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139 and counting
down . . .

According to WSDOT, General Aviation 
will grow 44% over the next 20 years. Sometime 
back we had over 300 airports in the State of 
Washington. We now have 139. As if that fact 
is not a wakeup call, consider how many of the 
remaining139 airports are being managed and/or 
governed by public servants and/or citizens with 
no or limited expertise in aviation. Consider the 
fact that airports, because of noise and perceived 
safety concerns, have been deemed to be a pariah 
for politicians.  When was the last time you heard 
of a new airport being built . . . kind of fits with 
nuclear power plants. We, as technicians and 

engineers know they are safe and needed . . . but the public is clueless.
Consider for a moment; why would the Chelan County Planning department grant a 

permit to the owner of an old church to convert it to a daycare center knowing the structure 
was on the approach end of Runway 7 at Cashmere (See page 17 of the new Airport 
Reference Guide)? Why did the County of Snohomish request that FEMA use the Density 
Fringe methodology for Harvey Field knowing that the airport would be incompatible? 
Why the war between Pierce County and the City of Tacoma over improvements to the 
Tacoma Narrows Airport? Why has the City of Kennewick hired a non-aviation consultant 
for $58,805.57 to “identify the highest and best use of the Vista Field Airport Property?” 
Why did the Port of Hoquiam allow a 911 tower to be built at the outer marker? And what 
about landing fees at BFI? And the list goes on.

Back in 1996 we were all so proud that the State legislature enacted a recommendation 
for all municipalities to adopt “safety and noise” overlays. Let’s prevent incompatible land 
development around our airports. To date we know that 40% of these municipalities are 
not in compliance. The legislature passed recommendations to the Growth Management 
Act calling airports Essential Public Facilities. So how do Cities and Ports have the right to 
close these facilities? A few years ago WSDOT modified the language within their Grant 
Assurance Program. Yet last week the Port of Kennewick stated that they were not obligated 
to keep their airport open during the useful life of the project that our aviation taxes paid 
for? They believe they only have to pay back the “borrowed” funds.

If General Aviation is to survive in Washington, airports must be removed from or at 
best isolated from community politics. During our Board of Directors Retreat in Wenatchee 
we spent a great deal of time discussing ways to insulate our remaining airports. Here are 
four recommendations that will protect our future;

1. Require (not recommend) compliance with Noise and Safety Overlays to eliminate 
incompatible land use zoning.  

2. Strengthen the definition of an Essential Public Facility and tie it to Growth 
Management and Land Use Compatibility

3. All Property Owners must assume responsibility for all obstructions affecting the 
safe operation of an airport. It is not the obligation of the airport to displace the threshold 
because a tree or cell tower creates a significant safety hazard to aircraft. 

4. Monies received through the WSDOT Airport Aid Program come with a strictly 
enforced Agreement. “The Public Entity agrees to keep the facility open during the useful 
life of the project or for a stated term of years, whichever is longer, as determined by the 
Aviation Division.” The minimum, regardless of project, should be 20 years from the date 
of completion.

And finally to put some teeth into the WPA we have begun the process to establish 
a Political Action Committee (PAC). We have guidelines to write and legal research to 
complete. But without the money to fund candidates and buy newspaper and radio ads in 
communities with one sided interests, we have limited influence. As I have said so many 
times before, if you fly in this State, if you are a 152 driver, a freight dog, a G-5 corporate 
owner, or belong to the local airport association you can no longer sit on the sidelines.  It 
is time to get involved and it’s time to join the WPA.  

By John Dobson, WPA President

If you ask the Port of Kennewick or the City of Kennewick,  “Are you going to close 
Vista Field,” the answer you get is no. But my investigation has led me to a number of facts 
and a number of questionable decisions by the Port and the City that convince me there is 
a plan for the 92 acres called Vista Field and it does not include an airport. 

The City of Kennewick / City Council just signed a $58,805.75 contract with Belt 
Collins NW LLC consultants. Their website and the resume for their lead consultant reveal 
no background in aviation. However, they have been hired to “identify the highest and best 
use of the Vista Airport Property.” In October of 2005 Mr. Robert Hammond, Kennewick 
City Manager, wrote a letter to the Port. In it he questions the “continued viability and 
rationale of maintaining a utility airport for small aircraft in the center of the City’s most 
valuable commercial land.”

But Vista Field is owned by the “Port” of Kennewick. In September the Port paid for 
/ received a “Siting Study” from J-U-B Engineers. The study states that if the Port were 
to build a new airport to the south of Kennewick the cost would be $20.5 million. And 
on February 2008 the Port paid for / received a study titled “Vista Field Airport Study 
-Proposed Relocation to Richland Airport”. The cost to close the airport and relocate the 
current tenants to Richland would be $8 million to $13 million. The study assumes that all 
of the Vista Field tenants and their associated businesses will relocate to Richland.

It should be noted at this point that Dr. Carl Cadwell, owner of Cadwell Laboratories, 
has 110 employees with plans to add another 20 later this summer. He stated that if Vista 
Field is closed and he has to relocate, those jobs will go away. Mr. Jim Katzaroff, president 
of Advanced Medical Isotope said his company’s proximity to Vista Field is critical to his 
business. And the FBO, Tuttle Aviation, if moved to Richland would be competing with 
the two existing maintenance shops. And what happens to UPS? 

