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President’s Message…
(Continued on page 2)

In the previous issue of WINGS the President’s Message made 
comment on sales tax collection from fl ying clubs.  I got a response 
from only one WPA member, Grant Nelson in Olympia, a member of 
the ‘Center O Flying Club’.  Grant and I, (more Grant than me), are 
working with the Department of Revenue to establish some guidelines 
for fl ying clubs to determine if the club is subject to collection of 
sales tax.

I did have a discussion with one tax attorney who said, “There 
are attorneys in Seattle that can make this go away for about $750 / 
hour. You better budget at least $10k for the project”.  This attorney 
also stated that each individual club would have to be evaluated.  That 
is why Grant and I are trying to get DOR to agree to some guidelines 

for the true “shared ownership” fl ying clubs.  There will be more on this subject later.
Have you ever heard or read, “General Aviation is not paying its way”?  Well, according 

to AOPA, the state of Washington has one of the highest tax structures on General Aviation 
in the country.

Allow me to Segway a bit:  WSDOT / Aviation Division fi nished the LATS, or “Long term 
Aviation Transportation Study” which is a great resource for determining the economic impact 
of our airports.  The study also makes it clear that our aviation infrastructure is deteriorating and 
needs about $300 million in improvements.  Without basic maintenance at our airports many 
well risk being closed because they will become unsafe.

Tax on Flying Clubs,
Tax on AvGas, & More

By Kevin T. Kelly,
Aviation Academy Director

Aviation Academy, sponsored by the 
Paine Field Chapter of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA) and Snohomish County 
Airport (Paine Field), is a ground school-like 
course that provides young adults (ages 13-18) 
with information about aviation careers, and 
what it takes to become a pilot. The program 
is taught by volunteer aviation professionals 
and enthusiasts, all with a goal of sharing 
the joy of fl ight with the next generation. 
The course—held each spring at Everett 
Community College’s Aviation Maintenance 
classrooms at Paine Field—consists of 
eight classes which include subjects such 
as weather, navigation, fl ight planning, Air 
Traffi c Control, and Four Forces of Flight. 
Students also attend a fi eld trip that includes 
a tour of the Paine Field airport environment, 
air traffi c control tower, fi re station, and 
the Museum of Flight Restoration Center. 
Other tours include visiting the Future of 
Flight Aviation Center & Boeing Tour and 
the Historic Flight at Kilo-6 facility at Paine 
Field. The program culminates with our 
graduation and fl ights on General Aviation 
Day, where our graduates get to utilize what 
they have learned in a practical application.

This year, we had 36 students attend 

Aviation Academy Graduates 36 Students

Legislative and other
Political Efforts

(Continued on page 3)

Blake McKinley
WPA Legislative Director

As you well know, we are between the 
end of the last Special Legislative Session 
and the start of the next Regular Legislative 
Session.  When the legislators return to 
session this fall, they will still be grappling 
with closing a budget defi cit.  The prevailing 
philosophy is to do so by increasing taxes and 
more aggressively collecting fi nes rather than 
cutting back on expenses.  As a consequence, 
it is important for us to be vigilant!

We have successfully held back the last 
two most recent attempts to increase the 
annual excise tax we pay on our aircraft.  
According to the AOPA, Washington state 
pilots already are one of the most heavily 
taxed, if not the most heavily taxed in the 
nation.  More taxes on us only will serve to 

decrease the pilot population and adversely 
affect the small businesses employing 
skilled workers and who are the necessary 
supporting entities of general aviation.  

Aviation fuel is the only motor vehicle 
fuel that is assessed a sales tax.  Commercial 
airline operations have their own tax 
structure.  Washington State Department 
of Transportation – Aviation Division 
(WSDOT-Aviation) does not get any portion 
of the sales tax on aviation fuel. 100% of the 
tax ends up in the general fund.  Additionally, 
the state also collects 11 cents per gallon 
fl owage tax on GA aviation fuel.  Of this, 
85% goes to the state’s general fund and the 
remainder to WSDOT-Aviation. Agricultural 
and medevac operations are exempt from 
paying the fl owage tax on GA fuel. If the 

(Continued on page 3)
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the course. With that many students, it 
takes the support of many individuals and 
organizations to make the program successful. 
I’d like to thank the Paine Field airport staff; 
class instructors Greg Bell, Steve Waterman, 
Les Smith, Allen Kam (NOAA), Richard 
Newman (Chinook Flight Simulations); our 
Career Night guest speakers, including Paul 
Arrington; classroom helpers Craig Hogan and 
Mark Wilkerson; Michelle Johnson at EvCC 
Aviation Maintenance; Barry (Museum of 
Flight Restoration Center); Jackye Skerlong 
and the staff of the Future of Flight gift 
store; John Sessions, Vanessa Dunn and the 
volunteers at Historic Flight Foundation; 
variations organizations that donate handout 
materials; and the Young Eagles pilots who 
fl ew our students on Aviation Day. 

Thanks to generous donations from 
the Anacortes chapter in memory of Jim 
Hannah, we have scholarship funds available 

WPA Paine Field Chapter 
Awards Scholarship
by Kevin T. Kelly, Scholarship Committee Chair

On Saturday, July 14, 2012, the Paine Field Chapter of the Washington Pilots Association 
awarded a $1,000 scholarship for aviation education to Luciano Worl. Luciano is a current student 
in Central Washington University’s aviation program with a cumulative GPA of 3.769, and he 
was recently awarded his Commercial Pilot certifi cate. After graduation in 2013, Luciano is 
planning to join the Navy and become a Naval Aviator.

The annual Kurt Mason Aviation Education Scholarship was established to promote 
continued education in aviation-related fi elds or fl ight training. The scholarship program is 
named after long-time WPA member and Museum of Flight Restoration Center member, 
Kurt Mason. The program continues to grow as we get the word out to more schools and 
organizations. Last year, we received two applications for the scholarship while this year we 
received eight applications.

We congratulate Luciano and wish him luck in his future aviation career. May thanks go 
to our scholarship committee members: Dave Wheeler, Les Smith, Jim Morgan, Karen Reid, 
and Kevin Mason.

Aviation Academy
(Continued from page 1)

Paine Field is located in Snohomish County, 
six miles southwest of Everett. The Airport 
has 494 based aircraft, including 430 
single-engine, 50 multi-engine piston-
powered, 2 turboprops, 8 turbojets, and 
4 helicopters. The latest available data 
indicate that Snohomish County/Paine Field 
had a total of 198,932 annual operations. 
Paine Field has three runways.

 

for deserving students who need assistance 
with the course tuition fee. If you know of an 
individual student or group that could benefi t 
from the tuition fund, please contact me at 
aviation_academy@wpafl ys.org. 

We look forward to sharing the joy of 
aviation, and the many career opportunities 
that the industry offers, with next year’s class! 
For more information about the program, 
please visit our webpage at http://www.
wpafl ys.org/aviation_academy.html.
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President’s Message…
General Aviation motor fuel is the only motor fuel subject to sales tax.  All of this money 

goes into the general fund.  None goes to support airports or airways.
General Aviation motor fuel is also subject to a Washington State fl owage fee of 11 cents 

per gallon.  Currently only 15% of the fl owage fee goes to the WSDOT / Aviation Division for 
airport maintenance.  The other 85% goes into the general fund.  Also, there are numerous 
exemptions for many users to not pay the fl owage fee.  For example, agricultural use is exempt 
as is MedEvac use.

