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Merry Christmas to all . . . I do wish you and 
your families a wonderful holiday season. We 
faced many challenges in 2008. And 2009 appears 
to be equally difficult. Just don’t let the naysayer 
get you down. (I think there is a Latin version of 
that somewhere). So maybe we flew fewer hours. 
Maybe the price of gas was a little high. Maybe 
they built a few homes on the approach to our 
airport. But we still had the opportunity to fly . . 
. and that makes for a Merry Christmas.

But the opportunity to participate in our 
mutual passion has a number of insidious detractors. Let’s talk about the concept of Equal 
Access. We take for granted our ability to operate in and out of any airport. Yes you can 
land at SeaTac, LAX and SFO.  At SeaTac you will pay a landing fee and a parking fee . 
. . but it is not off limits. 

Now that you are on the ground at your favorite airport, where do you park? Do you 
use Transient or select an FBO? Do you have a choice? Some say airports do not have 
the obligation to provide transient parking. If you select the FBO they have the option to 
charge you a ramp fee. After all they are renting that space from the airport. Your 152 
needs 12 gallons and the Gulfstream behind you will take on 8000 pounds. I think the 
FBO has a legitimate case, don’t you?

And if you are fortunate to have one of those cherished hangars, how much should 
you pay? What if the cost of construction was $48 per foot? Most “T” hangars are about 

A Merry Christmas 
would be Equal 
Access . . .

1000 sq feet. Based on business rent models you should pay $480 per month (1%). But 
the commodities market just died. Steel is 40% less then it was 90 days ago. Or maybe a 
private investor could have built those hangars for $32 per foot. So was it a bad business 
decision to build when they did? Should you pay for their mistake?

What about airports that impose a moratorium on construction? After all land is 
limited and they are not sure about the future of “light” GA in their community. They 
point to the numbers . . . flight operations are down. Or some other entity thinks the value 
of that land would better serve as a “town center”.  Another entity decides that the G550 
owner adds greater value to the community . . .  so we will let them build their oversized 
corporate palace.  

OK, fees, taxes, rental rates, fuel flowage rates . . . they are what they are . . . a 
means to pay for the airport. But wait . . . what does that mean? They got the land free 

2008 WPA Toys for Tots 
Campaign and Fly-Out 

During the Holiday season, the Green River, Paine Field, Harvey Field and 
Shelton-Sanderson chapters of the WPA join forces to support the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots program while promoting the benefits of general aviation. 
This is the sixteenth consecutive year that WPA has participated in this program.  

Through its Toys for Tots program, the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve has been 
collecting and distributing toys to needy children nationwide since 1947.   The 
objectives of Toys for Tots are to help needy children throughout the United States 
experience the joy of Christmas; to play an active role in the development of one of 
our nation’s most valuable natural resources - our children; to unite all members of 
local communities in a common cause for three months each year during the annual 
toy collection and distribution campaign; and to contribute to better communities 
in the future.

Each year over 100,000 toys are collected and distributed to local area children 
during the holiday season. You can find additional information at http://www.
toys4tots.org.  Through our enthusiastic participation as pilots and volunteers, the 
WPA has greatly expanded the Toys for Tots collection area in the Puget Sound.   
WPA volunteers have distributed Toys for Tots collection barrels at the following 
airport businesses:

• Auburn Airport: Airport Office
• Boeing Field: Aeroflight Executive Services, Aviation Training Center, Clay 

Lacy Aviation, Galvin Flying Service, Galvin Flight Training Center, The 
Aviator’s Store, The Museum of Flight and Wings Aloft

• Bremerton Airport: Airport Diner
• Crest Airpark: Airport Office
• Harvey Field:  Buzz Inn Restaurant, Snohomish Flying Service
• Paine Field:  Airport Office/Everett Jet Center, Northway Aviation, Northwest 

School of Aviation, Regal Air, and Everett Community College Aviation 
campus

• Renton Airport: Boeing Employees Flying Association 
• Sanderson Field, Shelton: Kapowsin Air Sports, Olympic Air and Port of 

Shelton office
• Tacoma Narrows Airport: Executive Terminal, Pavco Flight Center and 

Narrows Landing Restaurant
• Thun Field, Puyallup: Spanaflight, Spencer Aircraft
In addition to the airport busineses, WPA volunteers have also distributed Toys 

for Tots collection barrels to the following locations:
• Chace’s Pancake Corral, Bellevue
• Kenmore Air, South Lake Union Terminal
On Saturday, December 20, pilots from the Green River, Paine Field, Harvey 

Field and Shelton-Sanderson chapters will gather at Galvin Flying Service, which 
is located on the east side of Boeing Field.  They will be joined by several young 
men and women from the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve.   Each pilot, accompanied 
by a Marine, will fly out to the area airports to pick up the donated toys left in the 
collection barrels. Meanwhile, other WPA members will stay behind in the Galvin 
hangar to await the returning planes and help unload the toys.  This is a fun and festive 
event with lots of holiday treats, hot chocolate and coffee, and good company.

• You can participate in the Toys for Tots program by:
• Bringing a new unwrapped toy or game to your local airport and placing it 

in a Toys for Tots collection barrel
• Volunteering to fly with a Marine to collect toys on Saturday, December 

20
• Joining us for the Holiday toy unloading and gathering party at Galvin Flying 

Service (located on the east side of Boeing Field) on Saturday, December 20 
from 11:00am – 3:00pm

If you would like to volunteer, please contact Tom Jensen at 253-653-9729 or 
c180tom@skynetbb.com.
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November 25, 2008

Secretary Michael Chertoff
United States Department of Homeland Security
Washington DC  20528

Dear Secretary Chertoff,
My name is Blake McKinley.  I have a Commercial Pilot Certificate with an Instrument 

Rating and I own and operate a Cessna 206 for both personal and business related purposes.  
I am a member of the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) and a member of 
the Washington Pilots Association – Spokane Chapter.  I would like to comment on a rule 
that is being proposed by the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) – the “Large 
Aircraft Security Program, Other Aircraft Operator Security Program, and the Airport 
Operator Security Program” (LASP).

There is a long history of aviation in my family.  My grandfather utilized general 
aviation in Alaska starting in 1949 to take dental care to many towns and villages in 
Alaska.  One of his brothers owned an airport in Michigan and had an Aeronca and a Cessna 
dealership there for a number of years starting in the late 1940’s.  My father also utilized 
general aviation in Alaska for both personal and business purposes.  Within my lifetime, 
I have seen general aviation become increasingly more constrained and unnecessarily 
restricted – this trend seems to be occurring at an exponential rate!

