickly dispatchable resource 
that could service localities isolated by fires, 
landslides, earthquakes, volcanoes, etc. that 
might occur here in our region. We’re coor-
dinating with the Oregon Pilots Association 
which is doing the same thing. We anticipate 
transporting essential personnel (doctors, 
nurses, bridge engineers) and essential sup-
plies (food, medicine). 

 If you are willing to be listed and 
consider a request for help please send me 
an email at george.steed@gmail.com subject 
line: Washington DART. I’ll send a form to 
be filled out. We may never be called but it’s 
always better to be prepared. 

 Finally, I recently attended the 
Washington State Community Airport Man-
agers Association conference. I was amazed 
and impressed by the amount of preparation, 
effort, and hard work that goes into protect-
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Message…
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Swanson 
Airport 
Supporters 
Fight Back

Cui bono? It is indeed an old Latin phrase, 
one that is still used today in legal terms. Its 
meaning? Who stands to gain, usually from a 
crime, and therefore might have been respon-
sible for it.

Let me tell you a story about the small town 
of Eatonville, nestled in the shadow of Mt. Rain-
ier. This town boasts a 3000 foot, paved runway 
that has an unusual public-private partnership. 
The airstrip itself is divided into three parcels. 
The northernmost parcel (about 400 feet long) is 
owned by Eatonville itself, while the large bulk 
of the strip is in two parcels, and owned by a 
private party. The strip is listed as municipal, it 
is open to the public, has an airport overlay zone 
but is mostly under private ownership.

The Eatonville airport, like many other 
small airports, has been under siege from devel-
opers for the past decade. At one time, Harold 
(Hal) Burlingame (the owner of the two largest 
parcels that make up the airport) thought about 
donating the airstrip to the town since it already 
owned the northernmost parcel. He offered to 
donate the remaining two parcels, and the town 
considered it. But developers sought to build 
on all the land around the airport. They wanted 
to pack the homes in with greater and greater 
density -- smaller and smaller backyards as they 
were doing in other neighborhoods. The town 
acquiesced, greedy for the permit money. And 
for awhile, permit money flowed readily.

But then the economy changed, and the 
permit money dried up, and the town found 
itself with a lifestyle it could no longer afford. 
When the town allowed a development to en-
croach on airport space, fellow pilot Steve Van 
Cleve sued the town, and an airport overlay dis-
trict was formed limiting the types of develop-
ment that can be placed around the airport. No 
high rises, no big apartment complexes, half-
acre lot sizes, but light industry and aviation-
related businesses are allowed.

So the town decided to let the airport lan-
guish by inactivity. No one who worked for the 
town ever sought out any businesses that would 
be a compatible fit for that airport.

Viewing all of this, Mr. Burlingame with-
drew his offer of a donation of the two large par-
cels that make up the vast majority of the strip. 
His widow, Sharon Burlingame said that when 
a council member called Hal to tell him that the 
papers for the donation were ready to be signed, 
Hal’s answer was not just “No”, but “Oh, hell 
no.”

Fast-forward a few more years, and Hal 
succumbed to the ravages of old age and died 
in 2012. Mrs. Burlingame inherited the airport 
along with the rest of her husband’s holdings. 
While not a pilot herself, she fully supported her 
husband’s vision of the airport.

Then a developer purchased land on the 
south end of the airport. He wanted to build 
much denser housing, put in mini-storage units 
on a piece of ground directly next to the airstrip 
itself, willfully exposing the public to hazards 
that an airport can produce.

The town chose to disregard the town’s 
Planning Commission recommendations. They 
chose to disregard the Open Public Meeting Act 
that the state has in place to guarantee a free 
and open discussion of matters that pertain to 
all. They closeted in a questionable executive 
session, and suddenly council members, who 
had pledged to support an open public airport, 
changed their votes. The developer got his wish-
es.

(Continued on page 6)

Aviation Legislative 
Update

The Legislature will convene their short, 60-day legislative 
session on Jan. 8. Last year was very successful with the passage 
of the aviation license plate legislation and an increase in the al-
lowable grant amount for general aviation projects. This session 
I will once again be working on legislation related to the aviation 
industry.

A new bill I am drafting would use take some of the existing 
aviation-fuel-tax dollars and have them go directly to aviation 
infrastructure. We have seen the funding gap increase between 
the amount of dollars needed for aviation projects, and the actual 
dollars we are receiving in the transportation budget for aviation-
related projects and preservation. Currently, the aviation sales 
tax dollars go directly into the general fund. 

I am also still hopeful we can reach an agreement on the leg-
islation I sponsored that would establish a community aviation 
revitalization loan program. It would provide a funding mecha-
nism for capital and preservation projects at some of Washing-
ton’s smaller public-use airports. I have mentioned this legisla-
tion before. It passed the House last year with strong bipartisan 
support, 95-2. We will be working with the Senate to get that bill, or a similar version, to the 
governor’s desk in 2018. 

My work on aviation is not all related to specific legislation. I have been selected to the 
stakeholder group that will be working on the Washington State Air Cargo Movement Study. 
The study was part of the transportation budget passed by the Legislature in the 2017 legisla-
tive session.

The objectives of the Air Cargo Movement Study include:
• Educating policy makers about air cargo movement at Washington airports;
• Exploring possibilities for accommodating the growing air cargo market at more air-

ports around the state; and,
• Identifying the state’s interest and role in addressing issues arising from air cargo 

congestion.
I also had the opportunity to meet with Bill Moody, a representative with the Global Su-

pertanker Response team. Their firefighting plane is a B747-400 SuperTanker. It has a capacity 
of more than 19,000 gallons. I wanted to learn more about it. It could an amazing resource to 
have if we can show it would work for us in Washington state. I am still doing research; how 
agile is the plane, is it cost-effective, if you are dumping that much water or retardant at a time 
are we losing much before it hits the ground? I am working on answers to those questions and 
others. I will be in Colorado Springs later this year at the Legislative Academy and hope to get 
a firsthand look at the plane and their operations. 

If you ever have comments or ideas for aviation-related legislation, please do not hesi-
tate to get in touch with me. You may email me at tom.dent@leg.wa.gov or contact my of-
fice at 360-786-7932. You can also sign up for my email updates by visiting my website at  
www.RepresentativeTomDent.com. 

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident of Washington and has been a professional pilot since 1976, 
accumulating more than 20,000-logged hours. He holds an Airline Transport Pilot Certificate 
multi-engine land with commercial privileges single engine land. Tom is also a Certificated 
Flight Instructor for both single and multi-engine airplane and instrument airplane. He lives on 
his ranch with his family, the Flying T, seven miles northeast of Moses Lake. Tom represents 
the 13th District and is serving his second term in the state House of Representatives.

State Rep. Tom Dent 
(R-Moses Lake) 
represents the 13th 
Legislative District

(Continued on page 6)

Dr. Marcie Logsdon of WSU’s Veteri-
narian School, holding rehabilitated 
eagle, and WPA Past President Dave 
Lucke prepare to transport the eagle to 
Electric City for release. 

