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1. User Fees
2. Airport Preservation
3. Membership (All inclusive)
Within the context of our Mission 

Statement these three goals are now the holy 
grail of our organization. “So say we all” who 
attended the Yakima WPA Annual Retreat 
on June 30th. We finally opened that gate we 
buried so many years ago. We are a social 
organization AND a political organization. 

The decisions to accept our role as 
advocate for General Aviation is just the 
first step. Now the challenge is to figure 
out how to create, educate and motivate 
an organization that for so many years 
sat on the sidelines. The first step is to 
recognize that the WPA is not like other 
organizations. We are sixteen independent 
Chapters plus Members at Large. And we 
have suffered from a fundamental disconnect 
between the value of those chapters and the 

responsibilities of the State. I think that ended on June 30 when 10 of our 16 chapters sent 
representatives to the Yakima retreat . . . I want to personally thank each of you . . . the 
responsibility of the State WPA is to ensure your success. We work for you!

We begin with a building block concept . . . a foundation called the WPA Management 
System. For the better part of three years I have dreamed of connecting every member, 
every chapter, every State Officer, every Director and every political entity that touches 
aviation through a centralized system. I tried to analyze each and every “task” for each 
and every volunteer at every level and anticipate every manual job function. Then I sat 
down and began to automate them . . . Accounting, Membership, Communications, and 

Marketing. We still have a long way to go but our system is up and running.
The first test is to ensure we have your correct member information. I am asking 

everyone to go to our website and update your personal information. Go to www.wpaflys.
org. At the top of the page you will see the WPA logo . . . double click. That will open an 
Administrative Page. Follow the instructions and the new WPA Management System will 
email you a password. If you do not receive an email (it means  your email is not current) 
then contact your local Chapter Treasurer. Once you reach your “Member Information” 
page you will get a sense of where we are going. Please note the article “Membership 
Update” on page 2 for more detail.

During the Yakima retreat we were privileged to have Mr. John Sibold, WSDOT 
Aviation Director, address our group regarding the value of “Participating in the Local 
Process – An Introductory Guide for Airport Advocates.”  Mr. Sibold made clear that our 
involvement in Land Use Planning should begin early as Local Planning sets the foundation 
that guides development. Local Planning is more responsive to local concerns than accepting 
input from state and federal agencies. And Local Planning depends on participation from 
a diverse range of interests to define community needs. 

By now you have all heard about the City of Shelton approving 80 homes to the 
approach end to runway 23. And you may have heard about the Port of Shelton approving 
drag racing on a closed runway without FAA approval. In both cases the WPA was not 
informed until after the fact. We found ourselves being reactive rather than proactive. 
According to Mr. Sibold, “The most effective strategies . . . emphasize cooperation and 
collaboration rather than focus on conflict and adversity.” Mr. Sibold is working with AOPA 
on a national level to create a training package to help all pilot groups with that process.  

In order to take full advantage of those resources, the WPA will begin this year to 
launch our own Washington Airport Network (WAN) in parallel with the AOPA (ASN) 
Network. We have the pilot power and a communications system to act on the early warning 
signs. When possible, one individual will represent both entities. Our support network will 
fall under the direction of Tom Jensen, Airports Director and John Townsley, Legislative 
Director. We have already contacted Mr. Mike Ferguson, AOPA Regional Representative, 
to add the ASN contacts to our WPA Management System.  

One final comment about communications --WINGS is our primary vehicle for 
communicating with you, the membership. Our website and email systems help, but without 
a doubt this newspaper is still our number one source of information. Unfortunately, for 
so many years only our membership ever read it . . . we only sent it to them. Why just 
preach to the choir? For the first time in our history we sent our last issue of WINGS to 
every airport director in the state. As we improve our database we will be sending WINGS 
to every political and aviation stakeholder in the state. If we are to change attitudes and 
perceptions about who we are we need to go beyond our own circle of friends. We need 
to stop practicing literary incest.

That said if you have editorial comments for consideration please forward them.

User Fees = Tax
Cut for Airlines
By John Dobson, WPA State President

Have you ever watched the TV program “Myth Busters?”  Some not so gifted idiot 
claims to be able to launch himself into space by attaching 10,000 bottle rockets to a 
lawn chair. He can sit down, ignite that mess and . . . dumb as this may sound to the pilot 
community, there are a number of laypeople who find this plausible. And when a slick ad 
campaign comes along, backed by an airline industry flush with cash touting, “User Fees 
will reduce air traffic delays by making small jets and propeller driven airplanes pay more” 
our jaws drop and we ask who in God’s name could believe such drivel? 

Unfortunately, the average citizen who travels on airlines has no clue about General 
Aviation (GA). So we find ourselves in the fight of our lives attempting to overcome a 
public relations blitz fraught with heresy (a half truth is still a lie).  We don’t have the 
airlines’ access to media or money . . . but we do have facts and pilot power on our side. 
And every pilot on this planet has an obligation to contact every member of the House and 
Senate (State and Federal) and bust this myth. 

The GAO (Government Accounting Office) on May 29, 2007 was asked by The 
Honorable Mark Udall to respond to several questions regarding User Fees.  Specifically, 
“What would be the effect, if any, on the NextGen (Next Generation for Modernization 
of the Air Traffic Control System) budget if Congress does not enact the Administration’s 
proposed aviation financing package . . . (and) leaves the current ticket and fuel taxes in 
place?” Gerald L. Dillingham, Ph.D., Director Physical Infrastructure Issues responded, 
“. . . through 2016 the Airport and Airway Trust Fund can support about $19 billion in 
additional spending over the baseline FAA spending levels . . .” Bottom line, the current 
system works and works very well! 

So why are the airlines assaulting GA? We know too well that the level of service 
offered by a hub and spoke system is not efficient for the passenger. However, it does 
control the expenses for the airlines . . . what a concept. According to John Newhouse’s 
book Boeing Versus Airbus, it is all about the money. Consider an airline industry under 
intense competitive pressure from deregulation. Overextended by expanded routes and 
bloated fleets, the airlines turned to draconian reorganization plans. By reducing service 
and cutting routes they finally showed a 2.6 billion dollar profit in 2006.

 The loss of service to our communities goes far beyond airlines wanting to be more 
(Continued on page 2)
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profitable. It is all about greed . . . and in 
this case “greed is NOT in the public good.” 
Between February 2000 and February 
2007 the airlines cut service to 349 airports 
nationwide. According to WSDOT 76% 
of all airports nationwide lost commercial 
passenger service. Of the “small” airports in 
the US 68% lost service. Of the “non-hub” 
airports (360) 76% lost service. Service 
to cities in Washington State (excluding 
SeaTac) declined by 53%. And the airlines 
continue to promote their inefficient hub and 
spoke system while decimating our ability 
to travel from smaller “community” airports 
and on our schedule! 

