
 
 

WPA BOARD MEETIG 
May 17, 2008 

Paine Field Airport 

 
President John Dobson called the meeting to order at 11:06. 
 

ATTEDACE:   

President, John Dobson; Vice President West, Dave Desmon; Secretary, Marjy Leggett; 
Director Airports, Tom Jensen; Director Communications, Colleen Turner; Director State 
Safety & Education, Jim Faustina; Director At Large, Les Flue; Past State President, Jim 
Smith; Website, Kevin Kelley.  
Other WPA members:   Shelton, Jack Krause; Paine Field President, Greg Bell; Greater 
Seattle Public Affairs, Joseph Bryant; Auburn/ESR Nancy Jensen; Green River President, 
Perry Chinn; Harvey President, Charles Hower. 
 

FIRST ORDER OF BUSIESS:   
Marjy Leggett was elected secretary, replacing Charles Hower.  The vote was unanimous. 
 

MIUTES:   
No minutes were available for reading.  Past secretary, Charles Hower said he would 
make them available to the president and for placement on the Web. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:   
Treasurer, Bill Reith was not present.  President John Dobson shared an e-mail message 
from the treasurer with the accounting information.  All bills are paid, all deposits up to 
May are processed, and the cash balances are:  Cascaded Checking: $518; SMCU 
Checking: $1654; SMCU MM: $14,229; SMCU LAF: $13,843.  The bottom line is that 
operationally, we are tight and cannot write the next Wings from the operating account.  
The treasurer recommended that we need to find out what the chapters owe, increase 
membership, sell advertising, and consider event sponsors. 
 
John Dobson reported the accounting is being switched over to QuickBooks.  His wife, 
Karen will handle the books, but Treasurer Bill Reith will continue to write the checks. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 WPA  Management System—Operating Guide Book 
 

 Electronic Meetings: 

A request was made by John Townsley for electronic meetings.  Les Flue will 
look into the possibility of conference meetings on line. 

 

 Sending WIGS via E-Mail 
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EW BUSIESS: 

 

 PAC (Political Action Committee) 

John Dobson led the discussion on whether to form a political action committee.  
Briefly, he summarized the situation around the state with potential loss of 
airports, then went on to explain how a Political Action Committee might serve 
WPA and Washington pilots.  WPA is a 501(c) 7 organization.  Political 
contributions are not tax deductible, but members are allowed to make 
contributions through the organization for political purposes.  WPA is the only 
group in Washington State that can advocate for General Aviation.  In the past, 
WPA spent $5000 on a lobbyist who helped with the encroachment bill. 
 
Les Flue commented that normally lobbyists lobby Legislators.  The WPA 
needs to be aggressive toward General Aviation. 
 
Tom Jensen pointed out that the name Political Action Committee “brings 
baggage in name alone.”  He suggested an airport support group to support the 
political points of saving airports. 
 
Les Flue suggested contacting the regional representative for AOPA, Mike, and 
asking him to help us form a task force. 
 
John Dobson asked for volunteers to be on the Political Committee.  Those 
volunteering were Marjy Leggett, Les Flue, Tom Jensen, and Les Flue. 
 
It was suggested that John Hollander be contacted to help think of how money 
for political action can be brought in to WPA. 
 
Jack Krause offered the services of a friend who might be willing to work as a 
WPA lobbyist. 
 
Concerns were brought up about the Chehalis/Centralia Airport.  Although it 
has been co-operated by the county and city, the county wants to relinquish its 
responsibility and some members of the City Council are considering closing it.  
The airport has a great airport manager who recently won an award for best 
state airport manager.  Les Flue encouraged forming a support group for 
Chehalis/Centralia now and offered suggestions on how to go about finding 
research about the airport, (i.e. past history, zoning, etc).  On August 2nd 
Chehalis will host a Fly-In.  This would be a good time to rally the pilots and 
form a support group. 
 

 Membership 

  Currently, there are approximately 600 members.  We need 800 to break even.  
John Dobson passed out a sheet with membership statistics and reviewed it in 
detail with those attending the meeting.  He discussed the accounting system 
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and how it is being updated.  Enrollment can now be done on the Web.  Fees 
can be accepted through cash, check, or credit card. 