The City of Kennewick sold Vista Field to the Port of Kennewick in September 1991. 
In April of 1991 prior to the sale, the City changed the Zoning from Public Facilities 
(PF) to Industrial Light (IL). The new IL designation prohibits Airports and Airfields. By 
accepting the terms of purchase the Port indirectly / directly agreed that any development 
of “incompatible land” would require City Planning Department approval.  

The Port of Kennewick has granted a number of “through the fence” operations. From 
a business owner’s perspective “through the fence” can be a wonderful opportunity to build 
and own while still having access to an airport. The airport sponsor grants the owner access 
to the field . . . most likely for a fee. But this type of arrangement is often used to limit 
liability should the airport be closed. In conjunction with that strategy, airport sponsors 
may begin to purchase back leasehold improvements (privately built hangars). The Port 
has purchased two hangars paying above market value.  

Since 1991, some say earlier, there has been a cloud of doubt over the future of 
this airport despite the fact that some businesses have chosen to locate at Vista Field. 
According to WSDOT – Aviation Division research, the “annual economic contribution” 
to the community from Vista by its 45 based aircraft is $8,857,472. That same study shows 
Richland’s contribution from its 189 based aircraft to be $2,874,159. Both are valuable 
contributors but each for different reasons. The difference goes to the heart of business 
demanding easy and quick access to the National Transportation System. It really begs the 
question, what would Vista Field look like today if in 1991 the Port and City spent this much 

Vista Field – “CLOSED?”
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Vista Field – “CLOSED?”
time, money and effort marketing this community asset to the Aviation Community?

 I am reminded of Chicago Mayor Daley who ordered city construction crews onto an 
airport in the middle of the night. With backhoes and tractors the workers carved huge X’s 
in the asphalt and destroyed Meigs Field. He had his vision of what that property should 
be used for . . . and it wasn’t an airport. I don’t expect the City of Kennewick to be that 
ruthless or the Port of Kennewick to be that complicit. But, the fact remains that the City 
has made clear their vision of what should be and the Port has yet to spend any money for 
building improvements per their Master Plan.

We have 139 airports remaining in the State of Washington . . . at one time we had 
more than 300 private and public facilities. We know that GA will grow 44% over the 
next 25 years. If you are a pilot or business owner that understands the value of aviation 
we need your help . . . and we need it now. There will be legal challenges. There will be 
efforts in Olympia to enforce and strengthen existing law. There will be public hearings 
and protests. The WPA is preparing to stop the land developers at Vista Field . . . this is a 
battle for your rights! 

(Continued from page 1)

More are coming in and we will be posting the updates to our web site soon.

Use your Membership Card to Participate
To take advantage of the Membership Benefits Program, you must be a current, paid up member of the WPA.  

Simply contact the Business Partner, show them your WPA membership card (you can obtain your membership 
card by signing onto the WPA membership program and printing your copy from there), and mention that you 
would like to use the Membership Benefits Program.

Pireps Welcome!
When you do use the program, we would love to hear from you.  How was your experience?  Simply send 

an email to Les Flue at les@lesflue.com with your PIREP.  Make sure that you put “Membership Benefit PIREP” 
in the subject line.

If you would like to recommend a business from your area to become a partner, simply send an email to Les 
Flue (les@lesflue.com) with your recommendation. 

Let’s all go out and fly; sign up Business Partners; and Give ‘Em the Business!

Membership Benefi ts Program
is Taking Off

Since our introduction of the Membership Benefits Program at the Pacific Northwest Aviation Conference, we 
have had resounding responses from many businesses around the Pacific Northwest.

After the conference, we sent out an email to 25 businesses that were at the show, after having talked to them 
already.  Everybody we talk to has expressed resounding support of our program.

The next time you fly; please give these partners “the business”.
The following businesses have already signed up:

Membership Benefits Program is Taking Off 
 

Since our introduction of the Membership Benefits Program at the Pacific Northwest Aviation 
Conference, we have had resounding responses from many businesses around the Pacific Northwest. 
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Business and Contact Location Type of Benefit Offered 
McCormick Air Center 
Teresa Hart 
509-348-1680 

KYKM • .25 (cent) per gallon 
discount on fuel 

• 10% Discount on VFR/IFR 
Certification 
10% Discount on I-COM 
and Garmin  Handheld 
Radio and GPS 

McAllister Museum 
Roberta Dela Houssaye 
509-457-4933 
Call to arrange 

KYKM • .10 (cent) per gallon 
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AC Propeller Service 
Mike Worden 
206-762-1225 

KBFI • 10% discount on 
Propeller and Governor 
overhauls, repairs, and 
sales 

Barnstormers Restaurant KYKM • 10% Discount on food 
Northwest Aviation Center 
Dave Wheeler 
425-438-0596 

KPAE • $75.00 (regularly $90.00) 
discounted price 
towards a Flight Review; 
one hour instructor flight 
time and one hour 
ground time. 

Tsuniah Lake Lodge 
Eric Brebner 
250-392-5612 
Brebner@shaw.ca 

British Columbia, Canada • 10% discount on lodging 
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Aviation 
Alchemy
By Kirk Kleinholz

You’ve all heard the stories of medieval 
alchemists who made gold from all manner 
of unlikely stuff, such as lead and straw and 
whatnot.  Recently, I’ve become something 
of a modern day alchemist, attempting to turn 
the money from my beloved Maule into pilot 
ratings.  I sold the plane last spring when 
the missus and I moved to Berlin for a little 
European adventure.  At the time, selling the 
plane seemed a worthy bargain for the chance 
to see some of the world beyond power-off 
gliding distance.  And so it has proven; the 
last year in Berlin has been wonderful, with 
more adventures yet to come.