The airlines have deployed a massive 
misdirection strategy. Instead of taking 
responsibility for their actions the airlines 
have elected to blame General Aviation for 
“flight delays” and “overcrowded skies.” 
They are trying to fool the American public 
into believing that flight delays, lost luggage, 
cancelled flights, endless hours on ramps, 
and the need to change planes three times to 
get to your destination are somehow related 
to small jets and propeller driven airplanes. 
US News and World Report said that 40% of 
their flight delays were caused by weather. 
Other factors were late-arriving aircraft, 
maintenance and crew problems, and flight 
coordination at airports. Fact -- 85% of all 
takeoff and landings by passenger airlines 
are in and out of 45 airports. How can all 
the problems with service be caused by GA? 
We only use those hub airports less than 3% 
of the time.

General Aviation will increase 44% 
over the next twenty years because of our 

User Fees = Tax Cut for Airlines
(Continued from page 1)

We are undertaking a massive shift in the way we do business and we need your 
help!

You may have heard something about the new WPA Management System. It is more 
than a database and more than an accounting and payment record. It goes beyond helping 
chapters communicate with their respective members. It will be the basis for all Marketing, 
Communications, Membership and Accounting . . . for your Chapter and for the State WPA 
. . . it will be our link to all who touch aviation in Washington.

Note, security is our top priority. At the State level only the State President and the State 
Secretary have access to your personal information. At the Chapter level we have assigned 
access only to the Chapter Treasurers.

Our first task is to ensure we have current information on you, our membership. Please 
go to our website, www.wpaflys.org. You will see the following page. Double click the WPA 
logo (the green WPA State in the upper left section).

Member Information Update Request

versatility. Because the hub airports are 
clogged with the airlines we land where we 
need to go, not where the airlines tell us to go. 
Our fuel taxes support approximately 20,000 
airports and heliports nationwide. Airlines 
serve less than 3% of these airports. The 
airlines also require massive infrastructure, 
including low-visibility taxi lights, precision 
approach monitor radar, low level wind 
shear alert systems, snow removal, and huge 
ramps, taxiways, runways, and parking areas. 
And please remember the air traffic control 
system was designed for the airlines.

General Aviation supports 166 million 
passengers per year flying in small adaptable 
aircraft. With some 211,000 airplanes in 
the GA fleet we are the largest “airline”. In 
fact we fly more passengers than American, 
United and Northwest Airlines combined. We 
fly from small rural and local airports, tens of 
thousands of cancer patients, burn victims, 
and sick and injured children “free” to world 
class medical centers. We provide disaster 
relief to small and large communities. We 
delivered medical supplies, water and food 
to Hurricane Katrina victims long before 
the airlines returned to service. We provide 
all manner of agricultural applications in 
addition to business and personal travel. And 
don’t forget that every time you see the local 
weather forecast, that system was developed 
to serve America’s pilots.

The devil is in the details. The current 
system has GA paying 19.4 cents for every 
gallon of fuel and the airlines are paying 
only 4.3 cents. The airlines want GA to pay 
70.1 cents per gallon and they want to pay 
nothing. Also, buried in this funding debate 
are proposals to charge pilots for flying 

into Class B airspace, and to 215 airports 
deemed busy enough to warrant landing 
fees. Ask your local and state politicians 
why the airlines do not pay their fair share 
to begin with.  Then ask why there are NO 
increases in fees to the airlines to fund a 
system that primarily supports them? Is this 
just another way the airlines can eliminate 
competition?

If the proposed User Fees become law 
this has to be the biggest tax cut in airline 
history. A tax break this massive has to be 
a benefit to consumers, right? And we all 

After clicking on 
“What is my Member 
ID?” you will see 
the page to your left. 
If you enter the first 
three or four letters 
of your last name and 
click on “Search,” 
you will receive your 
official Member ID. 
Write this down on 
a piece of paper and 
click on “Forgot my 
Password ?'”

After clicking 
on “Forgot my 
Password?”, you 
will see the page to 
your left. Type in 
your Member ID 
and click on “E-mail 
Password.” If  we 
have a current email 
on file (50/50 chance) 
the system will email 
your password. 
If your email is 
incorrect, you will 
need to contact your 
Chapter Treasurer. 
After receiving your 
password, go back 
to the Administrator 
Panel Log-in Page 
and type in your 
Member ID and 
Password.

After typing in your 
Member ID and 
Password, you will see 
the page to your left. 
At the bottom, click 
on the small arrow, 
select Membership 
and click on “Go.” 
Select View/Edit 
Member Information 
and update your 
information.

After double 
clicking on the 
green WPA State, 
you will see the 
Administrator Panel 
Log-in page to your 
left. Since most of 
you will not know 
your Member ID, 
click on “What is 
my Member ID?

know that the airlines will pass the savings 
onto the consumer by cutting ticket prices . 
. . right? Sure, and I have a handful of bottle 
rockets for you.
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877-676-1229
208-676-1229

Fax 208-676-8638
1110 W. Park Place

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

WPA Clallam County Chapter 
Executive Board Gets a July 11th Visit 
from John Dobson, WPA President
By Gene Rimov, WPA Clallam County Chapter

John Dobson landed at Wm Fairchild International somewhere around 6:15pm. I met 
him, took a picture or two and then we both were off to Coldwell Banker for our monthly 
executive board meeting.

I was immediately impressed with the positive attitude that John had.  After buying his 
Bonanza, John had a fair amount of grief with the plane, but his response to all that was, 
“Gene, it’s the best thing that ever happened to me.”  With a lot of patience and TLC John has 
turned that aircraft into a very nice machine.  I’m sure that with a lot of patience and TLC, 
WPA will be a much better pilots group with John’s positive attitude getting us there.

After reviewing the problems that WPA has had over the last three years, John presented 
his program to fix these problems.  Among the fixes John proposed was a management 
tool that he has spent several months developing.  John has developed a program that will 
allow one person in each chapter to access the data base for that chapter and make necessary 
corrections.  Also each member can access his own information to see what information 
needs updating or to see if he has paid his dues.  After demonstrating his management tool, 
John proceeded to train our treasurer in its use.