(See Full Story on page 8)

By Rep. Tom Dent (R-Moses Lake)

By Nancy Adams
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Pullman-Moscow Regional
3200 Airport Complex N Pullman, WA  99163

Airport Businesses and Visitors

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

AIRPORT BUSINESSES
Counties in Impact Region: Whitman
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs on the airport footprint (excluding businesses that are not aviation-dependent).
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs located on the airport footprint.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Estimated Economic Impact Direct Total Impact
Jobs                            63 77
Labor Income  $            1,900,000 2,377,000
Output  $            5,400,000 6,800,000

VISITOR SPENDING
Impact Region: Washington State (once visitors land they may spend their money throughout the state).
Total Visitor Spending: Estimated total annual spending by visitors traveling through this airport.
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs supported by the total estimated visitor expenditures.
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs supported by visitor expenditures.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original visitor spending that remains in the state (some visitor spending

dollars paid to businesses will be exported out of the state).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Total Estimated Visitor Spending: 5,122,400$            
Direct Indirect/Induced Total Impact All State Impacts % State Impact

Jobs                           54                            27 81 94,000 0.09%
Labor Income  $           1,500,000  $            1,200,000 2,700,000$          3,311,700,000$     0.08%
Output  $           4,400,000 3,800,000$            8,200,000$          10,160,600,000$   0.08%

FISCAL IMPACTS

Estimated Taxes Paid to Each Jurisdiction Type
Cities Counties Special Districts State Total Taxes

Airport Businesses  $                70,000  $                 31,000  $               12,000  $           1,200,000 1,313,000$          
Visitors  $                42,000  $                 44,000  $               43,000  $              250,000 379,000$             
Total  $              112,000  $                 75,000  $               55,000  $           1,450,000  $         1,692,000 
NOTE: Tax estimates include Aircraft Excise Tax, Property Tax, Business & Occupation Tax, Sales Tax, Aviation Fuel Tax,
            State and Local Utility Taxes, Rental Car Tax, and Lodging Tax.
            Special Districts include Transit, Schools, Hospitals, Fire, EMS, Parks, Ports, Utilities, and others.

Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced

                                                          14 
 $                                              477,000 
 $                                           1,400,000 
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Ed Carlson Memorial - South Lewis County
5239 Jackson Highway Toledo, WA  98591

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 20 Federal: Airport Elevation:              375 
Associated City: Toledo Approach Category:
County: Lewis State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: County Govt. Number: 2 FAA: IIB
Owner: Lewis County Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/15/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 3 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -
Medical Transport Single-Engine 66
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 3 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 2 AIS Last Updated: 12/17/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 3 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 1 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 78 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/23/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 0 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 78 21 239
Operations 21,750 - 90,006

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-
-
-

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

B: 91 to < 
121 knots

General Aviation Airport

Asphalt,Asphalt

Ed Carlson Memorial Field is in Lewis County, 3 mi. north of Toledo. The Airport has 38 based
aircraft, 36 single-engine and 2 multi-engine piston-powered. The latest available data indicate that
the Airport had 23,625 annual operations. The Airport has one runway. Runway 5-23 is 4,960 feet
long, 150 feet wide, has an asphalt surface, and is equipped with pilot controlled medium intensity
runway lights. There are no published instrument approaches to the Airport.

y
Service

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 630 0 0 1000
Military Local 630 1260 1260 0
Commercial Air Taxi 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 20378 27250 27250 15250
General Local 5872 7853 7853 5500
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Ed Carlson Memorial - South Lewis County
5239 Jackson Highway Toledo, WA  98591

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 20 Federal: Airport Elevation:              375 
Associated City: Toledo Approach Category:
County: Lewis State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: County Govt. Number: 2 FAA: IIB
Owner: Lewis County Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/15/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 3 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -
Medical Transport Single-Engine 66
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 3 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 2 AIS Last Updated: 12/17/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 3 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 1 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 78 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/23/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 0 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 78 21 239
Operations 21,750 - 90,006

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-
-
-

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

B: 91 to < 
121 knots

General Aviation Airport

Asphalt,Asphalt

Ed Carlson Memorial Field is in Lewis County, 3 mi. north of Toledo. The Airport has 38 based
aircraft, 36 single-engine and 2 multi-engine piston-powered. The latest available data indicate that
the Airport had 23,625 annual operations. The Airport has one runway. Runway 5-23 is 4,960 feet
long, 150 feet wide, has an asphalt surface, and is equipped with pilot controlled medium intensity
runway lights. There are no published instrument approaches to the Airport.

y
Service

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 630 0 0 1000
Military Local 630 1260 1260 0
Commercial Air Taxi 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 20378 27250 27250 15250
General Local 5872 7853 7853 5500
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Pullman-Moscow Regional
3200 Airport Complex N Pullman, WA  99163

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 09 Federal: Airport Elevation:           2,555 
Associated City: Pullman / Moscow, ID Approach Category:
County: Whitman State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: Arpt. Authority Number: 1 FAA: IIIC
Owner: City of Pullman/City of MoscowType(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/17/2010
Agricultural Spraying Jet 3 Number of Cargo Carriers 1
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 9 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -
Medical Transport Single-Engine 57
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 0 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 1 AIS Last Updated: 12/17/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 0 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 0 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 70 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/17/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 1 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 70 - 471
Operations 45,765 - 313,954 

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

33,500
33,500
33,500

Bombardier Q400

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

C: 121 to < 
141 knots

Commercial Service Airport - 
Primary

Asphalt

Pullman Moscow Regional is a public airport in Whitman County in Washington State, 2 mi. east of
Pullman, WA and 4 mi. west of Moscow, ID. The airport supports the Palouse region and is the
primary air link for Washington State University and the University of Idaho. The universities and
region utilize the airport for travel needs related to business, leisure, and athletic competition.
Alaska Airlines serves the airport with 3 direct flights to Seattle on Bombardier Q400 turboprop
aircraft.

Commercial

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 40 70 70 70
Military Local 40 0 0 0
Commercial Air Taxi 3552 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 3695 3695 3695
General Itinerant 16146 12000 12000 12000
General Local 14904 30000 30000 30000
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WPA Wings
A Publication of the Washington Pilots Association

227 Bellevue Way NE, PMB 397
Bellevue, WA 98004

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!

Please send articles via email to: wings@wpaflys.org

Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:
PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE

Bellevue, WA 98004-9721

WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions 
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

Located in the rolling hills of the Palouse, 
the Pullman/Moscow Regional Airport is work-
ing to meet all FAA regulations and poses on the 
brink of that realization. 

The new runway realignment and construc-
tion started in the summer of 2015, moving dirt 
that was on airport property. The 500-feet longer 
and 50-feet wider runway with an ILS is sched-
uled for completion in 2019. Doug Gadwa, own-
er and manager of Inter-State Aviation, says, “It 
has been truly amazing watching 12 earth mov-
ers moving at 40 mph changing the landscape.” 
The estimated cost will be 120-million. Unfor-
tunately the airport does not offer tie-downs, so 
bring your own. 

The airport began in the early days of 
WWII, when it was used as a ROTC training 
program for Washington State University and 
University of Idaho cadets. The early photos 
show approximately 15 Champs and J3 cubs 
which were used as trainers. At that time the field 
was half the length that it is now and was grass.

Inter-State Aviation, the only FBO on the 
field, is a full-service facility. TThey recently 
added two flight instructors to their staff making 
a total of three instructors available. Students can 
also obtain a tail-wheel endorsement from Gad-
wa in his J-3 Cub. Rental aircraft include two 
C-152’s, two C-172’s, four C-182’s, one RG182, a 
Piper Arrow and three C-206’s. The C182’s and 

C-206’s are also used for charters into the Idaho 
backcountry and fire patrol from the Salmon 
River to the Canadian border. Sight-seeing trips 
are also available. In the spring and summer 
Inter-State flies many photographers over the 
Palouse and Palouse Falls.

Maintenance is available, and for the past 
25 years Inter-State has been a Cessna Service 
Center selling Cessna parts with a substantial 
local inventory. Fuel is on hand at a self-serve 
island as well as on truck. At the self-serve pump 
Mogas alcohol free supreme is available along 
with 100LL and Jet A at a .25/gallon savings. 
Associated aviation retail items are available 
including oxygen refills, deicing, password free 
Wi-Fi and Inter-State boasts a quiet pilot lounge. 
Inter-State administers computerized testing and 
since UAG’s became available they have done 
over 100.

Over the years there have been a number of 
air-shows at Pullman-Moscow Airport as well as 
fly-ins and pancake breakfasts. One of the larg-
est groups to visit was the “Unofficial gathering 
of Cessna pilots”, the brain child of Judy Parish, 
which brought in 120 aircraft to the airport. In-
ter-State offers three rental cars. Uber, Avis and 
Budget are also available.

