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WPA’s Spokane Chapter celebrated its 
25th annual Fall Foliage Tour in October 
flying approximately 35 Veterans and family 
members around the mountains and lakes of 
Northeast Washington and Northern Idaho.  

Fourteen WPA pilots turned out with 
their two and four-place airplanes for a trip 
that took most of the veterans from Felts Field 
in the Spokane Valley over Bayview, Idaho 
on Lake Pend Oreille to St. Maries, Idaho at 
the North end of Lake Coeur d’Alene and then 
return to Felts Field.

For 25 straight years private pilots of 
the WPA have reserved the first Saturday in 
October for military Veterans interested in 
seeing Mother Nature from the air followed 
by a post-flight lunch for everyone to enjoy 
together.  

Pam Wick, a VA Recreational Therapist 
who has organized the veterans’ flight for 25 
years, says, “We have so many Veterans with 
disabilities, homelessness, PTSD symptoms 
and other ailments, that from a therapeutic 
aspect makes this day and their f light so 
beneficial.”  Pam was treated to a cake by the 
WPA to mark her 25th year of organizing the 
veterans for the flight.

One veteran followed up the flight with a 
letter sent to Jack Hohner, president of EAA 
79, since the flight was organized out of the 
EAA Hangar at Felts Field.  

“To all that had anything to do with the 
airplane rides for the Veterans on Saturday, 
3rd of October 2015.  Not quite sure just 
who’s good idea this was.  Pam was the one 
who told “us” about it at the VA Medical 
Center.  But whoever...I want to express the 
extreme pleasure that it gave to each and every 
one of the Veterans and Family members 
that participated.  Special thanks to all of 
the Pilots that gave their precious time and 
various aircraft to make the whole morning a 
great success, and the lunch was great. In my 
own case, I wish to extend a special Thanks 
to my pilot, Marian (I think). She was a very 
professional pilot, great personality and just a 
lovely LADY. Think she flew a “tail dragger” 
and something like a Citaborea or some such.

THANKS VERY MUCH   Command 
Chief Master Sargent Victor R. Hugo 
USAF Ret.”
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Why is it that 

some chap t e r s 
a p p e a r  t o  b e 
more successful 
t h a n  o t h e r s ? 
W hy  d o  s o m e 
c h a p t e r s  h ave 
more members, 
more seminars, 
more  f ly- out s , 
m o r e  s o c i a l 
events, etc.? Do 
they have better 

Management, Energy, Vision, Messaging, 
or do they just like to do more of what we all 
enjoy . . . like flying and socializing? Some 
might say that successful chapters have access 
to more pilots. If true then why is the Colville 
Chapter more active than the Olympia 
Chapter? (Twice the membership but access 
to only 10% of the pilot count)

The Membership Renewal Postcards 
were sent out the first week of November. We 
promised great changes with a renewed sense 
of energy at the State and Chapter Levels. 
During our November 14th Board Meeting we 
reviewed a number of initiatives that will help 
every pilot and chapter. Here is just a sample;

Obviously Membership is Job #1. To 
support that effort we now have a whole series 
of new marketing materials. They should be 
showing up in all of the pilot lounges and 
FBO’s. If you don’t see them send us an email 
to president@wpaflys.org. In the background 
we have an updated Management System. We 
are able to track and communicate with every 
member, past and present. Strategically we 
can measure how effective every chapter is 
and assist them when needed.

WINGS is now in the hands of every 
elected official and legislator and every 
airport. Aside from YOUR copy we do a 
direct mail to all who are important to our 

John Dobson,  
WPA President

(Continued on page 3)

Veteran’s Flight 2015 By Marian Heale

By Blake McKinley, Jr.2015-11 Wings Legislative Report
Let me start off with “I’m sorry”.  It 

was brought to my attention that in my last 
legislative report, I made a comment with regard 
to light sport aircraft that when taken at face 
value rubbed at least one person the wrong way 
(it is nice to know that what is being written 
is being read).  I have included the paragraph 
below.  

“As an aside, since this legislation draws 
heavily on the success of the Sport Pilot 
category and their ability to operate an airplane 
with only a driver’s license in their back pocket, 
once PBOR-2 gets passed the next thing the 
General Aviation Caucus should introduce in 
Washington DC is legislation to modify the 
light sport category of aircraft.  To me it would 
make sense to include aircraft that are not 

complex or high performance.  After all, if the 
foundational reason behind the development of 
the Light Sport category was to encourage more 
participation in general aviation, then shouldn’t 
airplanes that people would really find useful 
rather than novelties be an option?”  

My intent was not to denigrate or be 
disrespectful of the Sport Pilot community.  
Rather, at several points in the article I pointed 
out that the Sport Pilot category had broken new 
ground for general aviation and that this needed 
to be expanded into other areas of general 
aviation.  As with all aspects of aviation, the 
mission defines the type of aircraft best suited.  
As long as the aircraft suits the mission, it is 
useful.  Again, my apologies for insinuating 
that the Light Sport category of airplanes is 

not useful.
At the state level we are working with 

WSDOT-Aviation to revamp legislation 
that would decrease the financial impact 
of delinquent aircraft registration fees and 
streamline the collection process.  Other 
projects are in the works as well.  More news 
will follow.

Pilots Bill of Rights-2 (PBOR-2) seems to 
be making progress through Congress.  Some 
changes to what will be required medically 
appear to be in the works.  According to the 
AOPA website, seventeen alphabet groups 
have sent a joint letter, dated November 16th, 
encouraging the adoption of the Manchin 
Amendment.  The medical reform portion to the 
third class medical process would allow pilots 
who have held a third class medical (regular or 
special issuance) over the past ten years to fly 
without the requirement of obtaining another 
FAA medical exam.  For those pilots with a 
medical certificate that lapsed over ten years 
ago, or for those who have never held a FAA 
medical certificate, they will be required to 
obtain a one-time medical certificate.  After 
obtaining the medical certificate (regular or 
special issuance) no further FAA medical 
certification will be required.  If certain 
medical factors exist such as certain cardiac, 
psychological, or neurological conditions then 
a one-time special issuance medical will be 

necessary.  This revision to medical certification 
would allow pilots to f ly under visual or 
instrument flight rules in aircraft weighing up to 
6,000 pounds and carrying up to five passengers 
below 18,000 feet and at 250 knots or below.

User Fees/ATC Privatization, both are 
one-in-the-same.  In every single country 
that has gone to this system general aviation 
has been adversely impacted.  This is a 
move primarily driven by the airlines.  It is 
important to remember that we each pay to 
use the system whenever we fly through the 
collection of fuel taxes and other aviation 
related taxes.  More importantly, the aviation 
system exists to benefit the entire population 
of the United States, aviators and non-aviators 
through the movement of goods and commerce.  
Consequently, it is appropriate that every citizen 
have some skin in the game through the tax 
system.

I would encourage you to contact your 
Congressional members regarding the PBOR-
2 to provide your input, it is currently going 
through the committee process.  Also, it never 
hurts to contact the same members of Congress 
to voice your opposition to User Fees/ATC 
Privatization.  Finally, if you have any concerns 
with factors affecting general aviation at the 
state or local level, please contact either myself, 
any state board member, or your local chapter 
president.