As it turns out the Clallam County Chapter is the first chapter to be introduced to John’s 
new management tool, so we obviously found a few glitches as one would find with any 
new program.  However, those of us that attended the executive board meeting found John’s 
management tool to be a fresh start to a batch of record keeping problems that just wouldn’t 
go away.  We want to do all we can to encourage John to introduce this program to all the 
chapters before membership renewal time this November.  Let’s also encourage other WPA 
members to seek John’s help in learning how to use the new WPA management tool.  John, 
we thank you for coming to Port Angeles and hope others will look for that beautiful white 
Bonanza with the red trim to fly into their airport.

By John Dobson, WPA State President
An inaccurate and capricious density 

fringe designation authorized by the 
Snohomish County Council has placed 
Harvey Airfield and the surrounding Urban 
Growth Area on the endangered species list. 
If the current designation is allowed to stand, 
all future development on the airport will 
cease. If fact the current zoning calls into 
question the right for S43 to exist. The issues 
at hand are complicated but the resolution 
is simple. The Snohomish County Council 
must complete the flood plain remapping to 
correct their error! And we need everyone’s 
efforts to convince them!  

The battle for Harvey Field is about 
politics, personalities, old family rivalries, 
environmental issues, property rights, 
farmers and people who just don’t like 
airplanes. It is about a County Council 
that takes pride in the economics of Paine 
Field, yet is loath to understand the pending 
disaster should the growth of Harvey 
Field be restricted. It is about a Planning 
Department that has allowed its personal 
beliefs to become part of the decision making 
process. And it’s about dead fish. 

I apologize for that last remark . . . I 
do consider myself to be sensitive to the 
environment. The current wrangling over the 
airport has to do with its physical proximity 
to a flood plain. The terms to consider are 
“Floodway Fringe” that allows for airfield 
and industrial development and “Density 
Fringe” which is an agricultural designation, 
restricts development and prohibits industrial 
use. As I understand the problem, after the 
new Density Fringe designation for the 
airport was imposed the County discovered 
that “revisions to the flood plain maps . . . 
would be required”. The County Council 
directed staff to submit to FEMA, the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, in 
September of 2005 a remapping request. It is 
called a Conditional Letter of Map Revision 
(CLOMR). 

FEMA was sued by and lost to the 
National Wildlife Federation and the 
Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility. Now, to return the Airport 
and UGA industrial area to the previous 
designation consideration must be given to 
the fish habitat. Will the proposed changes 
cause the loss (or take) of a listed species? 
It is called a Biological Assessment (BA). 
The County Council directed Planning and 
Development Services (PDS) to prepare a 
new Conditional Letter of Map Revision 
(CLOMR) using hydraulic simulations 

Harvey Field (S43) Endangered Species! 
(Immediate Action Required)

formulated under Alternative #5 in late 2005. 
(Yes, there were 4 previous considerations). 
The preliminary estimate of cost according to 
Mr. Craig Ladiser, PDS Director, in a memo 
dated April 26, 2007 ranged from $110,000 
to $200,000. 

And this is where the process takes on a 
political life of its own. I received a call from 
Mr. Ladiser, PDS Director, on Thursday, 
July 26th, 2007. He told me that he now 
estimates the cost of this project may well 
reach $500,000. That is a 5 fold increase 
in just 90 days. He stated that he does not 
believe that the County should assume such 
a financial burden for a privately owned 
airport. (Note, the County has made inquiries 
to the FAA regarding funding availability 
for the purchase of Harvey Field). Mr. 
Ladiser also suggested that a vote by the 
Snohomish “City” Council requesting that 
the County discontinue further funding the 
. . . CLOMR is somehow relevant. (Harvey 
Field is located in Snohomish County, not 
the City of Snohomish).When I suggested 
to Mr. Ladiser Harvey Field might become 
a Federal entity, he said, “Good, then they 
can pay for it.”

In the third paragraph above I stated 
that, “revisions to the development 
criteria . . . would be required”. There is 
an interesting side note to all of this that 
remains unanswered. The County had the 
authority not to apply Density Fringe to the 
Harvey Airfield (i.e. the South Snohomish 
UGA) landowners. Who takes the ultimate 
responsibility for creating this problem in 
the first place? It could have been a simple 
oversight . . . a mistake. Regardless, the 
County Council in September 2005 directed 
PDS to fix this problem. 

The Snohomish County PDS did draft 
sometime in 2006 a Biological Assessment 
asking FEMA for technical assistance. 
Recall this is about the “take” (dead fish) 
that might result should S43 wish to add the 
FAA suggested safety overrun areas to its 
runway. The response came from Mr. Mark 
G. Eberlein, FEMA Regional Environmental 
Officer, on February 21, 2007. He states, 
“In general, the document (submitted by 
the County PDS) conflicts between having 
some effect and having no effect”. In other 
words the documentation in the County’s 
“trial balloon” was not well researched. So 
here we are years after the County Council 
directed PDS to do its job and now we have 
uproar from the community activists.

And that is when I ask myself who are 
the activists, the Stewards of the Land and 

how they came to be. They are a professional 
looking well funded media campaign 
against the airport. Their brochures contain 
several inaccuracies including a picture 
of flooded property that is not even part 
of the airport master plan. They claim 
that the airport wants to expand when in 
reality the runway length will be shortened. 
But what I find most disturbing are the 
photographs and statements associated with 
our elected officials siding with this special 
interest group. They are Aaron Reardon, 
Snohomish County Executive, John Lovick, 
WA State Representative, Steve Hobbs, WA 
State Senator, Hans Dunshee, WA State 
Representative and Rick Bart, Snohomish 
County Sheriff. 

Paine Field is about to explode into 
the next Boeing Field. As with BFI, the 
growth of corporate aircraft and the soon 
to come commercial passenger service will 
force many to seek alternate airports . . . 
for operations and storage. The Washington 
Pilots Association supports the growth and 
excitement surrounding Paine Field. But, 
unless the Snohomish County Council is 
willing to develop a new “from scratch” 
airport we expect a renewed effort to allow 
Harvey Airfield to complete and implement 
its master plan. This is about the future of 
airports, the next 30 years of growth and 
what is best for our transportation system. 

The following names and email addresses 
are those responsible for correcting this 
problem. If you do not want to lose another 
airport please send them your thoughts. 
District 1 John Koster
John.Koster@co.snohomish.wa.us

District 2 Kirke Sievers
Kirke.Sievers@co.snohomish.wa.us
District 3 Gary Nelson
Gary.Nelson@co.snohomish.wa.us
District 4 Dave Gossett
Dave.Gossett@co.snohomish.wa.us
District 5 Dave Somers
Dave.Somers@co.snohomish.wa.us

Harvey Field is an essential public 
facility protected by State Law under the 
Growth Management Act (GMA) and by 
Snohomish County Airport Compatibility 
Ordinance No 04-125. It is one of five 
airports within Puget Sound designated 
as a reliever airport for Seattle-Tacoma 
International Airport. WSDOT projects a 
44% growth in General Aviation Activity 
over the next 30 years. 