I strongly believe that LASP is unnecessary!  For the first time TSA’s activities are 
being extended to general aviation, warbirds, vintage aircraft, operators, passengers, and 
pilots flying for personal and corporate use.  General aviation as an industry supports 1.3 
million highly skilled and high paying jobs and results in more than $11 billion into the 
United States economy.  Regulations such as this one will adversely affect this industry.  To 
target general aviation is like targeting individuals who drive vehicles privately or for hire, 
whether it is a car or a private coach.  While I certainly favor protection against terrorism, 
this rule unreasonably wrests away freedoms from citizens that is significantly out of 
proportion with any conceivable benefit!  Recently my wife and made a trip to Canada and 
back in our airplane.  The trip into Canada was uneventful.  The return was unbelievable.  
We cleared customs at an airfield that was at a border crossing.  While our documents 
were being scrutinized and our airplane was getting scanned for radiation, I was listening 
to the Customs agent cordially converse with vehicle occupants and clear them through 
the border crossing one after another.  In my opinion, this level of scrutiny was well out of 
proportion to the level of benefit – all because we were flying an airplane!

In the United States there are more than 18,000 landing facilities (including all airports 
and heliports), while 5,400 of these are designated as public use airports, the airlines serve 
only 540 of these airports.  Consequently, LASP represents a significant regulatory increase 
with regard to security when it comes to the conduct of private aircraft.  This regulatory 
increase would encompass general aviation aircraft, warbirds, vintage aircraft, operators, 
passengers, and pilots flying for personal and corporate use.  At this point, the LASP, in 
its current form, intends to encompass aircraft exceeding a maximum takeoff weight of 
12,500 pounds.  Based on these criteria, it is estimated that more than 15,000 aircraft, 
10,000 operators, and more than 300 airports will be affected. The rule is cumbersome 
and unnecessary, requiring operators to submit passenger names to a third-party service 
provider to screen against the terrorist watch-list.  Additionally, it requires operators to 
contract with third-party auditors to assess their security plans.  If this works anything 
like Customs does at the reliever airports, it will make after-hours arrivals and departures 
unduly cumbersome.  The cost of this program to service these facilities will only serve 
to grow the size of government and consequently unfairly burden taxpayer and/or the 
businesses and clients of those businesses, while not resulting in a benefit that justifies 
the expense!

This proposed rule raises several points that need clarification:
1. What is the rationale for including aircraft exceeding a maximum take-off weight 

of 12,500 pounds?  Is this weight based on a threat assessment?  What prevents the law 
from being modified to affect aircraft with lesser maximum take-off weights?

2. Will there be any exceptions to the rule?  Will the rule include warbirds and vintage 
aircraft?

3. Given that TSA is currently taking over responsibility for watch-list checking 
through Secure Flight, what is the reasoning for requiring a third-party to submit the 
information?

4. Obviously, this is a cost that will be passed on to the consumer. Has there been 
any assessment regarding the number of charter flight businesses that this will negatively 
impact or the effect on the airports that these businesses serve?

5. What appeals process will be made available in the event that a pilot/operator/
passenger is falsely identified on the terrorist watch-list?

Given the widespread effects of this rule and the concern that the expense of the 
program this rule would implement is significantly out of line with any possible benefit, I 
would encourage you to work with TSA to rescind this proposed rule!  At the very least, 
I would ask that TSA work with the Members of Congress and the aviation community, 
including public meetings with the general aviation community, before finalizing this rule.  
I believe this rule will have dire consequences with regard to general aviation, so I was 
pleased to hear that TSA extended the current comment period until February 27, 2009 – I 
hope they will continue to listen!

Respectfully,
I. Blake McKinley, Jr., DDS

Cc:  Assistant Secretary
Edmund “Kip” Hawley
Transportation Security Administration
601 South 12th Street
Arlington, VA  22202-4220

Senator Patty Murray
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC  20510

Senator Maria Cantwell
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington DC  20510

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC  20510-4304

Representative Cathy McMorris Rodgers
1708 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515

A Letter to Michael Chertoff
from Blake McKinley…

Mr. Ed Bolen
President & CEO
National Business Aviation Association
1200 Eighteenth St. NW., Ste 400
Washington DC  20036-2527

Mr. Phil Boyer
President
Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association
421 Aviation Way
Frederick, MD  21701

Mr. John Dobson
President
Washington Pilots Association
PMB 227 Bellevue Way NE
Bellevue, WA  98004-4721

(Continued from page 1)
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in a government surplus grant; didn’t they? 
And why does one airport charge so many 
different fees . . . BFI for example has an 
hourly parking rate . . . they point to the 
cost of parking a car in downtown Seattle. 
Car parkers pay more then airplane owners. 
And all airports have the legal obligation 
to make a fair return on the value of their 
land don’t they? And they do have a need to 
pay for their operating expenses. And when 
was the last time the airports published a 
detailed financial statement, balance sheet 
and income statement?

So have we reached a point where 
airports decide to sell our right of equal 
access to the highest bidder? Are some 
airports engaging in discriminatory practices 
predicated on wealth? The majority of 
“capital expenditures” are paid for through 
the Aviation Trust Fund (NPIAS Airports) 
or through WSDOT grants. And the source 
of those funds is the aviation user. And just 
to complicate this issue consider the plight 
of smaller communities. They may not have 
sufficient income to mow the grass.  

One advisor I talked to about this 
subject equated the metric to that of favoring 
people of great strength, a body builder, 
because they are so strong and can lift so 
much more. If that were the only measure 
then where would Stephen Hawking, the 
great physicist, fit into the equation? And 

Proposed TSA Security Rule 
Targets General Aviation
By Blake McKinley, WPA Spokane Chapter

There is yet another threat against general aviation; it is “Large Aircraft Security 
Program, Other Aircraft Operator Security Program, and the Airport Operator Security 
Program (LASP)”. Granted, this rule is currently slated to affect only aircraft with a 
gross takeoff weight (GTOW) of 12,500 pounds and greater, however, this represents 
a slippery slope for curtailing general aviation activities.

For the first time TSA’s activities are being extended to general aviation, warbirds, 
vintage aircraft, operators, passengers, and pilots flying for personal and corporate use. 
Regulations such as this one will adversely affect general aviation. To target general 
aviation is no different than targeting individuals who drive vehicles privately or for 
hire, whether it is a car or a coach. To single out general aviation over comparable 
ground-based forms of transportation is, in my opinion, a form of discrimination! 

LASP represents a significant regulatory increase in the conduct of private aircraft. 
This regulatory increase would encompass general aviation aircraft and pilots flying for 
personal and corporate use. LASP rules will include all aircraft exceeding a maximum 
takeoff weight of 12,500 pounds. That’s more than 15,000 aircraft, 10,000 operators, 
and more than 300 airports. 

This rule would require operators to submit passenger names to a third-party 
service provider to screen against the terrorist watch-list. Additionally, it requires 
operators to contract with third-party auditors to assess their security plans. If this 
works anything like Customs does at smaller airports, it will make after-hours arrivals 
and departures nearly impossible.

But, the greater concern is the encroachment into general aviation.  What is to 
prevent TSA from eliminating the GTOW criteria in the future? If this were to occur, 
it would have far more negative effects on general aviation than anybody could have 
imagined with the “User Fee” issue.