President’s 
Message…

Veterans and WPA Pilots eat lunch together following the Fall Foliage Tour

Spokane WPA Pilots turn out to fly veterans on Fall Foliage tour

Veterans and families turn out at Felts Field for the annual Fall Foliage Tour
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Walla Walla Regional
310 A Street Walla Walla, WA  99362

Airport Businesses and Visitors

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

AIRPORT BUSINESSES
Counties in Impact Region: WallaWalla
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs on the airport footprint (excluding businesses that are not aviation-dependent).
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs located on the airport footprint.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Estimated Economic Impact Direct Total Impact
Jobs                            58 98
Labor Income  $            3,500,000 5,100,000
Output  $          12,400,000 17,200,000

VISITOR SPENDING
Impact Region: Washington State (once visitors land they may spend their money throughout the state).
Total Visitor Spending: Estimated total annual spending by visitors traveling through this airport.
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs supported by the total estimated visitor expenditures.
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs supported by visitor expenditures.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original visitor spending that remains in the state (some visitor spending

dollars paid to businesses will be exported out of the state).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Total Estimated Visitor Spending: 5,035,500$            
Direct Indirect/Induced Total Impact All State Impacts % State Impact

Jobs                           55                            26 81 94,000 0.09%
Labor Income  $           1,500,000  $            1,200,000 2,700,000$          3,311,700,000$     0.08%
Output  $           4,300,000 3,800,000$            8,100,000$          10,160,600,000$   0.08%

FISCAL IMPACTS

Estimated Taxes Paid to Each Jurisdiction Type
Cities Counties Special Districts State Total Taxes

Airport Businesses  $                     800  $                 79,000  $               17,000  $              210,000 306,800$             
Visitors  $                45,000  $                 46,000  $               46,000  $              247,000 384,000$             
Total  $                45,800  $               125,000  $               63,000  $              457,000  $            690,800 
NOTE: Tax estimates include Aircraft Excise Tax, Property Tax, Business & Occupation Tax, Sales Tax, Aviation Fuel Tax,
            State and Local Utility Taxes, Rental Car Tax, and Lodging Tax.
            Special Districts include Transit, Schools, Hospitals, Fire, EMS, Parks, Ports, Utilities, and others.

Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced

                                                          40 
 $                                           1,600,000 
 $                                           4,800,000 
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NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 16 Federal: Airport Elevation:           1,191 
Associated City: Walla Walla Approach Category:
County: Walla Walla State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: Port Number: 3 FAA: IIIC
Owner: Port of Walla Walla Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/15/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 1 Number of Cargo Carriers 1
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 15 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -
Medical Transport Single-Engine 105
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 1 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 0 AIS Last Updated: 12/28/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 3 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 1 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 126 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/28/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 1 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 126 - 471
Operations 29,206 - 313,954 

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

29,050
33,430
29,582

Gulfstream III, Lear 
25, DC 8

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

C: 121 to < 
141 knots

Commercial Service Airport - 
Primary

Asphalt,Concrete,
Concrete

The Walla Walla Regional Airport is a commercial air service airport and is located in Southeast
Washington which serves the Walla Walla Valley of about 60,000 people. Developed during WWII
and expanded through the years, the airport encompasses approximately 3,000 acres. In addition
to aviation activities the airport is home to a large industrial park with approximately 50 small to
medium size non-aviation businesses.

Commercial

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 90 118 129 180
Military Local 28 0 4 2
Commercial Air Taxi 2981 2505 949 860
Commercial Air Carrier 0 257 2019 1337
General Itinerant 14976 15671 13546 11963
General Local 17093 17597 20447 14864
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A Publication of the Washington Pilots Association

227 Bellevue Way NE, PMB 397
Bellevue, WA 98004

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to: wings@wpaflys.org

Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:
PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE

Bellevue, WA 98004-9721
WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions 
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

Ragged Irregulars FBO
Good things are happening at the 

Walla Walla Airport, and the Ragged 
Irregulars FBO with Jenny Wade at the 
helm is right in the middle of it all.

Jenny has taken the $100 Hamburger 
to an entirely different level with three 
wineries available within a block of her 
facility at the airport, 20 within bicycling 
or walking distance, accommodations for 
up to eight at a time and easy access to 
rental cars if patrons want to go into town.  

However, the Walla Walla Airport, now 
boasting 78 companies in the immediate 
area, has been dubbed the, “Walla Walla 
Airport District – a destination all its 
own.” 

There are three separate facilities at 
the Walla Walla Airport to service local, 
transiting and Walla Walla Destination 
bound customers.  

Stan Holm at Blue Ridge Aircraft 
Service offers all maintenance services to 
a wide variety of single and multi-engine 
aircraft.  Stan is at home with the small 
Cessna 150 engine as well as the big round 
engines on many antique aircraft.  He 
also offers annuals on most reciprocating 
engine aircraft.  SullinAir, whose primary 
facility is located in Tri-Cities, has the 
aviation gas and jet-A contract.  

Jenny Wade at the Ragged Irregulars 
offers f light instruction in a C-172; 
30-minute tours of the Walla Walla Valley, 
which are very popular with the locals; 
aerial photography charters, aircraft 

By Marian Heale

rental, condo-rental and bicycle rental.  
There are three car rental outlets within 
the Airport District as well as a bakery 
offering homemade soups and sandwiches, 
three art galleries, one brewery and three 
distilleries.      

The Daughter of retired Whitman 
College chemistry professor and author 
Skip Wade, Jenny graduated from Walla 
Walla High School in 1999.  Two years 
later while she was studying pre-med 
courses with the idea of becoming a doctor, 
September 11, 2001 happened.  

Jenny says she literally picked up the 
phone book and called the first military 
recruiter she could find.  Jenny joined 
the Air Force ROTC, and while she was 
finishing her B.S. degree at WSU, she 
also obtained her private pilot’s license.  
When she completed her degree and was 
inducted into the Air Force as a Second 
Lieutenant, Jenny was given her choice of 
several different aircraft – she chose the 
F-16.  She was eventually deployed to Iraq 
and Afghanistan with the call sign, “Steel”.  
Asked how she got that particular call sign, 
all she would do is grin.  Jenny spent the 
last four years of her Air Force career as 
an F-16 instructor in Arizona.  

Having completing her military 
commitment of 10 years after becoming a 
jet pilot, Jenny retired from the Air Force 
and returned to Walla Walla to peruse her 
love of flight as the owner and operator of 
a very diversified FBO.  

PROPOSED CHANGE IN WPA BY-LAWS 
The stated mission of the Washington Pilot’s Association is printed in the By-Laws to read: 

“The mission of the Washington Pilots Association is to advance the interest of General 
Aviation in Washington State through Advocacy, Outreach, Education, and Social Activities.”
It was recently noticed that the “Mission” has been written several different ways on different documents.  
One of these was, “To advance and protect the interests of General Aviation in Washington State through 
Advocacy, Outreach, Education and Social Activities.”
It has been proposed that the WPA By-Laws be changed to read:

“The mission of the Washington Pilots Association is:  
To advance and protect the interests of General Aviation in Washington State

through Advocacy, Outreach, Education and Social Activities.”  
This change will be brought before those at the general membership meeting in Puyallup next February.  
The Washington Pilot’s Association Board  

Ragged Irregulars Aviation 
offers flight instruction, 

aircraft rental, air tours and 
air photography

ABOVE:  Jenny Wade, owner 
and flight instructor, works at 
balancing flight instruction 
and overnight guest rentals
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We also reviewed our 2016 Legislative 
Agenda. Your WPA has a strong circle of 
partners in the aviation industry (WAMA, 
WSCAA, PNBAA, WSDOT, AOPA and 
EAA) and in the legislature to help guide and 
sponsor our message. A couple of issues back 
I opined how Les Smith secured for us a seat 
at the table. (See Advocacy article for details)

And finally we talked about our General 
Membership Meeting in February at the 
Northwest Aviation Conference & Trade 
Show on the 20th and 21st of February. 
We have our State elections of officers and 
awards, but this is really the only time we 
get gather together and hear from all of you. 
We will, as always, bribe you with food and 
drink. But, we hope this time you show up in 
droves because you like what you see. See you 
out on the tarmac!

