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Blue skies!  
As I write this 
the forecast calls 
for a week of 
VFR weather 
and the possibil-
ity of more to 
come.  We all 
knew it would, 
of course, that’s 
summer in the 
Pacific North-
west, but it sure 
seemed to take a 
while.  

Our last issue had an article outlining 
threats to the continued operation or exis-
tence of airports around the state.  It cre-
ated a storm of questions from various cor-
ners, which, I think, was the intent.  The 
primary task of the Washington Pilots As-
sociation is advocacy.  Staying abreast of 
conditions and events that may impact the 
right and privilege of pilots to fly in Wash-
ington is our job.  Threats are not always 
evident and motives are not always clear.  

Most airports have port authorities 
or city councils that understand the eco-
nomic engine that airports represent and 
are familiar with planning documents, 
zoning restrictions, lease agreements, and 
so on.  Others, not so lucky, have multiple 
interested parties, lost or conflicting docu-
ments, and understood but not codified 
agreements.  When parties act only in their 
own short term self-interest the results are 
not often in the best long-term interest for 
the greatest number.  

The aim of the Washington Pilots As-
sociation is to ensure that the 17 year old 
pilot that just received her license will be 
able to fly into airports all over the state 
in 60 years just as we do today.  To that 
end we must stay vigilant and see that all 
of the stakeholders, certainly including the 
pilots that use the airports, have a seat at 
the table where plans are being made for 
the continued use of the runways we love.  

Speaking of which, check out the list 
of events upcoming.  Now that the weath-
er is more reliably flyable, our problem is 
which of many events around the state to 
travel to.  Make plans, take a friend, meet 
new ones, report back on social media, and 
have some fun.  

President’s 
Message…

George Steed, 
WPA President

Aviation legislation flies through Olympia
Good news from Olympia on avia-

tion related legislation introduced in the 
2017 session. We were able to get two bills 
through the legislative process and signed 
by the governor. There is a possibility of a 
third bill passing during the special session. 

House Bill 1018 raises the dollar 
amount an airport can receive in grant 
funds in one year from $250,000 to 
$750,000. The bill passed the state House 

(Continued on page 7)

Pearson Airfield . . . Will it survive the 
next ten years?

In the last issue of WINGS I opined 
that IF Pearson Airfield survives the next 
ten years it will be a miracle. That simple 
statement prompted a number of queries 
and complaints to this writer. The purpose 
or Mission of the WPA is . . . “to advance 
and protect the interests of General Avia-
tion . . . through Advocacy, Outreach, Ed-
ucation and Social Activities. The threats 
to our airports are not always evident and 
motives are not always clear. 

The death of an airport is just like a 
crash site investigation. The seeds of fail-
ure begin with oblivious stakeholders and 
a series of innocuous decisions. In the case 
of Pearson Field those decisions began in 
1971 when “the City of Vancouver agreed 
to sell 72.5 acres of Pearson Field to the 
National Park Service . . . The proceeds 
from the sale were to be used by the City 
to purchase adjacent property for airport 
users and to initiate planning for a NEW 
municipal airport at a different location.”

To be clear there are two components 
to this story. The first part deals with the 
traditional problems of airport encroach-
ment . . . the failure of legislative bodies 
to prevent incompatible land use in prox-
imity to an airport. The second part deals 
with the negotiations between the Airport 
Sponsor and the National Parks Service 
and their stated intent to restrict access. 

As to the first issue, encroachment, 
look no further than Runway 26 and the 
displaced threshold of 762 feet. The Run-
way Safety Area (RSA minimums are 200 
feet from runway end) is deemed “non 
standard” because of the berm and the 
fence. Ask the question, “Why . . . why 
has the airport sponsor not made this a pri-
ority for all these years?” 

Now look at “The Waterfront Devel-
opment Project”. In its “current” configu-
ration this may be a hazard to navigation. 
The Airport Sponsor states that, “The 
Waterfront Development to the west of 

Pearson Field does not have any buildings 
that will penetrate the FAA’s Part 77 air 
surfaces.” Letters from the FAA, February 
23, 2016, to Columbia Waterfront LLC, 
state, “The structure . . . exceeds obstruc-
tion standards.” And on May 11, 2017 
the FAA confirmed that of the original 21 
buildings, “. . . 11 studies (buildings) are 
still awaiting agreement from the spon-
sors to reduce the heights so they no lon-
ger penetrate Part 77 airspace”.  The FAA 
investigator personally flew the approach 
and confirmed to this writer that the prob-
lems are real. 

The second part of this chronicle deals 
with the National Park Service (NPS), 
their relationship to the City of Vancouver 
and the definition of “Historic Aircraft”. 
In 1994 the NPS and the City executed a 
Memorandum of Agreement. The docu-
ment makes clear that, “. . . establishing 
a joint partnership in preserving, and en-

By John Dobson

Father’s Day Tonasket Fly-In offers Spot-Landing and Flour-Bombing contests and much more.  See story page 2.

of Representatives unanimously on Feb. 
1, and passed the Senate unanimously on 
April 7. The governor signed it into law on 
April 19. This law will definitely improve 
the efficiency of the Washington State De-
partment of Transportation’s (WSDOT) 
aviation grant program. The maximum 
grant amount has not been changed in de-
cades and is outdated. The new law will 
take effect on July 23, 2017.

House Bill 1400 creates a specialty 
aviation license plate. It was a fun bill 
to work on. We received tons of support 
from throughout the aviation community 
since the project began. The profit from 
the sale of these special plates will go to-
ward aviation infrastructure needs in the 
state, specifically the state-owned remote 

airstrips. After passing the House early in 
the session, it passed the Senate Trans-
portation Committee on March 22, and 
passed out of the Senate on March 31 by a 
vote of 46-0. The governor signed the bill 
on April 14. This law will also take effect 
on July 23, 2017. I am looking forward 

(Continued on page 3)

By Rep. Tom Dent (R-Moses Lake)
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Airport Businesses and Visitors

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

AIRPORT BUSINESSES
Counties in Impact Region: Okanogan
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs on the airport footprint (excluding businesses that are not aviation-dependent).
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs located on the airport footprint.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Estimated Economic Impact Direct Total Impact
Jobs                             -   -
Labor Income  $                         -   -
Output  $                         -   -

VISITOR SPENDING
Impact Region: Washington State (once visitors land they may spend their money throughout the state).
Total Visitor Spending: Estimated total annual spending by visitors traveling through this airport.
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs supported by the total estimated visitor expenditures.
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs supported by visitor expenditures.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original visitor spending that remains in the state (some visitor spending

dollars paid to businesses will be exported out of the state).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Total Estimated Visitor Spending: 16,100$                 
Direct Indirect/Induced Total Impact All State Impacts % State Impact

Jobs                             0                              0 0 94,000 0.00%
Labor Income  $                  4,600  $                   3,900 8,500$                 3,311,700,000$     0.00%
Output  $                14,000 12,000$                 26,000$               10,160,600,000$   0.00%

FISCAL IMPACTS

Estimated Taxes Paid to Each Jurisdiction Type
Cities Counties Special Districts State Total Taxes

Airport Businesses  $                       10  $                         -    $                      20  $                  1,300 1,330$                 
Visitors  $                     100  $                      100  $                    200  $                     800 1,200$                 
Total  $                     110  $                      100  $                    220  $                  2,100  $                2,530 
NOTE: Tax estimates include Aircraft Excise Tax, Property Tax, Business & Occupation Tax, Sales Tax, Aviation Fuel Tax,
            State and Local Utility Taxes, Rental Car Tax, and Lodging Tax.
            Special Districts include Transit, Schools, Hospitals, Fire, EMS, Parks, Ports, Utilities, and others.

Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced

                                                           -   
 $                                                        -   
 $                                                        -   
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NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 07 Federal: Airport Elevation:           1,311 
Associated City: Tonasket Approach Category:
County: Okanogan State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: City Govt. Number: 1 FAA: IsA
Owner: Town of Tonasket Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/21/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -           
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 0 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -           
Medical Transport Single-Engine 19
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 0 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 0 AIS Last Updated: 12/30/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 1 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 0 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 20 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/30/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 0 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 20            -     28          
Operations 800          -     24,000   

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-                                         
-                                         
-                                         

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

A: < 91 
knots

Asphalt

Tonasket Municipal Airport, in Okanogan County, two mi. NW of Tonasket, has 9 single-engine
based aircraft. The latest data indicate 1,050 annual operations. Runway 15-33, the Airport’s only
runway, is 3,000 feet long, 50 feet wide, has an asphalt surface, and is equipped with pilot
controlled medium intensity runway lights. The Airport does not have a published instrument
approach; however, vertical guidance to both runways ends is provided by visual approach slope
indicators.

Local Service

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 0
Military Local 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Taxi 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 400 400 400 400
General Local 400 400 400 400

0
100
200
300
400
500
600
700
800
900
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June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to: wings@wpaflys.org

Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:
PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE

Bellevue, WA 98004-9721
WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions 
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

What could be more delightful than an 
old fashioned spot-landing or flour bombing 
contest?  After Washington’s wet winter and 
spring imaging a beautiful, warm June day 
with flying buddies and family cooking your 
own steak over an open pit fire.  

The 28th Annual Tonasket Fathers’ Day 
Fly-in is scheduled for June 17th and 18th.  
This Fly-In has become one of the events 
in the Tonasket area that not only the pilots 
but also the general public look forward to 
every year.

One of the primary attractions for pi-
lots is the spot-landing and flour-bombing 
contests that take place on Saturday at 1:00.  
Activities Saturday evening include a steak 
BBQ 5-8pm where you get to cook your own 
steak to your specification.  

Sunday morning breakfast, which is or-
ganized and staffed by members of the Tonas-
ket Airport Improvement Club and other vol-
unteers, is 7-11:30am and includes a pancake 
breakfast with eggs cooked to order, ham 
and blueberry pancakes.  Tonasket’s meals 
always receive compliments, but the connec-
tions and conversations between friends and 
neighbors make the time together special. 

Also on Sunday morning, local pilots 
give rides to children ages 8 to 15.  This 
event has always been a good opportunity to 
talk about aspects of safety around airplanes, 
use of seatbelts and trying something new in 
a protected environment.  Pilots who would 
like to register to fly kids for free can do so at: 
www.tonasketcity.org/airport.  Fuel for the 
rides is provided by the Tonasket Airport Im-

provement Club, but the pilots donate their 
airplanes and their time.  Younger children 
are given rides in a motorized go-plane on 
the ground.  

The Tonasket Airport is located west of 
Tonasket and its runway is approximately 
3000 ft. in length. The airport has radio op-
erated landing lights, an airport lounge and 
places for airplane tie-downs.  Tonasket 
serves as a hub for agricultural and forestry 
industries in north central Okanogan Coun-
ty.  It is home to the Offices of the Tonasket 
Ranger District of the Okanogan National 
Forest. The city is also increasingly becom-
ing a convenient jumping off point for visi-
tors coming to the area to enjoy the myriad 
of opportunities for outdoor recreation in the 
surrounding areas.

The Father’s Day Fly-In involves many 
man hours of volunteer time and donations 
from local business and individual members 
of our community.  Any profits from the Fly-
in are channeled back into the airport for 
maintenance and improvements. Last year’s 
Airport Improvement Club funds were used 
to build a pavilion that currently shelters the 
courtesy car, but can also be used for events 
and shelter for people camping at the airport. 

The airport is important to the Tonasket 
community as a resource for: emergency ser-
vices including MedStar/LifeFlight, a stag-
ing area for wildfire crews/equipment, and a 
training site for law enforcement.  It is also a 
destination point for pilots who use the cour-
tesy car for business and/or pleasure in the 
community. 

Tonasket’s Father’s Day Fly-In
By Marian Jensen

DIY BBQ Steak (Bob Ulrich and Bob Wagner with the forks).

Ph: 509 991.6133
Fax: 509 276.7070

bill.flo.moore@gmail.com

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

JOIN WPA
WPA is working to advance the interests of 

general aviation in Washington State.

www.wpaflys.org
Please Join or renew today!
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to seeing aviation license plates 
around the state next fall. 

I have another bill, House 
Bill 1656, which would cre-
ate a loan program to serve the 
smaller airports around the state 
allowing access to low interest 
loans for infrastructure and eco-
nomic development. This bill 
has been in the Senate Trans-
portation Committee. Sen. Jim 
Honeyford has a similar bill, 
Senate Bill 5328, to accomplish 
the same thing. We have been 
working together to merge these 
two bills into one and hopefully 
move it forward to the gover-

Gov. Inslee proclaims June to be 
General Aviation Month

Representative Tom Dent, an avid aviation supporter in 
Washington, proposed House Bill 1400 “Creating a Wash-
ington Aviation Special License Plate” on January 19, 2017. 
As a result of the successful petition and the efforts of the 
Washington State Aviation Alliance (WSAA), the bill re-
ceived the official approving signature from Governor Inslee 
on April 14, 2017. 

On April 25th, WSAA made a final unanimous decision 
on the plate’s design (color scheme below), which was in-
formed by an advisory vote taken at the Northwest Aviation 
Conference and Trade show in Puyallup on February 25-26. 
Those who voted at the Northwest Aviation Conference and 
Trade Show also entered for the opportunity to be one of five 
to win a reservation to purchase one of the first 25 Washington 
Aviation Specialty License Plates ever made. 

WSDOT is currently working with DOL to finalize the 
design in order to meet all requirements. The plate should be 
implemented and available July 1, 2017. Purchases may be 
made online by visiting http://www.dol.wa.gov/vehiclereg-
istration/specialdesign.html or by visiting your local vehicle 
licensing office. 

This is an exciting to opportunity to support aviation and 
Washington’s public-use airports. The anticipated cost for the 
aviation plate will be $40 (in addition to annual tab fees). Of that 
fee, $12 would cover vehicle-licensing fees and the remaining 
$28 would support aviation-specific initiatives such as: 

Improvements to support statewide disaster response and 
recovery operations (examples: wildland fires, earthquake, 
landslide response).

Economic development opportunities to enhance public 
access to airports, such as informational kiosks.

Statewide aviation infrastructure-related awareness pro-
grams that promote public participation at airports.

Thank you again for supporting the Washington Avia-
tion License Plate series.

If you have any questions regarding the Washington Avi-
ation License Plate, please contact Elizabeth Slabaugh, WS-
DOT aviation planner at slabaue@wsdot.wa.gov.

WA Aviation 
Special License 
Plate Available 
July 2017 By Nisha Marvel

State Rep. Tom Dent 
(R-Moses Lake) 
represents the 13th 
Legislative District

Aviation legislation flies through Olympia
(Continued from page 1)

The Washington State Department of Transportation 
is the recipient of the 2017 President’s Award from the 
Washington Airport Management Association (WAMA). 
This marks the first time WAMA has recognized a state 
agency with the award. 

“I am impressed with the proactive approach and 
‘above and beyond’ attitude of WSDOT Aviation’s staff 
in supporting airports and aviation interests,” said Arif 
Ghouse, WAMA president. “It was my pleasure to have 
selected the entire staff for the 2017 President’s Award. 
It was well-deserved, and I look forward to our continued 
partnership with WSDOT.”

The honor recognizes the WSDOT Aviation team for 
managing major aviation projects and legislative efforts 
while also administering day-to-day programs that enable 
crucial airport projects and planning efforts.