At this point, TSA extended the current comment period until February 27, 2009.  
To submit a comment on LASP, refer to Docket No. TSA-2008-0021, “Large Aircraft 
Security Program, ” By Mail, or Fax to the Docket Management Facility, US Dept. 
of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Ave SE, West Building Ground Floor, Room 
W12-140, Washington DC 20590-0001. Fax 202-493-2251. Electronically through the 
Federal eRulemaking portal at www.Regulations.gov. Follow the online instructions 
for submitting comments.

Editor’s Note: See Blake McKinley’s letter to Michael Chertoff, Secretary, 
Department  of Homeland Security which is printed to the right.

what happens to Wal-Mart, that huge retail 
economic engine. Remember the story 
of Sam Walton? He started his business 
expansion flying around in a Cessna 150.

Maybe the question is not about 
Equal Access but about the inconsistent 
management of airports? The oversight 
is subject to the vagaries of the political 
process; the lack of understanding of a 
technical environment and a morphed 
sense of business and accounting practices. 
Airports are not like other municipal 
projects such as roads and bridges. The 
funding structure and unique benefit to the 
community are outside the norm. And in 
the absence of a true understanding the role 
airports play in a community their utility is 
diminished. God forbid the administrator 
of a local airport would ever ask us for our 
input. Or worse yet, God forbid, we as pilots 
fail to engage when change is afoot.

President’s Message
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FAA Certified Repair Station 
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5505 E Rutter Ave, Spokane, WA  99212 

The largest 
selection of pilot 

supplies & gifts in the 
Inland Empire. 

If we don’t have what you 
need, we’ll help you find it! 

877-99-PILOT 

MENTION THIS AD AND GET $50.00 OFF YOUR NEXT  
MAINTENANCE ANNUAL! 

ANNUAL 
INSPECTIONS 

 
ROUTINE 

MAINTENANCE 
 
REPAIRS 

AVIONICS 

509-534-7371 
           Trusted for Over 33 Years 

MAINTENANCE PILOT SUPPLIES 

MoGas Fuel Testing
By John Stasney

For those aircraft owners with an STC for auto gas, you need to be aware of the urgency 
to avoid ethanol contamination.
To test MoGas:

 Start with a known amount of water in a tall but small diameter clear container.1. 
Add 10 times that water amount of MoGas to be tested.2. 
Seal off and shake with vigor.3. 
Quickly place on stable surface and watch the results.4. 

What you want to see for the gas that you want to use in your STCed aircraft:
Speed of water settling out.  The faster, the better.1. 
Both fuel and water should settle out CLEAR. Could be small amount of ?? @ 2. 
membrane.
MOST IMPORTANT is the same amount of water that you started with.3. 

We found that the Bangor Base fuel and an old sample of COSTCO were free of ethanol 
and wetting agents that slow the settling.

What you do NOT want to see:

ARCO Regular – 19 Nov 08

By John Dobson, WPA State President

This past year has not been kind to some of our pilot brethren. There were three accidents 
in Washington that come to mind. Gary Evans, President of WASAR (Washington Air Search 
and Rescue), and I talked about the “why” and it all gets down to pilot proficiency. I don’t 
recall the particulars of each accident but common sense dictates the less we fly the more 
prone we are to mistakes. It may be fuel prices. It may be economics. Regardless, skill and 
proficiency come with practice. 

The FAA WINGS Program used by many of us for our bi-annual flight review was a 
wonderful program (It still is!) It was so simple (It still is). However, nationally there has 
been a major decline in the Awareness and Participation in WINGS. According to FAA 
records, only 2.5% of the registered pilots participated in WINGS in 2005. I am talking 
about the “old” program. You know  -- the one where you go fly for three hours with an 
instructor, maybe sit in on a seminar or two and you have your BFR. I don’t know this as 
fact but I bet one or two of those accidents involved pilots who at one time participated in 
the “old” WINGS.

Here is the challenge for the FAA and for us as pilots . . . how do we maintain consistent 
and recurrent training? How do we formulate a program that is enduring, interactive and 
accelerates the learning curve? That is what the new FAASTeam version of WINGS is all 
about. And it is about insuring that we are able to fly to a set standard!

I am the last pilot on the planet who wanted to learn new software. And I have some 
real “issues” with software that is not intuitive . . . “I hate reading instructions”. So when I 
got the call from my flight instructor, George Luck, telling me I had to go on line and take 
three written tests and that he would fly in that weekend for my flight review that wasn’t 
due until next year . . . you get the picture. (Someday I will tell you all about this West Point, 
Air Force Academy Graduate, flown everything, combat veteran, retired Boeing manager 
. . . and friend). So I went to the FAA website and signed up (called a few times for help) 
and took the tests. George flew down and we completed three sorties. I am now WINGS 
proficient for Basic and Advanced.

But it doesn’t end there . . . I am now part of a system. I get reminders via email about 
upcoming seminars. When available I can register on line for them. I have access to all 
kinds of educational forums including additional online testing. I am now part of a process 
to keep current. The old program was about flying around once every two years. The new 
program is about staying current and proficient on a regular basis.

To make this simple please go to www.faasafety.gov. On the left hand column, just 
below the log-in section, click the “WINGS – Pilot Proficiency Program” button. Click 
that button a second time and select “WINGS Help”. Set aside 22 minutes and listen to the 
tutorial. Under the header WINGS – Pilot Proficiency Program Help find the following 
paragraph . . . and press the “click here”. 

“To assist in your understanding of the new WINGS – Pilot Proficiency Program, and to 
help you get started, we have prepared a brief and informative tutorial (21 minutes). 
Please click here to view this on-line help tutorial”.

After you listen to the tutorial download the PDF file referenced in the second 
paragraph.

 
“We will explain a few basics here but recommend that you review the WINGS – Pilot 
Proficiency Program Manual for more detailed information. Click here to download 
a PDF copy”.

You can approach this any way you like. But having struggled through this website and 
the FAA System logic I would have been hours ahead of the process had I worked through 
the “Help” section first. 

I am now a believer in the “new” WINGS approach. I am aware that the Paine Field 
Chapter will be setting up a WINGS weekend in spring of 2009. Instead of listening to 
several boring presentations, participants will be required to verify they have completed 
the required Knowledge (K) tests (Basic and or Advanced). The actual flight reviews will 
take place on that Saturday and Sunday . . . as they did in the past. I would encourage 
other chapters to contact their local FAASTeam representatives and do the same. Truly 
this is a program that has merit and deserves our support. We also owe it to ourselves to 
become better pilots!

Note the:
1.  Foggy/cloudiness of both the water and fuel.
2. Time it took to get this ‘look’ was 15 minutes.
3. Most IMPORTANT is the increase of water in the bottom.
4. ARCO was 16%+ ethanol -- some still in fuel not settled.
5. Safeway was 16.5%+ ethanol – some still in fuel not settled.

There you have it…thoughts I have:
· The cost of ethanol is much more than gasoline today by $0.75 minimum.
· Keep testing – you will find a station that is ethanol free or very close to free.
· I would use a cloudy test that settled out to water starting point (10 ml).