(Continued from page 1)

One of three guest rooms available for overnight rental adjacent to the runways at 
Ragged Irregulars Aviation. For complete details see page two.

The big news 
is that the AOPA 
will be holding their 
2016 Regional Fly-
In at the Bremerton 
National Airport 
o n  A u g u s t 
20th.  Hundreds 
of  a i rc r a f t  a nd 
t h o u s a n d s  o f 
a t t e n d e e s  a r e 

expected from Washington, Canada and 
our neighboring states.  The WPA will 
have a golden opportunity for recruiting 
and promoting its missions in Washington 
State as well as collaborating with the pilot 
associations of those neighboring states’ 
pilots associations.  The presidents of the pilot 
associations of California, Colorado, Idaho, 
Montana, Oregon and Wyoming are planning 
to be present at the event.

The formation of the new Skagit Chapter 
is coming along nicely, with 
Safety and Education Director 
Ken Davies spearheading the 
project.  He writes:

The Skagit Chapter of 
the WPA is coming together 
nicely. There are currently 11 
members. The next meeting is 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 at 6pm 
at Cascade. New officers are 
as follows:

President-Ken Davies, 

Vice President-Mike Watkins, & Secretary/
Treasurer –Kellsey Piller. Our finalized 
constitution & bylaws will be forthcoming 
shortly. Both the Skagit Airport manager Ms. 
Sara Young and the Skagit Airport Support 
Association (SASA0 are looking forward to 
having the Skagit Chapter onboard.

Conversations are underway to form 
a Seaplane Pilots chapter.  If feasible, this 
chapter will be an “affinity” group as opposed 
to an airport-centric chapter.  If you are a 
seaplane pilot, you can affiliate with the 
Seaplane Pilots chapter no matter where 
you are “based” or frequent.  Member Greg 
Corrado operates from his home on Long 
Lake and is very active with that group.  
He will also host those seaplanes that will 
be coming in for the AOPA Fly-In Shuttle 
service to the Bremerton Airport event will 
be provided by the Port of Bremerton.

The Bremerton Chapter achieved a 
milestone of quadrupling its membership 

from 26 at the beginning of 
2012 to over 104.

Work continues with the 
hangar associations and other 
pilots groups in Olympia to 
breathe some life into a once-
vibrant chapter.
Jim Posner
F33A Bonanza – N335HP 
Cell (415) 990-0664
jimposner@comcast.net

By Jim Posner – WPA’s VP-West – November, 2015

Westside Story
The Washington Pilots Association

“West of the Cascades” Aviation Scene Report

Hood Canal and Olympics
Photo by Doug Haughton

The Mission Statement for the WPA is, 
“ . . . to Advance and Protect the Interests 
of General Aviation in Washington State 
through Advocacy, Outreach, Education 
and Social Activities. In a very broad sense 
that means Taxes, User Fees, Land Use, 
Airspace, Obstructions, Airport Funding, etc 
are all part of the WPA’s Legislative Agenda. 
Everything is on the table! Our challenge is 
to pick those battles where we might have a 
positive impact. 

Back in 2007 the Joint Legislative Audit 
and Review Committee (JLARC) evaluated 
the policy allowing for fuel tax exemptions 
($.11 per gallon). 96% of all aviation fuel 
sold in this state is exempt. According to the 
JLARC, “It does not appear that the aircraft 
excise tax is fulfilling its implied original 
public policy purpose. The Legislature has 
expanded the use of the funds generated 
by the aviation fuel tax, and now additional 
parties benefit from these expenditures, but 
do not pay the tax”.  

On first blush the fuel tax exemptions 
must be front and center for any movement 
to fund airports. Even the Joint Legislative 
Committee said these exemptions should 
be reviewed. Assume for the moment 
you find a legislator to introduce such a 
bill. The commercial airlines, the Boeing 
Company, emergence medical operators and 
agricultural interests will oppose you. The 
general flying public might perceive this to 
result in an increase to air fares. Put yourself 
in the position of an elected; would you want 
to fight that battle for a “rich” GA airplane 
driver? 

In my Oct-Nov Presidents Message I 
asked you to acquire your own copy of the 
“Airport Investment Solutions Handbook”. 
If you did then you are truly a rare member 
indeed. One might even say you are deranged. 
The executive summary outlines ten (10) 
possible solutions to fund our aviation 
infrastructure over the next twenty (20) 
years. Recall what I said; WSDOT – Aviation 
Division needs approximately $12 million 
per year just to maintain what we have. We 
have narrowed our selection to four (4). Here 
they are:

Advocacy. . . Our 
Legislative Agenda By John Dobson, 

WPA President

1.   Establish a State-Sponsored Revolving 
Aviation Infrastructure Loan Fund. 
#4 - 1k. For those in government 
this program is similar to the CERB 
(Community Economic Revitalization 
Board). Airport Sponsors may borrow 
funds at low interest rates. 

2.  Reallocate Airport Leasehold Tax to 
the Aeronautics Account. #6 - 3b. 
 Instead of property taxes airports 
collect 12.84% leasehold excise tax 
on all revenue. Check your hangar 
rent invoice. While a good portion of 
that funding goes back to the cities 
and counties from whence it came, 
the State’s General Fund is also a 
beneficiary.  

3.   Modify the State Aircraft “Sales Tax 
(6.5%)” and Excise Tax on Fuel.  #9 
. . . 3d. While the Federal, Military 
and Commercial are exempt from the 
$.11 cents per gallon, Commercial 
operators must pay the sales tax on 
fuel burned over the State.  

4.  Develop a Best Management Practices 
(BMP) Guidebook / Toolkit for 
Airports. 10 - 4f.  The concept entails 
a toolkit to help airports move toward 
self sufficiency in terms of capital 
development programs.

Go back and review number three (3).  
Boeing and the Commercials understand 
that they are already paying that sales tax. 
Rather than press them to accept another 
fuel tax, why not solicit their help to insure 
their current “sales tax” contributions are 
used to support the statewide aviation system 
they use? If all four of the above mentioned 
Investment Solutions were to magically 
happen by the end of 2016 “all” of aviation 
in this state would flourish well beyond our 
20 year horizon. 

To Advance and Protect the Interests 
of General Aviation requires friends and 
relationships with all who touch aviation. 
The Washington State Aviation Alliance 
(WSAA), our legislative Aviation Caucus 
and WSDOT-Aviation Division are vital 
friends to have if the WPA is to succeed in 
our mission. 

WSDOT SURVEY: The Aviat ion 
Division is requesting state pilots complete 
public input on their State-Managed Airport 
Planning efforts.  Please jump on the survey 
at http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/News/2015/05/
AirportSurvey_28.htm. It’s not too late as 
Airport Layout Plans  are being developed in 
Phases, with five priority airports addressed 
each year. through 2017.   Your voice can make 
a difference in deciding what work needs 
doing and WSDOT airports manager Paul 
Wolf can use our help to favorably influence 
agencies (e.g. 
BL M ,  USFS , 
N PS) for  ou r 
benefit. 