“On behalf of the entire WSDOT Aviation staff, I 
couldn’t be more grateful – not only for receiving this 
award - but for our valued partnership with WAMA,” said 
WSDOT Director of Aviation Tristan Atkins. “Our strong 
relationship with WAMA, and with airports around the 
state, is truly what enables our successes.”

WSDOT Aviation staff members accepted the award 
during a special ceremony at the WAMA Spring Confer-
ence on May 3 at the Semiahmoo Resort in Blaine.

WSDOT receives 
“President’s 
Award” honors 
from WAMA

nor’s desk during the special session. More on this bill 
next time.

In the future, if you have comments or ideas for 
aviation-related legislation please do not hesitate to get 
in touch with me. You may email me at tom.dent@leg.
wa.gov  or contact my office at 360-786-7932. You may 
sign up for my email updates by visiting my website at 
www.tomdent.wa.gov. 

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident of Washington and 
has been a professional pilot since 1976 accumulating 
more than 20,000 logged hours. He currently holds an 
Airline Transport Pilot Certificate multi-engine land with 
commercial privileges single engine land. Tom is also a 
Certificated Flight Instructor for both single and multi-
engine airplane and instrument airplane. He lives on his 
ranch with his family, the Flying T, seven miles northeast 
of Moses Lake. Tom, represents the 13th District, and is 
currently serving his second term in the state House of 
Representatives. 

Pilots traveling to Stehekin can expect the airport to open 
slightly later than usual this year – on Saturday, June 10.

The Stehekin State Airport usually opens on June 1 every 
year; however, the Washington State Department of Transpor-
tation will delay this year’s opening in order to conduct exten-
sive weed control maintenance.

WSDOT and the National Park Service will begin main-
tenance work on June 1. The two agencies share maintenance 
duties at the airport. After applying the herbicide, WSDOT 

Stehekin Airport Opening Delayed
will wait at least seven days before mowing the airport grass. 
This is the optimal wait time before mowing the grass, as it 
allows for the herbicide to fully reach the weeds’ roots.

WSDOT anticipates opening the airport on the morning 
of June 10.   

Pilots are encouraged to check Notices to Airmen 
(NOTAMS) or contact WSDOT State-Managed Airport Man-
ager Paul Wolf at wolfp@wsdot.wa.gov or 360-618-2477 for 
more information.
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WPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar on 
the airport. Contact Chapter President 
Blake Thorn, blake@srvconstruction.com 
360-672-5695.
ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter meets 
the first Wednesday of each month at Arling-
ton Flight Services FBO on the airport.  A no 
host dinner is at 6 PM and the meeting starts 
at 7 PM.  Contact Chapter President Luke 
Nichols, captainnichols@hotmail.com  
206-617-2409.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Jim Posner, 
415-990-0664, jimposner@comcast.net 
for further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
chapter meets on the third Thursday of the 
month at 7pm; all are welcome.. For more 
info on the Clallam County chapter, con-
tact Jerry Nichols, oldnick@olypen.com, 
800-292-2978.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-675-1041.
DEER PARK - The Deer Park chapter meets 
on an “as needed” basis at the administration 
building located on the Deer Park Airport.   
For more information about Deer Park 
chapter and activities please contact 
Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER – The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviat ion program.  
For meeting information and other chapter 
activities, including group fly-outs, WINGS 
programs and other special events please 
visit http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/
GreenRiver/EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/
current.pdf or contact   the Chapter President 
Dave Lawrence at davidlawrence@
skynetbb.com  253-735-1612.
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The Harvey 
Field chapter meets on the second Saturday 
of each month, except July, at 10am in Hangar 
15 at Harvey Field.  For more information 
on activities, please call Chapter President 
David Divoky at 559-696-3247 or Vice-
President Jeff Phillips at 206-228-0644.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The North 
Sound Chapter meets the 2nd Thursday of 
each month except July and August at the 
ARFF Conference Center at KBLI’s Fire Sta-
tion 2005 West Bakerview Rd, Bellingham.  

Doors open at 6pm, meeting at 7pm.  For 
more information contact Chapter Presi-
dent Robert Powell at 360-941-9146.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- Chapter 
meetings are the third Thursday at 6pm ex-
cept June, July and August.  Location alter-
nates between Whistlers in Tonasket and Los 
Gallos in Omak.  Fly-outs in good weather.  
Contact chapter President Rick LeDuc at 
509-429-2922 or Lola Orr at 509-486-4502 
for specifics.
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit  
www.facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA or 
send email to paine-president@wpaflys.org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton 
WPA Chapter meets 10am Saturday in 
the Sanderson pilot lounge.  For further 
information contact Bud Smilanich at 
360-427-6844.
SKAGIT - Meetings are held the 3rd Saturday 
of every month, 10am at Cascade Aviation 
on the airport.  Activities vary with seminars, 
fly-outs, discussions about airport projects, 
etc. and are followed by lunch.  For further 
information contact chapter President Ken 
Davies at 360-202-0836. 

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER -  For 
information on meetings and seminars 
call chapter President Gary Miranda at 360-
281-0196 or email at a320grm@aol.com.
SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held on the 
third Wednesday of each month at Darcy’s, 
10502 E. Sprague beginning at 6:00 PM.  
Meeting program information can be found 
at WPASpokane.org. For more information 
contact chapter President Mike Foster at 
509-448-7399.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets at 
6:30 pm at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-Cities 
Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month. For information contact 
Chapter President Jim Hightower, hight-
ower46325@yahoo.com or 541-720-4172.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors chapter 
meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location TBD. For 
meeting details and more info, contact Fred 
Winge, fwinge@techline.com , 360-289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Meetings the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month at 6pm.  Location is announced 
via an E-mail list.  Contact Chapter Presi-
dent Klaus Marx to add your name to the 
list or for other chapter information.  907-
723-4379 or klausmarx@juno.com.
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley chap-
ter meets every Saturday morning at 8:30 at 
Yakima Airport. For chapter information, 
contact Les Flue at les@lesflue.com.

Most Chapters keep updated 
information on the WPAFLYS.org

website. Click on the “Chapters” tab
for more information.

W h e t h e r 
you are a pilot or 
not Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems 
(UAS) or drones 
as they are called 
have become part 
of your everyday 
life. They are be-
ing used for over-
head surveillance 
at emergency 
scenes like fires 
and other types of 

accidents, photographing real estate interests 
for advertisement and capturing weddings. 

Safety Report
There are more than 820,000 drones that 
have been registered by the FAA over 60,000 
of which are for commercial use. Local and 
state governments are continuing to struggle 
with them and the clarity of the regulations 
as there have been a few instances of drones 
hitting people when operating over crowds. 
Luckily the injuries have been minor. There 
is also research being done on whether or not 
the rotor blades of drones can be shielded or 
encased to prevent serious injuries. The FAA 
has taken notice and plans to make it a prior-
ity to review the data and investigate these 
issues. There will be more to follow on this 
subject. 

BasicMed, the FAA’s medical reform 

 

 

 
 
 

FullService FBO on Felts Field Airport (KSFF). 