877-676-1229
208-676-1229

Fax 208-676-8638
1110 W. Park Place

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
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WPA Chapters Around the State
ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar 
on the airport. Contact Warren Walz via 
email at www@wncpa.com

CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam 
County chapter meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month at Rite Bros (FBO) 
at Port Angeles Fairchild International 
Airport (CLM). Meetings begin at 7:00 
pm, and all are welcome. For more info 
on the Clallam County chapter, contact 
Gary Johnson at 360-452-2340.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current 
meeting schedules, please contact Harley 
Howell, Jr., (509) 684-2105, email swift-
flight@ultraplix.com

DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meets at 
the Deer Park Airport (KDEW) Adminis-
tration Building on the last Thusday of the 
month, except in February, November and 
December. The Administration building is 
located near the south end of the airport. 
A potluck dinner begins at 6:30 pm, with 
an aviation-related program beginning 
at 7:15, followed by a short business 
meeting. Guests are always welcome. 
For more information about Deer Park 
chapter and its activities, please contact 
Roy Lakewold at 509-276-5733 or email 
rbl77@earthlink.net.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River chap-
ter meets for dessert and program at 7:00 
pm on the third Friday of each month from 
October through June at the Auburn Sta-

tion of the Valley Regional Fire Authority 
at 1101 D Street N.E. in Auburn. For more 
information on the Green River chapter, 
email Perry Chinn at hawkfather1@
msn.com

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of each month, year round, at 
10:00 am in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. 
For more information on activities, please 
visit the WPA web site, click on the Har-
vey Field Chapter, and visit the Activities 
Calendar. For more information contact 
Charles Hower at 425-367-8755.

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound chapter meets every second 
Thursday of the month (except during 
June, July and August), at 7:00 pm on the 
second floor of the old Port of Bellingham 
administration building, at Bellingham 
International Airport (BLI). For more 
info on the North Sound chapter, contact 
Wayne Landis at (360) 647-8206, email 
landiswg@comcast.net.

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUN-
TY - The Okanogan & Ferry County
chapter meets on the third Thursday
of the month alternating between Okanogan 
and Tonasket. To confirm meeting details, 
contact Monica Oakes at 509-826-1834, 
emai l  missmonica@webbox .com

OLYMPIA SOUTH SOUND - The Olym-
pia Chapter meets on the 4th Wednesday 
of each month at the Volare Cafe Italiano, 
on the Olympia Airport, west side. The 
meeting’s time is 6 pm for dinner and 
conversation, 7 pm for programs. Contact 

Mark Johnson, President, at markjohn-
son4@comcast.net, 360-754-9622 or El-
lie Heston, Secretary at irish_cubflyer@
yahoo.com

PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets every Saturday morning at 10:00 
am for a fly out lunch. Just show up at the 
Regal FBO. For more information on 
the Paine Field chapter activities, visit 
their website (accessible from the main 
WPA website at www.wpaflys.org), or 
contact Greg Bell at 206-715-0005, email
president@wpa-paine.org.

GREATER SEATTLE - The Greater 
Seattle chapter is looking for a fresh 
infusion of energy. If you’re interested 
in serving on the Board, please call Col-
leen Turner at 425-453-7696 or email 
cturner@cruiseholidaysbellevue.com

SHELTON-SANDERSON - Jack 
Krause, President, 360-426-6272

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter generally 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month, starting at 7:00 pm, at the Pearson 
Air Museum on Pearson Field (VUO), in 
Vancouver. For more information on the 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter, please 
contact Bob Brown at (360) 607-5060.

SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner at 
Marie Callander’s Restaurant, beginning 
at 6:00 pm. (Meeting details are subject 
to change - please call first to check). The 

chapter also conducts a monthly fly-out 
on the Saturday morning following the 
chapter meeting, weather permitting. For 
more information, contact Gary White 
at 509-891-6473, or email gcwhite1@
earthlink.net

TRI-CITIES - Marjy Leggett, President, 
509-547-4347
The Tri-Cities Chapter will hold its first 
membership drive/safety seminar meeting 
on Saturday, November 22. It will start 
at 10:00 am and end at noon and will be 
held in Pasco at Columbia Basin College. 
People flying in to the Tri-Cities Airport 
can request to park below the tower. From 
there it is only a half mile walk to the col-
lege. The topic of the seminar will focus 
on owner maintenance with tips for rent-
ers, as well. Contact: Marjy Leggett (509) 
547-4347 or MarjyL@charter.net

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of 
the month at 6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, 
location TBD. For meeting details and 
more info, contact Fred Winge at (360) 
289-4189, email fwinge@techline.com.

WENATCHEE - Scott Morrison, Presi-
dent, 509-782-0500

YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the first 
Thursday of the month. For meeting
location and other details, contact Den-
nis Klingele at (509) 966-5300, email 
dgklingele@aol.com

Reprinted from AOPA Web Site – November 25, 2008
For most pilots, setting an official speed record would be a lofty enough goal in itself. 

But for Michael Nau and his father Dennis, that was only part of the plan. The two pilots 
decided to attempt a speed record between Blaine Municipal and Vista Field in Washington 
to draw attention to plans to close both general aviation airports. 

AOPA has been involved with local pilots at both airports as they have attempted 
to save their fields. At Blaine Municipal, the Washington Pilots Association (WPA) and 
AOPA Airport Support Network volunteer Martin Ranck have worked closely with AOPA 
in attempts to persuade the city to keep the airport operating. AOPA also petitioned 
Washington State to exercise its authority to enforce state grant requirements and keep 
the field open. But, with no federal grant obligations, there was little leverage available 
to airport advocates. Blaine is scheduled to close Dec. 31 and the land to be sold and 
redeveloped for nonaviation purposes.

At Vista, local pilots asked the Port of Kennewick, which owns Vista Field, to 
refrain from determining the airport’s future until the Washington state long-term air 
transportation study has been completed, likely in July 2009. AOPA will continue to 
work with AOPA Airport Support Network volunteer Marjy Leggett and WPA to ensure 
the airport remains open.

“The dedication of the pilots at both Blaine and Vista is a testament to the vibrancy of 
general aviation,” said Heidi Williams, AOPA senior director of airports. “We will continue 
to work side-by-side with pilots to protect community airports like these.” 

According to the National Aeronautic Association, which certifies record attempts in 
the United States, the Naus made their flight in 1 hour, 54 minutes, averaging 132.58 miles 
per hour in a Cessna 172. This record for “Speed Over a Recognized Course” represents 
the fastest speed of any piston engine landplane weighing between 1,102 and 2,205 pounds 
over the route.

Father, Son Set Record to Raise Airport Awareness

Michael Nau and his father Dennis break speed record, averaging 132.58 mph.
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PROFESSIONALS WITH EXPERIENCE SINCE 1944

STOP DREAMING
START FLYING TODAY!