But this winter I was bitten anew by 
the flying bug I had thought I had forced 
into remission for the duration of our stay in 
Europe.  It turned into a full-blown infection 
when I realized I had some time on my hands 
and the cash from the Maule just sitting in 
the bank.  World events continue to make the 
conversion of dollars to euros a fairly painful 
process.  Instead, I thought, why not turn 
those dollars into ratings and endorsements, 
of which a pilot can never have too many.  
With surprisingly little effort and research, 
I found an organization willing to make the 
mysterious transformation of cash into little 
FAA cards with magical printing.

Actually I investigated a few flight 
schools, focusing on those in the southern US, 
figuring the early spring weather down south 
would be most dependable for the fast-paced 
training schedule I had in mind.  Flipping 
through the pages of AOPA Magazine led me 
to American Flyers, the company I settled on.  
They are a well-known and highly regarded 
flight school, tracing their corporate roots 
back to Jimmy Doolittle, considered one of 
the fathers of instrument flying.  From their 
several locations around the country, I settled 
on Addison Airport (ADS) just northeast of 
Dallas.

The training plan I crafted spans just 
under 10 weeks, from March 3 to May 10.  
In that time I propose to earn Instrument 
(10-15 days), Commercial (5-12 days), 
CFI-A and CFI-I ratings.  The Instrument 
and Commercial ratings would be the result 
of traditional one-on-one training, while 
the Flight Instructor ratings would come 
at the conclusion of a 30-day “Instructor 
Academy.”  American Flyers runs a new 
academy course each month at most of 
their locations.  My class in Addison will 
run from April 10 through May 10 with 
nary a day off in the middle except maybe 
for some good behavior.  This plan sounded 
fairly ambitious, but conversations with 
Mitch McCormick, the friendly manager 
of American Flyers’ Addison location, 

(Continued on page 8)
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Box 4685, Williams Lake, B.C. V2G 2V7
250-392-5612 or tsuniah@shaw.ca

By John Dobson, WPA State President

The Washington Pilots Association would not be what it is today without the 
dedication and efforts of our volunteer army. Just when you think it couldn’t get any 
better you find individuals to take it to the next level. I only wish I had more space to 
tell you just how great these members really are.

We owe them all a great deal of gratitude . . .
this year the winners are as follows . . . 

Bernie Lyman Award:
“For the member who has worked beyond the normal call of duty to 
improve his chapter, increase its size, and strengthen its purpose”. 

Background   

This member has a long history with the Paine Field Chapter. He makes phone 
calls to new members, he posts applications and posters everywhere on the airport, he is 
fearless when he walks into strange hangars and confronts people about belonging. He 
attends every single Chapter Board Meeting and harasses me endlessly to correct our 
WPA management system when he perceives that his chapter does not get credit for a 
new member. He is the only Membership Director at a Chapter Level.

This Years Winner is Dick Kinnier

Harold Wilson Memorial Award:
“Not an annual award . . . the member who has been active in 
contributing to public enlightenment about General Aviation”.

Background  

When I first arrived in Shelton to the housing construction on RWY 23 this member was 
deep in preparation of a Power Point Presentation about the value of GA to the community. 
He knew that the only way to change attitudes and perceptions was to present the benefits 
of GA. Many were reluctant to give him the time of day . . . that said he is not one to 
take no for an answer. He is now part of the Airport Advisory Board and we now have a 
City, a Port and a County that is compliant with the noise and safety overlays.  

This Years Winner is Jack Krause
 

Pilot of the Year Award
The member judged to have contributed to the Advancement of General 
Aviation throughout the Past Year

Background 

This year’s winner is one of those old bold pilots with 30,000 hours of flying . . . 
B-52s to 747’s. But that is not why he is being given this award. It has to do with his 
self-deprecating demeanor and the fact that he has a heart of gold. All you have to do is 
see the pictures of this year’s winner handling and hugging his passengers on one of his 
Angel Flight missions. This is so much more than a point A to point B flight schedule. 
This is about reaching out and touching someone less fortunate than you.

This year’s winner is Dale Bosworth

Dick Corey Award
“Shall be regarded as the WPA’s top award . . . for a distinguished record 
of accomplishment in GA, promoting safety and good relations with other 
associations including the non-flying public. This is not an annual award 
but to be presented when special recognition is deserved”.

Background  

This year’s winner is credited with picking up the pieces and restoring the Greater 
Seattle Chapter. This individual arranged for a guest speaker for the Mountain Flying 
Clinic in Wenatchee. Even though this person was not tasked to do so, this person picked 
up the pieces and saw to the timely completion and mailing of WINGS and continues 
to this day to carry the burden of Editor. She continues to support the booth at Puyallup 
and Arlington and she even found time to put together a Power Point Presentation used 
by others to extol the virtues of GA . . . without appropriate recognition. Her Joy of 
Flight Article on the 2006 Poker Run was published online by AOPA. And she even 
found time to work on the Toys for Tots Program.