General Aviation aircraft are subject to a registration fee.  Did you know that WSDOT / 
Aviation Division only gets 10% and the rest goes to the general fund?  The current WSDOT / 
Director of Aviation, Tristan Atkins, is trying to change that.  Tristan is facilitating legislation 
that would allow the Aviation Division to keep 50% of the registration fee.  We need to support 
this legislation and I will keep you informed about writing your legislators.

If the Aviation Division received the entire fuel fl owage fee and got rid of the exemptions 
and the Aviation Division got the entire registration fee, these funds could be leveraged with 
FAA airport improvement funds to perform all of the work that the LATS study recommends 
without any new taxes.

In summary, we need to support the legislation that Tristan is facilitating.  It’s only a small 
step but a step in the right direction.  Then we need to start to educate our legislators about 
where our money is going and emphasize that GA is paying more than our fair share.

In an effort to bring more member benefi ts to WPA members, your WPA board is 
contemplating a strategic alliance with American Income Life, an insurance company.  All 
WPA members would have $2500 of life insurance without any further action on the part 
of the WPA member.  Of course, they have other products to sell and if a WPA member 
happens to be in the market for these products and services it would be prudent to evaluate 
American Income Life.  If you have any comment about this possible member benefi t please 
email me at DLucke@Comcast.net.

WPA Member Benefits

Legislative and Political Efforts
entire 11 cents went to WSDOT-Aviation, 
this would go a long ways toward funding the 
infrastructure improvements identifi ed by the 
LATS study.  Additionally, if all entities using 
general aviation airports paid the sales tax 
on fuel and the 11 cents assessed per gallon 
and if all of those annual revenues could be 
reclaimed from the general fund and directed 
to the WSDOT-Aviation, $300 million worth 
of infrastructure improvements identifi ed by 
the LATS study could be funded.  The LATS 
study found that this funding is necessary 
in order for Washington airports to remain 
economically viable.  The bottom line, we 
already do pay our own way and with some 
redirection of existing funds, necessary 
funding could be accomplished without 
increasing the taxes we already pay!

Individuals at all levels of government 
are preparing for either their run for offi ce 
or their re-election effort.  First will be the 
primary election process.  The top two vote 
getters will then advance to the general 
election in November.  The challenge here is 
to educate the candidates.  I would encourage 
you to educate all of the candidates running 
at this stage.  Most individuals are completely 
unaware of the role that general aviation plays, 
this includes our elected offi cials, bureaucrats, 
and candidates.  Talk about not only the 
recreation end of things, but the business 
operations that occur at your airfi eld.  Many 
of us utilize our aircraft for personal as well as 
business purposes, this is an important point.  
Somehow, it is okay for individuals to own and 
operate a motorhome or nice boat, yet target 
those of us who own and/or operate aircraft.  
We don’t have any individual control over who 
advances through the primary process or who 
gets elected, however we do have control over 
the education we can impart to them!

This is a great time to develop, reinforce, 

and facilitate relationships and relationship 
building.  Invite the candidates and those 
elected offi cials not up for re-election out to 
your hangar.  Throw the hangar door open, 
invite your fellow pilots, grab some chairs 
and visit.  Take the time to fi nd out what is big 
in their mind, it is not all about us, it is about 
establishing a relationship and dialogue.  If 
they show an interest, walk them around your 
aircraft and talk about it.  If the individual 
is up for it, take them for an air tour around 
your area.

Land encroachment and land use around 
airports at the local levels of government is 
always a threat.  How many airports just in 
recent memory have been either closed due 
to local action or encroached upon with the 
blessing of the local governing body?  For 
instance, Vista Field is in the crosshairs of 
that local governing body.  The Blaine airport 
was shut down within the past few years.  
The Cle Elum airport has been encroached 
upon.  Threats against airport viability are 
a constant threat.  As an organization, we 
are not against developments, lets just work 
together to make sure the developments that do 
occur are suitable and logical for their relative 
position to the airport and their approach and 
departure corridors.

Individual members are the eyes and 
ears of the WPA, without your input we are 
just reacting and potentially reacting too late.  
If or when there is a concern developing, it 
is important that you let the WPA leadership 
know.  Additionally, it is important that you 
gather enough background information so 
that the leadership is educated with regards 
to the concern.  Once we have a fi rm grasp of 
the issue, thoughtful responses and input can 
be made.  The best way to get a hold of me 
is through email and my address is: blake@
spokaneendo.com.  I look forward to hearing 
from you!

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

Clean 100 Octane Coalition 
BY Les Smith

You are probably aware that in very early 2011 FAA formed an advisory committee, called 
the Unleaded Avgas Transition - Advanced Rulemaking Committee (UAT-ARC), to recommend 
a pathway for the discovery and certifi cation of an unleaded replacement for 100LL avgas. This 
committee consisted of representatives from most parties with interests in general aviation, 
and the fuel. Among them were GA trade associations, airframe and engine manufacturers, 
candidate fuel developers, and the FAA.

The Clean 100 was also invited to name a representative, which it did. During the fi rst 
half of the effort, the representative was Jonathan Sisk of the Malibu Mirage Owners and 
Pilots Association. During the remainder, Robert Ragar of the Alaska Air Carriers Association 
represented the Clean 100.

Well - the committee completed its work and submitted its fi ndings to the FAA in a two 
volume report of several hundred pages, dated 17 February, 2012. FAA has just released 
the report to the public. To help general aviation pilots understand the report and, if FAA 
implements the recommendations, to help understand the implications, the Clean 100 formed 
a small group of representatives to conduct a review and write a briefi ng. This briefi ng can be 
accessed at the following: http://100octaneformyplane.com/uploads/Final_Consolidated_UAT-
ARC_Report_Comments_from_the_Clean_100.pdf

Links to th e full UAT-ARC report are contained within the briefi ng document, for those 
with the stamina and interest in reading in depth.

The UAT-ARC report will no doubt be subject to considerable review and discussion by 
the GA press, and hopefully all of GA, over the coming months. It is our understanding that the 
UAT-ARC committee will be offering briefi ngs to GA user communities and I would heartily 
encourage you to ask your type club to avail itself of this opportunity to gain a complete 
understanding. It behooves all of us to remain informed of the progress being made to fi nd 
and certify an unleaded replacement for 100LL avgas. The Clean 100 will try to do its part by 
sharing information we learn along the way.
The full report from the UAT-ARC – all 261 pages – can be found at:
Volume 1: htt p://www.100octaneformyplane.com/uploads/ARC_Final_Report_Part_I_Body_
Feb._17__2012.pdf
Volume 2: htt p://www.100octaneformyplane.com/uploads/ARC_Final_Report_Part_II_
Appendices_Feb_17__2012.pdf
For further information about the Clean 100 Octane Coalition, including who is behind it, go 
to htt p://www.100octaneformyplane.com

Robert Hodgman Takes Over as
Aviation Senior Planner for WSDOT

ARLINGTON – Robert Hodgman was 
recently named the new aviation senior 
planner for the Washington State Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT). 