R A NGE R 
C R E E K :  O n 
October 15, Paul 
p u l l e d  s o m e 
strings and got a 
striping crew to 
paint markings 
a nd  na me on 
21W, the Green 
River Chapter’s 
adopted airport. 
Leo Dondlinger 
and I flew in to photograph and speak with 
Paul.  Who says airports are secular? Ever 
notice which way runway names are laid out?

USER FEES: Perseverance, Perspiration, 
and Politeness may help the little guys.  
After asking my elected representatives 
for their position on ATC Privatization and 

Airports Report to WPA 
Board, Nov. 14, 2015 By Tom Jensen 

Airports Director

caption

WPA Spokane member Marian Heale and her veteran passenger look over her Citabria 
prior to the annual Veterans Fall Foliage Tour.  For complete details see page one.

User Fees, and receiving a form letter which 
addressed neither, I politely connected the 
dots with another try.  I was contacted by the 
transportation issues specialists from Senator 
Murray’s office. (No response from Cantwell 
or Reichert.)  On a scheduled call, I had a 
chance to explain my points and came to feel 
that I was providing facts and feelings which 
were useful to our cause.  

I note that the transportation budget 
was passed without User Fees the very next 
week.  I followed up by sending my research 

no t e s  w i t h  a 
thank you and 
request to get “in 
the Roladex”.  I 
r e ce ived  t h i s 
reply: “I wil l 
absolutely reach 
out if I have any 
questions about 
general aviation, 
and please do 
not hesitate to 
send me a line 
if you have any 
q u e s t i o n s  o r 
concer ns that 

pop up.” 
This left me feeling “strangely confident”, 

hopeful that minor players can have an 
influence with out SuperPac money.  It was 
clear that speaking as a representative for 
the WPA (numbers count!) and as a small 
business owner had a positive influence.

President’s Message
future. It is so critical that elected officials and 
legislators understand who we are and what is 
important to us and the aviation community. 

Associated with WINGS is a renewed 
emphasis on our calendar of events. We are 
trying to focus on events that are within 
walking distance of the airport. Think of the 
Combine Demolition Derby in Lind or the 
Threshing B in Toledo or the Fathers Day 
Fly in Tonasket. If it has to do with Food, 
Camping or Socializing we want to promote 
it for you. And to that end, the State WPA 
wants to place special emphasis on three 
(3) events for 2016 where all of the elements 
come together. 1. The Republic Fly-in.  2. The 
AOPA Fly-in in Bremerton. 3. OysterFest in 
Shelton.    If your chapter is having an event, 
we want to put it on the Wings calendar. Let 
us know at president@wpaflys.org 
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Full-service FBO at KSFF  

FUEL 
100LL & Jet A 

 
AVIONICS 

Sales, Service, and Installations 
 

MAINTENANCE 
 

PILOT SUPPLIES 
 

Line Services 
Terminal Building 

6105 E. Rutter Ave. 
Spokane, WA 99212 

Open Daily 8am to 5pm 
509-939-8197 

Main Facility 
5505 E. Rutter Ave. 
Spokane, WA 99212 

Open M-F 8am to 5pm 
Open Saturdays (seasonal) 

509-534-7371 

WPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter gen-
erally meets on the second Thursday of every 
third month (February, May, August and No-
vember) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are held in the 
Micro Aerodynamics hangar on the airport. 
Contact Chapter President Karl Fischbach, 
TeamFischbach@gmail.net, 360-770-4260.
ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter meets 
the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Buzz Inn Restaurant at 5200 172nd St NE in 
Arlington (at the south end of the Arlington 
Airport). A no host dinner is at 6pm and the 
meeting starts at 7pm. For more information 
contact Michael Tally, 425-359-0133.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Jim Posner, 
415-990-0664, jimposner@comcast.net 
for further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
chapter meets on the third Thursday of the 
month at Rite Bros (FBO) at Port Angeles 
Fairchild International Airport (CLM). Meet-
ings begin at 7:00 pm, and all are welcome. 
For more info on the Clallam County 
chapter, contact Jerry Nichols, oldnick@
olypen.com, 800-292-2978.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-684-1566.
DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meets at 
the Deer Park Airport (KDEW) Administration 
Building on the last Thusday of the month, ex-
cept in February, November and December. 
The Administration building is located near 
the south end of the airport. A potluck dinner 
begins at 6:30 pm, with an aviation-related 
program beginning at 7:15, followed by a 
short business meeting. Guests are always 
welcome. For more information about Deer 
Park chapter and its activities, please 
contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER – The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviation program.  
For meeting information and other chapter 
activities, including group fly-outs, WINGS 
programs and other special events please 
visit http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/
GreenRiver/EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/
current.pdf or contact   the Chapter 
President Shane Mahoney at shane@
skynetbb.com, 360-802-2300.
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The Harvey 
Field chapter meets on the second Saturday 
of each month, year round, at 10:00 am in 
Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For more infor-
mation on activities, please visit the WPA 

web site, click on the Harvey Field Chapter, 
and visit the Activities Calendar. For more 
information contact Sandy Burn  at 801-
673-4380.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The North 
Sound chapter meets every second Thursday 
of the month (except during June, July and 
August), at 7:00 pm at the Whatcom Edu-
cational Credit Union WECU® 600 Block of 
Holly St.  in Bellingham.  For more info on the 
North Sound chapter, contact Robert Powell  
robthpowell@gmail.com.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- The 
Okanogan and Ferry County WPA Chapter 
meets on the third Thursday of the month 
during late fall/winter to spring. Meeting 
locations alternate between Koala’s in Omak 
and Whistler’s in Tonasket. Meeting times 
and locations during good flying weather 
vary.  For information regarding a specific 
meeting date/location, contact Lee Orr 
at 509-486-4502 or Bob Hoffman at 509-
997-8141.
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit  
www.painechapterwpa.org or send email 
to paine-president@wpaflys.org

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton-
Sanderson chapter meets 10am Saturdays 
at Sanderson Pilot’s Center.
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - For meeting 
information contact Bob Brown at 360-
607-5060.
SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held on 
the third Wednesday of each month at the 
Mirabeau Park Hotel beginning at 6:00 PM.  
Meeting program information can be found at 
WPASpokane.org.   For more information 
contact Chapter President Donna Childs 
at Cloud_Jockey@msn.com,  208 699 
7394.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets 
at 6:30 pm at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-
Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. For information 
contact Chapter President Mike White, 
mikeywhite@charter.net, 509-586-9785.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors chapter 
meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location TBD. For 
meeting details and more info, contact 
Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.com , 360-
289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Don Flick, donaldflick@
nwi.net, 509-885-6105
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley chap-
ter meets every Saturday morning at 8:30 at 
Yakima Airport. For chapter information, 
contact Les Flue at les@lesflue.com.

Most Chapters keep updated 
information on the WPAFLY.org

website. Click on the “Chapters” tab
for more information.

2016 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL SEASON
It is also the season for numerous other occasions and activities.  While looking ahead 
to the holidays also think about your aviation community.  Including friends, activities, 
flying in any general aviation aircraft seat, and supporting the organization that “has 
your back”.
2016’s Washington Pilots Association promises to be better and stronger than ever.  
Really.  We have been talking about it and working towards that goal all year.  Both at 
chapter and state levels.
If you have not already done so PLEASE consider renewing your Washington Pilots 
Association membership for 2016 online at www.wpaflys.org.  It’s easy.
Sincerely,
Frank E. Hummel, WPA State Director at Large
WPA Paine Field Chapter Membership Director

Aviation Academy, sponsored by the 
Paine Field Chapter of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA) and Snohomish County 
Airport (Paine Field), is a ground school-like 
course that provides young adults (ages 13-18) 
with information about aviation careers, and 
what it takes to become a pilot. The program 
is taught by volunteer aviation professionals 
and enthusiasts, all with goal of sharing the 
joy of flight with the next generation.