Conveniently located between Spokane, WA and Coeur d' Alene, ID. central to 
all of your business or leisure travel. Come visit us in the new 

Felts Field Flight Center just west of the Historic Terminal Building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FBO Services include: 
Fueling: 100LL and Jet A , Full Serve & 27/7 Self Serve 

Aircraft Parking - Day and Overnight 

Avionics and Maintenance  

Pilot Supply and Gift Shop  

Rental Cars 

Lodging Arrangements  

Pilot Lounge 

Conference Room 

Customer Refreshments & Catering  

After Hours: Terminal Pilot Lounge & Restrooms 

U.S. Customs and Immigration Services 

FBO Hours: 7-7 every day Peak Season 

for the Third Class Medical, is here! It be-
came effective on May 1st. There  are always 
questions that arise so I’m going to try and 
put it in simple terms; (F) Physical, Fly, Fol-
low up, the three F’s. 1) (F) Physical; if you 
never had an FAA medical, you need to get 
one just one time. If you had an FAA physi-
cal in the past ten years you can use that one, 
if not you need to get one. Then in order to 
start BasicMed you schedule a physical with 
a state licensed physician and take the FAA 
generated checklist. Once the physical is 
complete you take the AOPA Medical Self-
Assessment online course and keep a copy 
of both the checklist and course completion 
certificate in your log book. This is good for 
four years. 2) Fly; you can operate an aircraft 
of up to a maximum takeoff weight of 6,000 
pounds, carry six occupants including your-
self, at altitudes of up to 18,000 feet MSL at 
an indicated airspeed of 250 knots in VFR 
or IFR conditions. You cannot operate for 
hire and you must operate within the United 
States unless authorized by another country. 
3) Follow up; you will be required to get a 
new physical and take the self-assessment 
course every four years. Aircraft Owners 
& Pilots Association (AOPA) has created a 
suite of online resources for both pilots and 
physicians alike in what they call “Fit to Fly” 
to help make the most of the reforms. You 

can find it on their website at www.aopa.org.
I’d like to finish by covering a few ba-

sic things I use during my preflight of an 
aircraft.  Rule number one:  when using an 
aircraft tow bar, while I have it in my hand it 
never it can be attached to an aircraft.  When 
I let go, it must not be attached to the nose of 
an aircraft. I remember the story an RV pilot 
friend of mine told of the terrible sounding 
music he heard going down the runway on 
takeoff with the tow bar handle bouncing off 
the runway, coming up and making a mess 
of his wooden propeller.  Rule number two:  
always tighten you own fuel caps after your 
aircraft has been fueled. A Cessna 172 on a 
recent flight was flying at 1100 feet on the 
right tank when the engine started to get 
quiet. The pilot switched back to both tanks 
and the engine came back to life. The pilot 
returned to the field and landed safely. Inves-
tigation revealed water in the right fuel tank, 
fuel line, carburetor, and low point fuel drain 
of the right tank. The right fuel cap had not 
been snugged down after flight line person-
nel fueled the aircraft allowing water from 
the rain to gain access to the tank the night 
before. Another instance occurred in a low 
wing aircraft.  After takeoff the pilot looked 
to the left and found his fuel cap missing be-
cause it vibrated loose and departed the air-
craft during the takeoff roll. Fly Safe!

By Ken Davies , Safety 
& Education Director

Gear-Up Now for 
Summer Flying!

The WPA Online Store is CUR-
RENTLY CLOSED. Be sure to visit 
the wpaflys.org website often to check 
for opening dates and new offerings. Ap-
parel and caps are available with the Of-
ficial WPA logo - without or without your 
Chapter personalization. 

Please allow four to six weeks for 
order delivery as orders are collected by 
the vendor and produced all at once. By 
grouping orders and running them togeth-
er, we can keep the costs down, although 
some wait times might be a bit longer. 
Questions – Please call Lynn – (360) 709-
0483. Show your chapter pride!
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FREE
SHIPPING

Why Choose Pacific Coast Avionics For Your Next Avionics Installation?
Simple. Because avionics is what we do, and we do it better than anyone. PCA installs more Garmin 
avionics than anyone on the West Coast! From basic installs to complete panel and glass retrofits – 
call the leader in experience, great service and value pricing – Call Pacific Coast Avionics!

2 5  Y E A R S  O F  G I V I N G  P I LO T S  T H E  B E S T  P R I C I N G  A N D  B E S T  S E R V I C E !

STRATUS 2 ADS-B Receiver
for use with ForeFlight APP,
providing FREE weather
and traffic. AHRS provides
attitude reference and
ForeFlight Synthetic Vision!
STRATUS 2S w/AHRS.................$899

GARMIN

G5 EFIS
Now STC’d
$2,149
G5 EFIS
for Experimentals

$1,199

4CALL FOR QUOTE!3

GTX-335/GTX-345

MODE S/ES Transponder with Optional
Built-In WAAS GPS & ADS-B “In”

STRATUS-ESG Transponder
• ADS-B Out Transponder
• Internal WAAS GPS w/Antenna
• Interfaces to Stratus series $2,995

APPAREO

RV-10

MOONEY 231

MAULE MT-7

PIPER CHEYENNE

On Mother’s Day weekend the WPA Green 
River Chapter joined WSDOT’s Paul Wolf, the 
Boy Scouts and USFS at the Ranger Creek an-
nual opening work party. Al and Esther Banholz-
er’s famous chili again drew a crowd.  The USFS 
provided tables for the camping area which the 
“team” assembled.  Paul had ar-
ranged for weed control by WS-
DOT-Enumclaw but saplings were 
fair game for pulling.  This was the 
21st’ work party since WPA worked 
with WSDOT, Volksmarchers, Boy 
Scouts, Backcountry Horsemen, 
and two glider clubs to convince 
USFS to reopen Ranger Creek.  

Your enthusiastic support for 
Bill 1400 which created an aviation 
special license plate was signed by 
Governor Inslee on April 14.  WS-
DOT Aviation Director Tris Atkins 
informs that the plate will be avail-
able for purchase in early July.  $28 
of the $40 fee would directly sup-
port airport infrastructure improvements ben-
efitting statewide disaster response and recovery 
operations (wildfire, earthquake, and landslide 
response), economic development opportuni-
ties and awareness programs promoting public 
participation.  I see it as benefitting GA in an-
other light when somebody stuck in traffic sees 
a plate and starts thinking about alternatives to 
their plight.

15 WSDOT State-managed airports include 
6 open year-round and 8 which close Oct 1 and 
normally open June 1. Of the latter group, Ste-
hekin is an exception this year, opening on June 

Airports Report
10 to allow WSDOT and the National Park Ser-
vice to accomplish weed control and mowing.

Speaking of Stehekin, there is a RAWS 
(Remote Automatic Weather Station) on the 
airport.  This is in a remote black hole as far as 
your friendly FAA flight briefer is concerned, but 

a pilot can easily determine condi-
tions with a quick lookup.  Winds, 
temperatures relative humidity, 
precipitation, enough to make your 
departure decision.   I recently met 
a meteorologist with WA DNR and 
we discussed how to help each oth-
er.   One idea, much like adopt-an-
airport, might be to adopt a RAWS, 
and provide help such as placing 
critter fences around the stations, 
observing and reporting conditions, 
and perhaps minor maintenance.  
Please contact me if you would 
be interested in helping.  I will at-
tempt to map RAWS locations near 
airports and sites close to interested 

WPA members.
Want to do something important for YOUR 

state airport?  Lower Monumental (W09), Lake 
Wenatchee (W27), Stehekin (6S9), Easton 
(ESW) and Woodland (W27) have neither WS-
DOT nor an AOPA Adopt-an-Airport volunteer 
or group helping to preserve those airports. Air-
ports like Ranger Creek have literally been resur-
rected from the dead by WPA volunteers work-
ing with others.  Let’s not risk losing an airport! 
Please consider getting involved with one of the 
above listed state airports as a volunteer for WS-
DOT Aviation under the Airports dropdown.

By Tom Jensen
Airport Affairs

Hi, remember me? I’m feeling like I have 
let the Eastside down in not being able to get 
done all that I had hoped to do so far. I did make 
to an Okanogan meeting early this Spring, but 
missed more events than made. In one week I 
missed an Airport/WPA meeting in Yakima, 
Tri-cities, Colville and Deer Park. 
I was at our Mustang Club BOD 
planning session that week. The 
President position in that Club has 
taken much more energy and at-
tention that I could have imagined.  
I wish to apologize for not getting 
more done on the front line.

In that effort, please continue 
to email club meetings dates and 
places so I can post them to my 
calendar in an attempt to attend 
your general meetings. I know that 
some of the Chapters don’t hold 
meetings every month, only when 
then is a special need or program. 
Please keep me informed when 
you are planning to meet.