After one of those wonderful 
days sitting around the hangar 
fixing the problems of society 
I received a note along with 
a photo and poem written by 
Leonard Brook Hyde-Pearson. 
When I allow my frustrations 
over the political battles we 
fight to get the better of me 
I regenerate my resolve by 
reading the following:  

Regarding the spirit of 
Leonard Brook Hyde-Pearson . 
. . “I feel the same spirit mirrors 
general aviation today, a very 
misconstrued, belittled and 
maligned entity for most Americans. Time and again I come to the feeble conclusion that 
the aviation community is both small and interconnected mutual friends are easily known 
from strangers at FBOs and atop tarmacs. With this our old colleagues with folded wings 
still levitate in our stories and we indeed continue their legacy. When I read the eloquence 
of Hyde-Pearson I feel the message is that we pilots are all in this together. And that our 
children’s children can also with our guidance experience our airborne vistas, the scent of 
cool clean air at altitude and a century of accomplishments few other souls can relate to; 
which some try to restrict solely by a misguided pen”.  Signed Brandon Harnish

My Beloved Brother Pilots and Pals

I go west, but with cheerful heart.
I hope whatever small sacrifi ce I have made 
May be of some use to the cause.

When we fl y we are fools, they say. 
When we are dead, weren’t half-bad fellows. 
But everyone in this wonderful aviation service 
Is doing the world far more good than the public can appreciate.

We risk our necks; we give our lives; 
We perfect a service for the benefi t of the world at large. 
They, mind you, are the ones who call us fools.

But stick to it, boys. I’m still very much with you all. 
See you all again.

Hyde-Pearson was born in 1901 in Yokohoma, Japan to English parents. During the 
First World War, Leonard B. Hyde-Pearson flew for the Royal Air Force. During that 
service, he received the British Meritorious Service Cross and the Royal Victorian Order. 
When the U.S. entered the war, Hyde-Pearson traveled to Kelly Field, Texas, where he 
trained army pilots. After the war, he tested airplanes for a series of companies. While 
a test pilot, he became the first to fly an all-metal airplane over the city of Washington, 
D.C., and made one of the then-recorded fastest roundtrip flights between Boston and 
New York City, carrying news of President Harding’s funeral. In 1922, when the Mexican 
government purchased 26 airplanes, Hyde-Pearson was one of the pilots who traveled to 
Mexico to help train pilots there.

In 1923, Hyde-Pearson began work as an airmail pilot. In August of that year, he was 
one of the pilots who took part in the first transcontinental airmail flights. The service began 
on Tuesday, August 19. Hyde-Pearson carried the mail from New York City to Cleveland 
that Friday. Between September 3-15, 1923, Hyde-Pearson was one of the airmail pilots 
chosen to participate in an air carnival at Mitchel Field Air Station in Mineola, Long Island, 
New York. The pilots demonstrated the quick takeoff and landing skills needed to unload 
and load mail airplanes, transferring cargo from one airplane to the next.

Hyde-Pearson’s career lasted just over a year. Early in the morning of March 8, 1924, 
while flying the mail from Bellefonte, Pennsylvania to Cleveland, Ohio, in de Havilland 
airplane #327, he encountered a bad snowstorm near Grampian, Pennsylvania. In the limited 
visibility, Hyde-Pearson died when his airplane crashed into a tree atop a mountain.

John Dobson’s Refl ections

Leonard Brook Hyde-Pearson

By Marty Vale, WPA Harvey Field Chapter

When Addison Pemberton’s father 
was a young man he saw mail planes fly 
overhead and would say “There goes a 
Boeing 40 with the mail”. These childhood 
bedtime stories to Addison planted his 
dream to have one but chances looked slim.  
Of the 81 planes built, only a handful was 
unaccounted for.  In the 1980’s he held little 
hope of finding one. 

Then, in 1998, an article about his 
S t a g g e r w i n g 
included a comment 
about his search for a 
Boeing 40 to restore.  
Within a week he got 
a call from a man in 
Oregon.  It seemed 
he had the remains 
of one, including the data plate, stored in 
his horse trailer. Addison even knew exactly 
which one it was. He took possession of the 
remains on his birthday, February 17, 2000.  
Ironically, 5339’s second first flight was on 
his birthday 8 years later.  

The plane began its short first life in 
July 1928 built in Bill Boeing’s red barn, 
which is now a part of the Museum of Flight 
in Seattle.  It had to be shipped over land to 
Sand Point on Lake Washington for final 
assembly. Wing span was 44 ½ feet and 
carried serial number 1043, about 30 into the 
production run of 81 Boeing 40’s built.  

Bill Boeing Jr. credits the Boeing 40 as 
the plane that launched the company into 
the future.  By July it was airworthy and 
put into service carrying the mail from San 
Diego to Seattle on CAM 8.  As the weather 
worsened in the fall the f lights became 
more treacherous.  On October 2,1928 the 
pilot of 5339, Grant Donaldson, misjudged 

his position and crashed into a hillside near 
Canyonville, OR.  He was badly burned but 
survived and flew again commercially.  He 
died at the age of 90.  His passenger wasn’t 
quite so lucky. He was a jeweler carrying 
diamonds with him on the flight.  

This summer, a young woman, Rita 
Brown, arrived at Addison’s hangar in 
Spokane.  She had heard of his restoration 
project and came to tell him her story. Just 
like in the story of the Titanic she had a 

special diamond 
too.  It seems that 
her father lived 
in Canyonvil le 
when the plane 
went down.  The 
story spread of the 
diamonds being 

transported. After some of the remains 
of the plane and passenger were removed 
from the crash site some townsfolk sifted 
the soil around the site looking for any 
stray diamonds.  Her father found one.   He 
had it set it in a ring and proposed to her 
mother with it.  It has been with the family 
since then.

Since the resurrection of the Boeing 
40C (5339) on 2/17/08 it has flown a total of 
140 hours and climbing.  Addison came to 
the Museum of Flight in Seattle this week 
(11/8/08) to tell his story of the restoration 
and re-enactment of the Transcontinental 
Air Mail Route which celebrates its 90th

anniversary this year. His plane is a fully 
certified aircraft built from actual blueprints 
offered to him by an aviation historian in 
Texas. Addison has just under 11,000 hours 
logged with 6,000 of them “with his head 
in the wind behind the sound of the round”, 
(radial engines) as he says.    