The course—held each spring at Everett 
Community College’s Aviation Maintenance 
classrooms at Paine Field—consists of 
eight classes which include subjects such 
as weather, navigation, flight planning, Air 
Traffic Control, and Four Forces of Flight. 
Students also attend a field trip that includes 
a tour of the Paine Field airport environment, 
air traffic control tower, fire station, and 
the Museum of Flight Restoration Center. 
Other tours include visiting the Future of 
Flight Aviation Center & Boeing Tour and 
the Historic Flight at Kilo-6 facility at Paine 
Field. The program culminates with our 
graduation and flights on General Aviation 

Day, where our graduates get to utilize what 
they have learned in a practical application. 
For more information on the program, please 
visit our webpage at http://www.wpaflys.org/
aviation_academy.html.

This year, we had 24 students attend 
the course. With that many students, it 
takes the support of many individuals and 
organizations to make the program successful. 
I’d like to thank the Paine Field airport staff 
and Paine Field Fire Department; class 
instructors Austin Wood, Steve Waterman, 
Amitabh Nag, Donna Riga, Les Smith, 

Aviation Academy 
Graduates 24 Students
by Kevin T. Kelly, Aviation Academy Director

Richard Newman, and Allen Kam (NOAA); 
our Career Night guest speakers, including 
Trooper Christopher Noll (Washington State 
Patrol Aviation), Naval Aviator LCDR Bryan 
Haney (NAS Whidbey Island), Tyler Bennett 
(Paine Field Civil Air Patrol Squadron, and 
former Aviation Academy student), and Rob 
Abernathy (Everett Community College 
Aviation Maintenance); classroom and tour 
helpers Greg Bell, Evan Seitz (a former 
Aviation Academy student), and Melanie 
Hancock; Dana Prigmore at the EvCC 
Aviation Maintenance Department; Sheree 
Van Berg (Museum of Flight Restoration 
Center); Jackye Skerlong and the staff of the 
Future of Flight gift store; Jeannette Elkins 
and the on-duty controllers at the Paine Field 
Air Traffic Control Tower; John Sessions, 
Vanessa Dunn and the volunteers at Historic 
Flight Foundation; various organizations that 
donate handout materials; and the Young 
Eagles pilots who flew our students on Paine 
Field Aviation Day.

On the last day of the course, we give 
the students a quiz to gauge their knowledge 

retention. Those students who scored 80% or 
better were submitted for a drawing during 
the graduation ceremony for the chance to 
win a free flight simulator session donated 
by Chinook Flight Simulations, and the 
top-scoring student (with a grade of 95%) 
was awarded an introductory flight lesson 
(funded through the Jim Hannah Memorial 
Scholarship).

We look forward to shar ing the 
joy of aviation, and the many career 
opportunities that the industry offers, with 
next year’s class!

Recent Aviation Academy Graduates.
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Well it looks like the shorter daylight 
hours are upon us, but all is not lost since 
I know a number of you have your annuals 
planned for this part of the year… so the 
long days are not interrupted with the ever 
present need for maintenance. Vigilance for 
corrosion and spending the time to stop it in 
its tracks can be time well spent at the airport 
this time of year. I have included some areas 
to inspect and reference for remedial action 
to help check this nuisance from progressing.

Besides costing millions of dollars in 
aircraft and repair work, corrosion can lead to 
massive safety risks if left untreated. Aircraft 
mechanics and technicians have to be vigilant 
in looking for signs of metal corrosion.

 Metal corrosion occurs after a period 
of contact with chemical or electrochemical 
agents, such as acids, alkalis, and salts. The 
corrosion can appear as a discoloration due to 
chemical deposits, or as a pitting of the metal.

Depending on the type of corroded 
metal, the discoloration can be gray, white, 
green, or red (common rust). Pitting and 
etching can significantly weaken the strength 
of the metal and lead to cracks. 

A major contributing factor to aircraft 
corrosion is the climate. Aircraft that operate 
in marine climates are particularly susceptible 
to metal corrosion.

While water vapor al ready has a 
corrosive effect, the water vapor and salt 
combination found in marine climates is a 
powerful corrosive agent. Areas that contain 
high amounts of industrial particles and 
fumes in the atmosphere also heighten the 
risk of corrosion. 

When inspecting aircraft, there are 
several areas that are especially prone to 
corrosion and need to be monitored. They 
include: 

•  the battery compartments
•  bilge areas

What This Holiday 
Will Bring

I ’ v e  b e e n 
th inking of al l 
the new things 
“Aviat ion” one 
could get for the 
hol idays ,  even 
taking advantage 
of “Black Friday.” 
Let’s see, Light 
Speed has that 

new “Tango” wireless headset, or there are 
those new stylish looking Oakley Crosshair 
Sunglasses, or even the Yuneec Typhoon 
Q500G remote controlled drone you could get. 

Technology seems to be getting ahead of 
the pilots in some cases in today’s world. It 
was brought up in a recent edition of “AOPA 
Live” about the user fees that Australian pilots 
have to deal with and how the general aviation 
population there has decreased in the recent 
years significantly because of that. If we are 
not careful I believe that could happen here 
in our local flying area as well. 

It takes pilots as a group to show why 
we don’t really need user fees if the aviation 
infrastructure is set up the right way. The 
applications the new smart phones have with 
“wallet pay” user fees would be simple. You 
could scan your phone on the way into the 
local FBO upon landing and it could charge 
you for landing fee, parking fee and fueling 
fee before you even reach the restroom, as 
easy as paying for a cup of coffee at Starbucks. 

We all know we don’t want that to 
happen. But, what are we doing about it? Why 
do a group of men or women get together on a 

By Ken Davies

Saving Your Airplane 
From Corrosion
Article by Bill Abel from the Spokane EAA 79 Newsletter with an addendum by Tom Jensen

•  bulkheads
•  wheel wells and landing gear
•  water entrapment areas
•  wing flap and spoiler recesses 
•  areas hit by exhaust stream 
•  cooling air vents 
Generally, parts of the aircraft that 

harbor moisture or are constantly exposed to 
outside debris are corrosion hot-spots.

There are a number of good publications 
on corrosion control, but perhaps a good place 
to start for FREE for a 3 ring binder would 
be http://www.aviation-safety-bureau.com/
support-files/ac-43-4a.pdf. This FAA AC43-
4A has 7 chapters, 75 photos and 180 plus 
pages of good information to keep your costs 
and repairs minimized and flying maximized.
information Keep ‘em hummin’, Bill Abel 
EAA Chapter 79 TC/FA

Tom Jensen addendum:
Now Bill’s article was good, but IMHO 

didn’t go far enough. FAA AC43-4a is 
“compleat and official” but at over 220 
unsearchable pages doesn’t mention a word 
about controlling the corrosion process by 
using products like Corrosion-X or ACF-50. 

http://www.corrosionx.com/tech.html 
simply explains the corrosion process and 
how these Fluid Thin Film Coatings work 
to shut it down.  These chemicals are fogged 
into the aircraft spaces after removing 
wingtips and inspection panels, etc., areas 
which you cannot access to apply AC43-4a 
techniques.  Most FBOs can accomplish this 
for as little as $150 when you’re doing your 
annual. It should be done every couple of 
years and is especially important for older 
Cessnas which were delivered with bare 
aluminum (no zinc chromate paint on panels 
prior to assembly.) It’s a lot easier than re-
skinning a wing and leaves you time to worry 
about other things.