I would like to thank Don and June Fitz-
patrick for providing event information and Les 
Flue for the means to be able to post and view 
events on the WPA Calendar. Marian and Tom 
Jensen take most of that information and share 
it with more members by getting it published in 
Wings. There is just not enough credit given to 

Eastside Report
these volunteers for work they do to put this all 
together for us. Take the time to say Thanks to 
them when you see them at an event or meeting. 
Thank You! 

Since retiring from the airline I have be-
come pretty much a daytime only, good weather 

flyer, so I have become frustrated 
with the cold and continued rain 
and really looking forward to at 
least a week of consecutive sun-
shine. I know I’m spoiled on this 
side of the mountains, but what a 
Spring it has been. I will be attend-
ing the Board Meeting on Pasco 
this week (May 13), if you have 
information for me to pass along to 
the Board please let me hear what 
it is. Maybe I’ll see you there.

There are Adopt an Airport 
work parties coming up on the 
Snake River Airports. Please con-
tact Paul Wolf for all the details. 
The Lower Granite work day is 

May 20, Paul will need some help, and he has 
pins in a wrist that is slowing him down a little. 
Thanks once again to ALL the volunteers that 
do make a difference. 

Les Flue – Eastside Report from Yaki-
ma….We had a great turn out at our WINGS 
seminar on April 25.  Over 25 people partici-

Rich Jones
Vice President, West

I have reached out to all 
the WPA Chapter Presidents on 
the West Side.  I would like to 
get the chapters to include each 
other in their communications 
and event promotions.  Robert 
Powell from the North Sound 
Chapter filled me in on their 
regular meeting schedule and 
regular Thursday morning fly 
out which I hope to attend soon 
now that we are starting to get 
better weather again.  The Green 
River Chapter invited us to their 
pancake breakfast on Satur-
day May 6, 2017and I in turn 

Westside Report
suggested that the Paine Field 
Chapter make this our Saturday 
Morning fly out destination.  It 
was good to see some old friends 
and meet new people.  (I even 
met a new Paine Field Chapter 
member who had never been to 
a Saturday fly out before.)  The 
Paine Field Chapter has several 
weekend fly outs planned for the 
month of August and I intend to 
invite all of the West Side Chap-
ters as well.  I have a long way 
to go in getting to know the West 
Side WPA Chapters but I feel 
like I am getting started. 

(Continued on page 6)

Tom Morris
Vice President, East

JOIN WPA
WPA is working to advance the 
interests of general aviation in 

Washington State.
Please Join or renew today!
www.wpaflys.org

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960
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Live in private comfort in this home located in the 
coveted Frontier Airpark. Quality designed and 
built for efficient and healthy living with open 

dynamic living spaces to support your lifestyles. A large shop provides heated 
& ventilated space for building, restoring, or repairing your aircraft. A 60 X 60 
site with power and water has been prepared for 
a hangar.   Air rights included. 

Scan this bar code or call for all the information. 

David Wallace, Broker 
425-829-9565 

Century 21 North Homes Realty, Inc 

CUSTOM HOME & SHOP FOR SALE IN 
FRONTIER AIRPARK Full Service FBO at Spokane (GEG)

100LL Line Service
Heated Hangar
Signature TailWins Points
Ramp Side Vehicle Access

How can work be fun?  One way is to 
do it for a good cause with friends of like 
mind and mutual interests.  This is what 
the yearly clean-up of Ranger Creek (21W) 
has become for those who work to keep the 
paved airstrip and surrounding area in good 
shape for pilots, campers, emergency ve-
hicles such as medivac and forest firefight-
ing personnel, and those who just want to 
spend the day looking at beautiful scenery.  

The WPA Green River Chapter and 
WSDOT/Aviation sponsored annual work 
party at Ranger Creek Airport took place 
this year on May 13th.  Last year was the 
best weather on record for the clean-up, 
with numerous airplanes arriving with ea-
ger workers.  This year was the wettest and 
coldest on record with only one brave soul 
flying in.  Most of the 38 people who ar-
rived to help did so by car, truck or camper 
and the work went on despite conditions.  
Again this year members of Boy Scout 
Troop 401 from Auburn helped with the 
cleanup.  Al and Ester Banholzer’s chili, 
cornbread and muffins tasted especially 
good.

The entire runway was checked and 
cleaned using brooms and blowers, two 
new windsock covers were installed, 
Scotch Broom and small saplings were 
pulled out from the safety areas on the sides 
of the runway and one new airport warning 
sign was installed.  With help of the Boy 
Scouts five new picnic tables provided by 

Ranger Creek Clean-up 2017
the USFS were assembled and placed in the 
camping area on the west side and two bags 
of trash were carried out this year from our 
cleanup activities.

Ranger Creek Airstrip is located in 
a beautiful mountainous area just to the 
northeast of Mt. Rainier, and about 28 
ground miles southeast of Enumclaw.  The 
State has installed fire rings and picnic ta-
bles in the aircraft parking area across from 
the midfield windsock.   It is a good spot 
to pitch a tent and then explore the many 
trails running through the area.   There 
are no utilities provided so visitors should 
bring in everything they need.  Likewise, 
it is requested that visitors take out their 
trash and any other they might find.   The 
winds are usually light before 10:00am and 
after 5:00pm and a standard left-hand pat-
tern landing to the North (33) is suggested 
if the wind permits.

The airstrip was constructed by the 
Army Air Corps during World War II. It 
was built on US Forest Service land near 
the location of a former Civilian Conser-
vation Corps (CCC) camp.  The airstrip 
received its name from Ranger Creek, a 
stream that flows into the White River at 
a point just to the north, and was used dur-
ing World War II by the Army as a high 
altitude, mountainous, and winter facility 
for pilot training.  It was again used dur-
ing the Korean Conflict as a training base 
for fighter pilots in winter mountain-nous 

operations.  After the Korean Conflict, the 
Army abandoned Ranger Creek Airstrip in 
1957.

In late 1957, the Forest Service asked 
the Washington State Aeronautics Com-
mission if it would be interested in adding 
the airstrip to its stale airport system. The 
Aeronautics Commission was interested 
and a 30 year Special-Use Authorization 
was negotiated between the Forest Service 
and The State of Washington.  The Airstrip 
opened to the public in May 1958 for the 
use of general aviation.

The state operated the airstrip on a 
seasonal basis using state funds only for 
major improvements and depended on vol-
unteer labor for general maintenance. The 
majority of the volunteer labor came from 
members of WPA’s Green River Chapter 
which “adopted’ the airstrip and organized 
the annual cleanup and other work parties 
as needed.

The 30 year Special-Use Authoriza-
tion for the use of the airstrip expired in 
May of 1988 and the Forest Service con-
firmed in March 1990 that it would not re-
new the authorizations and Ranger Creek 
Airstrip was closed.

Members of the WPA contacted the 
other recreational groups using the Ranger 
Creek area.  In talks with these groups, not 
a single group identified they had experi-
enced any problems with the landing and 
departing of aircraft from the airstrip. 

After much talk and letter writing, the 
Forest Service, WSDOT, and the WPA held 
meetings and negotiations to work out the 

details of an Implementation Plan for the 
Special Use Authorization. These activities 
culminated in a signed authorization for the 
operation of Ranger Creek Airstrip. How-
ever, before it could be re-opened, several 
maintenance and repair items had to be 
completed. The major item was the runway 
itself. Without any preventive maintenance 
for several years, the asphalt surface had 
deteriorated until it was in an unsafe condi-
tion. The state corrected this situation by 
repairing and then resurfacing the entire 
runway with a new layer of asphalt.  

The remaining items were completed 
by the Green River Chapter of the WPA 
in two large work parties in August and 
September of 1995.  The major items ac-
complished at the work parties were veg-
etation cleanup to reestablish a clear zone 
around the runway, installing a wind sock, 
cleaning up and area for an aircraft parking 
and tie down, and helping to install runway 
markers and other signage around the air-
strip.