This year’s winner is Colleen Turner

TSUNIAH LAKE LODGETSUNIAH LAKE LODGE
Invites all WPA members
to come and experience

B.C. hospitality
◆ Excellent fishing
◆ All inclusive
◆ Spectacular scenery
◆ Family friendly resort
◆ 4000 ft. airstrip, indicator CAF4
◆ Just 200 miles north of Vancouver

By John Dobson, WPA State President Pilot of the Year Award

2007 WPA Award Winners

By John Townsley,
WPA Legislative Director

“Poor inflight planning and the pilot’s 
inability to maintain control of the airplane… 
Factors included …wake turbulence …”

These are common statements in the 
nearly 100 aircraft accidents the NTSB data 
base lists between 2000 and 2008.  Most 
accidents where wake turbulence was a 

Wake Turbulence and the Inattentive Pilot
factor occurred during 
the landing or takeoff 
and departure phases 
of flight.  

 L ight  winds , 
para l le l  runways , 
flying beneath the 
flight path of heavy 
aircraft or helicopters 

a r e  w e l l 
k n o w n 
for creating dangerous wake 
turbulence problems.   When was 
the last time you heard the tower 
say “cleared to land, caution wake 
turbulence of landing Southwest 
737…?”  

Wake turbulence is caused 
by wing vortices generated by 
lift.  According to the Airman’s 
Information Manual (AIM) 
vortex strength is governed by the 
weight, airspeed, and wing shape 
of aircraft.  The vortices descend 

below the flight path of the generating 
aircraft.  Helicopters also generate significant 
vortices.  An important point to remember 
is that whether or not ATC warns of wake 
turbulence, it is the pilot’s responsibility to 
avoid wake turbulence encounters. 

Vortices created by large, heavy aircraft 
can be encountered a thousand feet or more 
below the flight path, and for several miles 
behind.  Wake turbulence is a consideration 
for all aircraft, but especially fixed wing 
aircraft flown by most general aviation 
pilots.

Sometimes the effects of wake 
turbulence can be catastrophic.  Recall 
American Airlines flight 587, an Airbus 
A300-605R that crashed into a neighborhood 
near Queens, New York shortly after takeoff 
on 12 November 2001.  Aggressive rudder 
use by the pilot resulted in excessive shear 
forces and the vertical stabilizer snapped 
off, resulting in uncontrolled descent to the 
ground.  In another incident reported recently 
by AOPA a Piper Saratoga encountered wake 
turbulence while on visual approach.  The 
pilot of the accident aircraft passed beneath 
the flight path of a landing Boeing 737 
while flying at significantly greater than the 
maneuvering speed of his aircraft.

Wake turbulence from small, light 
aircraft can also be a factor in accidents.  
In July 2001 an antique Boeing E75N1 
attempted to land in formation on Runway 21 
L at Spokane Felts Field.  The pilot reported 
encountering wake turbulence from the lead 
aircraft that caused the aircraft to “veer left 
and right”, and ultimately resulted in loss 
of control and damage to the aircraft.  In 
some flight situations, even encountering 
wake turbulence that is self generated can 

be hazardous.  In May 2005 an Aviat A-1B 
being used for predator control encountered 
its own wake while circling a coyote resulting 
in loss of control and a crash.

Avoidance is the best strategy for 
dealing with wake turbulence.  The AIM lists 
several recommendations:  

• When landing stay at or above the flight 
path of larger aircraft landing ahead, and 
land well beyond their touchdown point; 

• Remember that wind will push wing 
vortices – when landing on parallel 
runways be acutely aware of wind direction 
and speed!

• Be sure to fly ABOVE the flight path of 
aircraft landing or departing on a crossing 
runway;

• Be sure your touchdown point is well 
before the intersection of a crossing 
runway;

• Avoid flight below and behind a large 
aircraft’s path. If a larger aircraft is 
observed above on the same track (meeting 
or overtaking) adjust your position 
laterally, preferably upwind;

While not mentioned in the AIM, avoid 
aggressive rudder inputs and excessive 
speed that may overstress your aircraft.  And 
finally, if you must hunt coyotes from your 
aircraft, don’t fly so low you’ll lose it in your 
own wake turbulence! 

For more information, see the Airmen’s 
Information Manual, Chapter 7, available 
online at http://www.aopa.org/members/
files/aim/chapter_7.html#7-3-5.

Catering to Washington pilots since 1954

10% discount on lodging offered to WPA Members

Congratulations to the
Award Winners!!
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WPA Chapters
Around the State

Get Involved with 
WPA!

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar 
on the airport. Contact Warren Walz via 
email at www@wncpa.com

CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam 
County chapter meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month at Rite Bros (FBO) 
at Port Angeles Fairchild International 
Airport (CLM). Meetings begin at 7:00 
pm, and all are welcome. For more info 
on the Clallam County chapter, contact 
Gary Johnson at 360-452-2340.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current 
meeting schedules, please contact Harley 
Howell, Jr., (509) 684-2105, email swift-
flight@ultraplix.com

DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meet-
ings are usually held on the fourth Friday 
of the month at the Deer Park Administra-
tion Building located near the south end of 
the airport. Meetings begin with a potluck 
dinner at 6:30 pm, with chapter business 
at 7:15 pm and a special guest at 8:00 
pm. Please contact Bill Moore at (509) 
991-6133 or moore3@ix.netcom.com for 
additional information.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River chap-
ter meets for dinner at 7:00 pm on the third 
Friday of each month from September 
through June at the quonset hut at 790 Pe-

rimeter Road at Renton Airport (that’s the 
first building north of the control tower). 
For more information on the Green River 
chapter, email Daryl Hickman at flying-
seattle@yahoo.com.