Hodgman has eight years of experience in 
capital facilities planning for the Washington 
Military Department. He was the project 
manager for the design and construction 
of a $24 million aviation support center 
project at Joint Base Lewis-McChord. He 
has experience with budget and policy 
development, programming capital projects 
and knowledge of federal aviation regulations.

“Rob is a wonderful fi t for our team,” said 
Tristan Atkins, WSDOT director of aviation. 

“He brings a lot of enthusiasm and experience 
to the position, and has a great work ethic.” 

Hodgman served 24 years in the Army 
and Army National Guard. He has held a 
commercial pilot rating for more than 20 
years, has more than 17 years of aviation 
operations experience and is rated in UH-1, 
OH-58 and CH-47 helicopters. He received 
his master’s degree in business from Saint 
Martin’s University.

With this new appointment, Hodgman 
vacates his previous position as WSDOT’s 
aviation capital improvement project planner. 
WSDOT anticipates filling that planning 
position in the near future.

 

Line Services 
Terminal Building 

6105 E. Rutter Ave. 
Spokane, WA 99212 

Open Daily 8am to 5pm 
509-939-8197 

Main Facility 
5505 E. Rutter Ave. 
Spokane, WA 99212 

Open M-F 8am to 5pm 
Open Saturdays (seasonal) 

509-534-7371 

 

Full Service FBO 
Maintenance..  Fuel 100LL/Jet A… 

Tie Downs…Hangar Space… Rental Cars…  

Supplies 
 

 Charts 
 Oil & Filters 
 Tires  
 Logbooks 
 Headsets 
 Test Prep 
 GPS 
 … and more! 

Avionics 
 

 New & Used 
Equipment Sales 

 

 Radio Service 
 

 Installations 
 

 Certifications 
 

 Mobile Service 

ADVERTISE IN WPA WINGS!
Ad rates & info at http://www.wpaflys.org/wings.html



Page 4 - WPA Wings August-September 2012

Specializing in treating fatigue, insomnia,
irritability, restlessness and the
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WPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter gen-
erally meets on the second Thursday of every 
third month (February, May, August and No-
vember) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are held in the 
Micro Aerodynamics hangar on the airport. 
Contact Chapter President Karl Fischbach,
TeamFischbach@gmail.net, 360-770-4260.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Jim Posner, 
415-990-0664, jimposner@comcast.net for 
further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
chapter meets on the third Thursday of the 
month at Rite Bros (FBO) at Port Angeles 
Fairchild International Airport (CLM). Meet-
ings begin at 7:00 pm, and all are welcome. 
For more info on the Clallam County 
chapter, contact Jerry Nichols, oldnick@
olypen.com, 800-292-2978.
COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-684-1566.
DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meets at 
the Deer Park Airport (KDEW) Administration 
Building on the last Thusday of the month, ex-
cept in February, November and December. 
The Administration building is located near 
the south end of the airport. A potluck dinner 
begins at 6:30 pm, with an aviation-related 

program beginning at 7:15, followed by a 
short business meeting. Guests are always 
welcome. For more information about Deer 
Park chapter and its activities, please 
contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER - The Green River chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of every other month 
(June, Aug, Oct, Dec) at Trotter’s Restaurant, 
825 Harvey Road, Auburn, WA 98002. Social 
time to start at 6:30 p.m. and meeting will start 
at 7 p.m. Dinner will be served and there will 
be 3 entrees to choose from. Cost is $20 per 
per person. Meeting program information and 
upcoming special events can always be found 
at wpafl ys.org under the Green River Chapter 
tab. For more information contact Chapter 
President Leo Dondlinger, Leodon1@sky-
netbb.com or call him at 360-825-3278
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The Harvey 
Field chapter meets on the second Saturday 
of each month, year round, at 10:00 am in 
Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For more infor-
mation on activities, please visit the WPA 
web site, click on the Harvey Field Chapter, 
and visit the Activities Calendar. For more 
information contact Charles Hower at 
425-418-7655.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound chapter meets every second 
Thursday of the month (except during June, 
July and August), at 7:00 pm at the Whatcom 
Educational Credit Union WECU® 600 Block 
of Holly St.  in Bellingham.  For more info on 
the North Sound chapter, contact Jim Laird,  
jlaird337@gmail.com, 360-739-2703.

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- The 
Okanogan & Ferry County chapter meets 
on the third Thursday of the month, 6:30 
at Whistler Restaurant in Tonasket. Our 
May meeting is the third Saturday at Twisp 
Airport. We have an afternoon Fly-in and 
Fry-in steak fry. Our August meeting is 
held at the Republic Fly-in on Saturday 
afternoon. If anyone is in the Twisp area 
on Friday afternoon please join us at our 
“meat burn” fi re pit. Call Bob Hoffman for 
information at 509-997-8141 or Lee Orr at 
509-486-4502.
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the fi rst Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit 
www.wpafl ys.org/chapters/paine or send 
email to paine-president@wpafl ys.org

SHELTON-SANDERSON - Bruce Loften, 
President, 360-455-4044
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER -  The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter has the 
following meetings scheduled for 2010:  
4th Thursday in May and September at 
7:00pm  and Sunday Brunch on December 
4.  Meetings are held at the Dollars Corner 
Fire Station.  For more information, contact 
Bob Brown at 360-607-5060.
SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
Chapter are usually held on the third 

Wednesday of each month over dinner 
at Longhorn Barbecue on Argonne, 
beginning at 6:00 pm. Meeting program 
information and upcoming special events 
can always be found on the WPA webpage 
under the Spokane Chapter tab.  For 
more information, contact Chapter 
President Terry Newcomb, tnewcomb@
idahoveneer.com or call 208-699-3716.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets 
at 6:30 pm at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-
Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth 
Thursday of each month. For information 
contact Chapter President Mike White, 
mikeywhite@charter.net, 509-586-9785.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors chapter 
meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location TBD. For 
meeting details and more info, contact 
Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.com , 360-
289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Don Flick, donaldfl ick@
nwi.net, 509-885-6105
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the first 
Thursday of the month. For meeting
location and other details, contact Cindy 
Fahsholtz, President at 509-895-4061, 
email cindyfahsholtz@yvmh.org.

Most Chapters keep updated 
information on the WPAFLY.org

website. Click on the “Chapters” tab
for more information.

That’s McKenna Air Corps!
Sometimes it’s about the 
journey, and sometimes it’s 
about the destination. Being  
a pilot for McKenna is about 
both, especially in an election 
year. I fi rst came to know Rob 
McKenna when I met him at 
a John Koster event. Koster, 
who’s currently running for a 
congressional seat, has been 
a longtime supporter of aviation 
in Snohomish County and I was 
proud to do a fundraiser for him 
at my home in Frontier  Air Park (WN53) last year. 