To top it all off, Inter-State will offer .15/gal-
lon off the cost of your next purchase of gas if 
you mention this article.

Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport

Early days at Pullman-Moscow Airport

Present day at Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport shows Inter-State Aviation

Ph: 509 991.6133
Fax: 509 276.7070

bill.flo.moore@gmail.com
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WSAA Legislative Update
By John Dobson , WPA Legislative Affairs Director, VP WSAA

Paine Chapter – Safety and Education Committee Report, George Futas, CFII

FAA is Considering 
Beneficial Changes to FAR’s 
Regarding Use of Simulators

The Washington State Aviation Alliance (WSAA), of which the Washington Pilots 
Association is a voting member, has been very busy this year. The Alliance serves as a col-
lective voice for aviation and airport related organizations “to protect and promote aviation 
in the State of Washington.”

Over the past year the Alliance has worked hard to support aviation … 
1. Sponsored Legislative Airport Awareness Day in Olympia with an evening reception 

to highlight the importance of airports to the state’s economy
2. WSAA members participate and often present at the monthly Aviation Legislative 

Caucus during session … “Bad things happening at airports” by the WPA
3. WSAA members testified in favor of HB 2413, Law enacted March 25th 2017. Bill 

simplified the late fee of aircraft registration to a flat $100
4. WSAA members participated at the Northwest Aviation Conference and Trade Show 

at the Puyallup Fair Event Center
5. WSAA members support HB 1018. Law enacted April 2017 to increase Airport grant 

funding from $250,000 to $750,000.
6. WSAA members support HB 1400. Law enacted April 2017 creating the Aviation Li-

cense Plate
7. WSAA members held their second General Membership Meeting at the Westin Bel-

levue to determine future priorities and elect officers. 
8. WSAA members worked with Governor’s office to declare June 2017 as General Avia-

tion Appreciation Month
9. WSAA weighs in along with some 175 other organizations AGAINST HR 2997 … so 

called Privatization bill
10. WSAA members participated and conducted presentations at the annual Washington 

State Airport Management Association (WAMA) conference.
11. WSAA members participated in the Washington Public Ports Association (WPPA) 

Annual Conference
Legislation was introduced in spring … pending Community Airport Revitalization Board

1. WSAA members have testified in favor of SB 5328 and HB 1656. There is a companion 
bill SB 5086 for Capitol funding. WSAA members recognize the need for airports to 
become financially self sustaining. These bills create a board that would lend money to 
airports for revenue generating projects. The 65th Legislative Session with the Senate 
unable to resolve issues related to the Capitol Budget … 
Future goals; both legislative and non.

1. Reengage with SB 5328, HB 1656 and SB 5086. The opportunity for airports to even-
tually become financially self-sustaining is unique to most elected bodies with airport 
oversight. WSAA is taking a position that their long term viability must demonstrate 
financial value to the community they represent.

2. Seek additional funding for the Aviation Division. Over the next 20 years the State will 
need some $8 million annually in grant funding to support much needed pavement 
maintenance. Currently WSDOT has available approximately $1.4 million annually.

3. Developing Economic Security for airports 
4. C.A.R.B. (Community Airport Revitalization Board) Two versions of the Bill … Sena-

tor Honeyford and Representative Dent …
5. Associated $5 million in onetime funding … All is on hold pending passage of the 

Capitol Budget.
6. Land Use … Protection for airports as always dominates the horizon. Might the Alli-

ance find some acceptable means to lobby for appropriate changes to the Growth Man-
agement Act? Or, might the WSAA find a better way to educate planners and elected?
WSAA Voting Members:
Washington Airport management Association (WAMA)
Washington State Community Airports Association (WSCAA)
Washington Pilots Association (WPA)
Washington Public Ports Association (WPPA)
Recreational Aviation Foundation (RAF)
Pacific Northwest Business Aviation Association (PNBAA)
Washington Seaplane Pilots Association (WSPA)
Washington Aviation Association (WAA)
Washington State Department of Transportation – Aviation (WSDOT-Aviation)

The use of qualified aviation simulators for 
pilot training and proficiency has gained new sta-
tus with the FAA, and updates to the regulations 
are expected in December. With the right equip-
ment, the benefit to pilots are time, cost, variety 
and quality of training and proficiency scenarios.

The following FAA publication is devoted 
to Simulation, and a worthwhile read.

November/December 2017 FAA Safety 
Briefing Publication

https://www.faa.gov/news/safety_brief-
ing/2017/media/NovDec2017.pdf

Articles worth reading include: 
Navigation Know How - Using Simulation 

to Try It Before You Fly It
This article applies to both VFR and IFR 

pilots, and how we can improve our margin of 
safety using simulators to improve our naviga-
tion (and equipment) proficiency before making 
the actual flights.

The A to Z of ATD’s – Sorting the Lot of 
Simulation Devices

There are numerous “simulators” on the 
market, but to be legal for logging training time 
toward a certificate or rating they need to be cer-
tified by the FAA.

For General Aviation, the ATD’s (Aviation 
Training Devices) of most interest due to cost/
availability are:

BATD: Basic Aviation Training Devices
AATD: Advanced Aviation Training De-

vices 

The airline type simulators are labeled FFS 
and FTD, and generally are cost prohibitive for 
non-jet pilots.

All ATD, FFS & FTD’s must be FAA certi-
fied to the manufacturer with a LOA (Letter of 
Authorization).

A significant new rulemaking effort is in 
the works, expected in December 2017. The FAA 
proposes regulation changes to the hours that 
can be logged toward Private, Commercial, ATP 
certificates, and Instrument ratings using differ-
ent classes of simulators, and when an Instructor 
must be present.

For Instrument rated pilots, the proposed 
change to 61.51(g)(5) will allow pilots to accom-
plish instrument currency pilot time in a FFS, 
FTD, or ATD without an instructor present to 
verify the time, as well as allow ATD time to ac-
complish instrument currency requirements to be 
identical to the tasks and requirements described 
for an aircraft. This type proficiency training is 
especially important when using today’s sophis-
ticated GPSS, autopilots, and Technically Ad-
vanced Aircraft equipment. 

There are numerous other changes pro-
posed related to Pilot Certification, Training, and 
Pilot Schools. 

To see the rather lengthy FAA proposed rule 
change, go to: go.usa.gov/xRt5Q

With our winter weather now upon us, seek-
ing and using an approved ATD is a great way to 
gain and maintain proficiency.

KIOSK DESIGN COMPETITION
WSDOT Aviation Division, in partnership with Washington State Aviation Alliance, is 

excited to announce a statewide airport kiosk initiative and kiosk design competition. The 
goal is to have an informational kiosk at every Washington State airport that would like to 
participate.

The airport kiosks will contain information about what the community has to offer the 
aviation public. Local attractions, landmarks, restaurants, lodging and other points of interest 
will be listed on the kiosks as well as information about services and amenities at the airport. 
By providing pilots and passengers with this information, they can go out into local communi-
ties and explore what they have to offer.

The purpose of this project includes: displaying information for the airport, community 
attractions, restaurants and amenities; having information for aviators about services offered 
at the airport; and giving pilots and passengers the information they need to get into the com-
munity to explore what it has to offer.

For information on contest requirements, visit www.wsdot.wa/aviation/kioskcompetition

Unusual Aircraft: The Stoudt Biplane is made up of J3-Cub and other parts. And, it flies!

 

 

 
 
 

FullService FBO on Felts Field Airport (KSFF). 

