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President’s 
Message…

Tempus Fugit. And so do 
we. With good fortune handing 
us d r ier weather, the f ly ing 
opportunities have been much 
greater flying weather as spring 
turned to summer. While not 
particularly noticeable, the days 
are now beginning to grow shorter 
so I urge you to get out there and 
exercise the privilege of your 
certificate. 

Hop ef u l ly,  you  h a d  a n 
opportunity to join the fun at 
Arlington. Air shows daily (and 
one at night!) helpd satisfy that 

need for seeing and hearing talented folks demonstrate what 
some of our aircraft are capable of. As this issue reaches you, 
the granddaddy of fly ins, AirVenture in Oshkosh will be 
underway. Hope you have the opportunity to go and if not, 
can take advantage of daily reports in the aviation journals 
online. Watch the WPA Facebook page for updates (and I 
call on all members to post the interesting treasures they 
discover while there or on the journey to or from.

There is much to choose from in August. First weekend 
in August has fly ins in Colville and on Orcas in the San 
Juans. You can also find a friend with a boat to take you 
out to the logboom at Seafair to watch the Blue Angels 
and others carve up the sky as well as hydroplanes carve 
up Lake Washington. The following weekend will have 
Anacortes hosting Wings and Wheels. Abbotsford will also 
have some of the best in the Canadian Northwest, as they 
have since 1962. Over at Sullivan Lake, RAF, Deer Park 
Chapter and WSPA will gather for some sprucing up and 
some recognition for a dear departed friend. Bring your lake 
toys for that one. RAF will cook the steaks if you bring a 
side dish or a dessert, but be sure to register on the RAF 
web site. Out in Pendleton, from Aug 13 – 16, you’ll find 
the @014 Beaver State Aerobatic Contest. August 16 will 
find the North West Antique Airplane Club holding their 
Northwest Classic Fly In at Scapoose. Plan to arrive with 
VFR minimums fuel, so that you can depart with tanks 
full of their notoriously inexpensive avgas. (How do they 
do that?) Later, on the weekend of the 23rd, you’ll find 
Thun Cubs and Classics, sponsored by Spencer Aircraft. 
Our friends to the north will be celebrating with a fly in 
at Lynden. Some great news to see is the fact that over the 
22 – 24, the Wings Over Republic weekend returns and 
deserves our support for overcoming some challenges – 
sure to be a great time.On that same weekend, and a little 
farther afield, the folks at Pacific Northwest Flying and 
Flights Above the Pacific Northwest (FATPNW) will be 
converging on Lake Alvord Desert Fly In. With a number 
of amateur astronomers, looking at the skies with no light 
pollution promises a great experience. Stay hydrated! And 
one more event over the weekend of the 23rd is the Renton 
Airport hosting a Seaplane Festival. On the weekend of the 
30th Historic Flight Foundation on Paine Field will host 
Vintage Aircraft Weekend. The launch party on Friday 
evening with period  dress encouraged and swing dance 
lessons is a blast. Also that weekend, Bremerton hosts its 
Blackberry Festival with lots happening at the airport and 
shuttle service (Saturday only) to the festivities downtown.

Some of you are wondering if I missed something. No…
just saving the best for last. We are lucky here in Washington 
to have AOPA hosting one of only six fly ins around the 
country right here in our state, at Spokane’s Felts Field on 
August 16. This is the one to attend for sure. It promises 
to be an absolutely great event. My advice though is to 
arrive early to ensure a place to park on the field. Let ‘em 
know you’re coming and they’ll give you and your family 

By Marian Heale

Les Smith,  
WPA President

(Continued on page 3)

AOPA Gears Up For  
It’s Fourth Regional Fly-In

August 16 is just around the corner, and AOPA is gearing 
up to arrive in Washington  with their tents, equipment, and 
personnel to put on one of the biggest Fly-Ins Felts Field has 
seen in a number of years. 

AOPA has had well over 2,000 attendees at each of 
the three regional Fly-Ins they have held this year in Texas, 
Indiana, and Massachusetts, and is expecting a similar 
response to their event in Spokane. Over 30 exhibit booths and 
a similar number of display aircraft are expected.”

The Fly-In kicks off with early arrivals on Friday, August 
15th.  A camping area has been designated for those who 
want to stay with their airplanes.  Ferry vans, rental cars, 
and taxis will take others to area motels and hotels.  The 
alternative airport, should Felts Field get to busy or full to 
accept additional aircraft, will be Spokane International with 
chartered busses transporting people to Felts.  To check for 
local accommodations and transportation, go to AOPA’s web 
site at AOPA.org.       

Friday evening there will be three events for attendees.  
AOPA will host a Rusty Pilot Seminar from 6:30 PM to 9 PM 
for those who have been involved in aviation and would like to 
return.  Cirrus Aircraft will host an invitation-only gathering 
to update prospective clients on new aircraft and amenities 
the company has to offer.  There will also be an educational 
and entertaining event in the camping area which has not yet 
been scheduled.   

Seminars set for Saturday after a pancake breakfast and 
again after the AOPA lunch will be as follows:

Event Speakers
Mark Baker, AOPA President and CEO 
Pilot Town Hall 
Mark took office as AOPA’s fifth president in 2013. An 
accomplished general aviation pilot, he began flying at the 
age of 16. He has owned numerous aircraft over the years, 
including a Beech 18 on floats. A native of Minnesota, he is 
an avid seaplane pilot. He has more than 7,500 hours and holds 
multiple ratings. 

Bruce Landsberg, AOPA Foundation President 
“Weather Challenge” 
Bruce leads the AOPA Foundation, which funds the work 
of the Air Safety Institute. The organization is nationally 
recognized, with numerous awards on aviation safety 
leadership and educational program excellence. He writes the 
monthly “Safety Pilot” column in AOPA Pilot magazine, has a 
weekly blog, and is a frequent seminar and webinar presenter. 

Mike Busch, CEO of 
Savvy Maintenance Management, Inc.; A&P/IA 
“How Healthy Is Your Engine?” 
Mike is arguably the best-known A&P/IA in general aviation. 
In 2008 he was honored by the FAA as National Maintenance 
Techni cian of the Year. He writes a monthly “Savvy Aviator” 
column on maintenance-related subjects on the AOPA 
Opinion Leaders Blog. 

Addison Pemberton’s Super Cub Lining Up For a Landing on Felts Field’s Runway 4 Left. Photo by Mike Scalera

Last spring the WPA board voted to join the Association of 
Washington Business, (AWB), to facilitate our representation 
to elected officials.  Within the AWB is an aviation task 
force which includes Alaska Airlines, WPA, WAMA and 
other stakeholders.  The primary topic of discussion is: 
where is the State of Washington going to get the money 
to implement the Aviation Investment Study completed 

by WSDOT Aviation Division?  
During the last legislative session 
the aviation stakeholders almost got 
the airplane excise tax law revised 
to where 100% of the tax would go 
to the WSDOT / Aviation Divisions 
as opposed to the current 15%.