Tuesday or Wednesday night and go bowling 
every week? It’s because along with bowling 
they like the camaraderie of their friends 
and it gives them a little time each week to 
get away, compete with each other, and have 
fun. Just like we pilots have poker runs or 
scavenger hunts when we fly. If you’re not a 
member of a pilot group like AOPA or WPA 
join, show your support. If you’re not current 
get current.

AOPA within the last year has started a 
program called “Rusty Pilot” which aims to 
get the pilots who haven’t flown in a few years 
to many back in the cockpit of an airplane. 
It counts as the hour of ground training 
required for a f light review. Many things 
have happened this past year, fuel prices have 
dropped, the Pilot’s Bill of Right’s 2 is getting 
close to passing which reforms the 3rd class 
medical, and more restaurants have opened 
at many of the local airports including Ellie’s 
at Arlington and Flyer’s at Skagit Regional. 

There really is no reason not to get 
out and fly somewhere with someone or go 
as a group. There are lots of events on the 
horizon starting with the Norwest Aviation 
Conference & Tradeshow in February through 
the AOPA Regional Fly-In this year at the 
Bremerton Airport in August. If you ask me 
“flying with friends and going somewhere” 
with the beautiful scenery along the way is 
the best holiday present I could give myself. 
I would enjoy the cheaper fuel to fly longer 
and pass on the drone, the sunglasses, and the 
headset.  I hope you feel the same way. 

 Thanks. Fly Safe

Safety & Education 
Director

ADVERTISE IN WPA WINGS!
Ad rates & info at http://www.wpaflys.org/wings.html

JOIN WPA
WPA is working to advance the interests of 

general aviation in Washington State.

www.wpaflys.org

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

Please Join or renew today!



Page 6 - WPA Wings December 2015 - January 2016

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

JOIN WPA

www.wpaflys.org
Please Join or renew today!

WPA is working to
advance the 
interests of 

general aviation in 
Washington State.

800-275-7345
503-640-4686

Fax 503-640-3071
5625 NE Elam Young Pkwy

Hillsboro, OR 97124
www.regalaviation.com

Washington Sector Call: 425-314-4338
Web: www.wingwaxersnw.com  •  Email: wingwaxerswa@gmail.com

Arlington, WA, (AWO)

UPDATED WA STATE AIRPORT RESTAURANT GUIDE
Follow the link to see what cuisine is available around the airports in our great state!

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/A0645114-9479-403B-B408-751B0D88D3D8/0/WAStateAirportRestaurants11Oct2015.pdf

On Friday, September 11th, the Paine 
Field Chapter of the Washington Pilots 
Association recognized this year’s recipients 
of the Kurt Mason Aviation Education 
Scholarship.

The scholarship was established to 
promote continued education in aviation-
related f ields or f light t raining. The 
scholarship program is named after long-
time WPA member and Museum of Flight 
Restoration Center member, Kurt Mason. 
For more information about the scholarship 
program, please visit our webpage at http://
www.painefieldwpa.org/scholarship/.

Out of 11 applicants this year, three 
were selected to receive scholarship funds 
toward their flight training activities.

2015 Kurt Mason Aviation 
Education Scholarship 
Recipients by Kevin T. Kelly, Scholarship Committee Chair

Amy Bellesheim received $1000 
to continue her pursuit of her Certified 
Flight Instructor Instrument (CFII) rating 
at Northway Aviation; Chandra Smith 
received $500 toward completion of her 
Private Pilot rating at Rainier Flight 
Services; and Brandon Forbes received $500 
toward his pilot training at Walla Walla 
University. Thanks to generous donations 
from Paine Chapter members Russ Keyes 
and Larry Steele, Chandra and Brandon 
received an additional $500 each for their 
scholarships!

Many thanks to scholarship committee 
members Kevin Mason, Lori Bell, and Dave 
Wheeler for their help in selecting this 
year’s recipients.

Proud scholarship winners 
display their checks.
TOP:  Amy Bellesheim
ABOVE:  Brandon Forbes
LEFT:  Chandra Smith

New FAA Web page 
debugs notam searches
Dan Namowitz | Aviation Writer - Reprinted from www.aopa.org - November 18, 2015

The FAA’s new website for researching 
notices to airmen, designed to eventually 
replace the existing PilotWeb notam page, 
received its finishing touches in October, 
and AOPA urges pilots to give the updated 
briefing resource a try.

The updated Notam Search website 
became available in November 2013, offering 
several features not available on PilotWeb, 
which will be discontinued in September 
2016.

“The FAA is working to fundamentally 
change the way notams are originated, stored 
and disseminated with a goal of making it 
easier to create and receive notams,” said 
FAA Manager of National Aeronautical 
Data Scott Jerdan. “In collaboration with 
the RTCA NOTAM Improvement Panel, the 
FAA has worked to implement the Pilot’s 
Bill of Rights legislation resulting in notam 
system modernization and the provision of 
tools that enable notam users to more easily 
search and receive only notams which are 
pertinent to them.”

Improvements available on the new 
site—which is considered an official source 
for notam information, satisfying one part 
of the preflight regulatory requirements—
include a capability to filter long lists of 
notams that frequently appear, even for 
short-flight briefings. Graphical construction 
notices and letters to airmen also can be found 
by searching under airport identifiers, said 
Rune Duke, AOPA director of government 
affairs for air space and air traffic.

“Additional links to WAAS (Wide Area 
Augmentation System) status or graphical 

temporary flight restrictions (TFRs) can be 
found quickly using the External Links tab 
located in the upper right-hand corner of the 
page,” he said.

AOPA has been involved in the site’s 
development, now in its final phase, as a 
participant in the Notam Improvement Panel 
that was established under a provision of the 
2012 Pilot’s Bill of Rights. AOPA worked 
with the FAA and other stakeholders to 
identify shortcomings of the existing notam 
retrieval system and find solutions.

“ T he  ma i n  goa l  of  t he  Not a m 
Improvement Panel was to consolidate the 
information on that site and present it in a 
user-friendly manner,” Duke said, noting 
that “approximately 1.5 million notams will 
be issued this calendar year, making the U.S. 
the leading issuer of notams in the world.”

The site offers pilots help decoding 
notam contractions via an external link tab. 
Another feature provides plain-language, 
fully deciphered text for notams accompanied 
by a letter D within a green circle. The 
“D” indicates that the notam is digital. 
Approximately 55 percent of all notams are 
now digitally issued. The FAA’s goal is to 
increase that number each year, Duke said.

“The FAA t ransit ioned to ICAO 
contractions on Nov. 1, so pilots may see 
some unfamiliar contractions—which makes 
the plain-language translation that much more 
helpful,” he added.

A Flight Path search capability allows a 
user to receive all notams along a designated 
route of flight. The notams can then be sorted 
or filtered.

Pilots can create a website profile and 
save their most frequently used searches, 
speeding up the briefing process.

Have you ever wanted to check to see 
when a notam was issued or canceled? An 
improvement to the website will allow users 
to do that through an enhanced archive search 
function.