For those WPA members on the eastside 
consider the impact if Spokane City-County 
Council voted to close Felts Field (SFF). 
Where would your 345 aircraft go? What 
airport would absorb the 61,900 annual 
operations? How would your community deal 
with the loss of 250 jobs and $16,477,517 in 
Annual Economic Activity? Harvey Field has 
333 aircraft and 139,160 annual operations 
and represents 446 jobs and $22,274,447 in 
Annual Economic Activity. Paine Field has 
615 aircraft, 149,220 operations with 905 
jobs and $68,776,914 in Annual Economic 
Activity (excludes Boeing Aircraft Co.). 
The source of the economic data is WSDOT 
and the based aircraft and operations data 
are produced by Aeronautical Information 
Services, 5110 Airport Master Records and 
Reports. 
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WPA Chapters
Around the State

Get Involved with 
WPA!

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar 
on the airport. Contact Warren Walz via 
email at www@wncpa.com

CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam 
County chapter meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month at Rite Bros (FBO) 
at Port Angeles Fairchild International 
Airport (CLM). Meetings begin at 7:00 
pm, and all are welcome. For more info 
on the Clallam County chapter, contact 
Gary Johnson at 360-452-2340.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current 
meeting schedules, please contact Harley 
Howell, Jr., (509) 684-2105, email swift-
flight@ultraplix.com

DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meet-
ings are usually held on the fourth Friday 
of the month at the Deer Park Administra-
tion Building located near the south end of 
the airport. Meetings begin with a potluck 
dinner at 6:30 pm, with chapter business 
at 7:15 pm and a special guest at 8:00 
pm. Please contact Bill Moore at (509) 
991-6133 or moore3@ix.netcom.com for 
additional information.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River chap-
ter meets for dinner at 7:00 pm on the third 
Friday of each month from September 
through June at the quonset hut at 790 Pe-
rimeter Road at Renton Airport (that’s the 
first building north of the control tower). 
For more information on the Green River 
chapter, email Daryl Hickman at flying-
seattle@yahoo.com.

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of the month, April through Oc-
tober at 9:00 am in Hangar 15 on Harvey 
Field. November thru March we meet 
before the movie at “Harvey Field Night at 
the Movies,” with meetings starting at 5:30 
pm, and those attending encouraged to stay 
for the movie. For more information con-
tact Greg Hunter at (206) 363-7925

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound chapter meets every second 
Thursday of the month (except during 
June, July and August), at 7:00 pm on the 
second floor of the old Port of Bellingham 
administration building, at Bellingham 
International Airport (BLI). For more 
info on the North Sound chapter, contact 
Wayne Landis at (360) 647-8206, email 
landiswg@comcast.net.

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUN-
TY - The Okanogan & Ferry County
chapter meets on the third Thursday
of the month alternating between Oka-
nogan and Tonasket. To confirm meet-
ing details, contact John Townsley 
at (509) 422-6382, email rtownsley@
communitynet.org.

OLYMPIA SOUTH SOUND - The Olym-
pia Chapter meets on the 4th Wednesday 
of each month at the Volare Cafe Italiano, 
on the Olympia Airport, west side. The 
meeting’s time is 6 pm for dinner and 
conversation, 7 pm for programs. Contact 
Mark Johnson, President, at markjohn-
son4@comcast.net, 360-754-9622 or El-
lie Heston, Secretary at irish_cubflyer@
yahoo.com

PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets every Saturday morning at 10:00 
am for a fly out lunch. Just show up at the 
Regal FBO. For more information on the 
Paine Field chapter activities, visit their 
website (accessible from the main WPA 
website at www.wpaflys.org), or contact 
Kevin Kelly 425-353-7810, email presi-
dent@wpa-paine.org.

GREATER SEATTLE - The Greater 
Seattle chapter meets on the third tuesday 
of the month, at 7:00 pm in Room 110 

of the Boeing Field terminal building, 
7277 Perimeter Road. Please visit their 
website (accessible from the main WPA 
website at www.wpaflys.org), or contact 
Colleen Turner (425) 306-7391, email 
colleen_turner@comcast.net.

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter generally 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month, starting at 7:00 pm, at the Pearson 
Air Museum on Pearson Field (VUO), in 
Vancouver. For more information on the 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter, please 
contact Bob Brown at (360) 607-5060.

SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner at 
Marie Callander’s Restaurant, beginning 
at 6:00 pm. (Meeting details are subject 
to change - please call first to check). The 
chapter also conducts a monthly fly-out 

on the Saturday morning following the 
chapter meeting, weather permitting. For 
more information, contact Gary White 
at 509-891-6473, or email gcwhite1@
earthlink.net

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at 6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, loca-
tion TBD. For meeting details and more 
info, contact Fred Winge at (360) 289-
4189, email fwinge@techline.com.

WENATCHEE - Email Scott Morrison 
at pioneerautorepair@verizon.net for 
further information.

YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the last
Friday of the month. For meeting
location and other details, contact Ola 
Vestad at (509) 965-2681, email viking@
wolfenet.com.

WANTED
Attorney at Law

The Washington Pilots Association (WPA) is seeking an Attorney with 
a strong background in Aviation Law to serve as our Legal Council.

We are asking for this individual to serve as advisor to the President, 
The Executive Committee, and the Board of Directors with regard to 
questions of law, legislative matters, the interpretation of the Articles 
of Incorporation and By-laws of the Association.

The individual will be asked to attend the Annual General Meeting of 
the Association and other meetings as requested by the President, 
Executive Committee, or the Board of Directors.

Anyone interested in serving may contact me directly by going to our 
website at www.wpafl ys.org. Click on contacts and send me a brief 
note.

John F. Dobson, President 
Washington Pilots Association 

July 27, 2007  The 2007-2009 biennium 
is off to a good start with the Washington State 
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) 
Aviation awarding $1.3 million in state 
grants to 44 airports for 88 different projects. 
Even better - of that $1.3 million, WSDOT 
is using approximately $219,000 to leverage 
$8.4 million in federal funds. Airports also 
contribute a required 2.5% local match to 
federal funds for their specific projects. 
Therefore, the combination of state, federal 
and local match funds brings the grand 
project total for this round of grants to more 
than $10 million. 