The Aviat ion Investment 
Study is a large document with a lot 
of supporting detail.  The Executive 
Summary is a great “Cliff Notes” 
version that references the details.  
It’s all available on the WSDOT / 
Aviation website.  Special thanks 

to Tristan Atkins and the staff as the Aviation Division for all 
the work they have done and continue to do.

The plot thickens a bit when it becomes apparent than 
new revenues are going to be required to fund these airport 
improvement projects.  Alaska Airlines is an AWB member 
that would not support taxes on airline fuel that do not use these 
airports that are the subject of the study.  But currently the 
airlines provide not one dime of support for the state aviation 
infrastructure that includes the Aviation Division.

One of the greatest challenges are the exemptions that so 
many users of these airports have to the state fuels tax.  Pretty 
much everyone but you and I are exempt from the tax.  Law 
enforcement and MedEvac are exempt from the tax and they 
are extensive users of the state airports system.  The Federal 
Government.is also exempt.  These exemptions need to go 
away to properly fund the system.

Legislation will be re-introduced this legislative session 
to revise the excise tax law.  That is a good first step.  We will 
be asking for you to contact your legislators to support this.

See you 16 August at the AOPA Fly-in at KSFF. 
Dave Lucke, WPA Past President

Legislative Report August
By Dave Lucke

(Continued on page 4)
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A Publication of the Washington Pilots Association

227 Bellevue Way NE, PMB 397
Bellevue, WA 98004

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to: wings@wpaflys.org

Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:
PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE

Bellevue, WA 98004-9721
WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions 
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

Washington Pilots Association

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

JOIN WPA
www.wpaflys.org
Please Join or renew today!
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Spokane International
9000 W. Airport Drive, #204 Spokane, WA  99224

Airport Businesses and Visitors

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

AIRPORT BUSINESSES
Counties in Impact Region: Spokane 
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs on the airport footprint (excluding businesses that are not aviation-dependent).
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs located on the airport footprint.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Estimated Economic Impact Direct Total Impact
Jobs                       2,020 4,612
Labor Income  $        111,900,000 222,100,000
Output  $        391,400,000 708,500,000

VISITOR SPENDING
Impact Region: Washington State (once visitors land they may spend their money throughout the state).
Total Visitor Spending: Estimated total annual spending by visitors traveling through this airport.
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs supported by the total estimated visitor expenditures.
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs supported by visitor expenditures.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original visitor spending that remains in the state (some visitor spending

dollars paid to businesses will be exported out of the state).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Total Estimated Visitor Spending: 377,128,900$        
Direct Indirect/Induced Total Impact All State Impacts % State Impact

Jobs                      3,877                       1,975 5,852 94,000 6.23%
Labor Income  $       109,200,000  $          92,300,000 201,500,000$      3,311,700,000$     6.08%
Output  $       327,500,000 285,800,000$        613,300,000$      10,160,600,000$   6.04%

FISCAL IMPACTS

Estimated Taxes Paid to Each Jurisdiction Type
Cities Counties Special Districts State Total Taxes

Airport Businesses  $                  2,000  $               190,000  $             905,000  $           3,900,000 4,997,000$          
Visitors  $           3,100,000  $            3,200,000  $          3,200,000  $         18,600,000 28,100,000$        
Total  $           3,102,000  $            3,390,000  $          4,105,000  $         22,500,000  $       33,097,000 
NOTE: Tax estimates include Aircraft Excise Tax, Property Tax, Business & Occupation Tax, Sales Tax, Aviation Fuel Tax,
            State and Local Utility Taxes, Rental Car Tax, and Lodging Tax.
            Special Districts include Transit, Schools, Hospitals, Fire, EMS, Parks, Ports, Utilities, and others.

Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced

                                                     2,592 
 $                                       110,200,000 
 $                                       317,100,000 

Printed: 3/22/2012
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Airport Businesses and Visitors
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Spokane International
9000 W. Airport Drive, #204 Spokane, WA  99224

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 06 Federal: Airport Elevation:           2,385 
Associated City: Spokane Approach Category:
County: Spokane State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: Joint Number: 2 FAA: IVC
Owner: City of Spokane/Spokane CountyType(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/15/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 3 Number of Cargo Carriers 5
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 19 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) 93,424
Medical Transport Single-Engine 54
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 0 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 0 AIS Last Updated: 12/23/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 0 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 0 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 76 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 10/28/2009 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 2 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 76 - 471
Operations 79,120 - 313,954 

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

1,592,126
1,527,955
1,715,773

B757

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

C: 121 to < 
141 knots

Commercial Service Airport - 
Primary

Asphalt/Concrete,
Asphalt

Spokane International Airport is a 4,800 acre commercial service airport served by six airlines and
two primary air cargo carriers. The airport processed over 3 million passengers and 47,686 U.S. air
cargo tons in 2010. It is the second largest airport in the State of Washington and recognized by
the FAA as a small hub.

Commercial

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 1026 1000 1217 1000
Military Local 476 952 1000 618
Commercial Air Taxi 29844 19123 14179 13568
Commercial Air Carrier 25174 43272 37430 38976
General Itinerant 18535 16251 14080 14121
General Local 16299 14083 13491 10837
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Airport Businesses and Visitors
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Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
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Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced
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Ph: 509 991.6133
Fax: 509 276.7070

bill.flo.moore@gmail.com

Northwest Flight School is a FAA Part 
141 school that offers training for all FAA 
licenses.  The schools’ f leet includes five 
Cessna 172s, (all with custom interiors done 
by Highlands Upholstery),a Cessna 340 
and three new Cirrus aircraft.  NWFS was 
recently approved to become a Cirrus Training 
Center and has three on staff CSIP’s.  Flight 
training is offered at two locations, Spokane 
International Airport and the new satellite 
location at Spokane Felts Field.      

Aircraft Solutions (the sister company 
to Northwest Flight School and housed in the 
same building) is a Cessna Authorized Service 
Facility and Cirrus Service Center.  In addition 
to servicing the Northwest Flight School 
fleet, Aircraft Solutions takes maintenance 
customers by referral and is always glad to 
help a stranded pilot. The mechanic group has 
experience ranging from Single Engine Piston 
to Corporate Jets.  

Aircraft Solutions' core concept is to 
minimize aircraft down time by having 
multiple services under one roof. No longer 

will aircraft have to go in the shop for an 
avionics upgrade only to have it roll into 
another shop for an annual inspection. Having 
both things done at the same place saves time 
and money. Aircraft Solutions has also added 
an upholstery shop and detailing team to the 
mix to create a one of a kind service center. 

