
Jim Smith, WPA President
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Hello Flyers, Springtime…finally!
It seems like it was never going to get here.  But it

is time to dust off those planes and flying skills.  Biennial
flight reviews don’t need to be every two years.  Please
make recurrent training something you do every year if
not every quarter.

To put my money where my mouth is, I will give a
free flight review to the first person who emails me at
JimSmithCFI@msn.com.  They provide the plane and
we will meet at Paine Field.  The other caveat is that
they must still be current.

Newbies on the Board
There are three new people serving the Board.  First

we have Rebecca Desmon who will be handling the
position of Membership Director.  Rebecca has an
extensive background in aviation and roots in both
eastern and western Washington.  She is also a fellow
CFI.

Joining us from the Spokane Chapter of WPA is Jeff Renfrow.  Jeff has been very
active over there and will now bring his talents to the state level as Safety and Education
Director.  But the deciding factors that made me appoint him was that he is a fellow
Bonanza driver as well as a fellow musician.  Someday we may put together a WPA band!

The third appointment is someone who has served us for many years as Membership
Director…Joe Bryant.  We could always count on Joe to be there and have a positive
attitude.  He will now be Public Information Officer and will work closely with the
Communications Director.

A special thanks goes out to all three ”Newbies” for stepping up to serve the General
Aviation Community.

Mike Melvill is Coming!
May 12th at the Future of Flight at Paine Field…mark the date.  I am so excited that

Washington State WPA will be privileged to have Mike Melvill from Space Ship One speak
to us at our Annual Meeting and Safety Seminar.  See below for more information about the
Annual Meeting and be sure to check the WPA Web site (http://www.wpaflys.org) for
updates.

Our safety and education seminar will be coordinated by new Director Jeff Renfrow
and will include Mountain Flying as well as Flying to Alaska.  That portion will be presented
by a member of the Medallion Foundation from Alaska.  As you can imagine, they are
experts in that field.

Speaking of Our Annual Meeting on May 12th…
We are in need of volunteers in many areas to help produce this event.  If you would

like to help out, and become a little more involved with WPA, please contact me at
JimSmithCFI@msn.com.   WPA needs you!

Travels Continue
It had been two years since I was able to attend the Spokane Chapter’s Annual meeting

and gala.  Past President Kirk Kleinholz and I flew over there for a couple days this January.
As usual, it was quite an event.  Wonderful food, wonderful company and an absolutely
great speaker!  The only downside was that I had to speak after this great speaker.

The next morning Kirk and I met with Jeff Renfrow…now our new Safety and Education
Director.  It was great to get to know Jeff over Eggs Benedict.

Kirk and I then drove up to Deer Park to meet with President Bill Moore and some of
their members.  Again, what a delightful group.

 Olympia Chapter Beyond the Embryo Stage
Mark Johnson has been working diligently (when he is in the country) laying the

groundwork for the new Olympia Chapter.  He has local FBO support as well as interest
and support from the Olympic Flight Museum.  What we need now are more members to
become Charter Members of this new WPA group.  Please email me if you are interested.
Again, my email address is JimSmithCFI@msn.com.

It Has Been a Great Ride!
With no regrets, but a tear in my eye, I conclude this last President’s message to you.

I feel privileged to have been able to serve such a wonderful organization and a great
bunch of people.  As with old soldiers, they never die…they simply fade away.  I hope that
my fading will be very slowly.  Thank you Washington State Pilots Association.  You have
been a very important part of my life.

Jim
Jim Smith, State President
Washington Pilots Association

WPWPWPWPWPA Annual MeetingA Annual MeetingA Annual MeetingA Annual MeetingA Annual Meeting
Future of Flight, Paine FieldFuture of Flight, Paine FieldFuture of Flight, Paine FieldFuture of Flight, Paine FieldFuture of Flight, Paine Field

May 12, 2007May 12, 2007May 12, 2007May 12, 2007May 12, 2007
Schedule of EventsSchedule of EventsSchedule of EventsSchedule of EventsSchedule of Events

10:30am10:30am10:30am10:30am10:30am RegistrationRegistrationRegistrationRegistrationRegistration

11:00am-12:00pm11:00am-12:00pm11:00am-12:00pm11:00am-12:00pm11:00am-12:00pm Pilot APilot APilot APilot APilot Awwwwwararararareness Seminareness Seminareness Seminareness Seminareness Seminar
presented by Jim McDevittpresented by Jim McDevittpresented by Jim McDevittpresented by Jim McDevittpresented by Jim McDevitt

Jim McDevitt is the United States Attorney for eastern Washington.  Jim is a WPA
member, owns a Cessna 185, and likes to fly fish.  Over the past few years there has
been substantial drug activity in the area where Jim has jurisdiction.  Jim put together
the presentation as a tool to make the pilot community aware of things that they need
to be alert to as pilots and members of an airport community.  The presentation is
done along the lines of the AOPA “GA Aware” campaign.

1:00pm-2:00pm1:00pm-2:00pm1:00pm-2:00pm1:00pm-2:00pm1:00pm-2:00pm Guest Speaker Mike Melvill Guest Speaker Mike Melvill Guest Speaker Mike Melvill Guest Speaker Mike Melvill Guest Speaker Mike Melvill (see bio page 3)(see bio page 3)(see bio page 3)(see bio page 3)(see bio page 3)

2:15pm-3:45pm2:15pm-3:45pm2:15pm-3:45pm2:15pm-3:45pm2:15pm-3:45pm Mountain Flying and Flying toMountain Flying and Flying toMountain Flying and Flying toMountain Flying and Flying toMountain Flying and Flying to
Alaska presented by the MedallionAlaska presented by the MedallionAlaska presented by the MedallionAlaska presented by the MedallionAlaska presented by the Medallion
FoundationFoundationFoundationFoundationFoundation

The mission of the Medallion Foundation is to reduce aviation accidents in Alaska by
fostering a new safety culture and by promoting higher safety standards through
research, education, auditing and advocacy.

4:00pm-5:30pm4:00pm-5:30pm4:00pm-5:30pm4:00pm-5:30pm4:00pm-5:30pm Annual Meeting and ElectionsAnnual Meeting and ElectionsAnnual Meeting and ElectionsAnnual Meeting and ElectionsAnnual Meeting and Elections

5:30pm5:30pm5:30pm5:30pm5:30pm WPWPWPWPWPA Social HourA Social HourA Social HourA Social HourA Social Hour
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WPA Wings
A Publication of the

Washington Pilots Association
227 Bellevue Way NE, PMB 397

Bellevue, WA 98004
Phone: 1-800-972-3597/1-800-WPAFLYS

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February,
April, June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to:

wpawings@wpaflys.org.
Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:

WPA Wings, 21308 SE 215th St.,
Maple Valley, WA 98038.

WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington State.
Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed by the
author and a contact phone number provided.
Send letters to: wpawings@wpaflys.org, or via postal mail: WPA
Wings, 21308 SE 215th St., Maple Valley, WA 98038. The WPA re-
serves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappropriate advertis-
ing. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including those in letters to
the editor and advertisements, are the opinions of the writers and do
not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertainment
and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not rely on the
information contained herein to relieve him/her of the responsibility to
comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and instructions. The reader
is solely responsible for his/her own safety and in no case shall the
publisher, staff, any officer or member of the Washington Pilots As-
sociation be held responsible for any use or lack thereof, that readers
may or may not choose to make of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

Washington Pilots
Association

Executive Council & Officers
President: Jim Smith 425-774-8497
VP East: Dave Lucke 509-994-0323

VP West: Dale Terwedo 425-418-9622
Secretary: Les Flue 509-952-2376
Treasurer: Bill Reith 425-252-3173

Directors
Airports: Tom Jensen 800-972-3597
At-Large: John Dobson 360-898-2319

Communications: Colleen Turner 425-306-7391
Legislative: John Townsley 509-826-3568

Membership: Rebecca Desmon 360-621-1002
Safety & Education: Jeff Renfrow 509-624-0970

Immediate Past President
Kirk Kleinholz 425-418-9119

WPA Website:
http://www.wpaflys.org

HARVEY FIELD (S43)
SNOHOMISH, WA
(360) 568-6894

Since 1944

Harvey Field off ers a full-range of services for fi xed-wing 
and rotor-wing aircraft and is home to Snohomish Flying 

Service, Skydive Snohomish and Buzz Inn Restaurant. 
At Harvey Field you can do it all:

• Learn to Fly
• Improve your Flying Skills

• Top the Tanks
• Rent an Aircraft

• Skydive!
• Enjoy a Good Meal

• Share Flying Stories with Other Pilots
• Aircraft Maintenance and Repair

• Aircraft Hangar Rentals

www.harveyfield.com

John Dobson, President
Some of you know me . . . many of you

do not. For those whom I have yet to meet
please understand four things:
1. I am passionate about aviation!
2. I am committed to reducing the volunteer
workload within the Chapters!
3. I am committed to the State WPA
becoming a political force.
4. And I have a plan!

If you have ever chaired a committee,
served on a board or been honored with the
trust of your membership to serve as an
officer, you know the workload. We honor
our volunteers by electing them for lifelong
positions. Have you ever volunteered for a
“lick & stick” mailing party, put together the
Chapter newsletter or written bylaws? Have
you ever hosted WINGS, chaired a hangar
party, taught Aviation Academy or chaired
an airport open house committee? I can
answer yes to each and more. I know
workload and I know how to reduce it!