Funding Breakdown:
State:  $1,334,703.28
Federal:  $8,424,799.85
Local Match:  $360,927.09
Total:  $10,135,155.22 

WSDOT Places High 
Priority on Pavement 
Projects at Smaller Airports

Consistent with other grant rounds, 
WSDOT focused most of its funds - 
approximately $701,000 - towards pavement 
projects at smaller Washington airports. 
As revealed in the most recent Airport 
Pavement Management System report, 
23% of Washington airport pavements 
have deteriorated to the point where costly 
reconstruction or even rehabilitation is 
needed. For the rest of the airport pavements, 
preventative maintenance is required to 
avoid such costly repair. Through its grant 
program, WSDOT aims to fund more crucial 
pavement projects in order to benefit the 
state's overall air transportation system. 

More interesting facts about this first 
round of 07-09 grants: 
• Represents the highest number of airports 
awarded and most number of projects. 
• Forty-five airports applied / 44 funded - 

WSDOT to Fund $1.3 Million in
2007 Airport Improvement Projects

108 projects requested / 88 funded. 
• More airports are beginning projects 
identified through WSDOT funded airport 
layout plans and pavement maintenance 
reports completed in 2006. 

WSDOT anticipates awarding a similar 
amount during its second round of 2007-2009 
Local Airport Aid Grants in April 2008. The 
department will solicit applications for that 
round during February and March 2008. 

View the complete list of 2007-2009 

projects at www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/
WSDOT2007AirportGrants.htm .

For more information, contact Aviation 
Construction Project Managers, Eric Johnson 
(360) 651-6303, or Jeff Kvamme (360) 651-
6304.
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By Dave Lucke, VP East
There will  be two, (and maybe 

three), safety seminars this fall in Eastern 
Washington.  The first will be in Deer Park 
on October 20, the second will be in Yakima 
on October 27.  The subject matter will be 
the new FAA WINGS program and runway 
incursions.  The third program MIGHT be 
in Wenatchee the following week.  Check 
the WPAFLYS.ORG website and the Deer 
Park, Yakima, and Wenatchee pages to get 
details on time and location.  The program 
material is under development.

Many pilots have participated in the 
FAA WINGS program over the last several 
years.  This program has emphasized the fact 
that pilot education and continued training 
reduces accidents.  Pilots who participate in 
the FAA WINGS programs have far fewer 
accidents than those who do not participate in 
some type of continuing training program.

The new program will emphasize 
pilot proficiency.  Feel free to visit the 
FAASAFETY.GOV website and register.  
Registration on the website will get you 
updates on safety seminars within a specified 
radius of your address.

There will be no more notices in the 
mail about FAA training.  You must register 
and give an email address to be notified of 
these activities.

Also on the website is a link to a short 
video that will explain the new FAA WINGS 
program.  Pilots and flight instructors 
participating in the program must be 
registered with FAASAFETY.GOV.

Airport closures due to encroachment 
are not the big problem on this side of the 

By Dave Lucke, VP East
There will  be two, (and maybe 

From the Dry Side of the State…

The crowds are ecstatic and demand repeat performance next 
year.

The Spokane Chapter of the WPA is very fortunate to have several 
accomplished musicians among the membership.  This photo was 
taken during the standing room only performance at the Arlington EAA 
gathering.

From left to right, Debbie Dickerson is playing the guitar.  Debbie is 
an accomplished Maule pilot and past president of the Spokane WPA.  
Next is Paul Dickerson.  He can play any instrument with a string.  Paul 
is also past president of the Spokane WPA, holds CFI and CFII ratings.  
Next is Jack Hohner.  Jack is a WPA member and the current EAA chapter 
president.  Jack is building some kind of airplane with a snowmobile 
engine on the front.  He is also a brilliant physicist and rocket surgeon.  
Next is Marian Heale, the gifted clarinetist.  Marian fl ies a Citabria and 
is building a Fly Baby.

So we have a lot of talent over here in the dry part of the state.

Spokane WPA Symphony 
performs at Arlington

state that they are on the west side but we 
do have our growth related challenges.  The 
WSDOT / Aviation Director, John Sibold, 
gave a very good presentation at our most 
recent board meeting in Yakima.  He made 
it very clear that it is up to the cities and 
counties to enforce the law regarding zoning 
around airports.

At Spokane International Airport there 
have been some problems with developers 
wanting to build non-conforming facilities 
in the runway approaches but the building 
permits have been denied based on zoning 
restrictions.  The airport has also been 
purchasing property adjacent to the airport 
in order to allow only facilities that conform 
to the zoning around the airport.

Felts Field in Spokane hosted the 
Northwest Bi-Plane Fly In over the weekend 
of July 21 and it was very well attended.  Did 
you know that KSFF has the world’s largest 
population of flying Stearman aircraft ????   
Feel free to go to NWBIPLANE.COM for 
more information.  

Special thanks to Penni Loomis at 
Partners Aviation in Deer Park for hosting 
a breakfast on July 21 for the Bi-Plane 
participants and the general public.  Things 
like this give general aviation very good face 
time with the public.

Saturday, August 4 the Spokane chapter 
took some kids from the Hutten settlement 
up to Cavanaugh Bay at Priest Lake for the 
day.  These are kids who do not have the 
benefit of a home environment with which 
most of us are familiar.  They really enjoy 
the day with the WPA at Priest Lake.

We continue to write letters to our 
Senators telling them our position on the 
Senate bill to fund the FAA for the next 
several years.  Specifically, user fees are a 
big subject of discussion.  We continue to 

emphasize that the existing framework for 
funding the FAA and modernization of the air 
traffic control system is adequate.  The FAA 
will spend more money to collect the user 
fees than it would receive from the fee.

 Editor's Note: This article originally appeared in the July 27, 2007 edition of the Deer Park Gazette.
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HARVEY FIELD (S43)
SNOHOMISH, WA
(360) 568-6894

Since 1944

Harvey Field off ers a full-range of services for fi xed-wing 
and rotor-wing aircraft and is home to Snohomish Flying 

Service, Skydive Snohomish and Buzz Inn Restaurant. 
At Harvey Field you can do it all:

• Learn to Fly
• Improve your Flying Skills

• Top the Tanks
• Rent an Aircraft

• Skydive!
• Enjoy a Good Meal

• Share Flying Stories with Other Pilots
• Aircraft Maintenance and Repair

• Aircraft Hangar Rentals

www.harveyfield.com

By Kevin T. Kelly
President, WPA Paine Field Chapter and Director, Aviation Academy

As I mentioned before, sharing the gift of flight is one of the greatest things that we 
as pilots can do. Teaching our youth about aviation careers and opportunities can go far 
beyond one fun flight; it can ensure the future of aviation, and bring a better understanding 
of aviation to those who may not take to the sky later in life. It is this program that got me 
involved in the WPA when my son took the class several years ago.