Conveniently located between Spokane, WA and Coeur d' Alene, ID. central to 
all of your business or leisure travel. Come visit us in the new 

Felts Field Flight Center just west of the Historic Terminal Building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FBO Services include: 
Fueling: 100LL and Jet A , Full Serve & 27/7 Self Serve 

Aircraft Parking - Day and Overnight 

Avionics and Maintenance  

Pilot Supply and Gift Shop  

Rental Cars 

Lodging Arrangements  

Pilot Lounge 

Conference Room 

Customer Refreshments & Catering  

After Hours: Terminal Pilot Lounge & Restrooms 

U.S. Customs and Immigration Services 

FBO Hours: 7-7 every day Peak Season 

JOIN WPA
WPA is working to advance the 
interests of general aviation in 

Washington State.
Please Join or renew today!
www.wpaflys.org

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960
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WPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar on 
the airport. Contact Chapter President 
Blake Thorn, blake@srvconstruction.com 
360-672-5695.
ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter meets 
the first Wednesday of each month at Arling-
ton Flight Services FBO on the airport. A no 
host dinner is at 6 PM and the meeting starts 
at 7 PM. Contact Chapter President Luke 
Nichols, captainnichols@hotmail.com 
206-617-2409.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Jim Posner, 
415-990-0664, jimposner@comcast.net 
for further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
chapter meets on the third Thursday of the 
month at 7pm; all are welcome.. For more 
info on the Clallam County chapter, con-
tact Jerry Nichols, oldnick@olypen.com, 
800-292-2978.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-675-1041.
DEER PARK - The Deer Park chapter meets 
on an “as needed” basis at the administration 
building located on the Deer Park Airport. For 
more information about Deer Park chap-
ter and activities please contact Darold 
Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER – The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviat ion program.  
For meeting information and other chapter 
activities, including group fly-outs, WINGS 
programs and other special events please 
visit http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/
GreenRiver/EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/
current.pdf or contact the Chapter President 
Dave Lawrence at davidlawrence@
skynetbb.com 253-735-1612.
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The Harvey 
Field chapter meets on the second Saturday 
of each month, except July, at 10am in Hangar 
15 at Harvey Field. For more information on 
activities, please call Chapter President 
David Divoky at 559-696-3247 or Vice-
President Jeff Phillips at 206-228-0644.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The North 
Sound Chapter meets the 2nd Thursday of 
each month except July and August at the 
ARFF Conference Center at KBLI’s Fire 
Station 2005 West Bakerview Rd, Belling-

ham. Doors open at 6pm, meeting at 7pm. 
For more information contact Chapter 
President Robert Powell at 360-941-9146.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- Chapter 
meetings are the third Thursday at 6pm 
except June, July and August. Location alter-
nates between Whistlers in Tonasket and Los 
Gallos in Omak. Fly-outs in good weather. 
Contact chapter President Rick LeDuc at 
509-429-2922 or Lola Orr at 509-486-4502 
for specifics.
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit  
www.facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA or 
send email to paine-president@wpaflys.org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton 
WPA Chapter meets 10am Saturday in 
the Sanderson pilot lounge. For further 
information contact Bud Smilanich at 
360-427-6844.
SKAGIT - Meetings are held the 3rd Saturday 
of every month, 10am at Cascade Aviation 
on the airport. Activities vary with seminars, 
fly-outs, discussions about airport projects, 
etc. and are followed by lunch. For further 
information contact chapter President Ken 
Davies at 360-202-0836. 

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER -  For 
information on meetings and seminars 
call chapter President Gary Miranda at 360-
281-0196 or email at a320grm@aol.com.
SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held on the 
third Wednesday of each month at Darcy’s, 
10502 E. Sprague beginning at 6:00 PM. 
Meeting program information can be found 
at WPASpokane.org. For more information 
contact chapter President Roger Bertsch 
at 509-879-2276.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets at 
6:30 pm at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-Cities 
Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month. For information contact 
Chapter President Jim Hightower, hight-
ower46325@yahoo.com or 541-720-4172.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors chapter 
meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location TBD. For 
meeting details and more info, contact Fred 
Winge, fwinge@techline.com , 360-289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Meetings the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month at 6pm. Location is announced 
via an E-mail list. Contact Chapter Presi-
dent Klaus Marx to add your name to the 
list or for other chapter information. 907-
723-4379 or klausmarx@juno.com.
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley chap-
ter meets every Saturday morning at 8:30 at 
Yakima Airport. For chapter information, 
contact Les Flue at les@lesflue.com.

Most Chapters keep updated 
information on the WPAFLYS.org

website. Click on the “Chapters” tab
for more information.

 Our “Speak-
er’s Bureau list 
has been as-
sembled and is 
available to chap-
ters. There is an 
option to speak 
in person or by 
“virtual reality” 
skype. The list in-
cludes: Steve Po-
dradchik, CEO, 
Seattle Avionics; 
Anni Brogan, 
President Mico 
Aero Dynamics; 
Allen Kam, Na-

tional Weather Service; Karlene Petitt, Com-
mercial Airline Pilot/Writer; Ian McFall, 
Glider Pilot; Andrea Coppick, Commercial 
Airline Pilot/Writer; Dr. John Fabian, Re-
tired Air Force pilot/NASA Astronaut; Neal 
Karman, Designated Pilot Examiner; Alan 

Safety Report
Anders, Heritage Flight Museum – Ops, and 
Jerry Burr, Cub Pilot- VG Research. Any 
chapter wishing to have someone speak you 
can contact via email.

 Many thought when the FAA adopted 
the BasicMed path to FAA medical certifica-
tion they were skeptical and thought it would 
be a mixed bag approach to what many ex-
pected as what a driver’s license medical 
would do. 

 Earlier this year when the FAA adopted 
the BasicMed path to FAA medication certi-
fication, many were skeptical that this mixed 
bag approach to what was expected to be a 
“driver’s license medical” would do as much. 
However, it’s been a real success story. Ac-
cording to the FAA, more than 15,000 pilots 
have earned their medical certification since 
the rule was adopted back in May. There 
are positive stories coming medical exam-
iners pointing to the kind of outcome we’d 
all hoped for. The FAA/AOPA has a great 
guide for questions one might have. https://

The Washington Pilots Association has 
1032 paid members as of November 14th - over 
the 1000 member goal from last year. Our an-
nual membership drive is underway, so please 
renew today! I would like to briefly discuss an 
issue crucial to us all and which could have a 
lasting negative impact to each of us, as well as 
pilots going into the future.

As many active pilots are aware, in June of 
2017, Pennsylvania Representative Bill Schuster 
introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
HR 2997, which includes provisions to privatize 
air traffic control. Essentially, it takes our na-
tional infrastructure, which has been paid for by 
you and me, Mr. and Mrs. Taxpayer, and hands 
it over to a private, not-for-profit company, unac-
countable to the people. It is being pushed under 
the misguided notion that the current air traffic 
control system, as run by the government, is in-
efficient and “broken”, to quote our President. 

Many general aviation organizations, in-
cluding the Washington Pilots Association, 
have put a call out to members to oppose this 
legislation. The bill’s proponents would have 
you believe that ATC privatization is in the best 
interest of all who fly in the national airspace, 
when in fact, it stands only to benefit the airlines 
and big business. The proposed bill strikes me 
as an attack on general aviation, similar to at-
tacks on so many other long-standing institu-
tions these days. I use the word “attack” in the 
sense that the proposed changes stand to benefit 
one group (the big-money airlines) at the ex-
pense of another (general aviation). 

It is now more important than ever that 

The 2018 membership renewal season is in 
full swing. To date we have 465 renewals with 
Paine Field Chapter leading the way. Every re-
newal and new member sign up is critical if we 
are to have the funds available to meet our on-
going expenses and fund special projects. Every 
current member and every officer is encouraged 
to solicit for new members in their area and bring 
ex-members back into the fold. That is how we 
will meet our goal of 1,000+ members.

Membership Report

By Anderson Manly,  
Director of Membership

Treasurer’s Report

basicmedicalcourse.aopa.org/pub/bundles/
course_61001/downloads/AOPABasicMed_
Pilot_and_Physicians_Guide.pdf.