Think back to a time when you were
young and off to grandma’s house you went
for Thanksgiving dinner . . . lots of relatives
and all that food. Remember how all of the
parents were sitting down at the adult table
while the kids sat down around the floor or
if we were lucky we sat at a dressed up card
table? Ever get that same feeling when
officials responsible for our airspace and
landing facilities make decisions without
inviting us to sit at the table? Politics is a
process of getting connected. First we need
to identify who is in charge . . . then we need
to knock on their door.

My plan begins with the creation of the
WPA Management System. I am talking
about a complete database with every WPA
member, every FAA licensed pilot, every
political representative, every airport
authority and every stakeholder that
touches aviation. This database will be the
backbone of this organization for all
accounting, membership, communications
and marketing . . . at the State level and at
the Chapter level. Chapters will even be able
to use it as a reservation system for monthly
dinner meetings. This is not a pipedream . . .
the online VISA payment is operational and
phase one will be on line May 1, 2007.

In terms of a political force  . . . recall in
1996 WSDOT Aviation Division sponsored
a bill that required communities near airports
to adopt noise and safety overlays  . . . in
effect identify incompatible land use areas
around our airports. The city of Shelton just
granted permission to a developer to begin
construction of 80 homes on the approach
end of runway 23. Why did they fail to
comply with the 1996 law . . . they didn’t
have the time. Did you know that 40% of the
communities responsible for creating such
overlays are still not in compliance? Kerri S.
Woehler, Aviation Planner WSDOT has
agreed to meet with our new board to begin
our education on Land Use Compatibility.
Once we get educated we will start knocking
on doors.

Speaking of knocking on doors, does
everyone know John Sibold? Does everyone
know Mary Margaret Haugen? They just
happen to be the two most influential people
in the State of Washington regarding
aviation. Who is the chairperson for

WAMA? Do you know what WAMA is?
What are their goals and objectives?

Do we understand our own goals and
objectives? We talk about the need to
advance General Aviation. But what does
that really mean? Serve as an officer of any
Chapter and you know that it is the social
fabric within the Chapter that holds this
organization together. So, what is the value
of the state organization . . . what does it do
to support the chapters? Sad to say, many
of our state officers have never managed a
chapter. I have and I will build a “sandbox”
big enough for every chapter to play in!

Tom Poberezny, President of EAA, has
a lot to say about knowledge and information
in the April issue of Sport Aviation
Magazine. “The value of knowledge and
information comes not from amassing it, but
from sharing it”. The more each of us knows
and understands, the easier our decisions
and our tasks become. We have an
obligation at the state level to do that
research and then pass on that knowledge
to you. Think about how AOPA has
approached the issue of User Fees”. Every
one of us knows the impact and what we
need to do to stop it. We need to itemize
everything that affects GA in Washington
State, do the research and focus our
energies!

One final comment; I am not seeking this
office to build a legacy or stroke my ego. I
traveled to Alaska in spring of 2006 to
research the success behind the Alaska
Airmen’s Association. In 1996 their budget
and membership were on par with the WPA.
Today, they are four (4) times our size. They
have four full time employees including a paid
director and have an annual operating budget
just under $400,000. They are in control of
their future. Did you know they started in
1996 with a copy of our by-laws? They truly
have earned that seat at the adult dinner table.
It’s time we started knocking on doors!

Dave Desmon,
Vice President West

Dave is a long-time aviation enthusiast
and supporter, Commercial & Instrument
Rated Pilot, and owner of a 1948 Navion,
which he recently restored.  Currently
employed by Boeing as an Engineer, Dave
is also the C.O. of the Cascade Warbirds,
and a member of the Board of Directors and
past V.P. of the NW Council of Airshows. A
passionate supporter of General Aviation,
Dave believes that all pilots and aviation
enthusiasts need to stand united and work
together to head off the current threats to
GA, including User Fees, Airspace grabs,
Airport encroachment and closings, ill-
advised calls to ban various segments of
GA by sensationalizing politicians and
media personnel, and onerous over-
regulation.  And by the way, aviation ought

to be fun. A published aviation writer and
photographer and former U.S. Naval Officer,
some of Dave’s other aviation affiliations
include:
AOPA
EAA
WPA
Vintage Aircraft Association
Puget Sound Antique Aircraft Association
Warbirds of America
Bremerton Pilots Association
American Navion Society
NW Navioneers

Colleen Turner,
Communications
Director

Colleen initially joined WPA in November
2005 after moving to Washington from sunny
California.  While in California, she served as
Secretary of the California Pilots Association
and President of the San Carlos Airport Pilots
Association.  She was also a member of the
South Lake Tahoe Pilots Association.

In February 2006, Colleen was elected
WPA’s Communications Director.  During the
last year, she revitalized the WPA Web site
(http://www.wpaflys.org) and continually
keeps it updated.   She has recently taken on
the responsibility of editing WPA Wings.
Colleen is also Vice President of WPA’s
Greater Seattle Chapter and runs the annual
WPA Toys for Tots Campaign, which
involves the Greater Seattle, Green River,
Paine Field and Harvey Field WPA Chapters.

With the development of a new WPA
Web-based membership database and
integrated management system, Colleen
hopes to more frequently communicate via
email with the membership.  When an airport
is under threat, you will be receiving a call to
action from Colleen!

In addition to her involvement with
WPA, Colleen is the AOPA Airport Support
Network volunteer for Renton Municipal
Airport and is a member of the Renton
Airport Advisory Committee.  She is a

WPA State Elections
The State offices which are up for re-election in 2007 are: President, Vice President West, Communications Director, Legislative Director and Director at

Large. The following WPA members have stepped up to the plate and are running for State office.

member of the Greater Seattle Chapter of the
Ninety-Nines and the Washington Chapter
of Women in Aviation.

Colleen has a private pilot certificate
with an instrument rating and currently flies
a Diamond DA-40.

John Townsley,
Legislative Director

I am a long time member of the Okanogan
and Ferry County Chapter of the
Washington Pilots Association where I’ve
held every job in the chapter.  I’m currently
the Chapter Secretary and will continue in
that position if I’m elected as Legislative
Director.  In addition to my chapter office, I
have served on the WPA Board of Directors
as the Legislative Director since 2005.

I’m not “running” for Legislative
Director, rather I’ve been nominated and am
willing to serve.  I believe the Washington
Pilots Association can and should be active
in shaping State aviation policy.  Given that I
live several hours from Olympia, I am willing
to defer to a WPA member who lives closer to
the State Capitol and who can regularly meet
with legislators on issues that may affect our
interests as pilots and aircraft owners.

 There are several important initiatives
at the State and Federal levels that demand
our attention.  Anyone who reads email,
visits any aviation blog or website, or who
gets any aviation ‘zine knows about the
battle over the President’s proposed new
User Fees and enormous fuel tax hikes.  We
in the Washington Pilots Association have
a strong interest in retaining the current
funding formula based on fuel taxes and
general fund appropriations.  Whether we
live in the Puget Sound or in rural eastern
Washington, user fees would significantly
impact the affordability of our flying.

Whether we fly for business in a
corporate jet, fly freight, are an ag operator
flying an Agcat, fly air taxi under Part 135, or
just do that weekend trip to a summer fly-in,

Elections continued on page 3
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fuel tax increases of 366% will hit us hard.
Add the user fees for flight following, weather
briefings, etc. and the implications for general
aviation in Washington are chilling.

Fortunately, Washington is well
represented on the House and Senate
Aviation committees in Congress.  In the
House, we have Representatives Rick Larsen
and David Reichert, while in the Senate we
have Senator Cantwell.  It is very important
for every member of the Washington Pilots
Association to contact Senator Cantwell, and
for members who reside in congressional
districts served by Larsen and Reichert to
write and  urge them to reject the Bush
proposals for user fees and enormous fuel
tax hikes.

 The Washington Aviation Division is
in the midst of Phase 2 of a three phase
process called the Long-Term Air
Transportation Study (LATS).  The purpose
of LATS is to assess existing aviation
infrastructure and determine trends for the
next 20 years.  LATS Phases 1 and 2 involve
data collection and outreach to users of
airports, pilots, and the general public.  Phase
1 was completed last year and Phase 2 will
be finished in 2007.  Phase 3 will begin this
fall, and will be completed by 2009.  A ten
person Aviation Planning Council will be
appointed by the Governor.   The Council
will take data accumulated in phases 1 and 2
and conduct hearings around the State and
develop recommendations for future
legislation and executive action that will be
presented to the Governor.

We all agree it is a good thing to
periodically assess the health of airports,
determine trends, and evaluate how best to
address aviation’s future needs.
Unfortunately, the primary focus of the
assessment is on commercial aviation.   None
of the required members of the Aviation
Planning Council are from general aviation
user groups, smaller airports, or rural
communities.  Membership is very heavily
tilted toward large airports, State and Federal
Agencies, and the airlines.

It is important that the Washington Pilots
Association work with the Aviation Division,
the State Legislature, and other general
aviation groups to educate members of the
Aviation Planning Council about the
importance of general aviation.  Every member
of the Washington State Senate and House
of Representatives has several airports in his
or her district and should therefore
understand that long term aviation policy
should not have a “primary focus...on
commercial aviation”.  WAAS, Very Light Jets,
and other emerging technologies will increase
demand for safe, well maintained, and well
dispersed aviation infrastructure throughout

WPA State Elections  continued from page 2

Rebecca Desmon

Jeff Renfrow

Jeff Renfrow – Safety and Education Director

WPA’s Newest Board Members
Rebecca Desmon – Membership Director

My beginnings in aviation started from
a conversation with a friend while fishing
on Lake Roosevelt in the summer of 1988.
He had been a chopper pilot in Vietnam; so,
in passing, I told him of my long time
fascination with flight.    He suggested that
I go over to an FBO at GEG [Spokane
International] and start taking lessons.  Not
only that, but I should have a goal (like
visiting Oshkosh someday)!