I asked him what it was like to fly it. 
He said you don’t need any special skills.  
It has about 3 times the control forces of a 
PT Stearman with the weight and feel of an 
AT6.  Its gross weight is 6,100 pounds with 
an empty weight of 4,000 pounds.  Visibility 
while in the air is poor; landing is terrible.  
You have to slip to see the runway all the 
way to the flare.  With the power of the Pratt 
and Whitney engine 600 hp R1340 it takes 
off in 7 seconds.  In turbulence it has very 
poor roll stability.  Unstable air can really 
wear out a pilot.  Addison says that while 
he ascends to altitude, such as in crossing 
the Cascades, he has to use both feet on the 
right rudder because of the lack of a rudder 
counter balance.  The cockpit has ambient 
environmental control. That’s a nice way of 
saying the temperature outside is the same 
as inside.  There is no heat in the cockpit 
but the cabin has it.  Addison was worried 
about performance at high density.  In July 
he took off from Rock Springs, Wyoming 
with a density altitude of 9,100 feet.  It 
lifted in 1,100 feet fully loaded. Nothing to 
worry about.  It cruises at 118 MPH with 29 
gallons per hour fuel consumption.  Rule of 
thumb for fuel consumption is 3 gallons per 
cylinder. At 119 MPH Addison says that the 
fuel usage jumps (jokingly) to 50 gallons. 
It appears that he has found the sweet spot.  

While he never said how much the 
project cost he did say that it was about a 
third of what you might imagine.  He had no 

A Boy and His Plane:
The Story of Addison 
Pemberton’s Boeing 40C

“with his head in 
the wind behind the 
sound of the round”

(Continued on page 8)
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By Marty Vale, WPA Harvey Field Chapter
Now most people would think there was 

a catch if you told them they could reserve 
a place to stay overnight in the San Juan 
Islands any time they wanted for $31. Not 
just for a night but for a year.  That’s what 
it costs for any of us who call ourselves a 
WPA member. While those of us who live 
in Western WA have an easier time getting 
there, it just means a little more planning 
and better weather for those east of the 
Cascades.  

I’m talking about the cabin on Stuart 
Island that is owned and maintained by the 
WPA.  In October, 5 of us set off in two 
Cessnas and an Ercoupe for the cabin. We 
called Tom Jensen at 800-WPA-FLYS and 
made sure we were the only group trying to 
get there. Skies were CAVU with beautiful 
fall sunshine in all directions.  Trees were 
gold, orange and red among the evergreens 
on the mainland and the many islands.  It 
was hard not to be distracted by the maritime 
traffic as we listened to Flight Following 
traveling through Whidbey Island NAS 
airspace.  

Thanks to the miracles of cell phones 
and headset technology we could call our 
compadres on the ground at Anacortes (74S) 
to coordinate our arrival. Not far behind 
us was the Ercoupe. We all converged on 
the border of the US/Canadian airspace 
at the same time around Stuart Island.  It 
wasn’t planned and it took a while to spot 
each other. Someone didn’t like our chatty 
transmissions and let us know.  Hey, no 
one else was talking. After making sure of 
wind direction we all landed safely on the 
turf strip. All wheel pants were present and 
accounted for.

One shouldn’t trek to the cabin without 

A Place in the San Juans for $31 for WPA Members
knowing what IS and ISN’T there.  What is 
there is permission to land on a private island 
not available by ferry, only by plane, private 
boat or commercial barge.  The cabin is 
rustic with a capital R. Water is in containers. 
White gas is used in the cooking stove. You 
need to replace what you use.  There is no 
electric bill because there is none. Light after 
dark is by kerosene lantern, candle, fireplace 
or the night pilot’s best friend the headlamp.  
The headlamp is extremely useful in the 
dark to find your way to the outhouse down 
the hill.  Cooking really isn’t that hard if you 
do any camping.  While emergency canned 
goods are available, bring your own food.  In 
honor of the location and season we brought 
salmon and a small pumpkin.  My former 
chapter, Spokane WPA, left an awesome 
covered barbecue with their initials welded 
into it.  Both the pumpkin (just put it in 
whole and stab it a few times) and the salmon 
baked to perfection.

We had visited the island two weeks 
previously to check out the amenities and 
saw the need to cut down some dead, leaning 
Madrona trees.  We brought our chain saw 
and now there is a nice supply of cut up 
hardwood for the near future.  With a BBQ, 
two fire rings outside and a fireplace inside 
it’s easy to find a place to sit and enjoy a 
fire with friends.  When it’s time to turn in, 
there are two double bunks, a futon, two 
single platforms and two cots.  Some foam 
pieces live there but sleeping bags and air 
mattresses are really needed.  By firelight 
we talked planes and began the “Invasion of 
Normandy” jigsaw puzzle.  It’s there to wile 
away the dark hours if you’re there.  Please 
sign it if you work on it.  When it’s done 
we’ll put it up on the wall.  

Breakfast in the morning was easy on 

the Coleman stove in the kitchen (corner of 
the one room cabin).  The tide was out so 
we took gear down to the plane and set off 
for a walk on the beach.  Quite a few jelly 
fish were stranded along with some oysters 
too high to be submerged.  A rock or two 
jumped in our pockets and we headed back 
to the cabin to finish packing and have lunch 
before heading out.

As we sat around the fire at the cabin 
we heard the whomp of the blades of a large 
helicopter.  Hey, they’re buzzing the runway! 
Wow, they’re right over the top of the 
trees above us!  Do you think they’ll land?  
Well, yes!  Wonder why?  Of course we all 
hustled down to the runway to see what was 
happening.  Two bright orange Canadian 
Coast Guardsmen jumped out.  One had a 
helmet and a radar antenna heading right 

for our planes.  The pilot walked over to us.  
He wanted to know if we had been flying 
lately.  We had been on the island since 
Saturday but we had taken some gear down 
to the planes.  For about 3 hours the United 
States and Canada had been tracking down 
an ELT going off somewhere on the border.  
Rats, the ELT switch had been triggered by 
one of the pilots putting gear in the back of 
his plane.  After being duly chastised they 
left and we all were glad the system works, 
at least for the next 3 months.

Before we left, no less than 9 planes 
were on the ground.  The time had come 
to fly home with wonderful memories and 
the promise by all to do it again.  You really 
need to try it.  Pristine, clear, winter days 
with a warm place to stay is calling and the 
price is right.
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Arnold Ebneter: An Aviation Legend
By Charles Hower and Kandace Harvey, WPA Harvey Field Chapter

When I first met Arnold, it was in 2004 during my Private Pilot training at Snohomish 
Flying Service, located at Harvey Field.  He impressed me at that time as an individual 
who had a quiet and respectful demeanor.  Little did I know at the time, how much he 
was by his own right, a legend and giant in the world of aviation.  Earlier this year,  he 
was a recipient of two prestigious awards from the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) – “The Wright Brothers ‘Master Pilot’ Award” and “The Charles Taylor ‘Master 
Mechanic’ Award.”  In addition, he also received the 2007 Flight Instructor of the Year 

from the Seattle Flight 
Standards Office of the 
FAA.

T h e  “ M a s t e r 
Pi lot ”  Award is  i n 
recognition of pilots 
who have exhibited 
professionalism, skill, 
and aviation expertise for 
at least 50 years as active 
pilots.  The “Master 
M e c h a n i c ”  Aw a r d 
recognizes the lifetime 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s 
of senior mechanics 
(50 years in aviation 
maintenance a s  an 
accredited mechanic or 
repairman).  In summary, 
both are in appreciation 
for  an ind iv idual’s 
de d ica t e d  se r v ice , 
technical exper t ise, 
professionalism, and 
m a ny  o u t s t a n d i n g 

contributions that further the cause of aviation safety.
Arnold became involved with the aviation community in 1942 when he started his 

flying career at the age of 15 (although I think he probably was born with aviation in 
his genes at the tender age of 5 as reflected by the picture below).  He earned his Private 
Pilot Certificate when he was 17.