 The NTSB recently confirmed the 
first midair collision between a drone and 
a manned UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter 
patrolling New York Harbor back in Sep-
tember’s United Nations General Assembly. 
The helicopter landed safely despite main 
rotor damage. A small piece of the drone 
which was made by DJI was found inside 
the helicopter and let investigators to the 
operator. The drone was not operating in 
an area where drone flight was authorized. 
The investigation by the US Army, NTSB, 
and the FAA are continuing. Recently the 
FAA has been swamped with requests from 
Part 107 Drone pilots seeking authorization 
to navigate controlled airspace for surveys, 
advertising, etc. For fear that Drone pilots 
are operating near airports without waiting 
for proper airspace authorization, the FAA 
has sought and “emergency” clearance to 

quickly implement electronic authorization. 
A Federal Register was published on Octo-
ber 11th.

ht t ps: //w w w.federa l reg is te r.gov/
documents/2017/10/11/2017-21878/re -
quest-for-emergency-processing-of-col-
lection-of-information-by-the-office-of-
management-and-budget

 The FAA has recently issued an update 
Advisory Circular for operators, designers, 
and installers seeking design and guidance 
use for electronic flight bag (EFB) applica-
tion on both portable devices and installed 
equipment. The significant changes of-
fer new industry EFB applications and the 
ability to manage their programs with sig-
nificantly less involvement from the FAA. I 
have provided a link to AC_120-76D.

https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/
media/Advisory_Circular/AC_120-76D.pdf

By Ken Davies , Safety 
& Education Director

Chapter officers also need to contact the 
FATPNW Premium members in their areas to 
bring them on board as sustaining WPA mem-
bers. To date I have only received a couple of 
signups. To maintain the current programs and 
benefits that WPA offers, we need to maintain 
2017 membership level at the very least. We are 
not quite half way there.

By Bud Smilanich,
WPA State Treasurer

800-275-7345
503-640-4686

Fax 503-640-3071
5625 NE Elam Young Pkwy

Hillsboro, OR 97124
www.regalaviation.com

the individuals 
and organizations 
that comprise the 
general aviation 
community, band 
together to voice 
our opposition 
– to fight for the 
continued right to 
fly in our national 
airspace. Being 
a member of the 
Washington Pilots 
Association does 
just that through 
our aviation advo-
cacy channels. 

If you are a current member – thank you! 
Know that the Washington Pilots Association 
will fight this fight on your behalf alongside 
other organizations such as the Aircraft Owners 
and Pilots Association (AOPA), the Washington 
Aviation Alliance, Washington Airport Manag-
ers Association, and others. 

If you are not currently a member of the 
WPA – please stand with us now, and going 
forward into the future. Our younger generation 
pilots have the social aspects of flying down pat. 
Let’s take it a step further to band together to en-
sure we maintain our right to fly! As the saying 
goes, “united we stand, divided we fall”. 

Join or renew your membership with the 
WPA by going online to wpaflys.org, clicking 
on “Join or Renew Online Today”, and follow 
the prompts!
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Airports are 
near and dear to 
my heart. WPA 
Advocacy (one of 
the “Four Pillars”) 
for General Avia-
tion is MY main 
reason for belong-
ing. 

It was WPA 
advocacy and hard 
work with WS-
DOT and various 
recreational and 
SAR groups to 
get Ranger Creek 
reopened in 1992. 

WPA and advocates from pilot organizations in 
Idaho helped WSDOT to establish Rogersberg 
as a state airport in 1996. 

Our first shared legislative success was on 
RCW 36.70.547, requiring counties and cities, 
through plans and regulations, to discourage 
siting of incompatible uses adjacent to public 
use airports. This was signed by Governor 
Lowry in 1997 and there are 4 WPA members 
and our lobbyist in the photo along with Avia-
tion Division Director Brubaker.

Another, shared legislative success was 
RCW 47.68.380, which in 2008 granted li-
ability immunity to aviation search personnel 
who are registered with the Aviation Division. 

Airports Report
I refer to that as “Good Sam” legislation. (Take 
that, ambulance chasers!)

In 2012, again working with WSDOT, the 
RAF and others, RCW 4.24.210 was passed, 
specifically adding “aviation uses” to the state’s 
Recreational Use statute. This gives land own-
ers and agencies liability immunity when their 
lands are used for fishing, or flying, when no 
charge is made for the use. The signing by Gov-
ernor Gregoire was witnessed by Director Tris 
Atkins and RAF state Liaison Bob Kay. (You 
should have seen the official photog’s face light 
up when I put on my RAF hat at the last sec-
ond..)

I mentioned “lobbyist” in a paragraph 
above. The WPA paid him a paltry amount 
(as a pilot, he felt sorry for us) for his exper-
tise on city planning documents and the work-
ings of the legislature. I think this was the first 
use of the WPA Political Action Committee. 
At our last WPA Board meeting, the By-Laws 
drafted by two of our Government Affairs Di-
rectors were read into the minutes. They have 
been posted online at WPAFLYS.org behind 
the Blue “Political Action Committee” button 
on the Home page, for your review. They are 
scheduled for updates at the next board meet-
ing. Please consider them and pass your com-
ments to your chapter President or other board 
member.

Numbers count when we speak with leg-
islators, so please remember to renew for 2018.

By Tom Jensen
Airport Affairs

Coming out 
of the Sept Board 
of Directors meet-
ing in Spokane I 
was encouraged. I 
felt and saw more 
enthusiasm than 
I’ve seen in some 
time. Volunteers 
stepped up to fill 
some positions, 
more were in at-
tendance than 
expected, and we 
actually moved 
forward in get-
ting some impor-

tant issues discussed. Les Flue volunteered 
to be Membership Director with Anderson 
Manly volunteering to help out. Les also sug-
gested, and is going to help with website up 
grades. I was asked to head out the nomina-
tion committee for Officer and Director Po-
sitions for next year. Through discussion at 
that meeting and emails verifying intent, I 
have determined the only two positions that 
have not been filled are Director at Large and 

Eastside Report
Member at Large. I talked with Rich Jones 
to help determine if these are elected or as-
signed positions. Rich was going to research 
that and would bring it up at the November 
BOD Meeting. If you are interested in one of 
these positions, please let us know. I will un-
fortunately miss that meeting having sched-
uled plans in Arizona that weekend. Being a 
Spokane Chapter member, I’ve seen firsthand 
a number of activities get accomplished. The 
Hutton Settlement flight to Priest Lake went 
very well and all that attended had a great 
time. A boat was donated by Crown Jewel, a 
company located on Priest Lake that provide 
summer and winter sports equipment, this 
allowed boating and tubing activities for our 
outing. We woke up to a cold and low overcast 
day for the Fall Veterans’ Foliage Flight, after 
delaying the flight for an hour we were finally 
off to enjoy the colorful scenery provided by 
the seasonal changes. At the end of the flight 
we gathered for lunch and learned more about 
our veterans and their families. This is always 
a very rewarding experience and well appre-
ciated by the veterans we Honor. Members of 
the Spokane Chapter visited the Air Museum 

Rich Jones
Vice President, West

One of the 
“ C o m m u n i t y 
Outreach” things 
that the Paine 
Field Chapter has 
been doing for 
years is teaching 
“Aviation Acad-
emy” which is 
an evening class 
for school kids. 
Kevin Kelly has 
been the Avia-
tion Academy 
Director for 15 
years now hav-
ing taken the job 

over from John Dobson when John moved 
to Union Washington. The class schedule 
is four weeks, three evenings per week with 

Westside Report
Saturday field trips. Graduation is on Paine 
Field Aviation Day where the kids get an 
EAA Young Eagles airplane ride and a free 
log book and Private Pilot ground school 
courtesy of Sporty’s Pilot Shop. An exciting 
recent development is that the Harvey WPA 
Chapter will be collaborating with the Paine 
Field Chapter in running Aviation Academy 
next spring. This development makes me 
think about how much more the WPA Chap-
ters could be doing together. 