On Saturday September 23, 1995, 
the WSDOT Aviation Division re-opened 
Ranger Creek.  It was opened for use by all 
aviation interests as a part of the Washing-
ton State Airport System. The first aircraft 
to land at the airstrip the 23rd was Marv 
Olsen in his C-182 followed closely by 
Gordon Doherty in his C-182.  This was 
very appropriate as these two members of 
the GRC of the WPA were very instrumen-
tal in spearheading and organizing all of 
the activities leading up to the re-opening 
of Ranger Creek Airstrip.

Dave Lawrence, Ed Hoit and Mark Babcock pull saplings from the runway area and pick up 
trash.  Yes – that is snow on the ground.

Boy Scouts from Troop 401 put together picnic tables provided by the USFS

By Marian Jensen

pated.  The subjects were:  Runway safety; pro-
vided by the Yakima Tower crew, Airport Op-
erations and plans; provided by Rob Peterson, 
the Airport Manager, and FAAST Team update, 
with a review of the new Basic Med regula-
tions; provided by Robert Ticknor, our FAAST 
team rep.

We continue to meet monthly alongside of 
the regular EAA meetings.  Last month’s pro-
gram was a tour of the Blackhawk medical heli-
copters at the Yakima Training Center.

On any Saturday, you can find many, many 
pilots gathering for hanger flying; and, with the 
weather improving even some flying.  Last Sat-
urday, we assisted the EAA Chapter in flying 

Young Eagles.
On May 20, the local EAA Chapter will 

be having a pancake breakfast from 8:00 to 
10:00 a.m.  At 10:00, we will be hosting another 
Wings program.  The instructor will be Brian 
Thompson from Explore Aviation.  The subject 
is titled, “Dry Mouth Operations”.

I have been actively trying to keep the on-
line calendar updated.  So, whenever I hear of an 
event, I make sure it is posted.  It would be very 
useful if event hosts would also put their events 
up.  I have set the calendar up so that it is easy 
for them to do so.  However, anybody needing 
any assistance can contact me and I can show 

Eastside Report (Continued from page 5)

(Continued on page 7)
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My many thanks go out to the Grum-
man flying boat operation and owner com-
munity which has been inviable to us the 
last 5 years.  Our Fresh Covington R985 
Pratts are turbine smooth, powerful and 
leak tight. Covington builds a great engine. 
We have 5 Covington engines in our fleet 
and all of engines give great performance 
and reliability. The 2-blade 22D30 Ham-
ilton Standard long blade props pull very 
hard and provide great performance. Other 
than noise, I am puzzled as to why so many 
Beech 18’s and most  Gooses run 3 blade 
Hartzell props which do not perform as 
well, require minimum RPM to feather and 
are extremely expensive?  There is a recur-
ring AD on the Hamilton Standard props, 
but our prop shop turns them in reasonable 
time and cost.

800-275-7345
503-640-4686

Fax 503-640-3071
5625 NE Elam Young Pkwy

Hillsboro, OR 97124
www.regalaviation.com

Pearson Field Diagram

hancing the historical assets of the area . . .” would be in 
the parties best interests. The document details, “. . . the 
timelines and mitigating measures necessary to transition 
Pearson Airpark from General Aviation to long-term his-
torical uses.”

To emphasize this point the following is codified in 
Federal Law:

Public Law 104-134 Section 334 “The Nation-
al Park Service, in accordance with the Memorandum of 
Agreement between the United States National Park Ser-
vice and the City of Vancouver dated November 4, 1994, 
shall permit general Aviation on its portion of Pearson 
Field in Vancouver, Washington until the year 2022, during 
which time a plan and method for transitioning from gen-
eral aviation aircraft to historic aircraft shall be completed; 
such transition to be accomplished by that date. This action 
shall not be construed to limit the authority of the Federal 
Aviation Administration over air traffic control or aviation 
activities at Pearson Field or limit operations and airspace 
of Portland International Airport.”

In 2011 the National Parks Service and the City of 
Vancouver entered into a long term Lease Agreement 
(2051). Contained therein is the same reference to the 
Memorandum of Agreement and Public Law 104-134 . . 
. transitioning from general aviation to historic aircraft. 

Pearson Airfield . . . Will it survive the next ten years? (Continued from page 1)
There is also a reference to December 31, 2029 for the par-
ties to enter lease discussions in order to remain eligible 
for FAA grants. 

The issue of Grant eligibility, both FAA and WSDOT, 
require “unrestricted access” for general aviation aircraft 
. . . including helicopters. The only limitations on aircraft 
should be determined by the Pilot in Command. Of note; 
the 2013 Airport Master Plan contains a copy of the 2011 
lease. I am not aware of any situation where the FAA and / 
or WSDOT would knowingly offer funding for any airport 
knowing such aircraft restrictions are in place.    

Finally, this is an airport of historical significance! 
There are multiple documents involved with Pearson Field. 
They are complicated and contradict several requirements 
within the grant assurance program. The documents limit 
participation to the Vancouver Partnership.  Said Partner-
ship is composed of the National parks Service, Depart-
ment of the Army, Washington State, City of Vancouver 
and one at-large member. Where are the stakeholders 
(AOPA, WPA, WSDOT-Aviation, FAA, the Tenants, etc.)? 

Without exception every airport has their set of unique 
challenges. Without exception every airport challenge can 
be mitigated if and when all parties are treated with re-
spect. The WPA is always interested in working with air-
port sponsors and setting the record straight. 

After 5 years of bang-
ing on the Goose most week 
nights and weekends with 
a host of skilled volunteers 
and family, N95467 left the 
surly bonds of earth for the 
1st time last Monday April 
17 without a hitch.  After the 
40 minute test hop over the 
airport, our test pilot Fred 
Ball “Mr. Goose” gave rides 
to all our Goose project vol-
unteers. Right after the ride 
session, training for my son 
Jay and I started. After 2 ½ 
intense training days Jay and 
I were signed off and met 
insurance requirements. As 
of Wednesday night Hobbs 
shows nearly 20 hours on 
the airplane already. Ryan 
was also able to fly a bit with 
Fred and get a left seat taste 
of Goose nirvana as well. In 
time, Ryan will get his MEL 
and MES in the Goose when 
Jay and I get up to speed to 
start training for him.

Our Goose, N95467 SN 1161, was 
manufactured in 1942 as a lend lease JRF-
6B for the British Royal Navy. It spent its 
post WW2 life flying Catalina Island, the 
Caribbean and Alaska until the airplane 
was worn out and in need of massive re-
pair work. While in the Caribbean it was 
owned by Charlie Blair and his movie star 
wife Maureen O’Hare who operated Antil-
les airlines.  It ended up in Palm Springs at 
the Bob Pond Air Museum as a static dis-
play for the 19 years before we purchased 
the airplane as a project .We disassembled 
the airplane and trucked it to Spokane in 
the spring of 2012. After completion of our 
Waco Custom Cabin in the fall of 2012, 
the Goose restoration took off with an 
8,000 hour effort on major center section, 
fuselage and wing repair. This endless ef-

The Pemberton Goose Restoration Flies
By Addison Pemberton

fort was followed by all new systems and 
paint. I have always loved 1942 US NAVY 
tricolor paint scheme and wanted NAS 
Whidbey Island livery as we are from 
Washington State.

The aircraft check-out was interesting 
and new to us as the Goose requires unique 
tail wheel aircraft technique.  Water work is 
amazing and we have a lot to learn before 
tackling other than benign water conditions 
for now. The Goose is proving to be one of 
my most rewarding flying experiences to 
date. Fred Ball, our check pilot, is a wealth 
of knowledge and skill with the airplane. 
Fred has 15,000 hours in the Goose and 
Widgeon.  Operating the aircraft in an open 
ocean with high swells seems at this point 
unreal. We will keep the airplane in fresh 
water and easy water for the rest of its life.