Our Aviation Academy program strives to connect young adults with an introductory 
knowledge of what it takes to become a pilot, mechanic, air traffic controller, or any other 
aviation-related career. The Academy is geared towards students ages 13-18, and they come 
from areas as far north as Mount Vernon and as far south as Sammamish. This year, we 
had a record high of 32 enrolled students! Eight classroom sessions, two field trips, and a 
graduation ceremony and flight make for great opportunities to learn about a wide variety 
of topics!

Introducing Aviation to the Next Generation

The first night starts with the History 
of Aviation. Paine Field Chapter Vice 
President Greg Bell covers the early 
theories of flight by the great Leonardo 
da Vinci, then moves on to Otto Lilienthal, 
and the Wright Brothers. The growth of 
aviation through World Wars I and II, the 
birth of the jet age, the space age, and 
modern day aviation, including the new 
venture into space by the civilian vehicle, 
SpaceShipOne, is discussed.

The next class covers the Four Forces of 
Flight. Taught by Master CFI Dave Wheeler, 
the principles of flight are explained and 
demonstrated. Dave also covers the cockpit 
instrumentation used by pilots to guide 
them through the various phases of flight, 
and shows how each of the instruments 
work. Dave also discussed the different pilot 
ratings and the requirements for each, and he 
talked about what the airlines look for in new 
pilots who are applying for flying jobs.

The first field trip of the class took 
the students around Paine Field to visit 
the Museum of Flight Restoration Center, 
the Paine Field Fire Department, and an 
up-close look at the runways and taxiways 
at the airport. Paine Field Operations 
Specialist Julie Close did a wonderful job 
shuttling around 29 of our students in three 
groups to all of the locations around the 
airport. We couldn’t do the tour without 
her incredible support on a Saturday 
morning!

Powered flight can’t happen without the 
energy produced by radial, reciprocating, 
or jet engines on the airplane. Jim Faustina 
brings his years of aircraft maintenance 
experience at Goodrich Aviation Technical 
Services to the class to teach the students 
about how the different methods of producing 
aircraft thrust work. Just for fun, Jim shows 
photos of what not to do with aircraft in order 
to keep them in working condition!

Making the Go/No Go decision is 
the most important thing that a pilot does 
during pre-flight planning, and weather is 
one of the factors involved in that decision. 
2007 Flight Instructor of the Year Carolyn 
Moeller once again walked the students 
through the weather seasons of the year and 
related the impacts of weather on the phases 
of flight, and the dangers involved.

Navigation through today’s complex 
airspace is accomplished with help from Air 
Traffic Control. On hand to explain airspace, 
communications, and traffic patterns were 
Paine Field Tower controllers Jeremy Noble 
and Sarah Humphreys. Aside from guiding 
the students through an exercise called 
“You Are the Controller,” Jeremy and Sarah 
answered numerous questions pertaining 
to controller education requirements, FAA 
salaries, and retirement age.

The second field trip introduced 
the students to commercial aviation and 
the new advances in technology that are 
being applied to the new Boeing aircraft. 
The tour of the Future of Flight Aviation 
Center included a chance to provide 
input on airline cabin configurations in 
the Passenger Experience Center. The 
students also took the tour into the Boeing 
production facility to view the 777 line and 
see the new 787 line that is due to begin 
production shortly.

Flying is fun, but a pilot will eventually 
need to find somewhere to go and land. The 
principles of navigation provide a sound 
foundation for finding one’s way around 
the sky, and Paine ChapterPast-President 
Robert Hamilton once again used his talents 
to show useful information in a multimedia 
formats. Robert related the terminology 
used in aviation today to the traditions and 
methods used in nautical navigation for 
centuries. What’s the difference between 
a map and a chart? If you want to know, 
Robert’s your source!

Putting navigation together with chart-
reading, the students learn the techniques 
of cross-country flight planning in order 
to travel to another airport along a route 
of flight. This year’s students picked up 
the various aspects of flight planning very 
quickly, and enjoyed using the tools of the 
trade: a pencil, a plotter, and an E6B flight 
computer. They “fly” from Paine Field, to 
Arlington Municipal, and on to Skagit/Bay 
View.

The following aviation professionals 
lent their time and experiences to our 
Career Night: Dave Wheeler, Northwest 
Aviation Center; Reinhart Jung, Reid-
Middleton; Lt. Charles Coursey, NAS 
Whidbey Island; Darryl Plata, Goodrich 
Aviation Technical Services; Chuck Jung, 
Civil Air Patrol; Chale Salas, Big Bend 
Community College; Padraig Maloney, 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University; 
and Art Mack, retired Boeing engineer.

The Aviation Academy culminated in the graduation ceremony and flights during the 
General Aviation Day & The Taste of Mukilteo festivities.

A program such as ours cannot be possible with the incredible support of all of the 
volunteers mentioned above, as well as the support of Dave Waggoner and the Paine Field 
staff each year. Through Aviation Academy, we hope to continue our aviation legacy, and 
produce friends of aviation for years to come.

Happy Flying! 
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By Debbie Dickerson,
WPA Spokane Chapter

Lower Granite State Airstrip, 00W, is nestled at the base of a canyon on the banks 
of the Snake River near Colfax, Idaho with the Lower Granite Dam just ¼ mile north. 
The airstrip is packed gravel and is 3400 x 50 feet (runways 14 and 32). With a 720 
foot elevation, it is a good introduction and practice for mountain flying. The south 
approach is over the dam and the north approach is over the river with the walls of the 
narrow canyon crowding in on both sides. It seems to have a weather system all its 
own with warmer temperatures during the day than the surrounding area and frequent 
afternoon wind and thunderstorms.  

In 2005, Tom Morris of the Spokane WPA, suggested we adopt the airstrip. With 
its close proximity to Spokane he felt it would be a convenient weekend get-away 
for local pilots. He told us about Boyer Park that abuts the airstrip. Boyer Park is a 
sprawling, green park shaded by huge trees overlooking the Snake River that meanders 
through the canyon and provides a kaleidoscope of activity; from pleasure boats, 
fishing boats, paddle wheel steamers, and huge barges.  There is a small marina and 
a smaller hotel complete with a restaurant and store. The RV Park has spacious spots. 
There’s even a swimming area with a sandy beach! As if that weren’t enough, there is 
a paved bike path that follows the river to the dam that has a beautiful visitor’s center 
and fish ladder. It is fun to watch the boats traverse the locks. 