I took my first dual flight in a Beech
Skipper on April 11, 1989.  I still have a hard
time believing that I landed that plane back
at GEG without help from the instructor. After
only seven lessons I had flown with five
different instructors.  I had also been trying
to complete a college degree; so, I waited
until I completed that goal to go back to
flying.

By Sept. of 1990, the FBO at Spokane
International had changed ownership with
not a single Skipper in sight!  So, I went over
to Felts Field and walked into ‘Kieran
Aviation’ where this gruff, stocky, man was
standing behind the counter.  I asked him a
few questions like—How long have you
been instructing?  What kind of planes do
you have?  Can I fly with the same instructor
throughout my ENTIRE training? –WELL!
His name was Jim Kieran and told me that he
had owned the place for over 15 years and
wasn’t going anyplace.  He pointed to a tall
young Swedish man and said that his name
was ‘TJ.’, and that he had just been hired,
so he would not be going anywhere for a
long time.

The next day, Sept. 20, 1990, I returned

to my training in a very old Cessna 150, tail
#3819J.  During that lesson TJ and I made an
agreement—He would teach me to fly and I
would teach him to say JULIET not YULIET!
We became good friends.  I studied with him
throughout my instrument rating [moving
up to a C172].  I helped as a volunteer and
served on the committee for the Felts Field
Air-fairs during the early 90’s, doing
anything possible to make these events a
success.  By this time, I had decided to
continue working towards becoming a flight
instructor.  I purchased a 1953 ‘D’ model
Bonanza and began flying as much cross-
country as possible.   This was a challenging
experience, since I had chosen an aircraft
that was not just a ‘time builder’; but, a
“Complex-High Performance” aircraft.

In 1994, I decided to fulfill the goal that
was instilled in me back in 1988.  I went to
Oshkosh . . . in my own plane…in formation
with 63 OTHER BONANZAS!  WOW, THAT
was arriving!  I repeated the trip the
following year with 131 other Bonanzas
(Barons & Debonairs).  I think that is still in
the record books as the LARGEST
GENERAL AVIATION FORMATION
FLIGHT!

TJ went on to work for Horizon Airlines
while I continued on to become a Flight
Instructor.  For me, this ‘profession’ is as
good as life could ever possibly be. That is:
teaching and sharing the wonderful
challenge of FLIGHT!  I am currently a
volunteer Aviation Safety Advisor!  This
position is known as the “FAASTEAM”.
Ask me about it sometime!

As a farm/ranch kid in Arizona, I started
flying at about age 13, in a neighbor’s trusty
J-3 Cub. I attended a local collegiate flight
program, and later became involved with
warbirds in the Phoenix area. After moving
to Spokane, I gave instruction, flew pipeline
and so forth, while being active in the
Spokane WPA Chapter as well as the 99s.
I’ve gotten more involved with warbirds,
airshows and air racing over the years, and
vintage airplanes remain a strong passion. 

I spent a year in Oregon flying for the
(Lancair) Columbia folks, and I’m now living
in the Seattle area with husband Dave and
daughter Cole.  With almost three pilots in
the house, it’s a real challenge to see who
gets the two front seats in the Navion! She’s
hangared at Paine Field, and we fly numerous
airshows each summer with the Cascade
Warbirds. In addition, I mentor three

students at the Aviation High School near
Boeing Field, and remain an active flight
instructor. Just a typical pilot doing several
things at once! 

Washington.  I will do my part to educate my
State Senators and Representatives about
why GA must not be ignored and I hope each
member of the Washington Pilots Association
will do likewise.

 From time to time I will write articles for
WINGS to inform our membership of the
status of LATS and other legislation that
may be before the State Legislature.  During
my two year term of office as Legislative
Director I will work with our association
president and other officers on behalf of our
membership to educate and inform our
legislators about the importance and value
of general aviation to Washington.

Les Flue,
Director-at-Large

Les Flue is seeking election to the
position of Functional Director at Large
position.

Les is a 1995 graduate of City University
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Management.  He is a licensed pilot with an
Instrument rating.

Les has been a member of the WPA since
2003.  He currently serves as the Secretary
to the WPA board and is an at-large member
of the board for the Yakima Chapter of the
WPA.  He is serving as the Yakima County
representative to the Airport Board for the
Yakima Air Terminal.  He served as a fire chief
in Pierce County for 14 years and has served
on the board for the Parkland-Spanaway
Chamber of Commerce.  He is currently
employed as the Vice-President of Products
for a computer software company in Yakima
where he manages product development and
design, directs sales and marketing activities,
and architects software solutions for clients.
Statement

The future for Aviation is both bright
and challenging.  Nationally, aviation
business is growing and the introduction of
the new Sport Pilot License is contributing
to a bright future.  At the same time, General
Aviation is under attack, and we must remain
ever vigilant.  Aviation is a catalyst for
economic growth. It is an integral part of our
economy, generating millions of jobs, and
(nationally) represents 1 percent of the GDP.

The Washington State WPA must step
up its efforts to advocate for the state-wide
interests of General Aviation.   It is my
passion to help promote General Aviation
and to be a part of Aviation growth in the
State of Washington.

I look forward to putting my blend of
knowledge and experience into practice with
the Washington Pilots Association Board.  I
can be reached at 509-952-2376 at any time.
Thank you for your consideration.

Bio of Mike Melvill
Michael Winston “Mike” Melvill is one of the test pilots

for SpaceShipOne, the experimental spaceplane developed by
Scaled Composites. Melvill piloted SpaceShipOne on its first
flight past the edge of space, flight 15P on June 21, 2004, thus
becoming the first commercial astronaut and the 433rd person
to go into space. He was also the pilot on SpaceShipOne’s

flight 16P, the first competitive flight in the Ansari X Prize competition.
He was born in Johannesburg in South Africa Nov. 1941. He attended Highbury

Preparatory School and Hilton College. Later on Melvill moved to the United States
from England in the 1970s and became a U.S. citizen. Melvill is married; he and his wife
Sally have one son and four grandchildren.

He met Burt Rutan when he showed him his Rutan VariViggen he assembled in his
home. Melvill is the vice president and general manager of Scaled Composites, LLC; he
has 24 years of experience as a test pilot, and has logged nearly 7000 hours in over 130
types of aircraft. A longtime acquaintance of Scaled Composites founder Burt Rutan,
Melvill has flown the first flights of ten of Rutan’s aircraft. Melvill also helped develop
the docking system for SpaceShipOne.

Melvill is an associate fellow of the Society of Experimental Test Pilots; in 1999, he
received their Iven C. Kincheloe trophy for his work in high-altitude development
testing Scaled’s Model 281 Proteus. Melvill also built his own Long EZ aircraft, which
he flew around the world with Dick Rutan in 1997. He is also the only person other than
Dick Rutan or Jeana Yeager to have piloted the Voyager aircraft. Melvill is the sole or
joint holder of nine FAI aviation
world records in various
categories.

Melvill was the pilot for
SpaceShipOne flight 15P,
SpaceShipOne’s first spaceflight
and the first privately-funded
human spaceflight mission, on the
morning of June 21, 2004. In a
ceremony two hours after landing,
Melvill was awarded his astronaut
wings, the first person to earn
them for a spaceplane flight since
the X-15 flights of the 1960s.
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By Kerri Woehler, Airport Planner, WSDOT Aviation Division
Following the recent success of the Association of Sanderson Pilots in persuading the

City of Shelton to adopt airport land use compatibility regulations to protect Sanderson
Field, the Washington Pilots Association (WPA) has shown a heightened interest in
addressing this cause during the coming year.  Western Washington representative, John
Dobson, noted that he was unaware of the extent of the problem across Washington State
prior to the events in Shelton.  “Like many pilots, I believed that the state law was adequate
to compel local jurisdictions to prevent airport encroachment,” Dobson said.  “I didn’t
realize how important it was for us to be involved.”

Why is Airport Encroachment a Problem for GA Airports?
State guidelines discourage residential development, schools, hospitals and other

noise sensitive uses adjacent to airports in order to protect aviation facilities.  The noise,
light, glare, fumes, smell and low-flying aircraft activity generated by airport operations in
these areas may present health and safety problems and degrade quality of life for residents.
WSDOT Aviation’s observations of numerous communities in Washington State suggest
that incompatible development breeds neighborhood opposition.  This leads to conflicts
that may ultimately disrupt airport operations, impede airport expansion, and hamper
economic development opportunities.  In some communities, such situations even lead to
airport closure.   Recent examples include Evergreen Field in Vancouver, Washington and
Blaine Municipal.  Additional airports such as Bowerman Field in Hoquiam and Anacortes
Airport face the ongoing threats of closure due to heated land use issues.

What are the Requirements for Local Jurisdictions?
In 1996, the state legislature passed amendments to the Growth Management Act

(GMA) to protect public use airports in Washington State (RCW 36.70.547, RCW
36.70A.510).  The law requires cities and counties to adopt comprehensive plan goals,
policies and regulations to discourage development of incompatible land uses adjacent to
public use airports.  GMA also identifies airports as Essential Public Facilities.

Although communities update their comprehensive plans approximately every seven
years, many cities and counties in Washington State have not yet adopted goals, policies
and regulations to protect public use airports and fulfill the requirements of state law.  No
matter what type of development surrounds the airport - there are steps every community
can take to discourage future encroachment.  The policies and regulations should:

• Recognize airports as Essential Public Facilities
• Discourage incompatible land uses adjacent to public-use airports
• Prohibit penetration of airspace (Part 77 Imaginary Surfaces)
• Acknowledge the role of the airports in economic development and recreation
• Include a description of airport facilities, operations and planned improvements

in the transportation inventory

What is WSDOT Aviation’s Role in Protecting Washington’s Airports?
Consistent with the requirements of GMA, WSDOT Aviation offers a technical

assistance program to provide decision makers with the best available information and
research about airport land use compatibility.  Our office works closely with communities
and we customize our assistance to fit individual needs.  For example:

• We are available to gather research materials, provide examples from successful
programs, and review draft policies and regulations. 