He flew numerous aircraft as a student and private pilot which included the 
following: J-3 Cub, PT-23, Luscombe 8A, Aeronca C-3, PT-19, Porterfield, BT-13A, 
Howard DGA, Stinson 150, Stinson V-77, Piper PA-15, Piper PA-12, Cessna 140, Stinson 
108, Aeronca 7AC, and Globe GC-1B.  Arnold obtained his Instructor Certificate and 
Commercial Pilot Certificate by mid 1949.  By the end of 1952, Arnold achieved over 
1300 civilian flying hours.

He joined the Air Force in 1954 (after a brief career as a balloon pilot flying 
numerous flights spanning the late forties and early fifties) and received his wings 
through the Aviation Cadet Program.

He received the airframe portion of his A & P Certificate in 1949.  While in the 
Air Force, he was assigned in one capacity or another in a maintenance unit.  He later 
earned the powerplant portion of the certificate when he was assigned to Parks College 
in 1974 as an ROTC Instructor.

Arnold served as a Military Pilot in the Air Force from January 1953 to September 
1974.  He did his Student pilot training at Goodfellow AFB and Foster AFB, Texas, flying 
L-21 A, T-6G, T-28A, and T-33 for 269 flying hours, upon which he was a distinguished 
graduate.  He flew F-86 and F-100 aircraft until 1968, including two tours in Vietnam 
for a total of 428 combat hours, earning Distinguished Flying Cross for a mission in 
February 1968.  He flew C-54 aircraft at Eglin AFB from 1968 to 1973.  He flew 14 
other military aircraft, including T-33, C-124, and C-131 for a total of 4,186 military 
flight hours.

After retiring from the Air Force in 1974, he moved to the Seattle area after joining 
The Boeing Company as an engineer.  In September of that year, he first came to Harvey 
Field looking for a hangar for his Beech B35 Bonanza (which he has owned since 1961).  
Shortly after that, he restarted his civilian flying career by reinstating his Certified 
Flight Instructor and Commercial Certificate, and then earning his ATP Certificate 

These feats, along with his flying resume, and nearly 19,000 logged hours of flying 
time have made him into a local legend at Harvey Field.  Arnold has mentored and 
advised countless young aspiring aviators, and has not lost an ounce of enthusiasm, nor 
his love and joy for flying.  In summary, Arnold has been actively involved in aviation 
and aircraft maintenance for over fifty (50) years.  He is a true aviation accomplished 
professional and is one who possesses a wealth of knowledge and immense experience 
in both areas respectively and has contributed significantly to aviation.  He is an 
excellent example for all of us to follow and emulate.

In October 2008, the Harvey Field Chapter made him a “Lifetime Member.”  Now, 
there are rumors of retirement at the young age of 80.  So, the next time you are at 
Harvey Field, look Arnold up and shake his hand (the hand of a legend).

and Rotorcraft Flight Instructor Certifications.  He began instructing at Snohomish 
Flying Service in July 1976 and has been employed continuously ever since.  He has 
held many different positions during that time, from Line Instructor, to Chief Flight 
Instructor for Part 141 Operations, Chief Pilot Part 135 Operations to Director of 
Operations and is currently an FAA Designated Pilot Examiner (since 1992).  He 
has flown virtually every aircraft in the Harvey inventory, and is the local expert in 
conventional gear aircraft.  He is the most experienced pilot at Harvey Field and is 
continually sought out for aviation information -- everything from pilot certification 
requirements, to recommendations on avionics and maintenance troubleshooting.

Arnold, as an A&P Mechanic, has also restored a J-3 Cub and has conducted 
the design and building of an original-design aircraft, the E-1 (Ebneter-1), during 
his time at Harvey Field.  That skill could only come from his vast airframe and 
powerplant expertise accumulated over years of experience.  He flew the E-1 (which 
resembles a midget Mustang) on its maiden flight in July 2005.  You can refer to the 
August 8, 2006 edition of EEA’s Sport Aviation Magazine for additional information 
and pictures.
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backers and relied on family and volunteers 
to help him.  Several very skilled volunteers 
stepped up to the plate. His wife Wendy has 
become an expert in stitching and many 
other fabric tasks.  His sons Jay and Ryan, 
who are both highly skilled pilots, and their 
new wives all worked many, many hours 
on the project. 18,000 man hours were 
needed to complete the project.  Only the 
engine, propeller, wheels and exhaust were 
farmed outside.  A few of the original parts 
were salvageable such as the fuselage step 
used by the pilot to reach the cockpit.  The 
tooling for the wheels came in at $15,000 
but by doing 30 of them and offering extras 
to restorers of Vega’s and Ford Tri-Motor 
projects they were able to get the cost down 
to $1,800 each. In the four wings there are 
32,000 individual pieces made from straight 
grain fir.  Without a doubt this plane is an 
incredible story rich in history and lovingly 
restored.  It’s the only airworthy Boeing 40 
in the world. The judges at EAA Airventure 
2008 were so impressed by the plane that 
they awarded it the Golden Lindy Award.  
Addison’s dream came true but he didn’t 
stop there.  

Transcontinental Air 
Mail Re-enactment

Addison told stories of amazing pilots 
who flew the transcontinental mail route 
in weather so bad they had to fly only a 
couple hundred feet above the ground from 
New York to San Francisco in 2 days.  They 
changed out every several hundred miles 
and most knew every hill, tall tree, building 
and fence on their route.  During the winter 
this was critical for them to survive.  

In honor of the 90th Anniversary of 
establishing the route Addison Pemberton 
in his Boeing 40, Larry Tobin in his 
1927 StearmanC3B  and Ben Scott in his 
Stearman Speedmail retraced the route 
from Republic Field in New York to San 
Francisco International in California.  They 
started on September 10th with incredible 
national interest.  The ATC controllers at 
JFK Airport delayed all traffic and asked 
for a 400 ft. fly-by.  Then they approved a 
low level flight around Manhattan and the 
Statue of Liberty.  Starting out the tour they 
announced as “Boeing 40 Flight of Three”.  
That was really confusing for controllers as 
they looked for a group of 3 jets coming in.  
Then they were mistaken for three Boeing 
Flying Fortresses.  No one had seen a Boeing 
40 actually in the air. After the first day 
Addison gave up and asked for help.  He was 
assigned the identifier “Air Mail One” and 
everyone understood who they were.  They 

A Boy and His Plane
(Continued from page 5)

The following WPA State offices are up for election at the WPA 
Annual General Meeting to be held in February 2009 at the 26th 

Annual Northwest Aviation Conference and Trade Show in Puyallup:
President

Vice-President, West
Director at Large

Membership Director
Communications Director

Legislative Director
If you would like to run for one of these offices or know of a fellow 

WPA member who would be a good candidate, please contact Dave 
Lucke at 509-994-0323 or Jim Smith at 425-774-8497.