The only problem with the airstrip was the rough, loose graveled surface that was 
hard on propellers and air frames alike.  WPA’s first work party was May of 2005. We 
put in new tie downs and put up a brand new wind sock. Plans were made to begin 
raising money and soliciting financial support from the county and state.   In 2006, 
with a lot of work on the part of the WPA under the leadership of Tom Morris and Al 
Gilson, the money was obtained to resurface the runway. No more loose gravel!!

Then on a beautiful, 
sunny day in early May 
of 2007 yet another work 
party was organized. 
Several members of 
t he  Spokane  WPA 
showed up including 
Tom Morr is ,  Jer ry 
Bauer, Duane Lukan, 
Gary White, Al Gilson, 
Jerry Bauer with two 
of his co-workers, Bill 
Jackman, and Paul and 
Debbie Dickerson. Jim 
Scott stopped in from 
the State. Bud Nevers 
flew the Moody Bible 
Aviation Club plane in. We spent the day clearing some of the waist-deep grass 
adjoining the airstrip to create steps and a path from the airstrip to the park. We laid 
black plastic and gravel on the path and bordered it with railroad ties. Some of the 
men worked on clearing and securing the wind sock. Tom reports that he checked the 
trail in July and weed-whacked the border. It was in perfect shape. 

If you haven’t experienced this hidden gem, fly in for a weekend of great fishing, 
boating, flying, eating, swimming, napping, biking, walking, telling hangar stories 
– it’s all here.

Lower Granite State Airstrip:

A Well Kept Secret
By Rebecca Desmon
WPA Membership Director

Last week 30 airplanes from the Puget 
Sound Antique Airplane Club converged 
upon Pearson Field in Vancouver and 
embarked upon a week-long Air Tour of 
eastern Washington and Oregon. Four 
vintage Stearmans were joined by a Howard 
DGA 15P, assorted Cubs, Champs and 
L-Birds, Cessnas old and new, one shiny 
Navion and others. 

Enthusiasm was high as we enjoyed a 
nice breakfast in the Pearson Museum, then 
launched down the Columbia Gorge for 
Hood River. We had a sneak peek and lunch 
at Terry Brandt’s soon-to-open Western 
Antique Aeroplane & Automobile Museum. 
Wow, what a collection, and they all fly!! We 
meandered through the Gorge on our way 
to Martin Field in Walla Walla, where city 
fathers had requested fly-bys to announce 
our arrival. Dick and Wilma Cheney were 
marvelous hosts to us, and all the people 
who came flocking out to see the planes. It 
was such a treat to talk to people so enthused 
about airplanes! Thanks to a Stearman ride 
graciously given by Jim Cawley, there is 
one 16-year old girl who will be learning to 
fly soon. She was grinning almost as much 
at the 87-year old lady who took a ride in 
another Stearman; she hadn’t flown since 
being trained by the CPT before WWII. Both 
were utterly delighted.

The next morning found us tooling over 
the mountains to Baker City, gazing down 
in awe at the ruts left by the Oregon Trail 
wagons 150 years ago. Such determination 
and spirit! Airport manager Mel Cross and 
city officials gave us a rousing welcome, 
and we had a lovely reception in the 
historic Geiser Grand Hotel, complete 
with resident ghost. Mel has worked hard 
to keep and improve this airport, and it’s a 
real undiscovered gem. After skirting some 
forest fires, we went onward to Joseph 
and Enterprise, and the stunning Wallowa 
Mountains. The folks at Enterprise pulled 
out all the stops, gave us the keys to the city 
and the city car, and blocked off Main Street 
to feed us dinner and enjoy some music. 
Local pilots showed us their hidden treasures 
of airplanes, vintage cars and vintage farm 
equipment.

Our last leg took us to Prosser, and red-

Flying High with the Puget 
Sound Antique Airplane Club

carpet treatment from the Port of Benton 
gentlemen. With their help, we taxied a 
Stearman on the city streets over to a new 
winery, Airfield Estates, and put it on display 
while having a winery tour and reception. 
Mike Miller and family have created an 
aviation delight with the winery building, 
runway markings outside and aviation 
themes on all the bottles. Oh, and the wine 
is pretty darn good too! We gave some rides 
and installed more delighted smiles. The 
next day, as the antique airplanes waggled 
their wings farewell, five Navions came in 
to land, and enjoyed Prosser for the rest of 
the weekend. It’s turning into a real winery 
destination area, and the locals were just 
delighted to have all of us there. It was a 
marvelous week of air touring.

At every stop, I talked to kids, grownups, 
reporters, photographers, city officials, 
school teachers, and local pilots. A few 
things became perfectly clear. America is 
still excited and enthralled by airplanes 
and aviation; people still look to the sky 
with yearning and want to learn to fly. 
While the 12-year old is discovering all the 
possibilities the world holds, the Korean 
veteran yearns to fulfill a lifelong dream. 
And with encouragement and support, 
they’ll both achieve their goal. As we seek 
to increase the number of pilots, and garner 
support for America’s airports and aviation 
infrastructure, there is no substitute for 
direct contact. Taking the time to talk to 
someone face-to-face, informing, educating 
and listening, is invaluable. In this one week 
alone, we generated so much support and 
enthusiasm for aviation just by flying in 
and talking to people. At least three people 
will learn to fly because of our efforts, and 
several city officials, reporters and lots of 
regular folks are on the bandwagon to help 
fight the FAA funding/user fee issue. They 
also better understand the value of their local 
airport and the need to protect it.

This is what we all need to be doing. 
Everywhere we go with our airplanes, we 
need to reach out and talk to people about 
all the good things aviation has to offer. That 
is how we will continue to grow and protect 
aviation in America. Encourage others and 
help pass on your love of flying, and keep us 
all free to fly for generations to come.

Stearmans parked at Western Antique Aeroplane & Automobile Museum in Hood River

The “Sotted Camel” – an airplane made of wine barrels at Airfield Estates Winery in 
Prosser

JOIN WPA
WPA is working on behalf of general aviation in the state of Washington.

Please Join us.
BENEFITS OF WPA MEMBERSHIP

•  WPA WORKS LOCALLY & STATEWIDE TO 
PRESERVE YOUR RIGHT TO FLY

•  WPA IS YOUR VOICE WHEN LOBBYING 
GOVERNMENT ON STATE AND LOCAL 
AVIATION ISSUES

•  WPA PROVIDES AIRPORT ADVOCACY, 
MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION

•  WPA WINGS SUBSCRIPTION INCLUDED
•  LOCAL WPA CHAPTERS & ACTIVITIES
•  TRAINING & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

•  CONNECT WITH OTHER PILOTS IN YOUR 
AREA & ACROSS THE STATE

•  FREE USE OF RUSTIC, FLY-IN CABIN IN THE 
SAN JUAN ISLANDS

•  ACCESS TO GROUP HEALTH CREDIT UNION 
MEMBERSHIP

•  DISCOUNTS ON GA NEWS AND PILOT 
GETAWAYS PUBLICATIONS

•  AND MORE!

Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960
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WPA WINGS MEMBER CLASSIFIED ADS
Classified ads are FREE to WPA members, on a space-available basis.  Send 
your classified ads to wpawings@wpaflys.org.  Please limit your classified ad 
to a maximum of 75 words.  Maximum one ad per member, one photo per ad.  
We reserve the right to edit ads for size and content.

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
By Dave Desmon, WPA VP West

As I look at the state of Aviation in the Northwest, it reminds me of the old Clint 
Eastwood western, the Good, the Bad & the Ugly.

The Good – First the GOOD news – WPA is growing.  We have a new Chapter in 
Olympia.  We have many other strong Pilot Groups in the area, for instance, the Bremerton 
Pilots Association, the Cascade Warbirds, the Puget Sound Antique Airplane Club, the 
Northwest Bonanza Society, numerous EAA Chapters, and many more.  We have a strong 
schedule of flying events every summer.   (OK, the winters are a different story – but that’s 
another article!)

Speaking of good news, Rebecca & I just returned from the Washington Antique 
Air Tour, organized by PSAAC, where we and the crews of 29 other old flying machines 
flew around Eastern Washington and Oregon, spreading the gospel according to Wilbur & 
Orville. The great news is that in small town America, people still think airplanes are cool.   
They ask you to fly down Main Street, they cheer when you do a fly-by, they come out to 
the airport with their kids to see you, they put on pancake breakfasts, hot dog lunches, and 
BBQ dinners for you, and they absolutely love it when you take their kids up for an airplane 
ride, even if they do get upside down a time or two.  

One day soon, the first American to walk on the surface of Mars will get his or her 
very first airplane ride.  How cool is THAT?  How would YOU like to be the Pilot who 
gave it to them?

The Bad – A Number of our NW airports are facing threats of one kind or 
another. The Blaine City Council has voted to close their airport next year. Harvey Field 
is facing serious organized opposition to their efforts to make safety improvements.  The 
Shelton City Council has approved a new housing development just off the end of the 
runway.  Pearson Field faces threats to their airspace from a new Columbia River Bridge.  

Without places to take off and land, it’s a bit difficult to spread the word!  It has been 
said that a Mile of Highway will take you a mile, but a Mile of Runway will take you 
anywhere in the world.  Our airports are the on-ramps to the airspace system and the rest 
of the world.  They are part of the nation’s transportation infrastructure, just like interstate 
highways, and they benefit ALL Americans, pilots and non-pilots alike.  (Ever get a UPS or 
FedEx Package?  They usually travel by air.)  We need to stand guard over our airports!

The Ugly – User Fees are the biggest threat GA has faced in decades.  User fees 
have virtually killed general aviation in Europe, and now the big airlines are trying to 
cram them down our throats here.  The FAA is on Capitol Hill DAILY making speeches 
to Congress about why we need user fees.  Administrator Blakey has even played 
the national security card, saying that user fees are required to integrate the National 
Airspace System and the TSA.  United Airlines is sending e-mail to frequent flyers, 
insinuating that they are subsidizing GA flying.  UAL and NW Airlines have published 
articles to that effect in their in-flight magazines.  The airlines’ industry organization, the 
ATA, produced an ad for the Airport Channel (seen in waiting areas) showing a long line 
of delayed airliners waiting on the ground, while an animated Lear Jet zips around the 
line, saying “Coming through!  I’ve got a foursome with an early tee time!” – When is 
the last time any of YOU cut to the head of a line of airliners?

GA currently pays a tax of 19.3 ¢ /gal on avgas.  The big airlines currently pay 4.3 ¢ /
gal on jet fuel.  The FAA proposal and the Senate bill, S.1300, would jack up GA’s taxes as 
much as 263% (70 ¢ /gal)  while ELIMINATING the meager tax the big airlines pay, and 
replacing it with user fees on GA!  No wonder the airlines support this idea!!   Incidentally, 
according to the GAO AND the Congressional Budget Office, these proposals would bring 
in $600 - $800 million LESS for FAA funding than simply leaving the current funding 
system alone!

Why are the airlines and the FAA pushing so hard for user fees?  The big airlines know 
that their service is lousy, security onerous, and that they often do not serve the destinations 
to which business people need to travel.  They are afraid that the first and business class 
travelers who have been paying $1500 and more per seat will jump to the new very light 
jets with direct service to their destinations, and stop lining big airline executives’ pockets.  
If the big airlines can use the government to price VLJs out of the game, they won’t have 
to compete.  For its part, the FAA would like to have control of their own revenue stream, 
by having the ability to raise their income (User Fees) any time they’ve overspent, without 
having to answer to Congress.  I’d like to be able to vote myself a pay raise, too!

User fees are a major tax break for the big airlines who have already taken advantage 
of over $37 billion in government bailouts, pension takeovers, etc.  We had a chance to 
defeat these onerous proposals in the Senate Commerce Committee in May.  The vote was 
as close as possible, 11-12 in favor of user fees, with our Senator, Maria Cantwell voting 
FOR the fees.  She could have ended it, but voted with the big airlines instead.  

The latest House bill (HR 2881) on FAA reauthorization is a step in the right direction; it 
would raise the avgas fuel tax from the current 19.3 ¢ /gal  to 24.1 ¢ /gal, maintain the 4.3 ¢ 
/gal  tax the big airlines currently pay, and have NO user fees.  The fight is far from over.  

Tune in to this issue, get educated, get active, and let your elected officials know what 
you want.  To preserve what we have in general aviation, we have to fight for it.  The US 
has the largest, safest, most efficient air transportation system in the world.  Let’s keep it 
that way.

Excellent background, talking points, contact resources and more can be found at 
www.AOPA.org, under “FAA Funding proposal”. www.aviationacrossamerica.com also 
has excellent material on the subject, and will help you compose and send a letter to 
Congress.

At the recent WPA Board Meeting in Yakima, we established 3 priorities for WPA.  
#1 – Fight User Fees!
#2 – Protect our Airports.
#3 – Build WPA’s membership. 
We need to make WPA the ONE voice of all pilots in Washington.  This will allow us 

to accomplish #1 & #2, as well as bringing all Washington pilots together.  Washington has 
pilot groups for Antiques, Warbirds, Ultralights, Bonanzas, Homebuilders, Pilots at X or Y 
Airport – WPA represents ALL Washington pilots in matters of importance to us ALL.

Clyde says “NO!” 
to user fees!