Being a pilot has given me a lot of adventure, created hundreds of new friendships, 
and has opened many doors of opportunity. Before the economic downturn I was 
never much for involvement in politics. But, as I see our way of life, the infrastructure of 
how many pilots either make their living or enjoy their free time become marginalized 
and threatened by growing  taxes, I fi nd I’m become very invested in choosing the right 
people to represent us in government. 

Having owned several businesses, I knew our state could not continue with its current 
spending spree, and anti-business policies. This year, after meeting Rob McKenna, 
getting the opportunity to fl y him around and learn about him, his plans for our state, 
and his rational and logical business management, and objectives, I’m on board more 
than ever.

Spending time with Rob in the cockpit of my Cessna 310 has even done more to 
seal my commitment to get Mr. McKenna elected to offi ce as governor to the State of 
Washington. He enjoys aviation and understands the value of aviation. 

On Sunday, August 12, starting at noon, I’ll be hosting a fundraiser for Rob at my home in 
Frontier Air Park (WN53 -122.9). The driving address is: 12421 -123rd Ave. NE., Lake 
Stevens, WA. 98258. If you prefer to fl y to my home, as my guest, come early and look 
over one of the nicest residential airparks in the state. I’m located mid-fi eld on the west 
side of the runway; the house with the tower.

Bring your appetite to this event as the BBQ will be provided by Shawn O’Donnell’s 
Restaurant.

Any questions, I can be reached at: skyranchpilot@yahoo.com

Please RSVP to:  RSVP@McKenna.org

I’m a MAC Pilot!

Eastside Chapters Update
By Tom Morris

As VP of the Eastside, I have been attending eastside chapter meetings to meet the members 
and learn what the chapter priorities are. Early in June I attended the Yakima diner meeting. 
It was fun to see old friends and meet the members of the chapter. Yakima is a very active 
group with frequent Saturday fl y-outs, poker runs and other activities. The Yakima Chapter 
is currently involved with an advisory committee in place to help  give input and ideas to the 
Yakima Airport offi cials to consider for future airport planning. They had just learned that the 
FAA was not planning to support the maintenance to keep runway 4-22 open, and there was 
a possibility of adding a sod runway to the airport. These are some of the reasons we need to 
stay involved with our airports and future planning.

My wife and I recently returned from the Okanogan WPA meeting held in Tonasket. 
Once again I got to see old friends and meet the chapter members. Our Northern Washington 
group is also very active with fl y-ins, open houses and rides. They are working on stopping a 
possible sewer lagoon being located too close to the Omak Airport. Much discussion was held 
and a vote to fi le an injunction to stop the lagoon was passed. I’m very impressed to learn of 
honest interests both of these Chapters have taken to help shape their Airports future. I still 
have a number of Eastside Chapters meetings to attend. I plan to get to them in the next few 
months. Earlier in the year I went to a Wings event on crossing the border into Canada held 
by the Deer Park and Colville Chapters, it too was very well attended. It is nice to see we are 
making a difference.   

You’ll fi nd info on the airport at these websites:
http://www.airnav.com/airport/09S &
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/AllStateAirports/MetallineFalls_
SullivanLakeState.htm

Saturday night there’ll be a free BBQ steak dinner with corn-on-the-cob and 
salad, all compliments of the RAF and the WSPA.  Please bring your favorite side 
dish or dessert for everyone to share that night.  All other meals during the weekend 
are “on-your-own”.  

It’s hard to beat this fl y-in for scenic beauty, fun, camaraderie and great food. 
We’ll plan to fi ll gopher holes, trim brush, and other light duties for 2-4 hours on 
Saturday. The rest of the time can be spent hiking, swimming, eating, fi shing, and 
admiring airplanes. 

This year we’ll be accepting donations that will go towards constructing and 
installing improved fi re rings for the airstrip campsites. 

There’s lots of room for airplane parking/camping on the airport. There’s also 
shoreline seaplane parking available. Last year we had 35 airplanes coming and 
going over the weekend. This year will be more fun with more airplanes. If you 
play the guitar, bring it with you and we’ll sing along with you around the main 
campfi re.  The airstrip is 1765 feet long and at an elevation of 2500 feet; therefore, 
plan your arrival and departure with density altitude factors 
in mind.    

The event is co-sponsored by the RAF and the 
Washington Seaplane Pilots Association (WSPA), and held in 
collaboration with the Deer Park Chapter of the Washington 
Pilots Association (WPA). The clean-up/work portion will be 
under the direction of the Washington State DOT Aviation Division.  

You are invited to attend the 2nd Annual Sullivan Lake, WA 
Gopher Gaggle fly-in and work party at beautiful Sullivan Lake 

State Airport (09S) in Northeastern Washington!

Be sure to contact Bob Kay ASAP if you plan to attend.  Otherwise, you 
may be eating BBQ gopher Saturday night instead of steak! 

Bob Kay   rkay@theraf.org or call 253 630 9086
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Extensive rehabilitation of KBFI’s  
Taxiway Alpha will be underway in April,  
to be completed in phased stages this year.

When flying to or from KBFI,  
check for updated NOTAMs,  

as this project will require ILS critical work, 
periodic runway closures, multiple closures 

of several taxiway connectors, and  
nightime construction work.

Serving the Aviation Community Since 1928 

24- hour Operations Line: 206- 296-7334

www.kingcounty.gov/airport

KBFI’s 
Taxiway Alpha 
Rehabilitation  
Project 2012

Has Begun!

Sign up to recieve email or text  

alerts of the construction project. 
 

Click on the Taxway Alpha page and click 
the button next to “Get Project Updates”  

to sign up.

Taxiway Alpha — 
Constructing the Future

Click on the Taxway Alpha page and click 

 
www.kingcounty.gov/airport Go to

877-676-1229
208-676-1229

Fax 208-676-8638
1110 W. Park Place

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

Tom Jensen, Airports Director
Stuart Island is receiving kudos for upgrades accomplished by the team April 28 

(previously reported in WINGS.)  Volunteers continue to help; Jake Ruhl applied interior 
topcoat and vermin-proofed the cabin. Mark Perini did some cleaning and suggested  future 
possible improvements of real countertops (where the cooking stove is) and install a small 
sink that could drain into a 5 gallon paint bucket.  It could use new varnish on the wood 
fl oor, and it could use new mattress pads for the bunk bed.  Damian Monda measured the 
gables which we will replace with polycarbonate to imrove interior lighting, this needs 
installing. (Hint, looking for volunteers.)

Ranger Creek had a work party with state crew doing brush and tree clearing 
on the ends and around the sock “circle”.  Paul Wolf asks me to round up some volunteers 
to feed the chipper and Al Banholzer, Marv Olson (no surprise with those 21W plank 
owners..), Bop Kay (if you want to go to war, take Bob) and Keith Littlefi eld (always 
faithful) showed up.  Note to editor: Paul will take old guys any day…

Stehekin will receive Paul and a crew for surveying to identify airport safety zone 
for tree clearing.   The BLM plans to move their facilities out of the “fl ood zone” which 
will eventually mean a helipad, fuel bowser, and new buildings on the runway. Aviation 
Division had originally negotiated “greenery and noxious weed control” when the irrigation 
system was emplaced but Paul notes this is a defi cient, gravity-fed system (which isn’t 
doing the job…);  Paul is holding out for a well as a requisite for the above “g&nwc” quote. 
(PS: Don’t play poker with Paul for cash. Sure great to have him as our airports advocate.)