Addison checks out the flying capabilities of his newest restoration. Ryan Pemberton photo.

Washington State Aviation Alliance 
(WSAA) members met to discuss past successes 
and future initiatives during the second annual 
general membership meeting April 25 at the 
Westin Hotel in Bellevue.

WSAA President David Ketchum, along 
with the Board of Directors, provided an over-
view of the organization’s history, objectives and 
achievements.

Over the past two years, WSAA has host-
ed successful Airport Awareness Day events at 
the state capitol, and championed aviation bills 
and initiatives to help strengthen the state’s 
aviation system.

Just this year, two WSAA-supported bills 
– House Bill 1018 and House Bill 1400 – were 
signed into law by Gov. Jay Inslee. HB 1018 in-
creases the funding cap on a single state airport 
aid grant from $250,000 to $750,000. HB 1400 
authorizes the first-ever Washington State Avia-
tion specialty license plate. Both bills will enable 
more investments in statewide aviation projects.

Also during the meeting, WSAA voting 
members elected the 2017 Board of Directors: 
President: David Ketchum, Washington State 
Community Airports Association. Vice President: 
John Dobson, Washington Pilots Association. 
Treasurer: Kandace Harvey, Washington Airport 
Management Association. Secretary: Tristan At-
kins, Washington State Department of Transpor-
tation. Board Position 1: David Ryan, Arlington 
Municipal Airport. Board Position 2: Chris Her-
man, Washington Public Ports Association

Comprised of 15 different aviation-relation 
organizations, WSAA serves as a collective 
voice for aviation and aviation-related organiza-
tions in the state. It highlights the importance of 
airports to Washington’s transportation system, 
economy and quality of life.

The Washington State Department of 
Transportation Aviation Division serves in part-
nership with WSAA.

WSAA 
Celebrates 
Successes
By WADOT/Aviation General Staff

them how to do this in five minutes or less.
Rick LeDuc Okanogan/Ferry County..... 

chapter met in Tonasket for our April meeting.  
After discussing general business and the need 
to formalize our by-laws, Don and June Fitz-
patrick presented an itinerary of summer flying 
opportunities.   Dave Whitelaw brought us up to 
date with what’s going on in Electric City (one 
of our favorite destinations!) and RAF projects 
they’re involved with.  

A discussion about the Town of Twisp’s 
request for WSDOT funding to rebuild the 
south taxiway was next on our agenda.  These 
improvements are badly needed as the taxiway 
is both undersized and crumbling apart.  As an 
organization, our chapter appealed to the Twisp 
Town council to recognize the benefits of avia-
tion related commerce.  Twisp/Winthrop pilots 
wanted them to know that Twisp(2SO) is a 
destination for many PNW pilots and having a 
courtesy car and amenities plus a solid working 

infrastructure makes it that much more attrac-
tive.  We also confirmed that private funding 
and volunteer hours were available to make it 
all happen.

Les Tugaw was our featured speaker, his 
presentation featuring his years as a profession-
al pilot was both captivating and enjoyable.  I 
know we will want Les back again, as he only 
scratched the surface of some his experiences 
flying famous people all over the world.  Pilot-
ing Malcolm Forbes’ “Capitalist Tool” B-727 
through the friendly skies was just one of his 
many fascinating stories.

One of our Winthrop members, John 
O’Keefe, is featured on the cover of May/June 
2017 EAA Vintage magazine, flying his beauti-
ful 1937 Spartan Executive on an equally beau-
tiful July morning over Oshkosh at last year’s 
EAA AirVenture.   Way to go, John! 

Our next meeting will be at the Twisp Air-
port on Saturday May 20th.

Eastside Report (Continued from page 6)
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Chapter Presidents, please verify time and location of meetings.
Any changes contact WINGS@WPAFLYS.ORG

 6/1 12:00 PM Museum of Flight (KBFI) Wells Fargo Free 1st Thursday
 6/2 12:00 PM Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter
 6/3 9:30 AM Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out - Regal Air, seats available
 6/3 All day Felts Field Neighbor Day Free Admission - Vintage Airplanes - Museum
 6/3 8-10 AM Lake Chelan Fly Out (W10) Pancake Breakfast-Campers welcome Sat./Sun.
 6/3 1:00 PM FATPNW Spring Fly-In to Copalis (S16) BYO Sunscreen & kite, 
   see Facebook
 6/10 9:30 AM Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out -  Regal Air, seats available 
 6/10 10:00 AM FATPNW 5th Anniversary @ Willapa Harbor Airport (2S9) BYO Food 
 6/10  Heritage Flight Museum Fly Day (KBVS) http://heritageflight.org/
6/16- 6/17 Richland Aviation Celebration (KRLD) Exhibition A/C and
   Young Eagles BBQ 6:00 PM Sundance Aviation
 6/16 12:00 PM Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter
 6/17 12:00 PM Tonasket Fathers’s Day Fly-In See article on WINGS page 2. 
 6/17 7:30-9 AM Pangborn (KEAT) Fly-In, Pancakes free to 1st 30 pilots, 
   Lunch on the ramp. Kids activities and more. Restored B-25.
 6/17  7:00 AM 10th annual Desert Aire Fly-In Breakfast Aerobatic demo, new runway.
 6/17  8:00 AM Big Creek (U60) Aviation Foundation Breakfast Fly-In- 
   Check out new lodge. 
 6/17 11:00 AM Heritage Flight Museum Fly Day (KBVS) http://heritageflight.org/
 6/23 all day Fly-out to Coulee dam @ Electric City (3W7). 
   Camp fee waived, Laser light show
 6/23 12:00 PM Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter (Also 7/7, 7/14, 7/21)
 6/24 9:30 AM Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out -(Also 7/8, 7/15, 7/22)
 6/24 8:00-10 AM EAA Fly-In Pancake breakfast, Colfax (S94), Displays, aircraft judging.
 6/25 Noon?? Cougar Mountain (49WA) Fly-In or Antique Car drive in. Potluck, hot dogs 
   & burgers provided-  come make some noise. Rick 360.894-2260
 6/30 9:30 AM Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out - Regal Air, seats available

AVIATION ACTIVITY CALENDAR

SEE MORE AT WPAFLYS.ORG
POST YOUR EVENT TO THE CALENDAR!!

Have an event coming up?
Go to:  http://bit.do/wpacalendar and post your event!

JUNE 2017

JULY 2017
 7/2  Gig Harbor Wings & Wheels (KTIW) http://www.freedomfair.com
 7/4-7/5  Independence Day @ Republic (R49). Seaplanes, camping fireworks & 
   Elvis. Call 509-996-2071 to reserve  campsites. Flyout 7/5 to Winthrop 
   (S52) fire base.
 7/7-7/9  Arlington (KAWO) Fly-In + FATPNW & West Coast Cherokee. 
 7/8  Twisp (2S0) Fly-In Pancake Breakfast, Car Show, fun.  (twispairport.com/)
 7/14  WA & OR RAF (theraf.org) Fly-Out to Nehalem Bay (3S7). 
   Camping, showers.
 7/15 11:00 AM Heritage Flight Museum Fly Day (KBVS) http://heritageflight.org/
 7/22 10:00 AM Flying Heritage Collection  Fly Day- Vintage A/C fly hourly.
 7/21 - 7/25 35th Annual Concrete (3W5) Vintage Fly-In. Plane camping, food vendors, 
   Big Band plays Saturday 1:30- 4:30
 7/22 10:00 AM Flying Heritage Collection  SkyFair. http://skyfair.brownpapertickets.com/
 7/29  Chehalis Fest and Young Eagles(KCLS) 360-748-1230