 
  Chapter treasurers can now go to the Website to view payment history.  There 

they will find the amount that needs to be paid to the WPA State fund.  It was 
noted that some chapters are behind in sending their share to the State fund.   
Discussion revolved around how to increase membership.  Members and 
potential members need to be made aware of the benefits of belonging to WPA, 
such as fuel discounts, parts and service discounts, and as proponents for saving 
Washington airports.  Saving airports can be a rallying point for chapters with 
airports in danger, but that may not be as effective drawing members from areas 
whose airports do not seem to be in immediate danger of closing. 
 
It was pointed out that face to face contact works better than leaving brochures.  
Business cards were suggested as a promotional tool.  Discussion followed on 
what information the card should contain.  John Dobson proposed providing 
chapter access to a business card template on the WPA website, which would 
allow chapters to make changes easily when chapter officers change positions. 
 
Currently, 160 issues of Wings are sent to commissioners, councilmen, airport 
managers, and others.  A suggestion was made to give councilmen, 
commissioners, and others in decision-making positions copies of the AOPA 
CD by Phil Boyer on saving airports. 
 

Calendar: 

Those present lamented the lack of a calendar of events as appeared in past 
issues of Wings.  John Dobson reported that the Calendar of Events is being 
revived.  Stephanie Adams will set it up.  All events of interest to pilots are to 
be included, even if they are not WPA sponsored events.  Information about 
upcoming events should be sent to John Dobson. 
 

Sponsorship: 

 Les Flue has been able to line up a number of businesses who will offer 
discounts for WPA members.  He listed the businesses and their discounted 
services and encouraged those present to seek out additional businesses willing 
to offer discounts.  He also is looking for a pilot to provide a testimonial about 
his or her experience of using one of the vendors providing discounts.  

 
 

LATS Meeting: 

 Jack Krause asked for an update on the last LATS meeting.  John Dobson gave 
a quick overview and offered to bring Carol Moser, John Sibold, or someone 
else from the LATS Committee for a formal presentation.  Jack affirmed that a 
formal presentation would be informative. 
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Grant Agreement: 

 John Dobson discussed the WPA’s request to the State DOT/Aviation Division 
regarding airports that choose to close after accepting state grants.  He was told 
that we are not entitled to see the legal reviews of the Grant Agreement between 
the State and cities or ports.  Those agreements are between those two entities, 
only.  When airports close, the options available regarding grant contract 
commitments are: 

1. Pay back monies received from state contracts 
2. Request that the airports remain open 
3. ____ 
4. ____ 

 
Discussion centered on how we can work with the DOT to help keep airports 
open. 
 

AOUCEMETS: 

 The WAMA convention will be held in Richland during the week of May 26. 
 
 John Sibold has been asked to send a letter in writing to the Port of Kennewick 

Commission reiterating his request to hold off a decision to close Vista Field until 
the LATS study is completed. 

 

FLYIG ACTIVITIES: 

 Rachel Hanson and her husband John are planning an Aviation Training Fair. 
 
 An Inland Empire training event was proposed with possibilities of an egress tank.  

Options are for the fair to be held at Felts Field or Fairchild Air Force Base.  If it is 
held at Fairchild, offering pilots training in the hyperbolic chamber might be an 
option.  There were no objections to the event from those present. 

 
 Shelton is also hosting an event. 
 
 Nancy Jensen passed out a flyer inviting everyone to attend the Green River Poker 

Run and Fly-In Barbecue June 28, 2008 starting at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Fly Washington: 

 John Dobson suggested hosting a Fly Washington event modeled after a similar 
event in another state. Pilots would be issued a “Passport” which they would 
take to each of the designated airports in the state to have stamped.  Upon 
completion of the “Passport,” pilots would receive a t-shirt with the state of 
Washington depicting all 139 airports.  

 
   As an alternative, Jim Smith suggested asking for a $200 donation from each 
FBO and offering a leather bomber jacket to the first 20 who finish their 
“passports” and entering the rest of those who complete the “passport” in a 
drawing for the remaining 20 leather bomber jackets. 
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ADJOURMET: 

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 
 
         Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
         Marjy Leggett 
         Secretary 
 
 