• We work one-on-one with staff to explain technical concepts, troubleshoot specific
challenges, and coordinate with other jurisdictions.  

• We provide a variety of educational programs, ranging from brief introductory
presentations appropriate for elected officials to specific training courses for staff
planners and airport managers. 

• We attend staff meetings, planning commission meetings, city council and county
commission meetings, public hearings and community meetings as appropriate to
support the planning efforts of local jurisdictions.

The following are just a few of the jurisdictions that our office has worked with in
recent weeks: City of Anacortes, City of Deer Park, City of Shelton, City of Spokane Valley,
Spokane County, Kittitas County and City of Vancouver.

More information about the Airport Land Use Compatibility Program, and the Growth
Management Act, is available on our website at: www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/planning. 

How Can Pilots Promote Airport Land Use Compatibility?
As residents and constituents in their communities, pilots and other airport advocates

have much opportunity to promote airport land use compatibility.  By attending planning
commission meetings, tracking planning efforts in the local newspapers, and participating
on planning advisory groups and committees, pilots can help to ensure that airport interests
are represented in local government.  John Sibold, Director of WSDOT Aviation, explains
the importance of pilot involvement in this way:

“Everyone wins when aviation advocates get involved in comprehensive
planning.  Pilots can teach local planners about how airports operate, and
help them address a broader range of issues facing their community.  Pilots

WPA is Involved in the
Fight Against User Fees!

On April 9, 2007, John Dobson, WPA Member-at-Large and candidate for State President,
and Colleen Turner, WPA Communications Director, visited Congressman David Reichert
(8th District) at his district office in Mercer Island to voice WPA’s opposition to the Next
Generation Air Transportation System Financing Act of 2007.    During our brief meeting,
Congressman Reichert listened intently, asked probing questions and seemed determined
to become more informed about the subject.  He stated that it wasn’t enough for us to state
our opposition to the FAA’s funding proposal with a list of reasons regarding why we
oppose it; he emphasized that we must also propose an alternative solution.  To that end,
Congressman Reichert is interested in working with WPA to develop a counterproposal to
the Next Generation Air Transportation System Financing Act of 2007 and will put us in
contact with his Legislative Director, Chris Miller.

In addition to the meeting on April 9, Colleen Turner wrote the following letter on
behalf of WPA to Congressman David Reichert and Senator Maria Cantwell.  Congressman
Reichert is a member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and Senator
Maria Cantwell is a member of the Senate Commerce Committee.  Both of these Committees
have jurisdiction over the FAA.  WPA urges all of you to write your legislators to let them
know how you feel.  We’re all in this together!
February 28, 2007

On behalf of the Washington Pilots Association, I am writing to express our concern
about the Next Generation Air Transportation System Financing Act of 2007 and how it
poses a threat to the general aviation community.

The Washington Pilots Association has over 1,000 members and has been working on
behalf of general aviation in Washington since 1960.   Our members fly for business,
recreation and on behalf of charitable organizations like Angel Flight West and public
service organizations like the Washington Air Search and Rescue and the Civil Air Patrol.
Like most private pilots throughout the nation, most of us are not wealthy and work hard to
enjoy our privilege to fly.

In the Next Generation Air Transportation System Financing Act of 2007, the FAA is
proposing a whopping increase in the tax on aviation gasoline from 19.4 cents per gallon to
70.1 cents per gallon.   This extraordinary increase will force many of our members to cut
back on their flying hours to the point where it could negatively impact their businesses
and make it impossible for them to get involved in charitable or public service activities
which greatly benefit their communities; some might even stop flying altogether.

General Aviation, which includes all flying except for military and scheduled airline
operations, makes up more than one percent of the U.S. GDP.  As a result, General Aviation
employs more than 1.3 million Americans in highly-skilled jobs.  Just imagine how a 360
percent increase in the aviation gasoline tax will negatively affect our economy!

The FAA is also proposing a shift from taxes on airline passengers to air traffic control
user fees for the airlines and for general aviation operations in the airspace around the
nation’s large hub airports.  User fees are a bad idea because the authority to set user fees
and spend money for air traffic control would rest with the FAA and the airline-dominated
Air Transportation System Advisory Board, which would effectively sidestep the
congressional budget process and eliminate congressional oversight of the nation’s air
transportation system.

The FAA claims that the changes are needed because the current financing system is
broken and won’t generate the funds needed to modernize the air traffic control system.
However, based on projections using Office of Management and Budget data, the
modernization of the air traffic control system can be funded using the existing system of
aviation taxes.   The Department of Transportation’s own projections show the current
funding system would generate more than $20 billion through 2012 for FAA capital
expenditures including transformation of the air traffic control system and airport
infrastructure improvements.

The current financing system is not broken.  It has reliably served the needs of the
FAA for 40 years and has funded the safest, most vibrant and robust air transportation
system in the world.

If you want the general aviation community to continue to thrive and believe that the
FAA needs the checks and balances of the U.S. Congress for management and budget
oversight, the Washington Pilots Association urges you to oppose the Next Generation Air
Transportation System Financing Act of 2007.

Will you work with us, the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA), and others
in the general aviation community to develop a reasonable and balanced plan for financing
the FAA and modernizing the air traffic control system?  The entire general aviation
community is counting on your support.

Respectfully,
Colleen Turner, Communications Director
Washington Pilots Association

A Pilot’s Guide to Promoting Airport Land Use Compatibility
can also serve as “eyes and ears” to support the technical assistance efforts
of state aviation planners.  Most importantly, pilots themselves benefit from
ongoing participation – it allows them to influence the development of
local land use and transportation policy for their community and airport.
These actions have lasting results that contribute to the long-term
preservation of air transportation facilities.”

Are You Ready to Help Protect Your Airport?
Here are a few steps to get you started:
Step 1: Review materials on WSDOT Aviation’s website to learn more about airport

land use compatibility: www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/planning.
Step 2: Obtain a copy of your community’s comprehensive plan and zoning

regulations. Some are available on city and county websites; others must be
obtained from the jurisdiction’s planning office.  Ask the following:

• Is the airport identified in the plan?
• Does the plan contain goals and policies that discourage development of

incompatible land uses?
• Do the community’s regulations prohibit penetration of airport airspace?
• Do the regulations discourage development of residential density and other

noise sensitive uses adjacent to the airport?
Step 3: Learn about the local jurisdiction’s schedule for reviewing the comprehensive

plan.  Ask the following:
• When is the next comprehensive updated scheduled to take place?
• What is the city or county’s process for considering amendments proposed by

the general public?
This information may be available on the city or county website; you may also request it
from the local jurisdiction’s planning office
Step 4: Review agendas for city council, county commission, and planning commission

meetings.    Attend meetings when possible to learn more about upcoming
planning projects and other issues that may affect the airport.

Step 5: Let us know how we can help.  WSDOT Aviation staff is available to assist
communities working on aviation issues.  Contact Aviation Planner Kerri
Woehler at 360.651.6312 or woehlek@wsdot.wa.gov for assistance.

.

Long-Term Air Transportation Study Regional
Workshops Help Define Statewide Aviation Needs

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Aviation invites the
public to attend two regional workshops that will present preliminary findings of the Long-
Term Air Transportation Study (LATS) Phase II, and solicit feedback on our statewide
airport system needs.  The workshops will be held:
Tuesday, May 1, 2007 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. South View Lounge

The Museum of Flight
Wednesday, May 2, 2007 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Golden Delicious Room

Wenatchee Convention Center
Required by the state Legislature, LATS is a three phase study that will result in a long-

term plan to help guide decision-makers in future investment choices related to Washington’s
diverse airport system.  Phase I wrapped up in September 2006, and Phase II is currently
underway.  After Phase II is completed in July 2007, an aviation planning council will be
appointed by the Governor to develop recommendations and investment priorities that will
meet Washington’s long term aviation needs.

 “This is the first comprehensive study in over 20 years to help Washington’s airport
system determine what we have, what we need, and how we will meet the need. In conducting
this airport assessment, we must consider the aviation needs of diverse communities, who
rely on aviation in very different ways,” said Aviation Director John Sibold.  

He added, “LATS will create a long term strategic plan for meeting Washington’s
critical aviation investment needs by integrating objective, technical analysis with the
input of various users who rely on Washington’s airport system.”

The LATS regional workshops will offer the public an opportunity to learn more about
the study through a review of Phase I data, an overview of the Phase II forecast findings
and a discussion about state system needs.

To ensure a place at one of WSDOT’s upcoming LATS regional workshops, please
contact Nisha Marvel at marveln@wsdot.wa.gov .  Reservations are not required, but are
appreciated as refreshments will be served.

More information about LATS is available at:  www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/LATS.htm
.
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Airport News from Around the State
What Happened to Blaine Municipal Airport?
By Doug Fenton, Chairman, Blaine Airport Commission

The Blaine City Council recently passed an ordinance instructing the staff to take the
necessary steps to close the airport on or before December 31, 2008. This is the latest
setback for an airport that has endured controversy for more than 30 years. Support for the
airport by the City Council has always been half-hearted and they have been continuously
pressured by a small but vocal group lobbying to close it.

