
September 23, 2014

Mr. Randall S. Fiertz
Director, Office of Airport Compliance and Management Analysis
Federal Aviation Administration
800 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC  20591

RE: DOCKET NUMBER FAA-2014-0463 POLICY ON THE MANAGEMENT USE OF AIRPORT HANGARS

Mr. Fiertz;

The Washington Pilots Association (WPA) is an all-volunteer organization of over 1,000 pilots statewide
in 20 chapters. Since 1960, our mission has been to advance the interests of General Aviation in
Washington State through advocacy, outreach, education and social activities.

Please accept the following comments on behalf of the Washington Pilots Association Board of Directors
regarding hangar utilization on airports receiving federal funding.

WPA appreciates the intent of the FAA to provide a policy that gives guidance in an area that has been
the subject of misunderstanding and in some cases abuse, both on the part of airports and their tenants.

The Association believes that a hangar on a federally funded airport is for aeronautical use, and we
concur that without the appropriate approval, a hangar that is entirely used for non-aeronautical
purposes is not the proper use of airport land. WPA is asking the FAA to consider all phases of
construction of an aircraft to be an aeronautical use. There are few ways to more fully embrace aviation
than to build your own aircraft and to fly it. WPA acknowledges respects and supports our members
who respond to that challenge. Further, amateur-built aircraft are the birthplace of innovation in our
industry, the first composite aircraft and the first using glass panels were amateur-built. Out of this
source of innovation comes much that improves safety and efficacy of flight. If aviation is to thrive, this
environment of innovation must be supported and encouraged.

From the time that a builder tapes a drawing of their goal on the wall, until the time they taxi away from
the hangar in a completed aircraft, they are producing effort that is engaged in aeronautical use.
Further, the support and education of the builder is best served by the proximity and access of other
builders and mechanics that are gathered on an airport. This critical mass of expertise is one of the best
assurances of a safe, successful outcome.

WPA is aware of the pride that a tenant takes, whether owning or leasing, in their hangar, and in turn,
their airport. Our members consider the hangar worthy of the effort to make a safe and comfortable
place – both to store, maintain or build an aircraft and to flight plan or even share their flying
experiences with other pilots. The hangar is where a pilot’s most deeply rooted personal ownership is
invested in the airspace system. With this in mind, WPA suggests modification of the current proposed



rule to recognize that any hangar that is configured to allow simple straight-forward insertion and
removal of their aircraft to be the criteria for determining aeronautical use. Various ancillary functions,
including flight planning, maintenance of records, or even hangar-flying all encourage and support a
more robust general aviation environment and in turn support our country’s aviation and airport
infrastructure.

WPA sees that an increasing share of its membership is involved with hangars that are privately owned
and built via land lease from an obligated airport. This is especially true as revenue-generating projects
fall more and more to funding by airports rather than federally funded via the Airport Improvement
Program (AIP). Airports, therefore, turn to private individuals and companies to build hangars for their
own use. Once built, these owners view these hangars as their personal property and and may use them
with a broader mix of aeronautical and non-aeronautical use. We agree with our members’ perspective
and encourage the rulemaking accommodate this.

WPA further encourages revision of the proposed rules to include and recognize as aeronautical usage
for those hangars associated with ballooning, seaplanes, ski-planes, ultralights, gliders and sky diving. All
of these are recognized aspects of aviation and should be specifically mentioned in the proposed rule as
aeronautical use regardless of the presence of an airplane.

Sincerely,

Washington Pilots Association Board of Directors