Our annual Paine Field WPA Chapter 
Christmas Party will be held at the Future 
of Flight on Saturday, December 2 this year. 
Shortly I will be sending an invitation to the 
surrounding West Side Chapters asking if 
they would like to join us. Some of the local 
WPA Chapters may want to make this event 

(Continued on page 6)

(Continued on page 6)

Tom Morris
Vice President, East

Bill signing for RCW 36.70.547, protecting 
airports

Bill signing for RCW4.24.210 protecting 
airport owners

FREE
SHIPPING

Why Choose Pacific Coast Avionics For Your Next Avionics Installation?
Simple. Because avionics is what we do, and we do it better than anyone. PCA installs more Garmin 
avionics than anyone on the West Coast! From basic installs to complete panel and glass retrofits – 
call the leader in experience, great service and value pricing – Call Pacific Coast Avionics!

2 5  Y E A R S  O F  G I V I N G  P I LO T S  T H E  B E S T  P R I C I N G  A N D  B E S T  S E R V I C E !

STRATUS 2 ADS-B Receiver
for use with ForeFlight APP,
providing FREE weather
and traffic. AHRS provides
attitude reference and
ForeFlight Synthetic Vision!
STRATUS 2S w/AHRS.................$899

GARMIN

G5 EFIS
Now STC’d
$2,149
G5 EFIS
for Experimentals

$1,199

4CALL FOR QUOTE!3

GTX-335/GTX-345

MODE S/ES Transponder with Optional
Built-In WAAS GPS & ADS-B “In”

STRATUS-ESG Transponder
• ADS-B Out Transponder
• Internal WAAS GPS w/Antenna
• Interfaces to Stratus series $2,995

APPAREO

RV-10

MOONEY 231

MAULE MT-7

PIPER CHEYENNE
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In February, 2006 work began on this 
Lancair Legacy. It was built from a kit by 
John Richardson of Liberty Lake, WA. He 
did a great deal of prep work on choosing 
this particular aircraft which included decid-
ing exactly what he 
wanted to do with it.

It is a 2-seater 
airplane with a top 
speed of 250knots and 
a 310 hp engine! It’s 
was constructed us-
ing composite carbon 
fiber weighing in at 
1600lbs with a maxi-
mum gross weight of 
2500lbs. Though the 
cockpit is small it is 
really very comfort-
able for extended flights.

John knew he was after speed and pro-
fessionalism in flying, along with a total 
glass panel. He was unable to find the avi-
onics he wanted and turned to a company 
called Aerotronics, Inc., in Billings, Mon-
tana. They were willing to work with him 
on his design and so he began. John person-

(Continued from page 1)Swanson Airport

WPA Member Builds  
One-of-a-Kind Aircraft
By Donna Childs, WPA State Secretary

in Madras Oregon last year. That event was 
so well liked; plans for more fly-outs will be 
on the drawing board. Next on the agenda is 
the preparation for the Annual Scholarship 
Auction Event held in March. In interest to 
the Flying Events, I have to mention Don and 
June Fitzpatrick from the Okanogan/Ferry 
County Chapter. Together they have kept us 
informed of fly-outs and events held all over 
the NW. We all want to thank them for their 
continuing effort in keeping us informed and 
up to date with any changes that may occur. 
Their information is included in the WPA 
Calendar of Events that make it easy to find 
and post events. Our thanks go out to Marian 
Jensen and Les Flue for coordinating this in-
formation and getting it out. Don Fitzpatrick 
has offered to take over the VP East position 
for next year; his skills and enthusiasm will 
be an asset to the management team. With the 
fly-ins and fly-outs mostly behind us for this 
year, it is time to start planning for next year. 
We should be in the membership drive period 
looking for new members and strong renew-
als to support our General Aviation interests. 
With all the new technology coming and 
changes occurring daily we need to stay in-
formed and up to date on our Flying Environ-
ment. It is important the chapters help provide 
that information at meeting and educational 
events. Membership should be encouraged at 
these meetings and events. I’m looking for-
ward to next year, and hoping for much less 
SMOKE.

(Continued from page 5)(Continued from page 1)

Eastside 
Report

President’s 
Message

(Continued from page 5)

Westside 
Report
their Christmas Party too. We will be hav-
ing a silent auction again this year in order 
to raise funds for the WPA Youth Aviation 
Scholarship Fund. Our auction items are 
coming from a combination of corporate 
sponsors and our Paine Field Chapter mem-
bers. We awarded $3,500 in scholarships this 
year and hope to raise enough to do at least 
that much next year. 

On the home front this has been the 
summer of not very much flying due to my 
wife Stephanie’s hip fracture on the last day 
of May. A second hip replacement was done 
a month ago due to the first one going south. 
Happily her recovery is going very well at 
this point. I am finally installing an IFR cer-
tified GPS (Garmin GTN650) in the Bonan-
za this winter. So I am looking forward to 
getting a lot more flying in during 2018 and I 
hope to see all of you more often.

ing, repairing, maintaining, and operating 
these amazing airports that we often take for 
granted. The next time you fly somewhere, 
if you’re in the terminal, FBO, or line shack, 
find the airport manager and thank them for 
the work they do providing these wonderful 
pieces of infrastructure.

John Richardson with his Lancair Legacy, 
photo courtesy Donna Childs

John Richardson’s beautiful Lancair Legacy in flight, photo courtesy Donna Childs

ally developed the autopilot auto trim that 
automatically keeps the elevator stick force 
neutral. Working seven-days-a-week along 
with a five-week stay in Redmond, Oregon 
at the Lancair home base, John first flew the 

plane in November, 
2007. This Lancair is 
one of the most beau-
tiful, best equipped, 
and fastest airplanes 
at Felts Field and since 
there are very few of 
these airplanes in use 
throughout the US 
that makes this one 
quite rare.

I, personally, 
have had the honor of 
going on 2 flights in 

this plane and it is a very unique and incred-
ible treat! Spokane to Kalispell in 30 min-
utes!

When asked if there is any special 
meaning to his “N” number of N16DX, 
John replied, “Yes – my hangar number is 
16, where the Lancair was built, and DX is 
a ham radio term for long-distance.” Sweet!!

The fires in the Gorge have again 
proved that a viable airport in the Gorge is 
a necessity for firefighting and emergency 
responders. Recently a meeting with Or-
egon Gov. Brown was held at the city of 
Cascade Locks. The meeting was well at-
tended by local aviation interests from the 
Portland and Vancouver airport pilots with 
concerns that the airport may be closing. 

Warren Hendrickson, our NW AOPA 
VP (and a WPA member) wanted to stress 
that we as pilots need to be positive in our 
interaction with these meetings regard-
ing the KCZK airport. Showing up “with 
pitchforks” will not work towards the posi-
tive approach we need from our group.

On the plus side, the KCZK area is 
in dire need of bringing food supplies to 
the local food bank and he suggests that 

By Gary Miranda, WPA SW Chapter President
Update on Cascade Locks

if you’re in need of a proficiency, a “$100 
hamburger flights” would be able to bring 
supplies and PR to the Cascade Locks 
community via the airport.

A novel idea. If you are willing to 
help, contact http://fish-food-bank.com/ or 
call 541-374-8484, let them know you are 
a pilot and can help with bringing help by 
air.

During the Fall and Winter, be sure to 
take full use of this “Gem of an airport” on 
the Columbia. Because the community has 
sustained a great loss of tourist revenue, 
the “Kick the Ash” campaign by the Gorge 
Business community is aimed at bringing 
back tourist. Be sure to tell the businesses 
you visit that you flew in and are here to 
lend support.

Soon after, airport residents who had been 
told that they could make certain changes and 
improvements to their properties were denied 
permits or expensive limitations were sud-
denly added to their permits. When one prop-
erty owner, Rick Adams, questioned the town 
administration’s sudden about-face, and asked 
Town Administrator Abby Gribi if she knew 
what he was trying to do on his property, (pour 
a simple, concrete slab in his hangar) he was 
told by Gribi, that he “would do nothing” on his 
property.