On three previous occasions, the question of whether or not to close the airport was
put to the electorate and each time they voted by a slim majority to keep it open. In 2005, an
information ballot asking whether the Council should study the feasibility of closing the
airport was answered in the affirmative. The City then retained a consultant to study
possible alternative uses for the airport land in the event it was decided to close the airport.
That study, together with the recently completed Airport Master Plan, was considered by
the Council and in September, 2006 the Council decided by a slim 4:3 majority to adopt the
master plan and, with the financial assistance of WSDOT and the FAA, to develop an
expanded and improved airport. The master plan called for approximately $16 Million of
federal grants over a period of 20 years. When it became clear that the federal funds would
not be made available as quickly as they had anticipated, the Council reversed its earlier
decision and decided to close the airport.

The pressure on the Council to close the airport was exacerbated by the fact that,
through no fault of its own, the airport was in financial difficulty and had to borrow from the
City’s General Fund Reserve. Over the years, the airport had operated on a break-even or
small profit basis and relied on grants from WSDOT for large capital projects.

How did this crisis arise? For many years, the approach to Runway 32 was hampered
by a large stand of trees approximately 150 feet tall located on private property about 1000
feet from the threshold. The owner of the property refused to cooperate when the City
asked to top or remove the trees and made it clear that if the City wanted the trees down, it
would have to purchase the land through condemnation. When the situation had
deteriorated to the point where it would soon become necessary to move the runway
threshold or close the runway, the City took steps to condemn the land and remove the
trees. This was finally completed in the fall of 2005 after lengthy and expensive legal
proceedings.

When the smoke cleared, the airport found itself, in spite of generous financial support
from WSDOT, approximately $650,000 in debt and the City’s general fund reserve was
depleted to below its recommended balance. This is not as bad as it would seem, since the
City now owned a piece of property valued at approximately the same as the amount owing
and the FAA has indicated that they would compensate the City for the land in connection
with the master plan implementation. Nevertheless, this crisis gave the airport opponents
the opportunity to scream that the airport was a financial burden on the taxpayers and
should be closed and the Council finally succumbed to that pressure.

The airport is not closed yet, and its supporters will continue to fight to get the Council
to once again reverse its decision and keep it open, but we face a difficult challenge and the
future of the airport is, at best, uncertain.

What have we learned from this that we can pass on to others in order to prevent
similar occurrences elsewhere? The key to survival for community airports is public relations.
Every airport will at some time become the target of developers who covet the land for profit
or of people who just don’t like airports for whatever reason. In order to overcome this, it is
essential that the general public and its elected officials be made aware of the benefits,
financial and otherwise, of maintaining a public airport. Only when a City Council is confident
that it enjoys the wholehearted support of its voters can it make the sometimes difficult
choice to support a facility that may, from time to time become a burden on the City’s
financial resources.

Every opportunity to solidify public support should be seized. Open houses, Young
Eagle flights and Angel Flights are just a few examples and, whenever anything positive
occurs at or in connection with the airport, make sure the public is made aware of it through
press releases, letters to the editor or, if necessary, paid advertising. Don’t ever relax your
vigilance, because Heaven knows the opposition sure won’t.

Skykomish Airport Proposal Would Percolate
Grey Water Around Edge of Runway
By Anna Poole
WPA-Paine Field Chapter Newsletter Editor

John Sibold, Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Aviation
Director and Jim Scott, Airport Maintenance Supervisor, visited the WPA-Paine Field
Chapter February Board of Directors meeting to update the Chapter on WSDOT plans for
Skykomish Airport.

Skykomish Airport, which was adopted by WPA-Paine Field Chapter, is one of 16 back-
country airports owned by the state. The airport was originally built by the U.S. Army for
WWII training and emergencies, and was later designated as an emergency landing strip
for commercial airliners in the early days of passenger flights. Today, it serves as an airfield
for general aviation, medical evacuation, search and rescue efforts, and fire-fighting.

According to Sibold, all back-country airports are experiencing pressure from land
developers and local communities because airports are seen as “unused land just sitting
there empty.” Skykomish Airport is no different. In addition, he said, the Town of Skykomish
has community issues that add extra pressure to use the airport’s land differently.

The Town of Skykomish started as a railroad town in the 1890s and it’s trapped between
Highway 2 and the Skykomish River, leaving the community few alternatives for growth.
Over the years, Burlington Northern Railroad contaminated the ground with oil. Recently,
the Washington State Department of Ecology and the railroad began a major clean up of the
polluted soil. During this cleanup, the state agreed to address the town’s sewage disposal
needs, which is keeping the town from growing.

The town’s mayor and the State Department of Ecology began looking at the Skykomish
Airport as part of the sewage disposal solution. According to Sibold, the sewage disposal
proposal received a “cool” reception from the State Department of Transportation, “because
it’s our job to protect airports and plan for the future.” However, he said, WSDOT agreed to
assist in figuring out how to address the town’s sewage issue.

“We appreciate the fact that the city has real problems and we understand. But we also
need to protect the integrity of the air field. So, we asked them to do serious groundwork in
preparation for a discussion,” Sibold said. “It’s my job to look out for and protect our airports.”

The proposal plans four bunkers built on gravel and covered with dirt. Water would be
pumped into the bunker and then seep through the gravel into the current ground water
table. It is anticipated there would be 10,000 to 20,000 gallons of water a day. This estimate
comes from the current 178 hook ups to the sewer. In 20 years, it is estimated the town
would need 400 hook ups.

One question arising from the proposal is the land’s ability to absorb the water and the
location for drainage is limited. The south side of the airport has hills and the south side of
the runway has power lines. There is some sloping in that area and that might be a possible
location, but it would require tree removal, which might return value to the airport. Sibold
said another issue is compensation for use of the land. Also, under state law, communities
must have a plan to protect airports and cannot use them in ways that are incompatible to
aviation or will jeopardize future aviation use.

Sibold emphasized more than once that use of Skykomish Airport land for grey water is
in the discussion phase and nothing has been decided at this point in time. He said the
aviation division of WSDOT will want documentation from engineers and scientists that
the water treatment plan is functional.

“We want to benefit the airport and protect the airport,” he said. And, he’s optimistic
that the airport can give the Town of Skykomish the outcome it needs.

One possibility, he said, is to pull in revenue so that additional land can be purchased,
appropriate land fill be put in place and the surface of the runway improved. Another
possibility would be for the City of Skykomish to maintain the airport at no cost to the state.

Multi-use opportunities may also be part of the Skykomish Airport’s future. In the
past, Sibold said, the WSDOT’s highway division expressed interest in the airport and
there might be the opportunity to make improvements such as paving so the area can be
used for putting chains on trucks.

The highway division mowed the runway the last two times the grass was cut, Sibold
said, and acknowledged that a couple of runway markers were destroyed in the process.

Yet, by being more creative with airport land use and making new partnerships, Sibold
said the airport will be seen as “being of significant value.” The most important step, he
said, is to get the airport established in the minds of surrounding communities and with
other agencies that it is a permanent facility.

Sibold asked that Chapter members e-mail their concerns and questions about the
Skykomish Airport to Jim Scott at scottj@wsdot.wa.gov or John Sibold at
siboldj@wsdot.wa.gov.

The link to the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Aviation
Division’s website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/

 

Paine Field Update
By Dave Waggoner
Paine Field Airport Manager

At the January meeting of WPA-PAE Chapter, an extensive
update of airport plans and programs was the topic of my
presentation. Two major categories that I discussed were 2006
highlights and plans for the future.
2006 Highlights
• Opening of the Future of Flight Aviation Center & Boeing

Tour.  It has become a popular destination and source of
community pride.

• Completing Taxiway Kilo 1 and Future of Flight Ramp, which provides aviation access
to the northwest corner of the airport.

• Planning for new corporate hangars and FBO on the center of the west side.  These
hangars will likely be constructed between 2007 and 2009.  They will be large - probably
80+ feet or more.

• Developing a program to seek funding for a new fire station.  The current facility is 60
years old, and has serious problems (mold and asbestos) and deficiencies (does not
meet seismic standards and has no fire protection system.) The goal is to get grant
funding in 2008 and complete construction in 2009.  In the meantime, the firefighters
are living and working in a construction trailer in the parking lot.  Upgrades are being
planned for the building, but these are seen as an interim measure.

2007 and Beyond
For 2007 and beyond, our plans include:
• An upgrade to the main entrance to the Airport Office, which is underway now and

scheduled for completion sometime in February.
• Increased activity at Boeing.  Look for the 747 Large Cargo Freighter – the Dreamlifter

– to begin making regular flights to Paine Field and delivering major sub-sections of
the 787 Dreamliner. The Dreamliner rollout is scheduled for this summer and first flight
will be in the fall.

• The Jet Deck restaurant closed in September 2006.  We would like to have a new
operator for this facility, but it will take time to put this in place. Several individuals
have expressed an interest in operating an airport restaurant.

• The Airport Rules and Regulations have been undergoing rewrite for more than a year.
We are near the end of this project and plan to put the DRAFT on the painefield.com
Web site as a way of soliciting comments. This is probably a month or two away.

• Paul Allen’s Flying Heritage Collection is moving to Hangar 207, which is on the south
side of the airport.  After renovation of the hangar, the collection will be open to the
public. Look for it in the fall.  This is a wonderful addition to the Airport of Choice.  I’m
thrilled that they chose Paine Field for the collection.

• The Collings Foundation Wings of Freedom B-17 and B-24 tour will visit in late June.
Watch for the date.

Dave Waggoner
Stuart Island Update
By Tom Jensen, Airports Director

Need a getaway?  Does scenic, free, slightly bucolic and available exclusively by air to
WPA members sound like a deal?  Then the Stuart Island cabin may be for you!