The new site includes how-to videos, 
with narration becoming available soon. A 
user’s guide and a “What’s new” section 
under the Help tab can assist new users 
in taking advantage of the site’s greater 
functionality.

A disclaimer on the website is similar 
to that which appears on other FAA sites, 
alerting pilots that other preflight information 
is necessary to meet requirements of 14 CFR 
91.103 (such as weather information).

More improvements are planned, and 
users are encouraged to weigh in on the site’s 
utility via the Feedback tab. All feedback is 
reviewed by the Federal Notam System team.   

“The new Notam Search website offers 
tremendous capabilities, and can really cut 
down on the frustration of reading pages of 
notams,” said Duke. “I encourage all pilots 
to explore what it has to offer.”
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Committee passes 
Manchin amendment to 
Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2
Elizabeth A Tennyson | Senior Director of Communications, AOPA
Reprinted from www.aopa.org - November 18, 2015

The Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science and Transportation has reviewed 
S.571, better known as the Pilot’s Bill 
of Rights 2, and passed an amendment 
offered by Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.), 
bringing third class medical reform one 
step closer to reality. A full committee 
vote on the amended legislation was 
temporar ily defer red as a result of 
scheduling conflicts.

“We are pleased that th is v it al 
legislation is still moving ahead, and we 
look forward to a full committee vote 
soon,” said AOPA President Mark Baker. 
“The legislation has strong bipartisan 
support from senators who understand 
that the third class medical process is 
long overdue for reform and want to help 
hundreds of thousands of pilots fly safely 
without having to make repeated trips to an 
aviation medical examiner or submit reams 
of paperwork to the FAA year after year.”

The committee considered several 
possible amendments to the Pilot’s Bill of 
Rights 2 at the Nov. 18 markup, including 
two offered by Ranking Member Sen. Bill 
Nelson (D-Fla.), but ultimately passed only 
the Manchin amendment, which had strong 
support from the aviation community and 
medical professionals. One amendment 
offered by Nelson would have required a 
panel of aerospace medical experts to create 
a checklist of conditions that could impair 
the individual’s ability to safely operate 
an aircraft and which pilots would have to 
sign along with the physician’s verification. 
Opponents argued that doctors are well 
equipped and in a better position than a 
federal agency to know what to look for in 
a standard physical exam. The other Nelson 
amendment would have limited certain 
liability protections to federal employees, 
whereas the Manchin amendment extends 
those protections to federal contractors 
including pilot examiners, aviation medical 
examiners, and others. Both Nelson 
amendments were defeated 11-13.

“We appreciate the leadership of 
Senator Manchin, himself a general aviation 
pilot, and other committee members who 
recognize the significance of third class 
medical reform to our community,” Baker 
said. “The fact that this legislation has come 
so far is also a testament to the engagement 
of AOPA’s members who have contacted 
their elected officials more than 94,000 
times so far this year to seek their support 
for the Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2 and medical 
reform.”

Earlier in the week, AOPA and 16 
other aviation organizations sent a letter 
to committee leaders urging them to pass 
the Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2 and the Manchin 
amendment. In addition to promoting third 

class medical reforms, the amendment 
includes reforms to the FAA’s Notice to 
Airmen (notam) program, which ensures 
pilots receive critical safety information 
as part of their preflight preparation, and 
provides protections to volunteer pilots who 
fly in the public interest.

As amended, the Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2 
would allow hundreds of thousands of pilots 
who have held a valid third class medical, 
either regular or special issuance, within 
10 years of the legislation’s enactment to 
fly without needing to get another FAA 
medical exam. It would apply to pilots 
flying VFR or IFR in aircraft weighing up 
to 6,000 pounds and carrying up to five 
passengers at altitudes below 18,000 feet 
and speeds up to 250 knots.

For pilots whose medical certificate 
lapsed more than 10 years before the 
legislation is enacted and those who have 
never held a medical certificate, a one-time 
medical certification will be required. 
After a pilot has been medically certified 
once, either through the regular or special 
issuance process, he or she will also be 
able to fly indefinitely without needing to 
go through the FAA medical certification 
process again.

Pilots who develop certain medical 
f a c t o r s ,  i n c lu d i ng  s ome  c a r d i a c , 
psychological, or neurological conditions, 
will have to get a special issuance medical 
one t ime only.  Under the Manchin 
amendment, the FAA will have one year 
from the date the legislation becomes 
law to produce a final rule reflecting the 
legislation’s provisions. If the final rule 
is not ready by that date, pilots will be 
allowed to f ly under the guidelines set 
out in the legislation without facing FAA 
enforcement action. For more information, 
visit AOPA’s frequently asked questions 
regarding third class medical reform.

“Senator Inhofe, Senator Thune, 
Senator Manchin, and our AOPA members 
have worked hard to keep this legislation 
alive at a time when Congress is faced 
with a litany of challenging issues,” said 
Jim Coon, AOPA senior vice president of 
government affairs. “Today’s action is a 
step forward, and we will do all we can 
to capitalize on this momentum to make 
third class medical reform a reality for 
the hundreds of thousands of pilots who 
are tired of struggling with unnecessarily 
cumbersome and costly regulatory hurdles.”

Once the amended version of the Pilot’s 
Bill of Rights 2 passes the committee, 
it will go to the full Senate, where the 
legislation has 69 cosponsors. Similar 
legislation in the House has 150 cosponsors. 
After passing both bodies the bill will then 
go to the president for his signature.
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AVIATION ACTIVITY CALENDAR

SEE MORE AT WPAFLYS.ORG

DECEMBER 2015
 Wed Dec 2 6:30pm Arlington Chapter Meets   - Buzz Inn Restaurant at   
   5200 172nd St NE in Arlington
 Thu Dec 3 6:30pm Yakima Chapter Christmas Party - Yakima 
  7:00pm Museum of Flight Wells Fargo First Thursday   - KBFI
 Fri Dec 4 12:00pm Friday Harbor Fly Out   - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
  6:30pm Paine Chapter Meets   - KPAE
 Sat Dec 5 10:00am Arlington Chapter Meets   - Arlington Flight Services Flight 
School  
  10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets   - Sandersons Pilot Center
 Tue Dec 8 6:00pm Twin Harbors Chapter Meets   - Ocean Shores, TBD
 Thu Dec 10 7:00pm North Sound Chapter Meets   - Whatcom Educational   
   Credit Union
 Fri Dec 11 12:00pm Friday Harbor Fly Out   - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
  6:30pm Annual Paine Field Chapter of the Washington Pilot’s   
   Association Christmas Party - Future of Flight Great   
   Lobby, Paine Field 
  7:30pm Green River Chapter Meets   - Evergreen Sky Ranch   
   (51WA) (Evergreen Chapter)
 Sat Dec 12 All day WAAAM Air and Auto Museum Open House   - K4S2   
   - Ken Jernstedt Airfield - Hood River     
    (WAAAM Air and Auto Museum)
  10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets   - Sandersons Pilot Center
  10:00am Harvey Field Chapter Meets   - Snohomish Flying Service
 Wed Dec 16 6:00pm Spokane Chapter Meets   - Darcy’s at the old University Mall  
   at University and Sprague
  8:00pm Olympia Chapter Meets   - @ Pearson Air
  8:00pm Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter meets alternating   
   between Omak and Tonasket  
 Thu Dec 17 6:00pm Green River Chapter Holiday Party and Auction -   
   Truitt Building, Downtown Auburn
  7:30pm Yakima WPA/EAA 206 Meets   - KYKM - Hangar 1 at the  
   Yakima Air Park, off Ahtanum Blvd. on 21st Ave   
   (Yakima WPA regular meeting)
  8:00pm Clallam County Chapter Meets   - @ Rite Bros. Aviation 
 Fri Dec 18 12:00pm Friday Harbor Fly Out   - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 Sat Dec 19 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets   - Sandersons Pilot Center  
Wed Dec 23 7:30pm Tri Cities Chapter Meets   - Bergstroms (KPSC) 
 Fri Dec 25 12:00pm Friday Harbor Fly Out   - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 Sat Dec 26 9:00am Pendleton EAA219 Pancake Breakfast   - Pendleton, OR KPDT
  10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets   - Sandersons Pilot Center
 Thu Dec 31 6:30pm Deer Park Chapter Meets