Sullivan Bay/Metaline Falls is getting surveyed next so Paul can establish a 
safety zone and eventually get fl oatplane docking permitted (in a safe fashion) on the lake. 
He is working to have that complete for the WSPA, the RAF and the Deer Park chapter 
fl yin on August 17.  Bob Kay again gets honorable mention for his support.

Rogersberg, my baby was recently mowed by Danny Mocks DOT crew from 
Clarkston, after the usual Tedious Coordination with the BLM by Paul.   Paul notes he’s 
going thru another TC with the BLM to permit a new wind cone.  He may need some 
volunteers when this goes down, so anybody, east side WPA in particular, please contact 
me so I can stick you in the ol’ quiver at c180tom@skynetbb.com.

Airports Report

WPA Cabin Report
Wow!  The WPA Cabin work party really 

accomplished a lot back on April 28th!  The 
new vinyl windows, the caulking of all the 
gaps that were letting in the bugs, and the 
new exterior stain really helped to improve 
the cabin!  And the general clean up around 
the cabin added to our pleasant stay this past 
Saturday night.  The only problem we really 
had was finding parking for our Cardinal 
due to a Stuart Island celebration and dinner 
potluck going on all day in the area where we 
usually park (they had the usual parking area 
next to the runway coned off until Saturday 
evening.)  We did take up a couple of new 16oz 
Propane bottles, and we checked the inventory 
of supplies.  There is close to 10 gallons of 
drinking water, and plenty of paper towels and 
toilet paper.  We did clean up the interior of 
the cabin, but it was in much better shape this 
time than when we stayed there last year.  We 
noticed that the front part of the futon frame 
is broken, but all it will require to fi x is an 

L-bracket (and some screws or bolts to install 
the L-bracket) to reinforce the front horizontal 
member back onto the front right leg.

What the cabin could still use is better 
lighting…Only one lantern was in any shape 
to use.  Of the other two gas lanterns we saw, 
both need new mantles, and one is missing 
the round glass piece.  As for future possible 
improvements, it would be great if we installed 
real countertops (where the cooking stove is) 
and install a small sink that could drain into 
a 5 gallon paint bucket.  It could use new 
varnish on the wood fl oor, and it could use 
new mattress pads for the bunk bed.

All in all, the cabin is really starting 
to look great!  However, I do have one 
warning for anyone who wishes to stay there 
overnight…Take ear plugs!  The is a rooster 
next door that will make sure that you wake 
up early!

Mark Perini
C177 @ WA96
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Headlining will be the Commemorative Air Force (CAF) 
Arizona Wing’s -17 “Flying Fortress” Sentimental Journey, 
one of fi ve remaining in the world.  In keeping with this year’s 
theme “Salute to Veterans”, all area veterans and veteran 
group are invited to this free event and it is open to the public.  
A special tribune is planned at 10:00 am to honor all veterans.  

Plans are underway with FedEx to show off their A330 
Air Bus & Cessna Caravan 208 which provides daily service 
to the region.  There will be helicopters from Hillcrest 
Aircraft Company’s  Bell Long-Ranger,  Lohman Helicopters 

“Salute to Veterans”
Huey, LifeFlight with both helicopter and fi xed wing Aero 
Commander, Ralph Stout’s Ayres S1R Turbine Thrush crop 
duster and Aero Commander 690A twin engine turbo prop 
plus the Civil Air Patrol’s Cessna 182 and the Nez Perce 
County Air Posse’s C-172XP.  A Classic & Antique Air Tour 
with over 20 aircraft from Western Washington will be on 
hand, as well as local aircraft owners, including Jay Cawley.  

The entrance to the event is located at the gate located 
just west of the main terminal at Stout Flying Service.  Free 
parking is available in the airport’s newly refurbished parking 
lot with overfl ow available at the EAA hangar at 408 O’Connor 
Road. The E.A.A., Chapter 328 provides breakfast and 
lunch and the Nez Perce County Air Posse will offer roast 
pork sandwiches at noon. The Friends of the Lewiston-Nez 
Perce County Regional Airport are producing the Lewis-Clark 
Air Festival under the direction of the Airport Authority, Bill 
McCann-chair.  

(LWS Serves the Lewis-Clark Valley and nearly 250,000 
people pass through its entrance every year… or about four 
times the area’s population!)

Congress Passes
Bill Boosting 
Pilots’ Rights
The Associated Press
Monday, July 23, 2012 | 3:56 p.m.

Pilots’ rights when dealing with Federal 
Aviat ion Administ rat ion discipl inary 
proceedings would receive a boost under a bill 
passed by Congress on Monday _ a measure 
written by a senator who was ordered to take 
remedial fl ying lessons by the agency after he 
landed his plane on a closed runway.

The House approved the bill by voice 
vote. The Senate approved the measure last 
month. The bill now goes to the president for 
his signature.

The bill was sponsored by Sen. James 
Inhofe, R-Okla., who sent workers on the 
ground scrambling when he landed his plane 
on a closed runway marked with a giant yellow 
X at an airport in South Texas in October 2010. 
Inhofe said later he didn’t see the workers and 
trucks on the runway until it was too late to 
safely abort the landing. The FAA didn’t post 
a notice online warning pilots of the runway 
closure until days after the incident, he said.

Afterward, FAA offi cials ordered Inhofe, 
who has been fl ying for more than 50 years, 
to take remedial training as a condition for 
retaining his license. The senator complained 
he wasn’t treated fairly by the agency and the 
process left him feeling powerless.

The bill requires the FAA to provide 
pilots with timely notice of actions that might 
affect their license. Pilots also could appeal 
FAA decisions in federal court if a fi rst appeal 
to the National Transportation Safety Board 
fails.

The bill also clarifi es what information 
the FAA must provide pilots when the agency 
issues orders that deny, amend, modify, 
suspend, or revoke a license. FAA would 
also be required to improve its program for 
notifying pilots of changes or events that 
could affect their fl ight plans, such as closed 
runways.

FAA offi cials didn’t reply to a request 
for comment.

The bill was supported by the Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Association and the 
Experimental Aircraft Association, the two 
largest groups representing private pilots.

“Over the course of my years in Congress, 
I have helped an untold number of pilots 
facing the pressure of dealing with the FAA,” 
Inhofe said in a statement. “This bill remedies 
many of the most serious defi ciencies in the 
relationship between general aviation and the 
FAA, and ensures that pilots are, like everyone 
else, treated in a fair and equitable manner by 
the justice system.”