Spokane International Airport serves as 
the perfect location for our main repair station 
because of its long runways, ample ramp and 
hangar space, convenient airline connections 
and reasonable priced hotels.

Aircraft Solutions also offers Flight 
Instruction, Aircraft Rental, and Part 91 pilot 
and aircraft services through its dba Northwest 
Flight School, located in the same facility. The 
employees of Aircraft Solutions know that the 
airport never really closes, and because of that 
we make ourselves available 24 hours a day 7 
days a week. If you need anything please get 
in contact with us day or night!

Normal Business Hours: Monday thru 
Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm Pacific; Available 
on a call-out basis 24/7/365

NW Flight School and Aircraft 
Solutions Serving Spokane 
International Airport 

XN Air is a full service FBO located 
at Spokane International Airport near the 
intersection of taxiways D and G on the 
North Pilot Ramp.  XN is focused on quality 
customer service that meets all the needs 
of corporate and private aircraft operators. 
A f t e r-hou r s  a r r iva l s  ca n  be  ea s i ly 
accommodated.   

XN’s new Executive Terminal provides 
pilots and passengers with all the comforts 
they require including:  pilot and passenger 
lounges, showers, laundry facility, conference 
room, flight briefing area, wireless internet, 
Direct TV, convenience store, with snacks 
and beverages, gift shop, complimentary Café 
Pazzesco coffee / ice / newspapers / popcorn, 
and the Hangar 77 Bistro is located in the XN 
building.  Full concierge services are available.

XN is able to provide significant discounts 
on all the best hotels in the Spokane area, 
shuttle service to airport terminal, plane 

side rental cars (Hertz, preferred vendor 
and Enterprise is also available), in-house 
catering, golf course recommendations, and 
information on local events and attractions.

XN Air has teamed with many area hotels 
to provide a mix of quality and affordably 
priced accommodations. Those coming to 
Spokane should contact their customer service 
department for up-to-date pricing on your 
preferred hotel.  Links and location to some 
of our participating hotels can be found in the 
local directory.  If you don't see what you're 
looking for, please contact XN, and they will 
assist in tailoring arrangements that meet your 
specific needs.

XN Air offers a number of choices to 
fulfill catering needs.  To place an order, 
contact their customer service department.

The address is, Spokane International 
Airport, 8126 Pilot Drive, Spokane, WA 99224

866.755.5204, 509.455.5204 

XN Air at Spokane 
International Airport
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President’s Message (Continued from page 1)

Naval Air Station Sand Point 
Reunion (1925-1995)
90th Anniversary Celebration 
1st Flight around the World
Seattle Washington - September 26-28, 2014

A reunion will be held at Sand Point on September 26-28th for all of those who served at 
Sand Point, including over 17,000 WWII aviators. All reunion activities are coordinated with 
the celebration of the 90th anniversary of the 1st flight around the world. Over 50,000 people 
greeted the returning Douglas Cruisers and US Army Air Service airmen as they landed at Sand 
Point at 1:28pm on September 28, 1924. The logistics of the 175 day journey were primarily 
the responsibility of the US Navy and Coast Guard. The project was truly a joint service effort 
and a key element US military capability development. At 1:28pm, exactly 90 years later, Bob 
Dempster will arrive with Seattle II, a reproduction Douglas Cruiser at Sand Point. Bob will 
be greeted by City officials and interviewed by a modern day Lowell Thomas on the exploits 
of the journey.

For addition information and registration forms for this historical weekend event, email 
or call Al Banholzer at 425-228-6330 or aeberb@q.com

The Arlington Fly-In, know as the West Coast Premier Recreation Aviation Event, took 
place July 10-12, at the Arlington Municipal Airport, WN.  The sponsors of the event say, “Our 
mission to share the joy of flight comes alive during this three day celebration.”   

Arlington Fly-In, located at the Arlington Municipal Airport, began as a one day fly-in and 
spaghetti feed in 1969.  It has grown to become one of the most popular sport aviation events 
in the West. The “County Fair with Airplanes” is one of the friendliest Fly-In destinations.  

This event has something for everyone, from radio controlled flight to Hot Air Balloons 
to Bi-Plane rides.  Over 1,000 aircraft including Powered Parachutes, Home Builts, Classic, 
Vintage and Warbirds. and 55,000 guests participated in and enjoyed the festival.  As in past 
years, it consisted of aerobatic routines, hands-on workshops, educational forums, aircraft 
judging and many other aviation-oriented activities.  

Arlington Fly-In a 
Great Success

a free lunch. See what it’s all about at http://
www.aopa.org/Community-and-Events/
AOPA-Fly-Ins/Spokane. I ordered my WPA 
branded shirt and plan to wear it while I’m 
there. Let’s give them a big WPA welcome! 
While you’re at it, give some time and energy 
by volunteering for the event. It takes great 
volunteers to make a great event and WPA 

is full of great volunteers. Find out more 
here: http://www.aopa.org/Community-and-
Events/AOPA-Fly-Ins/Volunteer#volunteer 
Thanks for that consideration!

Most impor tantly, go f ly! There’s 
nothing like getting above it all!

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

JOIN WPA
WPA is working to advance the interests of 

general aviation in Washington State.

www.wpaflys.org
Please Join or renew today!

Arlington Fly-In Attendees Await Saturday Night’s Air Show  
as the Moon Makes a Show of Her Own.

A Cessna-195, one of the Award Winners at the Arlington Fly-In.



Page 4 - WPA Wings August-September 2014

WPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter gen-
erally meets on the second Thursday of every 
third month (February, May, August and No-
vember) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are held in the 
Micro Aerodynamics hangar on the airport. 
Contact Chapter President Karl Fischbach, 
TeamFischbach@gmail.net, 360-770-4260.
ARLINGTON - The Arlington chapter meets 
the first Tuesday of each month at Hubbs 
Pizza and Pasta in Arlington at  21102 67th 
Ave NE Arlington WA 98223 not the NASA 
Cafe at the Arlington Airport. We gather for 
dinner at 6pm and the meeting starts at 7pm. 
For more information contact Michael 
Tally, 425-359-0133.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Jim Posner, 
415-990-0664, jimposner@comcast.net for 
further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
chapter meets on the third Thursday of the 
month at Rite Bros (FBO) at Port Angeles 
Fairchild International Airport (CLM). Meet-
ings begin at 7:00 pm, and all are welcome. 
For more info on the Clallam County 
chapter, contact Jerry Nichols, oldnick@
olypen.com, 800-292-2978.
COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-684-1566.

DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meets at 
the Deer Park Airport (KDEW) Administration 
Building on the last Thusday of the month, ex-
cept in February, November and December. 
The Administration building is located near 
the south end of the airport. A potluck dinner 
begins at 6:30 pm, with an aviation-related 
program beginning at 7:15, followed by a 
short business meeting. Guests are always 
welcome. For more information about Deer 
Park chapter and its activities, please 
contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER – The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviat ion program.  
For meeting information and other 
chapter activities, including group fly-
outs, WINGS programs and other special 
events please visit http://www.wpaflys.
org/Chapters/GreenRiver/EnRoute_
Monthly_Editions/current.pdf or send 
an email to the Chapter President Jim 
Flynn at JKRV6A2@skynetbb.com or call 
206-498-4409.
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The Harvey 
Field chapter meets on the second Saturday 
of each month, year round, at 10:00 am in 
Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For more infor-
mation on activities, please visit the WPA 
web site, click on the Harvey Field Chapter, 
and visit the Activities Calendar. For more 
information contact Charles Hower at 
425-418-7655.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The North 
Sound chapter meets every second Thurs-
day of the month (except during June, July 

and August), at 7:00 pm at the Whatcom 
Educational Credit Union WECU® 600 Block 
of Holly St.  in Bellingham.  For more info 
on the North Sound chapter, contact Kelly 
Beerman,  kellybeerman@comcast.net, 
360-441-0145.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- The 
Okanogan & Ferry County chapter meets 
on the third Thursday of the month, 6:30 
at Whistler Restaurant in Tonasket. Our 
May meeting is the third Saturday at Twisp 
Airport. We have an afternoon Fly-in and 
Fry-in steak fry. Our August meeting is 
held at the Republic Fly-in on Saturday 
afternoon. If anyone is in the Twisp area 
on Friday afternoon please join us at our 
“meat burn” fire pit. Call Bob Hoffman for 
information at 509-997-8141 or Lee Orr at 
509-486-4502.
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit  
www.wpaflys.org/chapters/paine or send 
email to paine-president@wpaflys.org

SHELTON-SANDERSON - Bruce Loften, 
President, 360-455-4044
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER -  The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter has the 
following meetings scheduled for 2010:  
4th Thursday in May and September at 
7:00pm  and Sunday Brunch on December 
4.  Meetings are held at the Dollars Corner 

Fire Station.  For more information, contact 
Bob Brown at 360-607-5060.
SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
Chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner at 
Darcy’s at the old University Mall at University 
and Sprague beginning at 6:00 pm. Meeting 
program information and upcoming special 
events can always be found on the WPA 
webpage under the Spokane Chapter 
tab. For more information, contact 
Chapter President Charlie Cleanthous, 
ccleanthous@comcast.net or call 509-
496-9109.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets 
at 6:30 pm at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, 
Tri-Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month. For 
information contact Chapter President 
Mike White, mikeywhite@charter.net, 
509-586-9785.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors chapter 
meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location TBD. For 
meeting details and more info, contact 
Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.com , 360-
289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Don Flick, donaldflick@
nwi.net, 509-885-6105
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the first 
Thursday of the month. For meeting 
location and other details, contact Cindy 
Fahsholtz, President at 509-895-4061, 
email cindyfahsholtz@yvmh.org.

Most Chapters keep updated 
information on the WPAFLY.org

website. Click on the “Chapters” tab
for more information.

If you have not already renewed your Washington Pilots Association 
membership for 2014, please consider doing so now.  It’s easy.  Go to 
www.wpaflys.org, there on the right side is a red “Join or Renew Online 
Today” button which will take you through the simple process step by 
step.  If you have any questions please send me note or give me a call.

Thank you for supporting your Washington Pilots Association.
Frank E. Hummel, Membership Director
Frankh909@gmail.com, (206) 499-9384

It is not too late to renew your 
WPA membership for 2014

General aviation generates $50.9 billion 
in economic activity, supports 248,500 jobs 
and payroll of $15.3 billion, and enhances 
the lives of Washington state residents, said 
Gov. Jay Inslee in proclaiming June "General 
Aviation Appreciation Month."

With 134 public-use airports, 19,044 
pilots, and 9,112 general aviation aircraft, 
Washington has "a dynamic system of airports 
that year after year strengthen our economy 
and quality of life," added Tristan Atkins, 
director of aviation for the Washington State 
Department of Transportation. In 2012 Atkins’ 
division completed an Aviation Economic 
Impact Study to update previous transportation 
planning research. The study included a goal 
of promoting a "broad understanding" of the 
role aviation plays within the state’s economy.

Inslee’s proclamation highlighted that role, 
emphasizing the state’s "significant interest in 
the continued viability of general aviation, 

aerospace, aircraft manufacturing, educational 
institutions, aviation organizations, and 
community airports and airport operators."

Commerce, tourism, and emergency 
responses all benefit from a healthy state 
aviation economy in which 44 char ter 
companies, 113 repair stations, 28 f light 
schools, and 64 fixed-base operators all 
participate, he said.

"AOPA thanks Governor Inslee for 
recognizing general aviation as a critical 
component of the state’s transportation 
system," said David Ulane, AOPA Northwest 
Mountain regional manager. "Working with 
the Washington Pilots Association, the 
Washington Airport Management Association, 
and the Washington State Department of 
Transportation's Aviation Division, AOPA 
hopes to continue telling the important story 
of GA in the Evergreen State."

Rod Machado, AOPA’s National CFI Spokesman 
“Yoke and Pedal-The Lost 
Art of Flying an Airplane” 
Rod is on a one-man mission to keep the fun 
in learning. He wrote and co-anchored ABC’s 
Wide World of Flying. He is a columnist for 
AOPA Pilot and Flight Training magazines 
and is the flight instruc tor on Microsoft Flight 
Simulator and has written several books, 
including Rod Machado’s Private Pilot 
Handbook and Plane Talk. Rod has an ATP 
and all fixed-wing flight instructor ratings. 

Tom George, AOPA Alaska Regional Manager 
“Flying to Alaska” 
Tom works with government agencies and 
industry groups to promote GA on behalf of 
AOPA members in Alaska. He serves on the 
governor’s Alaska Aviation Advisory Board, 

the Denali National Park Overflights council, 
and a number of other advisory groups. He 
owns a small business that acquires aerial 
photography for scientific and industrial 
applications with his Cessna 185.