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of the month, April through 
October at 9:00 am in Hangar 15 on 
Harvey Field. November thru March we 
meet before the movie at “Harvey Field 
Night at the Movies,” with meetings 
starting at 5:30 pm, and those attending 
encouraged to stay for the movie. For 
more information contact Greg Hunter 
at (206) 363-7925

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound chapter meets every second 
Thursday of the month (except during 
June, July and August), at 7:00 pm on the 
second floor of the old Port of Bellingham 
administration building, at Bellingham 
International Airport (BLI). For more 
info on the North Sound chapter, contact 
Wayne Landis at (360) 647-8206, email 
landiswg@comcast.net.

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUN-
TY - The Okanogan & Ferry County
chapter meets on the third Thursday
of the month alternating between Oka-
nogan and Tonasket. To confirm meet-
ing details, contact John Townsley 
at (509) 422-6382, email rtownsley@
communitynet.org.

OLYMPIA SOUTH SOUND - The Olym-
pia Chapter meets on the 4th Wednesday 
of each month at the Volare Cafe Italiano, 
on the Olympia Airport, west side. The 
meeting’s time is 6 pm for dinner and 
conversation, 7 pm for programs. Contact 
Mark Johnson, President, at markjohn-
son4@comcast.net, 360-754-9622 or El-
lie Heston, Secretary at irish_cubflyer@
yahoo.com

PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets every Saturday morning at 10:00 
am for a fly out lunch. Just show up at the 
Regal FBO. For more information on the 
Paine Field chapter activities, visit their 
website (accessible from the main WPA 
website at www.wpaflys.org), or contact 
Kevin Kelly 425-353-7810, email presi-
dent@wpa-paine.org.

GREATER SEATTLE - The Greater 
Seattle chapter is looking for a fresh 
infusion of energy. If you’re interested 
in serving on the Board, please call Col-
leen Turner at 425-453-7696 or email 
cturner@cruiseholidaysbellevue.com

SHELTON-SANDERSON - Jack 
Krause, President, 360-426-6272

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter generally 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month, starting at 7:00 pm, at the Pearson 
Air Museum on Pearson Field (VUO), in 

Vancouver. For more information on the 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter, please 
contact Bob Brown at (360) 607-5060.

SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner at 
Marie Callander’s Restaurant, beginning 
at 6:00 pm. (Meeting details are subject 
to change - please call first to check). The 
chapter also conducts a monthly fly-out 
on the Saturday morning following the 
chapter meeting, weather permitting. For 
more information, contact Gary White 
at 509-891-6473, or email gcwhite1@
earthlink.net

TRI-CITIES - Marjy Leggett, President, 
509-947-4347

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of 
the month at 6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, 
location TBD. For meeting details and 
more info, contact Fred Winge at (360) 
289-4189, email fwinge@techline.com.

WENATCHEE - Scott Morrison, Presi-
dent, 509-782-0500

YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the last
Friday of the month. For meeting
location and other details, contact Den-
nis Klingele at (509) 966-5300, email 
dgklingele@aol.com

By Gene Rimov

Does your chapter do something special in the way of aviation 
safety?  Five years ago Tim Riley, who was CCPA President at the 
time, initiated a twice monthly safety breakfast that has been going 
on without interruption ever since.  We meet on the second and 
last Friday of each month at the Fairmont Restaurant, 1127 West 
Highway 101, Port Angeles, at 7:30 AM.  CCPA / WPA stands for 
the Clallam County Pilots Association, but we encourage all pilots, 
not just members of CCPA, to attend.  We have had visitors from 
as far west as Clallam Bay, and pilots as far away as the east side 
of Puget Sound have attended.

 Usually, as pilots arrive there is initially an informal 
discussion on the quirks of various aircraft or the problems one is 
having with his aircraft, or about an annual that is presently being 
performed.  If anyone wishes to discuss an article, they are free 
to do so.  Jerry Nichols often brings up quizzes that he has found 
in AOPA or other magazines.  Gene Rimov often brings up dumb 
stupid tricks that irrational pilots sometimes do.  When there is an 
aircraft accident in Washington, we try to analyze, second guess, 
and find out as much information as possible.  Although the safety 
breakfast is scheduled for only an hour, discussion can informally 
extend for up to two hours or even more.

But discussion is not all that happens.  The safety breakfast 
can act as a catalyst for change, especially at the local airport.  For 
example, when runway lights at KCLM were being switched on or 
off by an identical frequency being broadcast 25 miles away, CCPA 
requested a change in UNICOM frequency.  The new frequency has 
been approved by the FCC and should get FAA approval shortly.  
A GPS approach is also in the works.  When the FAA suddenly 
and without warning changed IFR approach procedures, those 
pilots attending the safety breakfast became messengers for other 
pilots who needed to know.  As one can see, a lot of action can 
take place as a result of these breakfasts. 