Check out the pictures on http://www.wpaflys.org/stuartisland.html.   Members can
call 1-800-WPA-FLYS to schedule.  Pilots should be proficient at short/soft fields and
possible crosswinds.  The strip can be muddy after rains, so use good judgment.  “Good
Neighbor” practices should also be used to protect WPA’s relationship with the home
owner’s association.

The cabin has no running water, but does have a Coleman fuel and kerosene lanterns
and discrete restroom facilities (e.g., door on the outhouse.)  A protected harbor is nearby,
with scenic international views and some fun history to discover. Plan ahead as if you
would for environmentally conscious camping and consider leaving extra supplies for
other users to follow.

Since the passing of dear George Konrad, who for over 15 years had taken a personal
interest in the cabin, we have been gathering volunteers and using the cabin.  Dave O’Donnell
of Clallam Co. chapter reports the cabin is in super condition but that the roof could use a
moss-removal work party. Eric Parker and his family are scheduled for their turn at relaxation.

Please get involved yourself, to use or help with one of WPA’s treasures and terrific
membership benefit, the Stuart Island Cabin.
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By Christian Holtz

This is part two of this article.  Part
one was published in the February – March
2007 edition.

In early 1999 Angel Flight America
began as a dream and vision of the directors
of several of the larger Angel Flight
organizations across the country who
realized that more people could be helped if
the separate organizations would collaborate
to leverage their collective energies and
resources for greater visibility. By the spring
of 2000, seven non-profit organizations, each
retaining its autonomy—Angel Flight
Northeast, Angel Flight Mid-Atlantic
(formerly Angel Flight Virginia), Angel Flight
Southeast, Angel Flight South Central,
Angel Flight Central (formerly known as
Wings Over Mid-America), Mercy Medical
Airlift and Angel Flight West (formerly,
simply “Angel Flight”)— formally combined
their efforts with a common mission and a
single toll-free phone number (877-621-7177)
that would geographically route a caller to
the office of the appropriate Angel Flight
organization.

Also in 2000, a major milestone of Angel
Flight West was reached. On September 20
the Mission 1200 goal was met, and by the
end of December a record 1,550 missions in
one year had been flown by AFW’s
volunteer pilots.

Mission numbers continued to increase
in Washington as well. In 2000, AFW pilots
registered with the Washington Wing flew
182 missions, in 2001 the figure was 246, and
by 2003 Washington became the first AFW
Wing outside of California to fly over 400
missions a year… flying an annual total of
427.

In 2002 Mercy Medical Airlift, a member
of Angel Flight America, developed the
Homeland Security Emergency Air

Transportation System (HSEATS) at the
national level, the inspiration for which came
from the generous outpouring of volunteer
pilot services immediately following the
events of September 11, 2001. The HSEATS
system is designed to respond to small local
disasters or major national disasters or
tragedies. Within this system Angel Flight’s
volunteer pilots can elect to be First
Responders or Sustaining Responders based
on their ability and timeframe to be airborne.

(Hurricane Katrina provided an
opportunity to test the HSEATS system.
After this hurricane devastated New Orleans
and the Gulf Coast in late summer 2005,
Angel Flight America flew over 2,000
missions moving 3,000 people. Most
missions were flown by pilots from Angel
Flight South Central and Angel Flight
Southeast, but Angel Flight West, hundreds
of miles to the west, still accounted for 119.)

Another big event for Angel Flight West
took place at EAA’s Airventure in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin in 2003 when Angel Flight
America and AirLifeline, general aviation’s
only other major volunteer compassionate
air transport organization in the United
States, merged to form a larger, stronger, and
more efficient and effective national
organization managed under the Angel
Flight name. All AirLifeline pilots were
offered membership in their corresponding
Angel Flight regions. For Angel Flight West
the merger meant the addition of some 275
pilots and an increase of over 1,500 missions
per year. This influx of pilots was noticed in
Washington, too. “It seemed like it took
forever for us to get 100 pilots,” said Fred
Jossy, Washington Wing Leader since 2001.
“Suddenly we were well above that number.”

Angel Flight West, with Wings
established in all 13 western states including
Alaska and Hawaii (and two in California), is

Angel Flight West’s Washington Wing
Celebrates 10-year Anniversary in 2007

currently flying over 4,000 missions a year,
while Angel Flight America is coordinating
25,000. The number of missions flown in
Washington in 2006 was 529, Washington’s
highest number yet. Most are within the
state, often between Spokane Int’l and
Seattle’s Boeing Field, but some extend as
far east as Missoula, MT or as far south as
Medford, OR. Flights farther afield may be
broken into individual legs flown by multiple
pilots from different state Wings.

Missions usually are to fly individuals
requiring specific medical treatment they
can’t receive near where they live.  But there
are also camp missions to fly children to
special needs camps such as camps for burn
survivors or children on dialysis.
Washington has a number of these camps.
Since the spring of 2005, pilots in the
Washington Wing have been flying blood
to Seattle for the Puget Sound Blood Center
from blood drives throughout western
Washington. AFW Command Pilots choose
missions by selecting off a weekly list e-
mailed from SMO or logging onto the
website www.angelflightwest.org   Missions
are posted showing travel date and time,
originating and destination airports,
distance, number of passengers, and
passenger or cargo weight.

Angel Flight pilots come from all walks
of life and fly everything from Cessna 150s
and 172s to King Airs and Pilatuses. What
unites them is a desire to give of themselves
personally using their unique skills and
abilities, and their love of flying. Admitting
he was going to be up there flying anyway,
one Angel Flight pilot has said, “It’s a way
for me to be selfish and generous all at the
same time”.

As mission numbers continue to climb,
so does a corresponding need to recruit
more pilots. Though Washington now has
around 200 AFW Command Pilots, Fred
Jossy has noted that the “20/80 rule” seems
to persist, whereas 20% of the pilots fly 80%
of the missions. AFW Oregon Wing member
Rosemary Pelissier has suggested that Angel
Flight begin using the slogan “Just one flight
makes a difference.” She said it lets pilots
new to Angel Flight know that it isn’t
expected that they fly a great many missions,
but it also says to the pilots Angel Flight
already has, “this year maybe you can do
just one more?”

Besides being the 10th anniversary for
Angel Flight West’s Washington Wing, 2007
is also the second year of “Spreading Our
Wings”, a campaign to raise $2 million for
the Angel Flight West Foundation by the
end of the year. The invested principal will
generate a consistent revenue stream to
support the operation of Angel Flight West
and its office headquarters at SMO in Santa
Monica, CA. These funds will pay overhead
expenses such as coordinator salaries, office
space lease, and computer and phone
systems. Already $1 million has been raised
to build the endowment allowing for a
predictable stream of funding towards the
operational budget.

Besides donations, Angel Flight West

needs volunteers in the air flying missions
and on the ground doing health care and
community outreach, pilot recruitment and
press relations. Volunteers also conduct pilot
“care”, building camaraderie among Angel
Flight volunteers by planning and
coordinating events for the Wing which
include a Christmas potluck and summer fly-
in. To celebrate its 10th anniversary, this
summer the Washington Wing is planning
an overnight fly-in to Walla Walla with dinner
and wine-tasting.  Details will be posted on
the Angel Flight West Washington Wing
page.

Editor’s note: Christian Holtz is a
member of WPA’s Greater Seattle chapter
and flies rented Cessna 150s and a 172 out
of Boeing Field. Since joining Angel Flight
West in 2000 he has flown 45 missions, all
VFR. In 2006 Holtz received a Golden Halo
Award from Angel Flight West for his
commitment to the mission of Angel Flight
and for his pilot recruitment efforts for the
Washington Wing.

For more information on volunteering
opportunities interested individuals should
contact AFW Washington Wing Leader Fred
Jossy at 425-488-0203. For a complete list of
pilot requirements (minimum 250 hours PIC,
no instrument rating required) log onto the
Angel Flight West website
www.angelflightwest.org.

AFW Tim Weston BJ 2000 WA Mission: The
Washington Wing’s 2000th Angel Flight mis-
sion was flown by Command Pilot Tim
Weston, formerly of united Airlines, with
Mission Assistan BJ Brandli and passenger
Kari on crutches wearing a cast. Kari was
being flown to Children’s Hospital for a post-
operation check-up after having suffered
brain trauma and a fractured pelvis when
the scooter she was riding was hit by a truck.
- Photo courtesty  Stephen and BJ Brandli

AFW Brandli Yelm Fly-In: Members of the Washington Wing of Angel Flight West attend a
summer fly-in and barbecue at the Western Airpark (92W) home of Tim and Myrna Weston
in Yelm WA.                                                              - Photo courtesy of Stephen and BJ Brandi
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As I start to write this, an old song starts winding its
way through my head—“It’s a Long Way to Tipperary—.”
I’m not sure where Tipperary is, but I’ll guess Ireland and
surely that is indeed a long way from Yakima town. Well
for me, the first ever flight to Mexico from here was plenty
long enough (it’s equivalent to flying halfway across the
U.S.) and well worth the flight hours it took to get there.
After all the years of thinking about it, I finally launched
south this summer.  It wasn’t the best time of the year to
fly to sunny, hot, Mexico, but work-wise and people- wise,
the timing couldn’t have been better.

As with most longer flights, the destination was only
part of the fun.  The first leg of the journey took me and my
friend, Jerry Schultz, to Napa, CA, with a stop for lunch at
Red Bluff.  A flight of RV 6s and 4s had landed there ahead
of us and were on display in all their shiny paint job glory.
The RVs departed while we were still eating and it was
fun watching them take off with their steep climb outs, or
low, high speed runs followed by an even steeper climb
out and of course nosing over before Mr. Stall got them.