Lights Help 
Prevent Bird 
Strikes
By Mary Grady, Contributing editor

Aircraft lights make it easier for birds 
to see and avoid aircraft, possibly helping 
to reduce the risk of bird strikes, according 
to a report recently published in the Journal 
of Applied Ecology. Scientists from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Indiana State 
University and Purdue University tested the 
response of Canada geese to three remote-
controlled aircraft -- one with lights off, one 
with lights on, and one painted to resemble 
a bird of prey. They found geese responded 
more quickly to avoid the aircraft with its 
lights on. The research “could set the aviation 
industry on the right track to developing 
lighting systems that will reduce the rate of 
bird strikes,” the report said.
The entire article may be viewed at:
http://www.avweb.com/avwebf lash/news/
Report_LightsHelpPreventBirdStrikes_206
986-1.html
(c) CLIENT_COPYRIGHT

Get Your Business
Off the Ground…

Advertise in WPA Wings
Ad rates & info at

http://www.wpaflys.org/wings.html

The Lewis-Clark Air Festival is coming up Saturday, August 11
at the Lewiston-Nez Perce County Regional Airport (KLWS)

By Elizabeth Dwoskin, July 24, 2012
What’s the GOP’s answer to government 

air traffi c controllers falling asleep on the job? 
Privatize the job.

Republ ica n Represent a t ive  Tom 
Pet r i  of  Wisconsin ,  who chai r s  t he 
House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee’s aviation subcommittee, says 
private controllers handle about 28 percent of 
the nation’s aviation traffi c, The Hill reports. 
The private contractors work mostly at low-
activity airports near smaller cities that are 
served by commuter airlines rather than major 
carriers. If Petri has his way, the ranks of 
private contractors will grow.

That may not be a bad thing. For one 
thing, it’s cheaper. Contract towers cost 
roughly $1.5 million less per year to operate 
than a comparable FAA tower, according to 
the inspector general for the Department of 
Transportation. The entire contract tower 
program costs about $138 million a year, 
according to the FAA’s 2013 budget request.

They may be safer, too. In a recent audit, 
the inspector general found a “lower number 
and rate of reported safety incidents than 
similar FAA towers.” In safety evaluations, 
the FAA found fewer procedural and training 

The GOP Plan to Get Air Traffic Safety on the Cheap
deficiencies with the 250 contract towers 
spread across 46 states.

But there may be a less reassuring reason 
for those good safety numbers: Staff at the 
contract towers misreport or don’t report 
violations to the government. From the IG 
report:

According to two FAA studies that 
were conducted in 2009 and 2010, contract 
towers had a lower number of reported 
runway incursions than comparable FAA 
towers. The Agency determined that the main 
reasons for the difference were that contract 
tower controllers either did not know the 
current defi nition of a runway incursion or 
the criteria for classifying them. FAA also 
found that two-thirds of the contract towers 
reviewed had not submitted runway safety 
action plans for the previous 2 years.

After offi cers from FAA’s runway safety 
program met with the contractors to complain 
about the problem, regulators got a better 
picture of what was happening. A subsequent 
FAA study found that “runway incursions 
reporting at contract towers had increased 
sharply.”

The reporting problem isn’t limited 
only to the private contractors. The FAA had 

so much trouble getting its own employees 
to report safety violations that two years 
ago, the DOT promised not to punish or 
take disciplinary action against controllers 
who voluntarily report them (the reports 
are anonymous to protect the controllers). 
A separate inspector general investigation 
(PDF) published on Monday found lots of 
problems with that program. One of the biggest 
is confi dentiality, which stops the FAA from 
tracing infractions back to the source.
Dwoskin is a staff writer for Bloomberg 
Businessweek in Washington. 

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

JOIN WPA
www.wpafl ys.org

Washington Pilots Association

www.wpafl ys.org
Please Join or renew today!
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Washington Sector Call: 425-787-6280   Cell: 425-314-4338
Web: www.wingwaxersnw.com  •  Email: wingwaxerswa@gmail.com

T h e  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  S e c u r i t y 
Administ ration (TSA) approved f light 
training for 25 illegal aliens at a Boston-area 
flight school that was owned by yet another 
illegal alien, according to the Government 
Accountability Office. 

The illegal-alien flight-school attendees 
included eight who had entered the country 
illegally and 17 who had overstayed their 

TSA Let 25 Illegal Aliens Attend Flight School Owned by Illegal Alien

By Dan Namowitz
From cellphones to personal locator 

beacons, emerging technology is giving pilots 
new ways to shorten the search and speed the 
rescue in the event of an accident or incident 
away from the airport, said AOPA Senior 
Vice President of Government Affairs Melissa 
Rudinger at a National Transportation Safety 
Board forum in Washington, D.C.

Most AOPA members responding to a 
survey knew that the search-and-rescue system 
based on emergency locator transmitters 
sending signals on 121.5 MHz is no longer 
monitored by satellite, said Rudinger, who 
took part in the NTSB’s General Aviation 
Search and Rescue Forum as a National Search 
and Rescue Policy panelist. 

With multiple technologies now available 
to pilots for enhancing distress signaling 
capability, almost 75 percent of members 
responding to the survey said they planned to 
carry other devices or location applications in 
the cockpit, she said.

The survey showed that 96 percent of 
members knew that ELTs transmitting on 
121.5 MHz were no longer monitored by 
satellite. With 13 percent of respondents 
reporting using newer ELTs transmitting on 

High-tech search and rescue adds safety
406 MHz, the survey indicated that general 
aviation pilots were well informed on the issue, 
and making a variety of other choices for their 
safety, she said. 

In 2010, the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) proposed banning ELTs 
transmitting on 121.5 MHz. The proposal 
encountered strong opposition from AOPA, 
the aviation industry, and the FAA, which later 
that year formally requested that the FCC drop 
the mandate. ELTs transmitting on 121.5 MHz 
have been installed in the majority of general 
aviation aircraft since 1973. 

Now, emerging technologies “open up 
numerous options for search and rescue in the 
event of an accident or incident,” Rudinger 
said. “In fact, some of the technologies 
offer even greater capabilities than the 
406 MHz ELT. And of course, the FAA’s 
NextGen technology called ADS-B (automatic 
dependent surveillance-broadcast) could 
provide search-and-rescue functionality that 
would make carriage of an ELT redundant.”

With so many choices available to pilots, 
AOPA would continue to oppose the costs and 
redundancy associated with mandating 406 
ELTs, Rudinger said. 

“I want to be clear that this position is not 

opposition to the 406 beacon itself,” she said, 
noting that AOPA has worked collaboratively 
with the search and rescue community to 
educate pilots about 406 MHz ELT technology.

With technology expanding, Rudinger 
urged that the search-and-rescue system 
become capable of detecting data from a wide 
range of sources.

Adopting an open system would avoid 
putting the brakes on innovation by mandating 
a single technology or piece of equipment that 
likely would soon become obsolete, leaving the 
system “stuck in time,” she said.

The two-day event July 17 and 18 was 
chaired by NTSB Chairman Deborah A. P. 
Hersman. All five NTSB members participated 
in the forum held to examine federal 
regulations and policies, and “facilitate dialog 
between search organizations, technology 
manufacturers, and industry groups on the 
issues currently impacting the general aviation 
community.” The forum’s second day was 
dedicated to discussing emerging technologies 
and their future role in general aviation search 
and rescue.

Article courtesy http://www.aopa.org/
advocacy/articles/2012/120718high-tech-
search-and-rescue 

allowed period of admission into the United 
States, according to an audit by the GAO.

 Six of the illegal aliens were actually able 
to get pilot’s licenses.