News from the WPA Clallam County Chapter

Seated are: Mel Rudin, Dennis Toepke, Glenn Hagaman, Dave Miller, Bud Williams, Tim Riley, Bob Hicks, Jack 
Brown, Gary Johnson, Dennis Lee and Jerry Nichols.
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By John Townsley, WPA Legislative Director

FAA proposes new rule for tri-annual aircraft registration:
On February 28th, 2008 the Federal Aviation Administration proposes a new rule that 

will require us to re-register our aircraft every three years or when there is a change in 
ownership.  Failure to re-register will result in cancellation of the aircraft N-number– which 
makes it illegal to fly the aircraft.  Comments on the new rule can be made through May 25th, 
2008.  See the URL below for more information and for the full text of the proposed rule.  
While the fees proposed are modest ($5.00 for the initial registration or renewal thereof) 
the consequences for neglecting to complete the renewal process are large.  As might be 
expected, this is yet more fallout from the 9/11 attacks on the trade center and the aircraft 
centric hysteria that has gripped the nation.  These fears are exacerbated by well publicized 
cases where small aircraft were used for drug smuggling across our international borders.  
The current rule requires aircraft owners to respond to a query from the FAA Aircraft 
Registry every three years to validate or update address and ownership information.  It also 
requires owners notify the FAA when an aircraft changes hands, however the rule is vague 
on consequences for failure to comply.  Unfortunately, the FAA reports that about one third 
of all US registered aircraft may not have current registration.  In many cases aircraft were 
sold, but the new owners failed to register with the FAA.  In other cases aircraft owners have 
moved without completing the required notification of change of address.  In addition, the 
FAA believes thousands of aircraft still on the registry are no longer airworthy because they 
have been wrecked or are no longer flyable for lack of required maintenance.  If you have 
comments on this proposal the comment process and the new rule are described at Federal 
e-Rulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov.  Follow the online instructions for sending 
your comments electronically.  Respond to Docket Number FAA–2008–0188.

Washington State Aircraft Registration:
Most aircraft in Washington must be registered with 

the State each year.  The cost of registration is based on 
the aircraft size and class.  Of the 10,158 aircraft the FAA 
showed as residing in Washington in 2007, only 5,885 were 
registered with the State.  WSDOT attributes the difference 
between these counts to the numerous exemptions that exist 
in State law.  Most registered aircraft are piston powered, 
single engine land.  The State registration fee is broken 
down into two parts, a $15.00 registration/filing fee that 
applies to all registered aircraft, and an Excise Tax based on 
the type of aircraft, see Table 1. The entire registration/filing 
fee is credited to the Aviation Account, which is a dedicated 
fund used by the Aviation Division to collect the tax.  
The Aviation Division has allocated $7.00 of the $15.00 
registration fee to airport maintenance.  In addition, 10% 
of the excise tax collected is also credited to the Aviation 
Account for aviation purposes. The remainder goes into 
the General Fund and is not returned to aviation.  In 2007 
$86,900 in registration fees and $283,200 in excise taxes 
were collected.  The Aviation Division retained $115,200 
of the $370,100 collected.  The registration fees and taxes 
are costly to collect.  About $.20 of every dollar collected 
last year was spent for collecting the registration fee.  While 

Of Registration, Fees, and Liability Insurance

1  http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/Registration/FeeSchedule.htm, source dated 19 March 2008

$370,100 in fees and taxes was collected, only $41,000, less than $.12 for every dollar 
collected, was invested in airport improvements.  Is there a better way to pay for needed 
airport improvements and to fund operations at the Aviation Division?  Share your thoughts 
with your Chapter President, and with the WPA State President and Board of Directors.  See 
www.wpaflys.org for contact information.  

Search and Rescue Liability Coverage:
On March 17th, 2008 Governor Gregoire signed legislation that will grant aerial search 

and rescue workers the same protections from frivolous liability suits granted to all other 
search and rescue volunteers.  Anyone who uses an aircraft for personal transportation should 
thank the dedicated people with Washington Search and Rescue for this outstanding success.  
WASAR volunteers and others are ready to donate their time, resources, and aircraft to look 
for us should we encounter enroute problems and fail to reach our intended destination.  We 
owe them thanks, and protection from frivolous liability suits.

Several volunteers from the Central 
Okanogan Valley and Ferry County staffed 
a booth at the 25th  Northwest Aviation 
Conference and Trade Show in Puyallup 
on the 23rd and 24th of February.  Visitors 
to the booth learned about recreation 
opportunities, motels, restaurants, our high 
quality of life, and the many great investment 
opportunities in our communities.   Most 
visitors were pilots, aircraft owners, or 
business owners.  Hotel-Motel tax funds 
from the Cities of Tonasket, Omak, and 
from Ferry County, and a generous gift 
from Legend Resorts in Oroville funded the 
booth.   Volunteers passed out hundreds and 
hundreds of brochures and maps.  This was 
the fourth year communities in Okanogan 
& Ferry Counties have hosted a booth at the 
Northwest Aviation Conference.

John Butler, owner of American Produce 
Express in Okanogan donated several 
hundred packages of sliced apples, and 
Smith & Nelson, Inc. Apple Packers of 
Tonasket donated ten boxes of high quality 
Okanogan grown apples to offer to people 
who visited the booth.  The fruit was a huge 
draw, “I’ve been hoping you’d be here again 
this year” said one person as she munched 
on a crisp apple.   “This summer I’m going 

Volunteers from the Central Okanogan Valley 
and Ferry County Staff Booth at Northwest 
Aviation Conference and Trade Show

to go over Highway 20 [from Seattle] and 
get some fresh fruit,” she said.

Approximately two thousand five 
hundred people visited the Okanogan and 
Ferry County booth during the two day 
conference.  Every year volunteers asked 
“Have you ever visited Okanogan or 
Ferry Counties?”  People familiar with the 
booth from previous years knew about our 
communities and had visited as tourists.  
However, many newcomers to the Northwest 
Aviation Conference knew next to nothing 
about eastern Washington.  Several persons 
who visited the booth were from out of 
state, some coming from the east coast.  A 
number of people were from Canada.   Many 
people were surprised at the amount of year 
round recreation the two county area offers 
visitors.  Justin Smith observed that several 
people told him “I didn’t know there was 
so much to do in the Okanogan and Ferry 
County area!” 