 Flying Companion Seminar Intro. 
Spokane Turbine Center Classroom  FREE 
Local 99s include CFI’s, Aeronautical 
Engineer and even a Student pilot will cover: 
Aviation Safety: Passengers’ Rights -15 min - 
Pat Bening;   Cockpit Resource Management 
-How to Help Your Pilot -15 min (includes 
checklists) -Liz Jones or Emma Tate;   Do 
Touch That Dial - Listening and Talking on 
the Radio-15 min – Elsbeth;    Where Are We? 
Maps and Navigation -10 min - Kathy Brown 
Safety on the Ground -Airport Operations -5 
min Karin Rodland

At A Glance

8:30-10:00 a.m.  Pancake Breakfast 

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  Exhibits and Aircraft Displays open

10:30-11:30 a.m.  Seminars and Safety Briefings

11:30-1:15 p.m.  Lunch - Free for members and families  
 ($10 non-members)

1:30-2:30 p.m.  Seminars and Safety Briefings

2:45-3:30 p.m.  Pilot Town Hall with AOPA  
 President Mark Baker

4:00 p.m.   Fly-In Ends

Washington State 
Celebrates Aviation

AOPA Gears Up For It’s Fourth Regional Fly-In (Continued from page 1)

By Dan Namowitz 

From left to right: David Ketchum, WSCAA; Ryan Zulauf, WAMA; Devin Osting Alliance 
for Aviation Across America; Kandace Harvey, WAMA; Gov. Jay Inslee; Tristan Atkins, 
WSDOT; Les Smith, WPA; David Ulane, AOPA.
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800-275-7345
503-640-4686

Fax 503-640-3071
5625 NE Elam Young Pkwy

Hillsboro, OR 97124
www.regalaviation.com

Welcome to XN AIR at Spokane

“Get your facts first, then distort them as 
much as you like.” So said Mark Twain. But 
sometimes a reporter distorts a crusade in 
search of something nefarious that just isn’t 
there or is a small part of the whole truth.

USA Today reporter Thomas Frank 
in a recent article interviewed families of 
general aviation aircraft accident victims and 
took carefully edited video clips to create a 
“compelling must-view” narrative on how 
unsafe GA flight is. The premise is that GA 
poses a huge threat that hasn’t improved over 
the years because manufacturers and the FAA 
have blocked safety improvements.

The aircraft or improper maintenance 
represents a small part of the accident 
picture, accounting for 10 to 25 percent 
depending on the year. Generally, it’s pilots 
who cause a crash. It’s the same, by the 
way, for all other forms of human-machine 
interaction. Mechanical faults—in cars, boats, 
motorcycles, and bathtubs—represent a very 
small proportion of accidents.

When Mr. Frank interviewed AOPA he 
asked about the accident rate and number 
of fatalities: They have dropped by 55% and 
75%, respectively, over the last 40 years. It 
seems odd to exclude those salient facts from 
a balanced piece.

The Cessna seat slip problem, which 
might cause a pilot to lose control, was 
mentioned extensively. There was a design 
issue, but it was also very much a maintenance 
issue. In 30-year-old aircraft, or anything 
mechanical, parts (including seat tracks) wear 
out and they have to be maintained. If owners 
fail to heed guidance from the manufacturer on 
product changes and fixes even when warned 
in the direst of terms that it’s important, I fail 
to see how that is the company’s fault. In some 
cases an Airworthiness Directive is issued but 
there has to be solid statistical evidence, not 
isolated incidents.

Fr a n k  n o t e s  t h e  19 9 4  G e n e r a l 
Aviation Revitalization Act (GARA) as 
being inappropriately rammed through 

an unsuspect ing Congress to protect 
manufacturers from product liability. The act 
says that plaintiffs cannot sue manufacturers 
for airframes or any installed parts once they 
are more than 18 years old. If an aircraft has 
been flying safely for nearly two decades it’s 
highly unlikely that a systemic design problem 
would remain undiscovered. I’m not aware 
of any personal transportation product that 
is held to a comparable standard or judged 
retroactively by new standards. GARA also 
does not protect manufacturers from withheld, 
concealed, or misrepresented information—
that wasn’t noted.

Frank cites several anecdotes in his 
article. But somehow he misses one of the 
most egregious product liability cases of all 
time: In 1983, a 1970 Piper Super Cub, with 
a sailplane in tow, collided with a van driven 
onto the runway to block the takeoff. A crude 
(and illegal) camera mount replaced the Cub’s 
front seat and there were no installed rear-seat 
shoulder harnesses where the pilot sat. They 
were not required, although the pilot could 
have chosen to add them. The pilot suffered 
massive head injuries from the camera mount 
and Piper was sued for lack of non-required 
shoulder harnesses—you can read more in 
this case study.

Comparing a new 2012 Cessna Skyhawk 
to an early 1970’s vintage would see substantial 
improvements: Fuel injected engines to 
eliminate carb icing, re-engineered seat 
tracks, better door latches, a full annunciator 
panel, dual vacuum pumps, airbags, shoulder 
harnesses, etc. Somehow none of that made 
the cut either.

Using an automotive metaphor, if you 
drove a 1957 Chevy (a great year) there 
would be no seatbelts, no airbags, no crush 

zones, a solid metal dash instead of padded, 
etc. The public, the NTSB, the NHTSA, 
and presumably Mr. Frank would have no 
expectation of similar safety to a late model 
Chevy.

Likewise, comparing airline operations 
to GA is absurd. No one would think to 
compare the safety record of intercity busses 
to personal vehicles. Frank used NTSB 
former chair Debbie Hersman’s non-sequitur 
comparing GA operations to the airlines—I’m 
disappointed. She knows that’s jumbling the 
fruit basket.

NTSB investigations do sometimes leave 
something to be desired, and in some cases 
they don’t even send an investigator to the 
scene. But in many cases the investigation is 
spot on, but the probable cause findings are 
not allowed in court—merely a quirk in our 
justice system to let an unbiased third party 
present its findings?

The general aviation community takes 
safety very seriously, which is proven almost 
daily in print and online. The Air Safety 
Institute conducts 200 free safety seminars 
annually and has the largest GA safety website 
in the world. None of that was mentioned.

So, with apologies to the many responsible 
video journalists, writers, and editors who 
strive for accuracy, this particular writer and 
editorial team deserve three Pinocchio’s for 
deliberately distorting the facts. They don’t get 
four because there are a few truths contained 
in the story, but to finish with another Twain 
quote, “When in doubt tell the truth. It 
will confound your enemies and astound 
your friends.” I am neither confounded nor 
astounded. Perhaps we’re expecting too much 
from USA Today.

USA TODAY-Unfit to Write?
By Bruce Landsberg, President, AOPA Foundation

Baker takes GA cause to 
Homeland Security Secretary

AOPA President Mark Baker met with Department of 
Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson June 26 to discuss 
issues important to general aviation pilots, particularly Customs 
and Border Protection stops of innocent pilots flying within U.S. 
borders.

Baker noted that the number of stops appears to have 
declined, and that CBP Commissioner R. Gil Kerlikowske had 
initiated a review of the agency’s actions regarding GA aircraft. 
Baker said that CBP took “swift action” to stop the searches 
after he met with Kerlikowske but added that AOPA would hold 
CBP accountable to ensure that future stops are made only in 
those cases in which there is articulable, reasonable suspicion of 
criminal activity or probable cause to support a warrantless search. 