Discovery of the trouble at the f light 
school began when local police--not federal 
authorities--pulled over the owner of the 
school on a traffic violation and were able to 
determine that he was an illegal alien.

Rep. Mike Rogers (R.-Ala.), chairman of 
the House Homeland Security Subcommittee 
on Transportation Security, said he found the 
GAO’s findings “amazing.”

Although the illegal alien who owned the 
Massachusetts flight school had not undergone 
a required TSA security threat assessment and 
had not been approved for flight training by 
the agency, he nonetheless held two Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) pilot licenses.

The GAO report, released today, is 
entitled General Aviation Security: TSA’s 
Process for Ensuring Foreign Flight Students 
Do Not Pose a Security Risk Has Weaknesses.

A “weakness” in TSA’s Alien Flight 
Student Program, noted by GAO, is that it 
does not check for immigration status.  In 
response to this incident, ICE launched a 
broader investigation of the students enrolled 
at the flight school.”

“ICE found that 25 of the foreign nationals 

at this flight school had applied to AFSP and 
had been approved by TSA to begin flight 
training after their security threat assessment 
had been completed; however,” reads the 
GAO report, “the ICE investigation and our 
subsequent inquiries revealed the following 
issues, among other things:

--“Eight of the 25 foreign nationals who 
received approval by TSA to begin f light 
training were in ‘entry without inspection’ 
status, meaning they had entered the country 
illegally. Three of these had obtained FAA 
airman certificates [pilot’s license]: 2 held 
FAA private pilot certificates and 1 held an 
FAA commercial pilot certificate.

--“Seventeen of the 25 foreign nationals 
who received approval by the TSA to begin 
f light training were in ‘overstay’ status, 
meaning they had overstayed their authorized 
period of admission into the United States.

--“In addition, the flight school owner 
held two FAA airman certificates. Specifically, 
he was a certified Airline Transport Pilot 
(cargo pilot) and a Certified Flight Instructor. 
However, he had never received a TSA security 
threat assessment or been approved by TSA to 
obtain flight training. He had registered with 
TSA as a flight training provider under AFSP.”

“TSA’s analysis indicated that some of the 
25,599 foreign nationals in the FAA airmen 

registry were not in the TSA AFSP database, 
indicating that these individuals had not 
applied to the AFSP or been vetted by TSA 
before taking flight training and receiving 
an FAA airman certificate,” stated the GAO.

The TSA and ICE are working on a pilot 
program for vetting the names of foreign 
nationals against immigration databases.

However, the GAO noted that the two 
agencies “have not specified desired outcomes 
and time frames, or assigned individuals 
with responsibility for fully instituting the 
program.”

T h e  GAO  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d ,  “ We 
recommended that TSA and ICE develop a 
plan, with time frames, and assign individuals 
with responsibility and accountability for 
assessing the results of their pilot program to 
check TSA AFSP data against information 
DHS has on applicants’ admissibility status 
to help detect and identify violations, such as 
overstays and entries without inspection, by 
foreign flight students, and institute that pilot 
program if it is found to be effective.”

“ D H S  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  t h i s 
recommendation and stated that TSA will 
prepare a plan by December 2012 to assess 
the results of the pilot program with ICE to 
determine the lawful status of the active AFSP 
population,” said the GAO.

Skin Cancer
Rates Higher 
Among Pilots
KLS-TV
June 19th, 2012 @ 10:58pm
By Ed Yeates 

SALT LAKE CITY — Retired pilot 
Ray MacKowan flew 30 years with a major 
commercial airliner. He now has regular 
checkups to make sure he stays cancer free 
after doctors successfully removed a basal cell 
carcinoma from his face.

“It was on the side of my cheek,” 
MacKowan explained. “It was about 10 years 
ago in a dermatology appointment. My doctor 
saw something.”

MacKowan said he hears similar stories 
from many of his fellow pilots. 

“One had a chunk of cancer removed from 
the side of his nose, while another gentlemen 
also had a cancer on the cheek,” he said.
Why pilots? 

Dr. Glen Bowen with the Huntsman 
Cancer Institute explained that “in a Nordic 
study of over 10,000 pilots, their risk of skin 
skin cancer compared to a control population 
— namely, people who are not pilots — is 
double, more than double.”

We already know altitude plays a major 
role in skin cancer. If you live in Utah and play 
a lot outdoors, your risk is higher than if you 
romp around in a state at a lower elevation.

So if pilots fly hundreds of hours at a 
higher altitude where UV rays from the sun 
are even higher in concentration, are they more 
vulnerable? Is the riskier UV ray known as 
UVA, which doubles at 50,000 feet, making 
its way into the planes?

That’s what Bowen and his colleagues 
thought they would find. But in preliminary 
data, little dosimeters worn by the pilots and 
another device specifically measuring UVA 
from various locations in the plane did not 
support the theory.

The windscreen on the planes apparently 
(Continued on page 8)
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••• BUSINESS  DIRECTORY •••

Burrows Aviation LLC

Discount Aircraft Salvage
Specializing in retrival and parting out of wrecked aircraft

• Insurance Work
• Engines, Radios and Airframe Parts
• Located at Deer Park Airport

Don Morse
1109 N. Cedar Ave.
Deer Park, WA 99006

Bus: (509) 276-2849
Home: (509) 935-6761

Cell: (509) 993-8286
1-800-826-4771

www.discountaircraftsalvage.com

Add your card to the Business Directory for $150/year

SKYLITES • SUNROOMS • RAILINGS
Brad Anderson

Territory Manager, NW WA, Alaska, Hawaii
cell: (425) 508-8017  • brada@crystaliteinc.com

Local: (425) 259-6000
Fax: (425) 258-6734

“Your Clear Choice”

Sales Offi ce: 3320 Pine Street
Mailing: 3307 Cedar Street
Everett, WA 98201-4517

Skylights
Custom Skylights
Tubular Skylights
Sunrooms
Aluminum Railing - Glass Infi ll
Auluminum Railing - Stainless Cable
Aluminum Railing - Picket
Raw Glass

Skin System - DIY Patio Cover
Polycarbonate Corrugated 
Sheeting
Roof Access Hatches
Light Transmitting Smoke Vents
Flat Sheet and Break Shapes
Acrylic and Plastic Sheets

1-800-666-6065 • www.CrystaLiteinc.com

August 5, 2012 (Sunday)
Seafair
August 7, 2012 (Tuesday)
Arlington Chapter @ NASA Restaurant 6:00 pm
August 8, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
August 10, 2012 (Friday)
Abbotsford Air Show
August 11, 2012 (Saturday)
Harvey Field Chapter @ Snohomish Flying Service 10:00 am
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
Abbotsford Air Show
August 12, 2012 (Sunday)
Abbotsford Air Show
August 15, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
Olympia Chapter Meeting @ Pearson Air 7:00 pm
August 16, 2012 (Thursday)
Clallam County Chapter @ Rite Bros. Aviation 7:00 pm
Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter meets alternating between
Omak and Tonasket
August 17, 2012 (Friday)
Green River Chapter @ Trotter’s Auburn 7:00pm
Sullivan Lake Fly In - Co sponsored by RAF & WSPA, Please RSVP Bob Kay 
rkay@theraf.org  or 253 630 9086
August 18, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
Thun Field Cub Fly In
Sullivan Lake Fly In - Co sponsored by RAF & WSPA, Please RSVP Bob Kay 
rkay@theraf.org or 253 630 9086
August 19, 2012 (Sunday)
Sullivan Lake Fly In - Co sponsored by RAF & WSPA, Please RSVP Bob Kay 
rkay@theraf.org or 253 630 9086
August 22, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
Tri-Cities Chapter 6:30pm @ Bergstroms FBO
August 23, 2012 (Thursday)
Deer Park Chapter @ Deer Park Airport Administration Building 6:30 pm
August 24, 2012 (Friday)
Republic Fly In
August 25, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
Republic Fly In
August 26, 2012 (Sunday)
Republic Fly In