Complimentary dinners-for-two, 
lunches, and motel room packages provided 
by businesses in Ferry County and the 
Central Okanogan Valley were given away 
as door prizes.  “Giving a door prize that 
causes people to visit Republic, Tonasket, 

(Continued on page 6)
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PROFESSIONALS WITH EXPERIENCE SINCE 1944

STOP DREAMING

START FLYING TODAY!

By Marian Frances Dodge Heale,
WPA Spokane Chapter 

Amid cheers from a crowd of over 1,000 
on March 15, 2008, Addison Pemberton flew 
his Boeing 40-C at Felts Field, Spokane, 
Washington, on its first public demonstration 
flight in nearly 80 years.  It is not just the 
only flying Boeing 40 in existence, but also 
the oldest flying Boeing aircraft. 

 The Boeing 40-C was escorted on its 
maiden flight by a 1931 Sr. Speedmail, and a 
1927 Travel Air 4000 refurbished and owned 
by Jim “Speed” Miller.    

The last time the Boeing 40-C flew as 
a working aircraft was on October 2, 1928, 
when Grant Donaldson flew the airplane into 
low clouds and fog in an Oregon canyon.  
The resulting crash and fire killed passenger 
B.P. Donovan of Los Angeles, and seriously 
injured Donaldson.  At the time of the crash, 
nine miles south of Canyonville, Donaldson 
was an airmail pilot for the Pacific Air 
Transport Company, flying the route between 
San Francisco and Portland.   He attempted 
to free his passenger from the wreckage, and 
succeeded in sustaining severe burns to his 
face and hands.  Donaldson was able to get 
to a highway about a hundred yards away, 
was picked up, and managed to tell others 
about the crash.  

The Boeing 40-C remained on that 
Oregon mountainside until 1993 when 
the Oregon Aviation Historical Society 
salvaged the remains.  On April 22, 2000 
Addison Pemberton of Spokane, Washington 
purchased the 
remains. The 
r e f u r b i s h e d 
aircraft  was 
re-registered as 
5389, since the 
original registration number of 5339 was not 
available.  However, the original registration 
number has since become available, and will 
soon become the new, and the old, number.

 To those who routinely hang out at 
Felts Field, his purchase appeared to be a 
bunch of rusted and burned metal tubing, 
which resembled the vague outline of 
a fuselage.  Addison was his habitually 
positive, enthusiastic self, and very proud 
of his purchase, which included the original 
data plate from the Boeing 40-C. His 
previous experience refurbishing a number 
of notable airplanes including a 1941 
Staggerwing Beech, 1931 Speedmail, and a 
1943 Stearman gave him the vision to see the 
viability of restoring this pile of metal.

 The Boeing Model 40 was originally 
built for the Post Office Department as a 
mail and passenger carrier to replace the de 
Havilland 4s that were in use.  The first flight 
was on July 7, 1925.  There were 10 Boeing 
Model 40-C Wasp powered four-passenger 
aircraft built under ATC #54.  It was the 
same as the 40A, except for the enlarged 
cabin to carry as many as four passengers 
with 500 pounds of cargo/mail.  The 37 
cubic foot mail compartment was converted 
to a second passenger compartment.  The 
passenger seats were slightly staggered to 
provide more shoulder room.  Its first flight 
was on August 16, 1928.   

Addison’s enthusiasm for this restoration 
project was infectious, and before long he 
had more volunteers than you could shake 
a rudder or a stick at.  After eight years 
and 18,000 hours of toil, the Boeing 40-C 
rolled out at the end of January 2008, a 
finished airplane.  Unfortunately, 2008 was 

the snowiest 
w i n t e r  i n 
Spokane since 
1968, so he 
had to wait a 
few weeks for 

the snow to melt so that he could test the 
aircraft’s ability to fly.  

The Boeing 40-C was test flown for the 
first time in mid-February, with Addison at 
the controls, and sons Jay and Ryan flying 
chase in their Cessna 185, loaded with video 
and camera.  Because of unknowns and 
safety, they kept the first flight quiet and 
professional.  The Boeing refurbishing saga 
has seen the expansion of the Pemberton 
family from four to six with both Jay and 
Ryan getting married in 2007.  Both wives 
were at Felts Field for the first start-up 
of the Boeing’s R1340 Pratt and Whitney 
(Wasp) 600 HP engine, as well as for the 
first flight.

The test flight went perfect with Addison 
able to fly hands-free within a few minutes 
of flight.  The aircraft has a much wider CG 
than originally thought, and Addison said it 
is easily controllable with excellent ground 
handling, good elevator, and very good 
rudder control.  He said the visibility is poor, 
but not difficult.  Addison pointed out that the 
overwhelming surprise was the stability of 

The One and Only Boeing 40-C

the aircraft – “Like a rock.”  Another pleasant 
surprise was the speed, which was much 
higher than originally thought.  Addison said 
he had to really work to keep the airplane less 
than 110 MPH, which was the safety limit for 
the first ride.  He said he is sure they have a 
125 MPH flying machine.