Baker also told Johnson that while CBP and DHS have 
worked with AOPA to make cross-border operations easier for 
general aviation pilots, there still much work to be done. The 
current border-crossing process is “duplicative” and “doesn’t make 
good sense,” Baker said. AOPA is working with the governments 
of Mexico and Canada to get them to accept the information that 
pilots are submitting through the electronic advance passenger 
information system. Assistance from CBP and DHS working 
with their counterparts in the other two governments would help 
improve cross-border operations.

Equally high in AOPA members’ interest is the ability to 
navigate airspace within the United States without burdensome 
procedures established by temporary flight restrictions. Baker 
explained that TFRs “economically and operationally impact 
general aviation,” and that he hoped an open dialogue could be 

established with security agencies to minimize the impact on 
pilots.

Johnson said that the department is interested in exploring 
efficient and effective use of taxpayers’ money, and is moving to 
a risk-based approach for programs. The statement signaled an 
open door for further dialogue, AOPA believes. Baker reiterated 
that the association is committed to working with DHS to lessen 
the burden on general aviation pilots while maintaining national 
security. 

An example of AOPA and the pilot community’s commitment 
to security is the voluntary Airport Watch program, which has 
been implemented at thousands of airports nationwide. Airport 
Watch, modeled after Neighborhood Watch, is a voluntary 
program in which pilots and aircraft owners “lock up and look 
out.” Pilots ensure their aircraft are locked and secured, and report 
any suspicious activity at an airport. Baker informed Johnson that 
the AOPA-TSA program, which was launched with more than $1.5 
million from AOPA, has not received government funding since 
2008 and is languishing.

Baker and AOPA’s advocacy staff will continue to work with 
DHS and other security agencies to ease burdensome regulations 
on pilots. Baker has wasted no time as AOPA president in taking 
general aviation issues straight to the top of the agencies that 
can make a difference—meeting with Transportation Secretary 
Anthony Foxx and multiple times with FAA Administrator 
Michael Huerta, discussing CBP problems with Kerlikowske that 
were quickly remedied, and now addressing burdensome security 
practices with Johnson.

At A Glance

8:30-10:00 a.m.  Pancake Breakfast 

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  Exhibits and Aircraft Displays open

10:30-11:30 a.m.  Seminars and Safety Briefings

11:30-1:15 p.m.  Lunch - Free for members and families  
 ($10 non-members)

1:30-2:30 p.m.  Seminars and Safety Briefings

2:45-3:30 p.m.  Pilot Town Hall with AOPA  
 President Mark Baker

4:00 p.m.   Fly-In Ends

By Alyssa J. Miller

The Flying Tenor Performs at Arlington
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Full-service FBO at KSFF  

FUEL 
100LL & Jet A 

 
AVIONICS 

Sales, Service, and Installations 
 

MAINTENANCE 
 

PILOT SUPPLIES 
 

Line Services 
Terminal Building 

6105 E. Rutter Ave. 
Spokane, WA 99212 

Open Daily 8am to 5pm 
509-939-8197 

Main Facility 
5505 E. Rutter Ave. 
Spokane, WA 99212 

Open M-F 8am to 5pm 
Open Saturdays (seasonal) 

509-534-7371 Washington Sector Call: 425-787-6280   Cell: 425-314-4338
Web: www.wingwaxersnw.com  •  Email: wingwaxerswa@gmail.com

Arlington, WA, (AWO)

Medication 
Do’s and Don’ts

An ongoing subject that continues to 
generate discussion and the need for education 
is the use of medications while flying. As you 
are probably aware, the FAA is continually 
concerned about the use of medications and the 
potential adverse side effects that can result. 
Sedating medications are found as a possible 
contributing factor in a significant number of 
fatal aviation accidents. This may suggest that 
pilots are simply not aware that certain drugs, 
even over the counter (OTCs), may produce 
adverse side effects that can affect cognitive 
function including reaction time, judgment, and 
decision making skills, all of which are obviously 
needed while flying. 

AOPA is nearing completion of an online 
educational course that will help pilots better 
understand some of the basic physiology of the 
body in the aviation environment. An entire 
module of that course deals with the interactions 
of medications and how those drugs can affect 
performance as altitude increases. An important 
point to keep in mind is that certain meds, 
including antihistamines and over the counter 
cold remedies, contain ingredients that are 
sedating and that have long half-lives—the period 
of time after taking a drug for the effectiveness of 
the drug to be reduced by 50 percent. The effects 
of a medication while you’re on the ground may 
be negligible; but at even relatively low altitudes, 
the effects of those meds may become much 
more prominent to the point that potentially 

incapacitating side effects can become present. 
Education about these medications is important, 
so if you have questions about a drug you are 
prescribed or currently taking, contact the 
medical certification folks at AOPA. 

One medication in particular that we have 
received a few questions on is medical marijuana. 
There are now 21 states that allow the use of 
medical marijuana, and at least two states have 
now decriminalized/legalized the possession of 
small quantities for recreational use. It is very 
important to keep in mind that federal law still 
preempts state laws, and marijuana is still and 
most probably will continue to be an illegal 
substance under existing federal statutes. The 
use of cannabis, whether legal or not, is an unsafe 
practice in the aviation environment! It is one 
of the five tested drugs under the federal drug 
abatement guidelines, and is often detected in 
pre-employment and random drug testing in the 
aviation industry. 

Marijuana can affect your cognition 
(attention, memory, and learning) and its effects 
can linger for up to 24 hours after use. It can 
impair your memory of recent events. It causes 
difficulty concentrating, a dreamlike state, 
impaired motor coordination, impaired driving 
skills, and slowed reaction time, and may alter 
you peripheral vision. (Reference: McKay, M.; 
Accident Investigations and Emerging Threats: 
Legal Marijuana; 85th Annual Meeting of the 
Aerospace Medical Meeting; San Diego, CA)

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department 
of Transpor tat ion’s Federal Aviat ion 
Administration (FAA) announced today it has 
received ten replacement fuel proposals from 
producers Afton Chemical Company, Avgas 
LLC, Shell, Swift Fuels and a consortium of BP, 
TOTAL and Hjelmco, for further evaluation 
in the Piston Aviation Fuels Initiative (PAFI), 
an industry-government initiative designed to 
help the general aviation industry transition to 
an unleaded aviation gasoline. The FAA will 
now assess the viability of the candidate fuels 
to determine which fuels may be part of the 
first phase of laboratory testing at the FAA’s 
William J. Hughes Technical Center. The 
goal is for government and industry to work 
together to have a new unleaded fuel by 2018.

“We’re committed to getting harmful 
lead out of general aviation fuel,” said 
Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx. 
“This work will benefit the environment 
and provide a safe and available fuel for our 
general aviation community.”