August 29, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
September 1, 2012 (Saturday)
Flyers Club Breakfast 9am @ Trotters Auburn
EAA Breakfast @ 7S3 (Oregon) www.eaa105.org
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
September 4, 2012 (Tuesday)
Arlington Chapter @ NASA Restaurant 6:00 pm
September 5, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
September 6, 2012 (Thursday)
Yakima Valley Chapter
Free Admission www.museumoffl ight.org
September 7, 2012 (Friday)
Paine Chapter Hangar Party 6:30 pm
September 8, 2012 (Saturday)
Harvey Field Chapter @ Snohomish Flying Service 10:00 am
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
September 12, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
September 14, 2012 (Friday)
NorAm Aerobatic Contest @ Ephrata
September 15, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
NorAm Aerobatic Contest @ Ephrata
September 19, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
Spokane Chapter 6pm @ Longhorn BBQ
Olympia Chapter Meeting @ Pearson Air 7:00 pm
September 20, 2012 (Thursday)
Clallam County Chapter @ Rite Bros. Aviation 7:00 pm
Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter meets alternating between Omak and Tonasket
September 22, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
September 26, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
Tri-Cities Chapter 6:30pm @ Bergstroms FBO
September 27, 2012 (Thursday)
Deer Park Chapter @ Deer Park Airport Administration Building 6:30 pm 
September 29, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
October 2, 2012 (Tuesday)
Arlington Chapter @ NASA Restaurant 6:00 pm
October 3, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am

SAIB Issued for Cracks on Beechcraft
Duchess Main Landing Gear

FAA has issued a Special Airworthiness Information 
Bulletin (SAIB) to inform owners and operators of the Hawker 
Beechcraft Duchess about an issue with cracks found in the 
main landing gear “A” frame assemblies of these aircraft. The 
landing gear part numbers (P/Ns) identifi ed in the SAIB were 
previously exempted from a repetitive inspection requirement 
with an earlier Airworthiness Directive (AD 97-06-10). Despite 
this AD’s inspection requirement exemption, FAA recommends 
owners and operators of these aircraft continue to inspect of the 
“A” frame assemblies with these P/Ns, as well as submit reports 
of any cracks or failures found. To view the SAIB online, visit: 
http://bit.ly/Lfi CqG . 

Emergency AD Issued for Cessna 210 
Prompted by reports of cracked wing spar caps on several 

Cessna 210s, the FAA issued an emergency Airworthiness 
Directive (AD) on Monday, May 21, that requires select Cessna 
210 models to be inspected and the results of those inspections 
be reported back to the FAA. The AD goes into effect on June 
5, 2012, and affects 3,665 airplanes of U.S. registry.         

If cracks are found during the inspection, further fl ight is 
prohibited until the cracked part (spar cap, wing spar, or wing, 
as applicable) is replaced with a serviceable part, or until an 
FAA-approved modifi cation is incorporated. This condition, 
if not corrected, could result in structural failure of the wing 
with consequent loss of control.

For more information, you can reference the AD at: https://
federalregister.gov/a/2012-11944. 
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To view the issue online, visit: http://www.faa.gov/news/safety_
briefi ng/ .   
Produced by the FAA Safety Briefi ng editors, http://www.faa.gov/
news/safety_briefi ng/
Address questions or comments to: SafetyBriefi ng@faa.gov. 

Acquire the Zen of Safe Mountain Flying
If your desire to enjoy the splendor and beauty of a 

mountain range doesn’t include special footwear and climbing 
gear, a GA airplane may be just the ticket you need. But, as 
author Susan Parson points out in her article “The Zen of 
Mountain Flying,” the fl ight environment at higher elevations 
can be very unforgiving of poor planning. The article points 
out several factors pilots need to consider when planning a 
mountain fl ight, including density altitude, winds, visibility, 
and the performance capabilities of your aircraft.

Parson also suggests that unless you learned to fl y in the 
mountains or possess extensive mountain fl ying experience, 
you should consider taking a recognized mountain fl ying course 
to obtain the knowledge and skills needed to operate safely in 
this environment. 

Done properly, mountain fl ying can signifi cantly add to 
your repertoire of aviation skills and memorable adventures. 

blocks out all UVC and UVB rays, and 50 to 70 percent of the 
UVA rays. In fact, overall exposure was substantially less than 
what bicycle racers absorb on the ground.

So what else? What about cosmic rays at that altitude? 
“It’s been calculated that the amount of radiation in an 

airplane going from Los Angles to New York in a cross-country 
trip is the same radiation that is equivalent to a chest X-ray,” 
Bowen said.

That’s not a lot, but as Bowen suggests, the secret might 
be found in studying long-term effects. Pilots simply may be 
in a unique situation where the risk is cumulative from several 
sources.

Thirty to 50 percent UVA and low-level cosmic rays in the 
plane and easy access to tropical destinations, or other places 
where it’s warm and sunny, may all be contributing factors. 
Whatever is going on, something is happening to more than 
double their risk for skin cancer.
More research needed 

“I think it would be a good idea to let us all fi nd out what 
could be done, if anything,” pilot Bill Banner said.

Dave Haymond, president of the Utah General Aviation 
Association agreed. “I would think that if there is in fact a risk, 
we would want to know about it for sure,” he said.

Dave Chapman, who’s also a pilot, said he’s known many 
men and women in the profession who have had bouts of skin 
cancer over his 23-year career.

“The interest in skin cancer is in the back of people’s 
minds, so I think it would be welcome to hear what they 
have to say,” said Pat Morely, director of the Utah Division of 
Aeronautics.

And Bowen and his team will have more to say. Since 
pilots fl y free to those warmer sunny climates, do they spend 
more vacation time basking in the sun, again adding to that 
so-called cumulative effect?

Medical professionals don’t know, but Huntsman 
researchers hope to fi nd some answers as they continue the 
next phase of their study.

Skin Cancer 
(Continued from page 7)

Making Flying Fun!
Be sure to check out the new July/August 2012 issue of 

FAA Safety Briefi ng, which explores the fun side of personal 
fl ying. Articles focus on many of the interesting activities and 
opportunities pilots have to keep the spirit of fun and adventure 
in aviation alive and well.    

For more on how to acquire the zen of mountain fl ying, see 
the article in the May/June 2012 issue of FAA Safety Briefi ng: 
http://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefi ng/. 