After lunch it was off to Napa where we mooched off
Jerry’s brother for food and lodging before departing the
next morning for the San Diego area where we were to
pick up my oldest son, Sean, and his girlfriend, Gabriella,
as well as to visit my two sisters and mother who live in
Escondido.  The flight from Yakima to Napa was aided by
a light tailwind, making my GPS tell me that my ship was
indeed a rocket.  But the god of winds had different plans
as we headed south from Napa.

Climbing out over the Bay Area, the ground speed
was quite low, but that was to be expected.  I usually try to
maintain at least 100 mph on climbout, and then expect
higher ground speeds when I level off.  On this flight, that
was not to be.  Once leveled off at 9,500, I was seeing
speeds in the 90 mph range. Norcal Approach informed
me that the unusual head winds persisted all the way
down the coast.  I finally tried a descent somewhere over
the San Joaquin Valley and found lesser headwinds at
3,500 feet.

As we approached the mountains forming the LA
Basin, I had to climb to 10,500 in order to avoid the LA
Class B.  I heard an airplane report more than moderate
turbulence over the San Gabriel’s in the vicinity of the
Grapevine, but as luck would have it, we experienced a
pretty smooth ride.  The descent into Ramona, however,
tipped us around a bit with the multitude of boulder and
sage brush covered hills heating up in the morning
summer sun.

Once on the ground, it was once again “mooch time”,
compliments of my sister Carol, who put us up for a couple
of days while my son finished up his work for the week.
Then it was off from the Ramona Airport, to sunny, San
Felipe, Mexico.  This leg was the shortest and, with Mr.
Headwind being kind, in something less than an hour
and a half, we were listening to the “tower controller”
talking to a Cessna 30 miles ahead of us.  This turned
out to be a good drill, for we experienced the very same
conversation with the controller as did the Cessna.

While I was tying down, I noticed the “controller”
scurrying out of the tower and heading for us.  At first I
thought that perhaps I had screwed up, because I also
noticed a young man with an M14 along with an older
man, both in army garb, approaching us from my left.  I
tried to act nonchalant about these proceedings by slowly
hooking the plane up to the awaiting chains.  As it turned
out, the “controller” was now the baggage handler and the
army guys were the plane and baggage inspectors.  We
opened up the suitcases right there on the tarmac and
soon it was smiles all around.  However, we weren’t
finished.  The baggage handler scurried off into the
terminal where he became one of the four “customs”
officers.

Meanwhile a very nice Mooney caught my eye as we
were walking toward the terminal and I stopped to have a
look-see at the ship. All of a sudden I heard this command
in Mexican English, “Sir, step away from that airplane.”
Alarmed that once again I might have screwed up, I
complied.  Looking over at the source of this command I
saw the old guy in the uniform laughing, and then he said
with a giggle, “just joking—I’ve always wanted to say that.”

We then proceeded into the terminal where I sat down
at four different desks while two different officials manned
the chairs.  All went smoothly and soon we were on our
way in a “taxi” to San Felipe.  Once there, Jerry and I rented
a very bare bones room for $65 a night.  It did have a
window- mounted air conditioner however, which turned
out to be a godsend what with the 100 plus degree, humid,
conditions we experienced.  In desperation, I gave up my
Levis for a pair of polyester swimming trunks, a pair of flip
flops and a white straw hat that I purchased from one of
the many concessions gracing the streets adjacent to
the waterfront.

We enjoyed several nights of great Mexican food (that
is almost redundant isn’t it), and Mariachi music while
watching the parade of cars, pickups and motorcycles
that cruised the main each evening.  We even did a bit of
dancing at one of the bars apparently owned by a “gringo”
because all he played in the joint was American music
out of the 30s and 40s.

We also tried our hand at fishing in the bay by making
arrangements via “front men” who roamed the beach in
search of someone willing to buy a fishing excursion.  We

were assured that the “panga” was seaworthy and that
the captain was very experienced, and so parted with $30
to reserve the boat for fishing the following morning.

Wondering if we would ever see these guys again,
we showed up bright and early and lo, there appeared
one nasty looking Chevy 4x4 with exhaust stacks jutting
up behind the cab and fitted with a set of huge knobby
tires.  The guy driving the machine scrambled out to attach
a tow rope to the truck’s hitch and to the bow of the panga.
Did I mention that the pangas were lined up in the sand a
good hundred yards from the water’s edge?  We were
motioned to jump into the boat and hang on.  And with
that, the exhaust stacks roared and the lot of us was
dragged right out into the lapping waves of the Sea of
Cortez while the men unhitched us from the truck which
then spun around in the water and roared back to the
solid sand.  The driver then got out leaving the rig idling,
hiked up his pants and waded out to our panga.  In a
minute the 115 horse outboard came to life and we were
headed out into the far reaches of the bay.

The captain hummed Mexican tunes, of course, while
he got the bait and rods ready for the four of us.  Soon we
were catching fish.  Not big ones, but fish none the less.
After a few hours of bobbing around, terra firma started
sounding pretty good.  Jerry and I were soon back in the
“luxury accommodations” with the air conditioner going
full blast.

The following morning we headed back to the airport
with plans to fly further south to depart from the somewhat
border atmosphere that is in San Felipe.  The av-gas at
the airport was only $2.50 a gallon and so the plan was to
fill up and have one fun, long flight exploring south along
the Sea Of Cortez.  However the god of gas had other
plans with a “very sorry senor, senorita, but the pumps
she is no working today.”  Thank God my ship holds nearly
60 gallons and I had less than 15 gallons of fuel burn
from Escondido to San Felipe.  This meant that I could
safely fly a half hour down the coast for a look see.  That
put us in reach of Rancho Grande and so it was Rancho
Grande here we come.  The runway at San Felipe is 4,900
feet long and 149 feet above sea level.  I was heavy, and
the temp, according to the outside temperature gauge,
was 118 degrees.  I have never been in temperatures that
high, let alone in an airplane, and the words “density
altitude” kept wandering around in my head.  Consequently
I picked out a spot halfway down the runway and told
everyone that if I wasn’t in the air or damn close to it at
that point, I would abort.

We were in the air not much more than halfway to the
halfway point and climbing at least 500 feet per minute.
I’ll leave it up to you brainchilds to tell me why.  Could it be
my brand new, not rebuilt, propeller?  As we flew down
the coast at about 3,500 ft, the water became more
crystalline and the coastline less populated and soon
the beautiful bay at Rancho Grande loomed in front of us.

The main strip is 5,000 feet long, paved in gravel,
and sloping slightly up hill if one lands to the west with a
final over the water.  Mountains form a barrier west of the
strip.  Landing in that direction meant that I would have a
significant tail wind, but with everything described above,
I went for it.  It was a non-event and I was stopped in less
than half of the runway.  Rancho Grande also has a
north-south strip just a few hundred yards north of it
called Alfonsina’s, and at the north end of it is a rest-
aurant by the same name, where we enjoyed eating

some great fish tacos.
Up and down that pristine beach were all sorts of

rustic buildings, most of which were conversions of single
wides.  The two I walked by were owned by “gringos.”
One owned a Cherokee 6 and the other a 182.  The 6
owner lived in Sacramento and had made the trip there
more than 160 times.  The other fella used to teach sky
diving and had held the world record for the number of
jumps in one day for several years.  The number was
something over 200 if memory serves.  Both guys were
very content and pleased with their lot, which appeared to
me to be a state of semi-boredom and extreme relaxation.
The water, which they bobbed up and down in several
times a day was perfectly clear and over 80 degrees.  We
did a little bobbing of our own and after the pleasant visit,
we headed back to the plane.

I was concerned about density altitude.  I had four
people in the plane and nearly 40 gallons of fuel and it
was 100 plus degrees.  The 6 owner said to me that in
Baja there is no such thing as density altitude.  That set
me a little more at ease, even if I didn’t believe it.  Anyway,
a good 20 mph headwind right down the runway, a slight
downslope, well packed gravel, and not to forget, Sky King
at the controls and no obstructions all the way to mainland
Mexico, made the takeoff a no brainer.—YEAH.  We decided
to have some fun and flew just off the coast at 500 feet,
following the swoops and swerves of the coastline.

We went out that evening for a final dinner in San
Felipe.  The mariachi bands were strolling up and down
the strip and we could observe the action from our outside
table.  We all enjoyed the moment listening to them sing
and the food and drink were first rate.

I must say that I was happy to be heading back home
the next morning.  The heat and humidity were doing me
in, big time.  We headed to Calexico where we planned to
check with US Customs but also hoped to land at Mexicali
to fill up on some cheap fuel.  Mexicali fuel was $2.35,
while Calexico fuel was $4.50.  However, Sky King
managed to blow right by Mexicali and found himself
looking straight down the Calexico strip. We announced
and landed.  Customs greeted us and two well uniformed,
armed men came and had me unload the baggage.  It
was inspected and approved and then we were escorted
into the building where our passports were examined.
We were told that they didn’t appreciate us starting to
deplane and that could have resulted in a $5,000 fine.
Then it was the numbers on my plane.  They had to be at
least 12 inches on both sides of the fuselage and you
guessed it — that could also result in a $5,000 fine. We
were told that Mr. Customs man was in good spirits that
day and we were sent on our way unscathed.  Please
don’t be discouraged by this little diatribe.  If you play by
the rules, which I don’t seem be very good at, then all of
this is no big deal.

   The flight back to Ramona where I left off Sean and
Gabby, was short with a bit of turbulence over the
mountains lying west of Calexico.  Soon, Jerry and I were
on our way to Napa where Jerry’s brother, Jim, had
arranged for a gourmet dinner and show at the cultural
center funded by the Mondavi family. The food and wine
were first rate.