There are approximately 167,000 general 
aviation aircraft in the United States that 
rely on 100 low lead aviation gasoline for 
safe operation. It is the only remaining 
transportation fuel in the United States that 
contains the addition of lead, a toxic substance, 
to create the very high octane levels needed 
for high-performance aircraft. Commercial 
airplanes have never used leaded gas.

PAFI has been established to facilitate 
the development and deployment of a new 
unleaded aviation gasoline with the least 
impact on the existing piston-engine aircraft 

fleet. PAFI will play a key role in the testing 
and deployment of an unleaded fuel across 
the existing general aviation fleet. Congress 
authorized $6 million for the fiscal year 2014 
budget to support the PAFI test program at the 
FAA Technical Center.

“The FA A, the genera l  av iat ion 
community and the Environmental Protection 
Agency are focused on this issue, and we look 
forward to collaborating with fuel producers to 
make an unleaded aviation gasoline available 
for the general aviation f leet,” said FAA 
Administrator Michael Huerta.

On June 10, 2013, the FAA asked fuel 
producers to submit proposals for replacement 
fuels by July 1, 2014. The goal is to identify, 
select, and provide fleetwide certification for 
fuels determined to have the lowest impact on 
the general aviation fleet. 

The FAA will analyze the candidate fuels 
in terms of their impact on the existing fleet, 
the production and distribution infrastructure, 
their impact on the environment, their 
toxicology and the cost of aircraft operations. 

By Sept. 1, 2014, the FAA will select 
several of the fuels to for phase-one laboratory 
and rig testing. Based on the results of the 
phase one testing, the FAA anticipates that 
two or three fuels will be selected for phase-
two engine and aircraft testing. That testing 
will generate standardized qualification and 
certification data for candidate fuels, along 
with property and performance data. 

For more information go to http://www.
faa.gov/about/initiatives/avgas/

FAA Receives Unleaded 
Fuels Proposals 

Paid Political Advertisement

By Warren Silberman

Classic: A Yellow Cub in Front of The Red Barn at Arlington
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CARRERA HANGARS LP 
CONSTRUCTION & LEASING 

QUALITY AVIATION HANGARS 
 
 

Carrera Hangars takes great pride in building quality Aviation Hangars for the flight enthusiast. 
 
We currently have newly constructed T Hangars for lease at the Arlington Municipal Airport. Our Hangar 
buildings range in size between 19,600 to 23,000 square feet with multiple units varying in sizes in each 
building. Each building has its own facility restroom. Hangars are located in prime airport areas close to wash 
rack, pilot lounge, and local restaurants. 
  
Each of our individual hangars are constructed with concrete vapor barrier floors to help prevent condensation. 
Each unit is fully insulated, with drywall, paint, & ample lighting. Our hangars contain their own compressed air 
in each unit and upper loft incidental storage areas, and steel hung insulated rolling doors.  Individual hangar size 
ranges from 960 square feet to 2000 square feet.  
 

Please visit our website 
www.carrerahangars.com 

For more information, pricing, and layouts please contact our leasing office located at the  
Arlington Municipal Airport. 

 
Kimberly Bergemeier General Manager 425-418-3923 

kim@carrerahangars.com 
 
 

NOW LEASING  
HANGARS AVAILABLE IN ARLINGTON AND ELLENSBURG ! 

 
 

 

AIRCRAFT COMBUSTION  
HEATER SERVICE CENTER 

Located in Pasco, WA (KPSC) 
 

Our mechanics have over 225 years of         
combined experience! 

 
 
 

 
 

BERGSTROM AIRCRAFT, INC. 4102 N STEARMAN AVE. PASCO, WA 99301 
(509) 547-6271 / (800) 746-6271 
www.bergstromaircraft.com 

 

Chris Eno, A&P, IA, Heater Expert             Jack Vazquez, Director of Maintenance               
chris@bergstromaircraft.com                     jack@bergstromaircraft.com                                          

A True Full-Service Experience since 1971 

Convenient and affordable troubleshooting,  
repair, overhaul and upgrade of Janitrol,  

Southwind/Stewart-Warner and C&D            
heater systems.  

 CALL TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE ESTIMATE! 
(509) 547-6271 

 

Mention this ad and receive 
10% off your heater          

maintenance! 

The FAA Is Deciding If Planesharing Apps Are Legal
The Federal Aviation Administration is 

formally deliberating on whether amateur 
pilots can use apps and websites to trade extra 
seats on flights they’ve planned in exchange 
for gas money. Amateur pilots aren’t allowed 
to profit from flying passengers, but several 
startups like Flytenow have set up private 
plane ridesharing sites, akin to Zimride for 
the sky.

Now, one star tup called AirPooler 
has submitted an official request for legal 
interpretation to clear up the grey area, 
and confirms the FAA is expected to take a 
stance within its traditional 120 day window 
to respond. Until then, AirPooler has ceased 
listing flights on its site. The FAA didn’t return 
a request for comment, which is somewhat 
expected as I’m told it’s unlikely to discuss 
details of on-going deliberations.

A i r Po o l e r ‘s  a t t o r n e y  R e b e c c a 
MacPherson, who is highly qualified to 
comment since she was the former FAA 
assistant chief counsel, tells me “This is an 
issue that the FAA is very uncomfortable with 
because they’re worried about abuses. They’re 
looking at what restraints they could put on 
the response to make sure there’s a minimum 
number of bad actors in the marketplace.”

The FAA has historically prohibited 
private pilots from acting like taxis out of 
concern for safety. Commercial pilots and 
their planes are held to stricter “common 
carriage” safety standards because they’re so 
viscerally taking other people’s lives in their 
hands. Pilots typically only use word of mouth 
or other low-tech means of asking around if 
anyone wants to fly with them. There’s just too 
much risk of corner-cutting if they’re allowed 
to chase profits.

Yet flying is expensive. Gas for a short 
flight for recreation or to improve a pilot’s 
skills can cost hundreds of dollars. That 
prohibits many from the hobby. This is why 
the FAA does permit amateur pilots to find 
passengers and have them pay a maximum 
of their pro-rata share of the gas, oil, airport 
expenditures, and rental fees. If those came 
out to be $500 in total, the passenger could 

pay a maximum of $250, 
and the pilot has to pay a 
minimum of his pro-rata 
share — $250. The big 
rule here, though, is that 
pilots have to be planning 
to take the flight whether 
or not they get any 
additional passengers. 
They can’t set up flights 
at the request of or just 
to meet the demand of 
passengers.

This law gave rise 
to startups like AirPooler 
and Flytenow that want 
to make flying affordable 
for pilots, while giving 
o t he r s  a  f a s t ,  f u n , 
reasonably priced way to 
travel that cuts down on 
total carbon emissions. 
Still, when I covered 
AirPooler, many readers 
said they were terrified of 
the idea of planesharing, 
especially the prospect 
of rookie pilots carrying 
passengers. 