JANUARY 2016

Wine Casks waiting to be filled by one of the 20 wineries within the Walla Walla Airport 
District.   All are within walking distance from the FBO.  See complete story page two

Dawn of a New Era
The Part 23 rewrite is almost upon us
By Stephen Pope  |  Reprinted from www.flyingmag.com - November 10, 2015

We’re mere weeks away from seeing 
the FAA’s first take on revised small aircraft 
certif ication standards, what has come 
to be known as the Part 23 rewrite. FAA 
Administrator Michael Huerta said the 
notice of proposed rulemaking should be 
published before the end of the year, a time 
table he’s hopeful the agency can meet as 
preparations are made for sweeping changes 
in the way the FAA certifies light general 
aviation airplanes.

 Make no mistake, this is a big deal. 
It will free designers from the shackles of 
decades-old certif ication requirements, 
permitting them to create airplanes that would 
be impossible to bring to the market under the 
current rules, and do it for less money. 

 The big question is, how much latitude 
will the FAA really give manufacturers? I’m 
increasingly hopeful that the answer will be 
“a lot.”

 “We want to increase safety, we want 
to certify more efficiently, and help industry 
reach the market with innovative technologies 
and innovative products,” Huerta recently told 
flight school owners at Redbird Migration in 
San Marcos, Texas. “In the past we regulated 
the design of the product. In the future we will 
define the safety parameters with which we 
wish to achieve, leaving the industry free to 
approach product design to the best of their 
abilities.”

 Rather than describing the exact 

technical details of how an airplane must 
be built, the new rules will lay out the 
performance standards that it needs to meet. 
It will be left to the manufacturer to determine 
how best to meet them. Not only will this 
make future light airplanes safer, they will 
cost less to certify and less to purchase. 

 In theory, improving safety will lead to 
reduced product liability costs, also helping 
to bring down costs. Some manufacturers 
believe the price of a new four-seat general 
aviation airplane could drop to around 
$250,000 from the $400,000 a new Cessna 
Skyhawk or Piper Archer sells for today.

 While I understand that a quarter 
million dollars is probably still too high 
for the average would-be consumer, it will 
be an enticing price for a certain tier of 
pilot, especially if the $250,000 airplane 
is miles ahead of the $400,000 airplane in 
technological sophistication and performance. 

 The Part 23 rewrite won’t be a silver 
bullet that will magically solve all of GA’s 
woes, but it will be a positive first step in a 
hoped-for rejuvenation as flight schools, flying 
clubs and individual pilots can start making 
plans to upgrade to modern airplanes with 
21st capabilities and let some of those older 
airplanes from the 1950s and 1960s enjoy a 
well deserved retirement.   

R e a d  m o r e  a t  h t t p : / / w w w .
f lyingmag.com/blogs/course/dawn-new-
era#EbQR62bIV2y2RWmO.99

Record membership for 
House GA Caucus
Elizabeth A Tennyson | Senior Director of Communications, AOPA
Reprinted from www.aopa.org - November 10, 2015

Membership in the House General 
Aviation Caucus has reached an all-time 
high, with 274 representatives taking part in 
the group.

“We’re pleased to see the House GA 
Caucus achieve this membership milestone,” 
said Jim Coon, AOPA senior vice president 
of government affairs. “The caucus provides 
a valuable forum for discussing the issues 
affecting general aviat ion, and that’s 
especially important as we tackle challenges 
like medical reform, certification reform, and 
FAA reauthorization.”

The GA Caucus is among the largest 
caucuses in the House of Representatives 
and was first formed in 2009 to inform 
members of Congress about the economic 

and transportation benef its of general 
aviation. Rep. Sam Graves (R-Mo.), a pilot 
and AOPA member, and Rep. Marc Veasey 
(D-Texas) co-chair the caucus. Graves 
introduced the Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2 in 
the House to reform the third class medical 
process and Veasey is a cosponsor of the  
legislation. The bill currently has 149 
bipartisan cosponsors.

The Senate General Aviation Caucus, 
which was created at the same time as the 
House group, has 34 members. That caucus is 
co-chaired by Sens. John Boozman (R-Ark.) 
and Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.), a longtime 
pilot and AOPA member. Both Boozman 
and Manchin are Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2 
cosponsors in the Senate.

Chapter Presidents, please verify time and location of meetings.
Any changes contact DLucke@Comcast.net

 Fri Jan 1 12:00pm Friday Harbor Fly Out   - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
  6:30pm Paine Chapter Meets   - KPAE
 Sat Jan 2 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets   - Sandersons Pilot Center
 Tue Jan 5 10:00am Arlington Chapter Meets   - Arilington Flight Services   
   Flight School
 Wed Jan 6 6:30pm Arlington Chapter Meets   - Buzz Inn Restaurant at   
   5200 172nd St NE in Arlington
 Fri Jan 8 12:00pm Friday Harbor Fly Out   - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 Sat Jan 9 All day WAAAM Air and Auto Museum Open House   - K4S2 -   
   Ken Jernstedt Airfield - Hood River 
  10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets   - Sandersons Pilot Center
  10:00am Harvey Field Chapter Meets   - Snohomish Flying Service 
 Tue Jan 12 6:00pm Twin Harbors Chapter Meets   - Ocean Shores, TBD
 Thu Jan 14 7:00pm North Sound Chapter Meets   - Whatcom Educational   
   Credit Union 
 Fri Jan 15 12:00pm Friday Harbor Fly Out   - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 Sat Jan 16 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets   - Sandersons Pilot Center  
  8:00pm Olympia Chapter Meets   - @ Pearson Air
  8:00pm Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter meets alternating   
   between Omak and Tonasket  
 Wed Jan 20 6:00pm Spokane Chapter Meets   - Mirabeau Park Hotel,    
   1100 N Sullivan. 
 Thu Jan 21 6:30pm Okanogan and Ferry County Chapter Meets   - Rotates  
  7:30pm Yakima WPA/EAA 206 Meets   - KYKM - Hangar 1 at the  
   Yakima Air Park, off Ahtanum Blvd. on 21st Ave  
   (Yakima WPA regular meeting)
  8:00pm Clallam County Chapter Meets   - @ Rite Bros. Aviation 
 Fri Jan 22 12:00pm Friday Harbor Fly Out   - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 Sat Jan 23 9:00am Pendleton EAA219 Pancake Breakfast   - Pendleton, OR KPDT 
  10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets   - Sandersons Pilot Center  
 Wed Jan 27 7:30pm Tri Cities Chapter Meets   - Bergstroms (KPSC)  
 Fri Jan 29 12:00pm Friday Harbor Fly Out   - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 Sat Jan 30 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets   - Sandersons Pilot Center