The following WPA State offices are up for election at the WPA 
Annual General Meeting to be held in February 2009 at the 26th 

WPA Wants You!

By John Townsley,
WPA Legislative Director

UAS are “unmanned aircraft systems”.  They may be quite large, with a wing span 
larger than  a Boeing 737, or as small as a radio controlled model aircraft you might buy 
from Radio Shack.  Unless you live in a cave and depend on smoke signals for news you 
know that military applications for UAS are growing fast.  UAS are found in nearly every 
conflict.  Everyone is using them, even the Iraqi terrorists.

Civilian uses of UAS (also called “UAV” – Unmanned Aerial Vehicles in the press) 
are also growing.  A military UAS was 
used to map wildfires raging in California 
a couple months ago.  Police agencies 
would like to use UAS for surveillance, 
traffic control, and other purposes.  
Pipeline patrols, powerline patrols, 
perimeter security, and other repetitive 
activities are also civilian uses for UAS 
technology. UAS are well suited for work 
that is dull, dirty, or dangerous.

Up to now UAS use in the national 
airspace has been limited because of 14 
CFR 91.114 which requires that “when 
weather conditions permit, regardless 
of whether an operation is conducted 

UAS is Not an Airline under instrument f light rules or 
visual flight rules, vigilance shall 
be maintained by each person 
operating an aircraft so as to see 
and avoid other aircraft.”  Because 
of “See and Avoid”, the military and 
others use Restricted Airspace to 
separate UAS and piloted aircraft.

On November 11th this year the 
Air Force completed “scoping” – 
soliciting comments from the public 
– on an environmental impact 
statement for a creating a very large 
area of Restricted Airspace just a 
few miles from Grand Forks, North 
Dakota.  Under the Air Force’s 
“Proposed Alternative”, for the first 
time in history, Restricted Airspace would be created solely for UAS use.  See http://www.
grandforksuaseis.com/ for more information.

The Air Force wants to convert large portions of the existing Tiger and Devils Lake 
Military Operational Areas (MOAs) to Restricted Airspace.  In addition, two new Restricted 
Airspace corridors would be created radiating from the existing Grand Forks Air Force 
Base Class D airspace, and new Restricted Airspace would be established above the Air 
Force Base Class D.  See the attached map for details.

While Air Force officials declined to comment on input they received in scoping the 
proposal, the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association, Washington Pilots Association, and 
others have expressed serious concerns about the precedent setting nature of the airspace 
decision.  The North Dakota Aeronautics Commission 
does not support the large increase in Restricted Airspace.   
According to Mark Holzer of the Aeronautics Commission, 
a less impactful alternative to creating massive new 
Restricted Airspace would be to enhance radar coverage 
over the existing MOAs and in the vicinity of Grand 
Forks Air Force Base.  Additional radar would facilitate 
identification and avoidance of non-UAS traffic. It would 
also significantly enhance safety for aircraft when UAS 
are not in the air.  An enhanced RADAR environment 
would reduce negative impacts and improve safety for both 
transient and local aircraft.  Sixteen airports and airstrips 
lie beneath the floor of the MOA or the proposed new 
Restricted Airspace.  When in use the Restricted Airspace 
would create a large barrier to transient piston aircraft, and 
other aircraft operating below 18,000 feet.

The Air Force has not yet published a complete 
schedule for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  
The next step, preparation of a Draft EIS, takes three to six 
months to complete.  The next and final opportunity for 
the public to comment directly on the proposed Restricted 
Airspace will be following completion of the Draft.

Stay tuned.  A decision to create Restricted Airspace 
for UAS has national implications for all users of the 
National Airspace System.  The impact on aircraft 
operations will be locally significant.  The Air Force 
recognized this by holding a series of public meetings 
in communities near Great Falls.  Aircraft traveling east 
from the Pacific Northwest through North Dakota will 
also be affected.  Increased costs from diverting around 
the new Restricted Airspace, as well as weather avoidance 
for VFR and even IFR traffic will affect transient traffic.  
To date the Air Force has not acknowledged that the major 
airspace changes proposed in North Dakota are national 
in scope and impact.

made stops at the following locations:
Starting at New York, New York and 

on to Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, Cleveland, 
Ohio, Bryan, Ohio, Chicago, Illinois, Iowa 
City, Iowa, Omaha, Nebraska, North Platte, 
Nebraska, Cheyenne, Wyoming, Rawlins, 
Wyoming,Rock Springs, Wyoming,Salt 
Lake City, Utah, Elko, Nevada, Reno, 
Nevada and ending at San Francisco, 
California.

At each stop the postmaster came out 
to the plane to personally hand stamp and 
sign 900 actual letters they were carrying.  
Every one of the stops had a celebration 
awaiting them at the airport honoring the 
flight.  Several dignitaries actually flew in 
the Boeing 40 from one stop to another. All 
pilots had to sign oaths before transporting 
the US mail just as the pilots had to do 90 
years ago.   The most inhospitable area 
Addison crossed on his route was the 
Allegheny Mountains.  They call it the 
Aviators’ Graveyard or Hells Stretch due 
to the utter lack of any area clear enough 
to land on.  For miles in all directions the 
only thing below is trees. Poor weather 
grounded them for 4 days in the mid west as 
Hurricane Hugo spun moisture northward.  
Their journey ended on September 18th in 
San Francisco.  The $1,000 landing fee was 
waived for them and all traffic ceased.  It 
was a day to remember.  

On the way home Addison and Larry 
Tobin were forced to cut through the 
Columbia River Gorge to get back to 
Spokane due to 3000 ft ceilings.  There 
are few good emergency landing sites.  Of 
course, just about Hood River Larry Tobin’s 
Stearman suddenly just quit running.  He 
peeled off and with a bit of luck found a place 
to land.  It had a slight downhill slope and 
with a little too much momentum the left 
wing wrapped itself around a tree.  Larry 
didn’t have a scratch on him but the plane 
was totaled. He was able to call Addison on 
his cell phone to tell him he was alright.  

Addison landed at Hood River and 
picked Larry up for the ride back home to 
Spokane.  That was less than a month ago 
but the plane is already back in Spokane, the 
parts are out for repair and it will be flying 
again in 2010. It really helps to have a friend 
like Addison and the tools and help to repair 
his beloved Stearman.  At first carb ice was 
suspected but it turned out that a chunk of 
the carburetor gasket had broken off and had 
been floating around inside.  It could have 
stopped the plane anywhere on the 10,100 
mile journey but it chose to lodge in the high 
speed jet of the carburetor only a couple 
hundred miles from home.  It was quite a 
journey for everyone -- pilots, passengers 
and spectators.  