“I admit that I was a little taken aback,” 
Adams said. “After all, what I was asking to do 
is perfectly permissible under the town code, 
and it is private property. I started to wonder just 
what the administration was up to.”

That very next night, the town held a meet-
ing of the Airport Commission (a town commit-
tee whose positions are filled by volunteers who 
have knowledge of airport issues and who make 
recommendations to the administration and 
town council concerning the airport). Gribi and 
town Mayor Mike Schaub attended this open 
public meeting.

Gribi then proceeded to pass out a copy 
of a Quit Claim deed to committee members. 
This deed, purportedly signed by Hal Burlin-
game, was for the middle parcel of the airstrip 
adjacent to the small parcel that the town owns. 
Gribi claimed that she had found the document 
while researching other matters of the airport. 
She said that the town finance committee had 
instructed her to pursue the matter, and that 
the council would meet to accept the deed and 
execute the document. A citizen at the meet-
ing questioned the legitimacy of a 10-year-old 
document where the person signing the docu-
ment is deceased, but Gribi stated that she had 
already run the document by the town’s attorney 
and had been assured that it was an “executable 
document”. She said the town planned to do just 
that -- execute the document. After all, she said 
it had been notarized and was a done deal. It was 
just a matter of going through the appropriate 
steps.

The next day, Landings at Mount Rainier, 
LLC filed their own Quit Claim deed with the 
Pierce County Auditor acquiring the two par-
cels that Sharon Burlingame owned, including 
the middle parcel that the town was attempting 
to acquire.

“The minute I saw that ‘Quit Claim deed’ 
from the town, I was suspicious,” Mrs. Bur-
lingame said. “To begin with, it was only for 
the one parcel. When Hal offered to give the 
property to the town, he was going to donate 
both parcels. He would never have just signed 
off on the one parcel. When Bobbi Allison, (a 
town council member at the time of his original 
offer,) called to tell him that the papers for his 
donation were ready to sign, he flatly refused 
to sign them. He rescinded his offer because he 
was concerned that the town would not honor 
his gift as an airport. Plus, the notary portion 
of this deed copy was on a different page than 
the actual signature. All in all, I considered it a 
questionable document from the first.”  

At the same time, Mrs. Burlingame ad-
mitted that she was concerned enough that the 
town would try to execute the document that she 
wanted to try to prevent it. “I considered a law-
suit to get an injunction, but that could have led 
to another, more expensive suit. It is my prop-
erty, and it appeared to me that they were just 
going to try to take it from me. Hal wanted, and 
I want this property to remain an airport.”

Adams agreed with her. “What kind of 
community just takes a widow’s property with-
out her consent?” he asked. “That is why our 
LLC agreed to take the airport. Our deed states 
that we only own the property as long as it is an 
airport. If it ceases to be an airport, then it reverts 
to Mrs. Burlingame or her heirs. She retains any 
development rights. We consider ourselves to be 
stewards of that airport, not owners.”

A few days later, Byron Adams, another 
member of Rainier Landings LLC, asked to 
view the original of the copy of the Quit Claim 
deed that Gribi passed out at the Airport Com-
mission meeting. After a week of searching for 
the document, Town Clerk Kathy Linnemeyer 

stated that she could not provide an original of 
the document.

“How were they going to execute a copy 
of a Quit Claim deed?” Rick Adams asked. “To 
be filed, a deed either has to be an original or a 
certified copy. A copy can only be certified by 
a notary who states they have seen the original, 
and that this is an exact duplicate. The town has 
never been able to provide an original copy.”

At a later meeting, Gribi stated that the 
town already owned the northernmost and the 
southernmost parcel. While she was quickly 
corrected that the town only owns the northern-
most of the three parcels, it does possibly pro-
vide an answer as to why a copy of a Quit Claim 
deed provided by the town referenced only the 
center parcel, Adams said. To facilitate closure, 
all the administration probably believed they 
needed was to own the center parcel, Adams 
added.

Bobbi Allison, an Eatonville resident who 
was on the Town Council at the time the Quit 
Claim deed was supposedly signed, said bluntly 
that “the deed they say Hal signed is a fake. 
Both Tom Smallwood (who was Mayor at that 
time) and I talked to Hal about this same issue 
and after some deliberation, and an extreme dis-
like of Nick Bond (the town’s administrator at 
that time), he said a resounding No.”

Since Rainier Landings LLC announced 
that the airport ownership had changed hands, 
the town council and administration have been 
in a visible uproar. The mayor cancelled the next 
airport advisory board meeting. Council mem-
bers tried to accuse Rick Adams (a member of 
the Airport Advisory Board) of committing an 
ethics violation by purchasing the airport prop-
erty “out from under” the town.

Mayor Schaub has repeatedly stated that 
the airport is of no benefit to the town. If that 

is the case, why is the town trying so hard to 
acquire it?

 Cui bono, indeed.
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Saturday, October 14th the Spokane 
Chapter of WPA hosted their annual Veter-
ans Fall Flight. Even though the day started 
out somewhat overcast, it began clearing just 
as we started to depart and everyone who 
took to the air really got to enjoy their flights! 
And Mother Nature did not disappoint as she 
provided us with some great colors to view.

This is such a wonderful event. It’s a 
great way for our Chapter to give back to the 
community and to all of these Vets who have 
sacrificed so much for us. We have worked 
with the Veterans Hospital in Spokane for 

WPA Spokane Chapter  
Veterans Fall Flight
By Donna Childs, WPA State Secretary

WPA Member Blake McKinley stands in front of his Stationair with the two veterans he took 
for a flight, photo courtesy Donna Childs

Spokane WPA pilots stand ready at Felts Field for the Veteran’s Fall Foliage Tour, photo 
courtesy Donna Childs

the past 27 years to host this event annually 
and it’s always a huge success. These Vets 
love to come out, fly with us and share their 
stories. It’s their day to fly and shine! Then 
we followup with lunch for all so it’s a total 
win-win for everyone.

We want to extend a huge Thank You to 
all who volunteered to help with this event. 
Your time and effort were greatly appreciat-
ed and we are looking forward to next year! 
It’s being involved in events like this that 
help to make our Spokane Chapter so great.

Dear Aviation community,
 We would love to see you March 1-3 for Moody Aviation’s Annual 

Safety and IA Seminars. The Safety Seminar will be on Thursday & 
Friday, March 1-2 followed by the IA Seminar on Saturday, March 3. 
Both events are free of charge and open to the public. We believe you’ll 
enjoy learning at the sessions we have planned.

 If you are able to begin sharing these dates with your membership 
groups (WPA, SATA, FAA, IAMA, schools, missions and any others 
that you desire to invite) that would be great. We would love to have 
you join us if you are able. The seminars will be set up on the FAAST 
website and WINGS credits will be available and links will be pro-
vided once they are online. 

 This year’s Safety Seminar will focus on Wise Decision Making. 
Clark “Otter” McNeace, Vice President of Flight Operations & Stan-
dards at Aircraft Performance Systems, will share insights on Upset 
Recovery—how to make decisions to prevent getting into unusual 
attitudes and how to recover if you find yourself in one. Paul New, 
owner of Tennessee Aircraft Services and 2007 FAA National Aviation 
Maintenance Technician of the Year, will present information that will 
teach us to make wise maintenance decisions. Glen Grubb, Deputy 
Director International of Aviation Safety at JAARS, will use his many 
years of experience flying the jungle airstrips of Indonesia to show us 
how looking at root causes of past accidents can help us become better 
decision makers. 

 This year’s IA seminar will include sessions by engaging present-
ers on an impressive range of topics. Speakers from Hartzell Engine 
Technologies, Tennessee Aircraft Services, ACES Systems, and Park-
water Aviation will present sessions covering Fundamental Turbo-
charger Systems, Human Factors, Dynamic Prop Balancing, PT6 
Maintenance, Fundamental Electrical Systems, Aging Aircraft, and 
Aircraft Fabric Covering of Antique Aircraft along with an update 
from the FAA. 