APRIL 17th , 2105
As frustrating as it was to remain 

grounded, an extra day would give us time 
to see those reported 10,000 swans that 
had arrived at Swan Haven.  Each April, 
thousands of Yukoners observe A Celebra-
tion of Swans at M’Clintok Bay on Marsh 
Lake.  (Kind of like the return of the swal-
lows to Capistrano, but with mittens!)   It 
was exactly overhead that we had made 
our approach to Whitehorse two weeks 
previously. Weighing 28 pounds, with an 
eight foot wingspan, male trumpeter swans 
are the largest waterfowl on earth. We cel-
ebrated every single one of them that was 
now on the ground, and out of our air-
space!  It was more than sobering to real-
ize that we had transited this area oblivious 
to such a fantastic migration!  While all 
10,ooo swans were not at Swan Haven, we 
estimated  that we saw two to three thou-
sand of those majestic birds.  The greater 
number, that we had heard repeatedly, rep-

resents the total count of migrating swans 
in the Yukon according to Alaska Fish and 
Game numbers.   Many factors contribute 
to the congregation of the swans in this 
particular locale: extensive warm, shallow 
water, runway lengths suitable to their take 
off and landings (They require a minimum 
of 300 feet!), pondweed growth, and its 
isolated location.  Here, they dabble (Feed 
in the tail-up position) and rest for their 
continued journey north.  They are a mag-
nificent environmental success story, and 
are equally magnificent to behold.  This 
would not the last time on our trip that we 
would be astounded by their numbers and 
the significant hazard that they posed to 
aviators!

Proceeding south, our next destination 
was Tagish.  It was there, that we lurked 
and skulked 
behind some 
w a t e r s i d e 
bushes so that 
Peggy could 
get close up 
photos of a 
few unaware 
swans.  No 
amount of 
mud and 
muck stood 
in the way 
of the per-
fect shot!  It 
was also here 
that we wan-
dered upon 
The Six Mile 
River Re-
sort.  In great hopes of a hot cup of coffee, 
we stopped in for a warm-up.  No one in 
evidence, we poked about and enjoyed the 
Yester-Yukon ambiance that was in amaz-
ing abundance!  The exterior walls of the 
resort were a collection of all things old; 
it was like a stroll through the ages.  There 
were groupings of items from bottles to 
washboards.  The resort was in meticulous 
order; It simply lacked folks!  Still hoping 
for that hot cup of coffee, we wandered in, 
and around the lodge and cabins, enjoying 
the endless memorabilia that enveloped the 
walls, rails, fencing, and walkways, all the 
while, giving our hoped-for-coffee-brewer 

Barrow or Bust Part seven in a series of 
WPA member Maureen Griggs’ trip to Alaska By Maureen Griggs

time to show up.  As we reconnoitered 
the buildings, grounds, and waterfront, 
we presumed that eventually a live body 
would surely make an appearance!  In-
side the Lodge, there was a cup of coffee 
and book-keeping papers in mid-use on a 
table, while outside, there were two trucks 
with keys in the ignitions, and the bunk-
houses appeared well-lived-in, but, as we 
moseyed about, never did a human entity 
appear.  Had we arrived at the scene of 
The Rapture?  We abandoned all hope of a 
hot cup of Java, and headed back to Jake’s 
Corner, and hopefully, some warm bodies!

Jake’s Corner was originally a military 
base, which was one of many established 
to build the Alaskan Highway.  From here, 
one can go east to Watson Lake, north-
west to Whitehorse, southwest to Tagish, 
or south to Atlin.  On this trip alone, we 
had been in three of those four directions 
either by land or by air.  It was entirely 
possible that the fourth direction would be 

our route the following day, depending on 
the weather card that we would be dealt.  
At the Jake’s Corner roadhouse we found 
(In addition to warm bodies) a café which 
offered Boo-Burgers (Think Cariboo) 
on their blackboard menu.  It turned out 
to be a smudge-error, and it was actually 
Moo-Burgers (Think Moose) that were the 
cook’s specialty.  Peggy was all set to sam-
ple her first Yukon Moo Burger, but gra-
ciously walked away from that delicacy so 
I could answer an intense itchiness to get 
weather, and prepare to depart Whitehorse, 
in one direction or another!  This was one 
decision I regret still, as we left the Yukon 
without having savored one of its finest of-
ferings!  However, we did manage a conso-
lation prize: That hot cup of coffee, finally!

Returning to Whitehorse, I had yet 
again, anoth-
er chat with 
Nav Canada 
and the US 
w e a t h e r 
briefers, it 
looked like 
the following 
day would 
be a doable-
s q u e a k e r .  
The weather 
was too low 
to get over 
Summit Pass 
to the east, 
enroute to 
Watson Lake, 
so, our direc-
tion of flight 

would be southerly.  “Darn!” it would 
have been nice to fly with the highway be-
low us in these weather conditions!  To the 
south, there would be a small window of 
time to get past Atlin and Deese Lake, but 
those “Direct To” flights would be over 
the same isolated terrain that we had ex-
perienced on the way north.  One upbeat 
note: The further south we could get, the 
less influenced we would be by our old 
antagonist, that lingering low in the Gulf 
of Alaska.  We began all the preparations 
for our take-off the next morning, includ-
ing those with our now-almost-best-buds, 
CANPASS and EAPIS.

Swans of the Yukon. Peggy Gordon photo.

Swan Haven. Peggy Gordon photo.

In it’s third year, the Globalair.com Cal-
vin L. Carrithers Aviation Scholarship blog 
writing scholarship is now open for applica-
tions.  The scholarship is for any American 
student enrolled in an accredited University/
College Aviation Program for the 2017-2018 
school year.  Four students will be accepted 
into the program that entails writing weekly 
blogs sharing their flight training or avia-
tion management experiences while being 
awarded a scholarship of $250 twice a se-
mester, equaling a total award of $1,000.  
The scholarship funding goes towards flight 
fees and progressing in their training.

Jeff Carrithers, President and CEO of 
Globalair.com, explains, “We want to give 
support to college students who have cho-
sen the aviation industry as their career, as 
well as provide them a way to share their 
experiences with their peers in the indus-
try. I believe it is extremely important for 
them to have a way to introduce themselves 
to the industry and begin networking now 
as they initiate their careers in such a fast-
paced field.” 

“Last year’s success, our best year so 
far, developed applications from over 60 dif-
ferent students from 40 colleges and univer-
sities.  Their weekly blog posts helped them 
to reflect on their training, and share advice 
and ideas with fellow pilots. It was amaz-
ing the transformation of their writing skills 
from the beginning of the school year until 
now.  The knowledge level of their individu-

GlobalAir.com’s Student Scholarship 
program open for enrollment

al areas also grew to where they are actually 
looking like technical writers in some cas-
es,” Carrithers continued.  2016 beneficia-
ries included students from Mississippi State 
(Jared Martin), University of Oklahoma 
(Cameron Morgan), Western Michigan Uni-
versity (Shawn White) and Parkland College 
(Emily McCrone).  Tori Patterson, curator 
of this year’s scholarship program, was a re-
cipient in 2015.  

The application process for the program 
involves a short essay in which applicants 
must explain their interest in the career path 
they have chosen and how they plan to work 
towards completion; a letter of recommen-
dation and proof of enrollment must be sub-
mitted as well. Scholarship recipients will be 
chosen based on these qualifications.  They 
will be notified by mid-August if they have 
been selected and shown how and when their 
blogs officially begin. The GlobalAir.com 
Scholarship Team is welcoming any quali-
fied and passionate aviation student to apply 
before August 10th to be considered for the 
opportunity. 

You can access the application page at:
https://www.globalair.com/scholarships/ 
Colleges or students that would like 

more information about the program can 
email Tori Patterson at Tori@GlobalAir.
com. Any questions or comments will be re-
sponded to in a timely manner. We are look-
ing forward to working with the next genera-
tion of Aviation Professionals!  