The flight from Napa to Yakima, was a non-event and
soon we were hearing the familiar voices from the Yakima
control tower.  I am already making plans to return to
sunny old Mexico and can’t wait to be saying “adios”.

By Bob Hammer, WPA Yakima Valley Chapter

Washington Pilot’s Association Hosts 12th Annual
Flying, Fun, Food & Charity Event at Paine Field

Everett, Washington: The Washington Pilot’s Association and Paine Field are pleased to announce the 12th
annual General Aviation Day with the Taste of Mukilteo, planned for Saturday, May 19th. This year, Cascade High
School’s Jazz band will provide lively music. This public event is for everyone, with lots of fun, food, and activities
for all ages. Admission to the event is free.

Starting at 9 a.m. there will be a Paine Field Firefighter’s pancake breakfast for $5, to benefit the Northwest Burn
Foundation.  The main event begins at 10 a.m., when the gate opens to the free Young Eagles flights for kids ages 8
– 17, aircraft displays, local vendors, and inexpensive scenic flights.

Sponsored by the Mukilteo Chamber of Commerce, the Taste of Mukilteo starts at 11:30 a.m. All proceeds from
the Taste of Mukilteo will benefit local charities.

Come see the latest in general aviation aircraft as well as many of the airplanes owned and operated by local
private pilots.  Antique airplanes and warbirds will be on display thanks to the participation of the Port Townsend
Aero Museum, the Museum of Flight, the Flying Heritage Collection and the Cascade Warbirds.  Among these will
be WWII aircraft, and many pre-war civil and military antiques. Along with these fascinating and historic aircraft, the
Tyee Triumph Club will display some of their classic sports cars and there will be midget racers and fire engines.   The
Blackjack Squadron and the Northwest Bonanza Society will also be participating.

Local non-profit organizations will have a place at General Aviation Day as well!  Organizations with information
booths include Purrfect Pals, Women in Aviation International, Listen and Talk, Angel Flight, Bluebills, Mukilteo
Lighthouse Festival, Washington Quarter Midget Association, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Everett
Community College, Catholic Community Services, Everett Animal Shelter, Girl Scouts, Science of Flight, Zonta, Civil
Air Patrol, Children’s Air Corps Guild, and Future of Flight. In addition, the Airport’s flight schools will also be on
hand – NW School of Aviation, Northway Aviation, Adventure Helicopters, Inc. and Regal Air.

Take a flight, meet the pilots, see one-of-a kind aircraft, tour the Everett Community College Aviation School, talk
with the flight schools, enjoy some great food, watch the demonstration flying, try the flight simulators – all this and
more!

For more info, please call the event hotline at 425-388-5125 x5 or visit the website at http://www.wpa-paine.org -
click on Special Events.

General Aviation Day is sponsored by Paine Field Airport and the Washington Pilots Association. Taste of
Mukilteo is sponsored by the Mukilteo Chamber of Commerce

Pangas Coastline north of Rancho Grande Two Gringos and Senorita drinking beer San Felipe

Hello MeHello MeHello MeHello MeHello MexxxxxicoicoicoicoicoHello MeHello MeHello MeHello MeHello Mexxxxxicoicoicoicoico
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WPA WINGS MEMBER
CLASSIFIED ADS
Classified ads are FREE to WPA
members, on a space-available
basis.  Send your classified ads to
wpawings@wpaflys.org.  Please
limit your classified ad to a
maximum of 75 words.  Maximum
one ad per member, one photo per
ad.  We reserve the right to edit
ads for size and content.

AIRCRAFT FOR SALE
1978 Piper Archer II, 4150 TT,  2001 SMOH,
Garmin 430,  King Panel, Many Extras.
$62,000.  Call Steve (360) 668-5183
or sglynn@us.ibm.com.

Events CalendarEvents Calendar

Got an aviation event for our calendar?
Let everyone know - email events@wpaflys.org
or call or fax the news item to (425) 228-6330

We provide the following list of aviation related events occurring in our area as a
service to our members. Not all of these events are sanctioned or promoted by WPA,
but are provided to you as an aid in identifying flying events in which you may want to
participate. The events in “bold” are hosted by WPA.

APRIL
21 Aviation Safety Seminars, Spokane Falls Community College, 0900-1500,

Northwest Mountain FAASTeam, 509-532-2375

23 VFR Smart Charts, Lewiston, ID, 19:00, Northwest Mountain FAASTeam,
509-532-2375

24 VFR Smart Charts, Pasco, WA, 19:00, Northwest Mountain FAASTeam,
509-532-2375

25 VFR Smart Charts, Moses Lake, WA, 19:00, Northwest Mountain FAASTeam,
509-532-2375

25 EAA Chapter 430 Meeting, Topic:  David Mill, FAA on Scud Running &
Attendant Dangers, Jim & Bev Cone’s Hangar/Home, Blue Ribbon Airstrip,
Sequim, WA, 19:00; Gary Johnson, 360-452-2340

26 VFR Smart Charts, Ellensburg, WA, 19:00, Northwest Mountain FAASTeam,
509-532-2375

28 Skagit Tulip Fly-In and Airshow, Skagit Regional Airport, 10:00-14:00, Port of
Skagit County, 360-757-0011

28-29 WINGS Weekend at Paine Field, Regal Air; Dave Wheeler, 425-252-5414

MAY
1 WSDOT-Aviation Presentation on the Long-Term Air Transportation Study

(LATS), Museum of Flight, Seattle, WA, 14:00-15:30; Nisha Marvel,
marveln@wsdot.wa.gov.

2 WSDOT-Aviation Presentation on the Long-Term Air Transportation Study
(LATS), Wenatchee Convention Center, 10:30-12:00; Nisha Marvel,
marveln@wsdot.wa.gov.

5-6 WPA Spokane Chapter Work Party at Lower Granite Dam/Boyer Park,
Tom Morris, TZM@pro-clip.com

5-6       EAA SportAir Workshop program: RV Aircraft Assembly, Arlington Airport,
Arlington, WA, 800-967-5746

5-6       Alaska State Aviation Trade Show and Conference, Anchorage, AK,
Dee Hanson, 907-245-1251

12 WPA General Membership Annual Meeting and Convention Featuring Mike
Melvill, Future of Flight, Paine Field, Everett, WA;  Jim Smith,
425-774—8497

16 WPA Spokane Chapter Meeting, Topic:  Doug Sowder on Aerobatic
Competitions-What to Look For; Marie Callender’s Restaurant, 18:00;
Blake McKinley, 509-924-0070

19 General Aviation Day & Taste of Mukilteo, Paine Field, Everett, WA.  WPA
Paine Field Chapter, 425-353-2110, ext. 6

19 EAA Chapter 79 Fly-In Breakfast, Spokane Felts Field (SFF), www.EAA79.org

22-28 EAA B-17 at Museum of Flight, Seattle, WA

26 Fly-In Breakfast at Moses Lake Municipal (W20), 07:00-11:00, 509-762-5112

JUNE
3 3rd Annual Beechday Fly-in & BBQ, Kenniwick, WA, 509-582-3222

3 18th Annual Airport Appreciation Day, Revelstoke, BC, 250-837-6130

9  WPA Greater Seattle Chapter Work Party at Bandera State Airport.
Colleen Turner, 425-306-7391

9-10 3rd Annual Rogue Valley Air Festival, Medford, OR, 541-245-0703

16  American Heroes Air Show, Museum of Flight, Seattle, WA, 206-250-3209
16 Legacy Flight Museum Air Show (RXE), Rexburg, ID, 208-356-7926
16 12th Annual Fly-In Pancake Breakfast, Desert Aire Airport (M94),

07:00-11:00; Ray Wells, 509-932-4803

16-17 9th Annual Gathering of Warbirds, Olympia Airport (OLM), Olympia, WA,
360-705-3925

16-17 Father’s Day Fly-In, Twin Bridges, MT, 406-684-5335

20 WPA Spokane Chapter Meeting, Topic: Dennis Casebon on Mid-Air
Collision Avoidance and Local Airspace; Marie Callendar’s Restaurant,
18:00, Blake McKinley, 509-924-0070

JULY
4 Tacoma Freedom Fair Air Show, Tacoma, WA, 253-682-1446
11-15 Arlington Fly-In, Arlington Airport (AWO), Arlington, WA; www.nweaa.org
19 Business Aircraft & Jet Preview, Boeing Field, Seattle, WA  Paul Lips,

866-202-0096
21-22 51st Annual Oregon Pilots Association Mulino Chapter Blueberry Pancake

Breakfast, Mulino, OR,  Steve Millar, 503-651-3802
21-22 EAA/Port Townsend Annual Fly-In, Port Townsend, WA  360-385-7770
21-22 18th Annual Search and Rescue Fly-In Barbecue and Breakfast, Prospect

Airport, Prospect, OR, 541-560-4077
27-29 25th Annual Concrete Old Fashioned Fly-In, Concrete Airport (3W5),

Concrete, WA, Jack Mears, 360-853-7114
27-29 Annual Mosquito Festival, Paisley Airport  (22S), Paisley, OR; Gary Casteel,

541-943-3337
28 17th Annual Fly-In, salmon bake, car show, Forks, WA,  360-374-6004

28-29 Big Sky Air Show (BZE), Bozeman, MT, 406-763-4520

AUGUST
10-12 Oregon International Airshow (HIO), Hillsboro, OR,  503-629-0706

24-25 Central Oregon Air Show, Madras, OR, (S33) 541-475-6483

25-26 2nd Annual Norwest Fly-Fest, Mahlon Sweet Field (EUG), Eugene, OR;
Phil Groshong, 541-682-5063
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