MacPherson says 
regulators “certainly have some legitimate 
concerns that these kinds of operations 
[like AirPooler] would require a little more 
oversight than they’re used to giving the 
general aviation community.” She was hopeful 
that the FAA will preserve the planesharing 
ability, but make it officially legal for pilots to 
list extra seats on flights they were planning 
on sites like AirPooler, and allow companies 
that facilitate the connection to earn a cut of 
the passenger’s contribution. In the example 
above, if AirPooler took its 20 percent, the pilot 
would pay $250, while the passenger would 
pay the pilot $200 and AirPooler $50.

“I did comprehensive research of 
everything the agency has said in this area, 
and I would be really surprised if they came 
out and said ‘no you can’t do it’…I don’t 

think there’s any evidence to support that 
position” MacPherson speculated to me, 
though obviously she’s partial to AirPooler’s 
side.

She does predict at least three significant 
caveats if the FAA does approve planesharing.

Flights listed with open seats have to 
actually be flown, whether or not passengers 
sign up. If someone repeatedly sets up flights 
and then cancels them for lack of interest, the 
FAA will come after them 

Pilots won’t be able to set up an unlimited 
number of flights. Most pilots fly a handful of 
times a month at most, and less experienced 
pilots fly even less. Listing too many flights 
will warrant FAA investigation 

Professional private plane pilots won’t be 
able to this use this system in their off-hours 

to drum up business. Big commercial pilots 
will probably be fine, but planesharing can’t 
be used to promote for-profit flying otherwise 
it could be seen as a way to skirt commercial 
regulation.

If the FAA policed these issues, it could 
mitigate risks while democratizing access to 
both being a pilot and traveling via private 
plane. If it lets planesharers run amok, we 
could see inexperienced pilots cramming in 
too many flights that are beyond their skill 
level, which could have fatal results. At least 
the incentives are aligned, as the only people 
who want planes falling out of the sky less than 
the FAA are those on board.

By Josh Constine
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Airport Upgrades Needed in Washington

Washington state's airports will need an estimated $3.6 billion  
in upgrades over the next 20 years.

AOPA Northwest Regional Manager David Ulane has 
been actively engaged as Washington State Department 
of Transportation off icials chart a course for airport 
improvements. The second phase of the Airport Investment 
Study launched in May, following an initial phase that identified 
$3.6 billion in needed upgrades to the state’s 134 public-use 
airports over the coming 20 years. 

The May 28 meeting launched a “solutions phase,” aiming 
to identify funding sources required as the state prepares to 
increase its investment in airports. Ulane and fellow AOPA 
advocates will continue to monitor the developments closely, 
and work to educate decision makers on the importance of 
maintaining a safe and efficient aviation system that serves all 
state residents, while being fair and 
equitable to all users. Members can 
follow the progress of those efforts 
online, with future stories to be 
posted on the Northwest Mountain 
Region advocacy page.

AOPA has noted that not 
all of the state revenue currently 
collected from aviation activities 
in Washington is reinvested in 
aviation. AOPA hopes that the 
study could help ensure that future 
aviation revenues are reserved for 
aviation purposes, and that the 
state maintains a viable system 
to serve not only transportation 
needs, but the many other functions 
of general aviation as well—
including job growth, emergency 
medical transportation, firefighting, 

farming, law enforcement, charitable activities, and much 
more. 

“WSDOT Aviation has launched a very inclusive process 
to develop plans to address the state's future aviation needs 
and the challenge of funding them,” said Ulane. “AOPA will 
participate on behalf of the pilot community, along with other 
stakeholders, to ensure the needs of GA airports and users are 
included in the discussions.”

State grants in recent years have funded an average 
of $1.1 million in airport improvements annually. Needed 
improvements identified by the study so far would require an 
increase in state investment to $1.4 million a year to cover the 
state’s share. 

AOPA is working with lawmakers as well as state officials, 
and Rep. Gael Tarleton, who represents the 36th District and is 
co-chair of the legislature’s Aviation Caucus, spoke at the May 
28 advisory committee meeting about the importance of the 
effort now underway. Another advisory committee meeting is 
expected in November in Spokane, leading up to completion 
of the report in December.

BUSINESS  
DIRECTORY
Discount Aircraft Salvage
Specializing in retrival and parting out of wrecked aircraft

•  Insurance Work
•  Engines, Radios and Airframe Parts
•  Located at Deer Park Airport

Don Morse
1109 N. Cedar Ave.
Deer Park, WA 99006

Bus: (509) 276-2849
Home: (509) 935-6761

Cell: (509) 993-8286
1-800-826-4771

www.discountaircraftsalvage.com

Add your card to the Business 
Directory for $150/year

Baker Briefs Caucus 
on Importance of 
Medical Reform

Third class medical reform is critical to growing 
general aviation, AOPA President Mark Baker told the 
House General Aviation Caucus during a briefing June 17.

The briefing focused on current aviation policy 
and included Baker and leaders of the General Aviation 
Manufacturers Association, Helicopter Association 
International, National Air Transportation Association, and 
National Business Aviation Association.

The General Aviation Pilot Protection Act is vitally 
important to growing the pilot community because it will 
save money and time, and free pilots from an outdated and 
cumbersome medical certification process, Baker told the 
group. He urged the GA Caucus members who have not 
already done so to sign up to co-sponsor the bill, which 
already has 117 House co-sponsors.

Under the General Aviation Pilot Protection Act, pilots 
who make noncommercial VFR flights in aircraft weighing 
up to 6,000 pounds with no more than six seats would be 
exempt from the third class medical certification process. 
Pilots would be allowed to carry up to five passengers, fly 
at altitudes below 14,000 feet msl, and fly no faster than 250 
knots. The FAA would be required to report on the safety 
consequences of the new rule after five years. 

AOPA members Rep. Todd Rokita (R-Ind.), a member 
of the House General Aviation Caucus, and GA Caucus 
Co-Chair Rep. Sam Graves (R-Mo.) introduced the bill in 
December 2013. Sens. John Boozman (R-Ark.), Pat Roberts 
(R-Kan.), and Jerry Moran (R-Kan.), all members of the 
Senate General Aviation Caucus, introduced an identical 
measure in the Senate on March 11. The Senate measure 
has 15 co-sponsors.

The briefing also covered the need for streamlining 
the FAA certification process for aircraft, helicopter noise 
issues, GA security, and the threat of user fees.

Baker told the caucus that user fees are a major 
contributor to the high cost of flying in Europe and a primary 
reason why GA activity there is so much lower than in the 
United States. He added that the fuel tax system used in 
the United States is efficient and effective without stifling 
GA activity.

By Elizabeth A Tennyson

By Jim Moore 