 If you have any suggestions for topics to cover or quality present-
ers who may be able to come and share with us for either event in 
coming years, please pass the suggestions our way!

Have a wonderful day!

An Invitation to the Aviation 
Community from Moody 
Aviation, Felts Field, Spokane, 
regarding Moody Aviation’s 
Safety and IA Seminars

Full Service FBO at Spokane (GEG)

100LL Line Service
Heated Hangar
Signature TailWins Points
Ramp Side Vehicle Access

Numerous WPA Chapters  
across the state will be having 

Holiday Gatherings during  
the month of December.

If you are traveling or not affiliated 
with a specific chapter, please feel  
free to join one of the WPA groups  

for aviation comradery  
and good cheer.

Check Events Calendar page 8 for details
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Chapter Presidents, please verify time and location of meetings.
Any changes contact WINGS@WPAFLYS.ORG

AVIATION ACTIVITY CALENDAR

SEE MORE AT WPAFLYS.ORG
POST YOUR EVENT TO THE CALENDAR!!

Have an event coming up?
Go to: http://bit.do/wpacalendar and post your event!

12/1  12- 3pm Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter (Also 12/15, 12/22 & 12/29)
12/2  9:30- 3pm Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Flyout at Regal Air. Seats available, 
   1st come, 1st served; extra aircraft welcome. (Also 12/9, 12/16, 12/23 & 12/30)
12/2  6- 10pm Paine Field Chapter Christmas Party at Future of Flight. 
   See online for details.
12/2  6- 9pm  Bremerton Chapter Holiday Party - Avian Flight Center; 1950’s theme,  
   prizes for best dressed. Tickets $30, see online for details, RSVP (202) 253-6516.
12/4  11am- 1pm SW WPA Chapter Meeting & Ipad FAA Seminar  
   Izzy’s 1503 NE 78th St., Vancouver, WA. 98665
12/5  All day Stuart Island East airstrip (7WA5) closed, 1 day.  It’s a long story..
12/7  5- 9pm Museum of Flight (KBFI) Wells Fargo FREE 1st Thursday.
12/9  5- 9pm FATPNW Holiday Party Historic Flight Foundation. Details at FATPNW
12/9  6- 10pm Green River Chapter Christmas Party. Live country dance band 8 Second Ride. 
Bogeys Public House, Auburn Golf Course 29630 Green River Road SE
12/23 9- 11am  Pendleton EAA219 Pancake Breakfast, KPDT

DECEMBER 2017

JANUARY 2018

FEBUARY 2018

MARCH 2018

1/4  5- 9pm Museum of Flight (KBFI) Wells Fargo FREE 1st Thursday.
1/5  12- 3pm Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter  (Also 1/12, 1/19, 1/26)
1/6  9:30- 3pm Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Flyout at Regal Air. Seats available, 
   1st come, 1st served; extra aircraft welcome. (Also 1/13, 1/20, 1/27)
1/27  9- 11am  Pendleton EAA219 Pancake Breakfast, KPDT (Also 3/24)

2/1  5-9pm Museum of Flight (KBFI) Wells Fargo FREE 1st Thursday.
2/2  12- 3pm Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter (Also  2/9, 2/16, & 2/23)
2/3  9:30-3pm Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Flyout Regal Air (Also 2/10, 2/17 & 2/24)

3/1- 3/2 All Day Moody Aviation’s Annual Safety Seminar. The focus will be on wise decision  
   making, in flying, maintenance, and learning from accident root causes.
3/18  9- 12am  Mountain Flying Course Safety Seminar; At Grove (1W1) fire station.  
   Contact Gary Miranda 360.281.0196

Dave Lucke, past WPA state presi-
dent and past president of the Spokane’s 
WPA Chapter, has now flown with the 
eagles, both figuratively and literally

A call for assistance in releasing an 
injured and then rehabilitated eagle was 
recently received from WSU’s Charlie 
Powell, public information officer for the 
universities’ college of veterinary medi-
cine. 

The male bald eagle had been injured 
in the wild, picked up by a concerned citi-
zen and turned over to the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. From 
there he was taken on June 9, 2017 to the 
veterinary school at WSU for rehabilita-
tion. The bird, estimated to be more than 
five years old, had suffered fractures to 
two metacarpals in its right wing. These 
bones in humans are the long thin bones 
felt on the back of the hands. 

October 27 began a beautiful autumn 
day in Spokane as Lucke readied his 
C-182 for the flight to Pullman to pick up 
Dr. Marcie Logsdon, Social Media Spe-
cialist Mia Patterson and the eagle. Lucke 
arrived at 11am in Pullman for the flight 
to Electric City where the eagle was to be 
released. Under federal law WSU must re-
lease bald eagles within 10 miles of where 
the bird was originally found. In this case 
near Electric City. 

Upon release the eagle took flight 
from Dr. Logsdon’s gloved hands and 
sought out a nearby perch so as to reac-
climatize to the wild. The WSU group 
then returned to Pullman and Lucke to 
Spokane. Rather than the all-day expedi-
tion the release would have taken by car, 
Dr. Logsdon was back in the early after-
noon treating more animals. The shorter 
trip was also a good deal less stressful for 
the eagle. 

Powell said only about one in one-
hundred injured birds WSU receives can 
be fully rehabilitated and returned to 
the wild. WSU currently has 11 birds in 
residence which cannot be released due 
to permanent injuries. One of these is a 
blind Golden Eagle. 

In rehabilitating the eagle it was treat-
ed with splinting of the fractures to limit 
motion, rest, a proper diet and eventually 
physical therapy. Among the techniques 
used was a procedure called creancing. 
This involves using a long, lightweight 
cord to tether the bird. The bird is then re-
leased in an open field and will eventually 
play out enough cord that it can’t fly any 
longer, and it lands. The rehabilitator then 

WPA Past President Aids WSU in Eagle Release By Marian Jensen

follows up the cord, retrieves the bird and 
repeats the exercise. 

Care was provided to the bird by ex-
otic animal veterinary experts Drs. Nick-
ol Finch, Marcie Logsdon, and dedicated 
volunteers in the WSU Raptor Club. As a 
final touch, all birds prepared for release 
after such extended care undergo sharp-
ening of their beaks and talons with an 
abrasive rotary tool to ensure they have 
the tools to hunt once again. 

Dr. Bryan Slinker, dean of WSU’s 
veterinary college, in voicing his appre-
ciation said, “Without the remarkable 
volunteer spirit of the Washington Pilots 
Association, releasing this symbol of our 
country back into the wild would have 
meant state employees spending several 
hours in a car when instead they were 
back in the early afternoon treating more 

X-ray of fractured wing

GEAR UP NOW FOR 
WINTER FLYING AND 
HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING!

All embroidery is the highest quality. 
Check website for Online Store Openings 
to order. Please allow four to six weeks 
for order delivery as orders are collected 
by Budd Bay Apparel (360) 709-0483 and 
produced all at once. By grouping orders 
and running them together, we can keep 
the costs down, although some wait times 
might be a bit longer. 

THE ONLINE STORE WILL BE OPEN UNTIL NOVEMBER 29TH, MIDNIGHT. 
It is really easy to order online. Just scroll down the WPA homepage and click the link. Be 
sure to visit the wpaflys.org website often to check for new offerings. Apparel and caps 
are available with the Official WPA logo - with or without your Chapter personalization.
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Add Your Chapter Name 
at NO CHARGE!

Please Visit www.WpaFlys.org To See the Full Line

animals. We offer our sincerest thanks for 
the efforts of WPA” 

Anyone wishing to donate such a 
flight in the future can contact Char-

lie Powell, Public Information Of-
ficer at WSU’s veterinary college at:  
cpowell@vetmed.wsu.edu