The project was truly a family and 
friends venture.  Addison’s wife, Wendy, was 
responsible for covering the entire aircraft 
with 120 yards of 102-ceconite fabric, 
and then rib-stitching all wings.  She also 
prepared 416 hangar meals for volunteers, 
with an average of nine place settings, which 
required 7400 paper plates, 104 gallons of 
tomato sauce and 1000 bread rolls.  The 
amount of pasta is anyone’s guess.

 Two hundred and twenty one gallons 
of dope/reducer were used on the aircraft, as 

well as 12 gallons of polyurethane paint for 
the sheet metal, most of which was worked 
by son Ryan.  The wings consist of 33,000 
individual parts.  The airplane weighs 4,080 
pounds empty, and has a gross weight of 
6,075 pounds.  It is 34 feet long and 13 feet 
tall with a wingspan of 44 feet.  Wing loading 
is 10 pounds per square foot, and power 
loading is 10 pounds per HP.  

There were a total of 62 volunteers who 
worked on the project to some degree, 21 
volunteers who did a significant amount of 
work, and nine that worked continually over 
many years.

The summer of 2008 will see the Boeing 
40-C in Oshkosh, Blakesburg, Broadhead 
and then in New York and San Francisco on 
the original transcontinental airmail route.

“If you marry a Pemberton, you 
marry the sky.’’                   -Marian Heale

or Omak is a great way to build a lasting 
impression on people” said Justin Smith, 
a volunteer at the booth.  “The Northwest 
Aviation Conference with its hundreds of 
vendors and booths attracts people from a 
wide area.  Once people visit Ferry County 
or the Central Okanogan Valley they want to 
come again and again” he said.

Nearly 300 booths and displays at the 
conference offered a wide range of aviation 
products, education opportunities, and 
recreational experiences.  In addition to 
the many exhibits, there were 49 seminars, 
courses, and aviation related speakers who 
discussed a wide range of topics during the 
conference.  Most people who attended the 
conference live in Washington, Oregon, and 
Idaho.  The Northwest Aviation Conference 
drew many people from British Columbia, 
California, other western states, and the 
midwest.  Some visitors to the booth came 
from as far away as the east coast.

Volunteers
(Continued from page 5)
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MAINTENANCE PILOT SUPPLIES 

By John Townsley, Legislative Director
Do you know about the SIDA you 

might find next time you visit an airport 
with commercial passenger service or where 
there’s an air cargo operation?  No, my friend, 
SIDA is not the latest designer drug, nor is it 
a lonely hearts club, and it’s not contagious 
(I hope).  The Security Identification Display 
Area (SIDA) is something you, I, and every 
other GA pilot must know about...  and 
avoid!  49 CFR 1542 requires every airport 
with commercial service conducted under 
FAR part 121 to have at least one SIDA.  
Since May 1, 1993 first the FAA, and now 
the Transportation Security Administration 
have required airports to maintain high 
levels of security around passenger aircraft.  
Recently those requirements have expanded 
to include cargo handling operations.  The 
SIDA, like the sterile area inside of the 
terminal, requires screening for entry and has 
stringent security measures enforced.  The 
SIDA includes the ramp used by commercial 
airliners, baggage handling areas, passenger 
loading/debarking areas, and all other airside 
areas where personnel are required to be 
screened or have identification media as a 
condition of access.  Cargo operations are 
also required to be conducted within the 
secured area of a SIDA.  While we haven’t 
seen a SIDA around many FedEx or UPS 
operations on smaller airports, we may see 
them in the future.

So, how can you tell when you are 
approaching a SIDA?  This can be a 
challenge, and depends upon where you are.  
According to the FAA Advisory Circular 
150/4350-1, Standards for Airport Markings, 
SIGNS and MARKING SUPPLEMENT 
#1 dated October 18, 1991 “…there is no 
existing or anticipated requirement to mark 
or light this area [meaning the SIDA].”  The 

AC goes on to say “If an airport operator 
desires for their own purposes to delineate 
the SIDA on their airport, the proposed 
marking should be coordinated with the 
FAA regional airports and security offices 
that have jurisdiction over the airport.”  
Within Washington a 6” wide solid yellow 
line painted on the pavement may be used 
to mark the SIDA on the ramp (Figure 
1).  However, airports in other parts of the 
country may use different markings.  For 
example, at the Juneau International Airport 
in Alaska the secure area boundary is marked 
on the ramp with a broad white line and 
the words “SIDA AREA” painted on the 
secure side of the line in large red letters 
(Figure 3).  Regardless of where you are, 
during the winter when snow blankets the 
ramp in Washington and nearby states, these 
markings may not be visible.  You may see 
signs posted outside of aircraft movement 
areas warning you about the SIDA around a 
passenger terminal or cargo facility.  These 
signs may also vary in format, but should 
provide similar information to signs used 
at the Juneau International Airport (Figure 
2).  You may or may not see equipment, 
baggage carts, cargo handlers, passengers, 
or aircraft parked on the ramp within the 
SIDA.  When landing at an unfamiliar airport 
BEWARE!!!  In almost all cases, the SIDA 
remains active and in force even if there are 
no aircraft, baggage, cargo, or equipment 
within the demarked area!!!  Save yourself 
embarrassment, and possibly a fine of up to 
$10,000 per offense!   Remember:  If there’s 
a passenger terminal or large cargo area 
on the airport you will find a SIDA!  You 
must stay clear!  If you are lonely, and want 
someone to talk to, busting the SIDA is a 
sure bet to meet a new friend.

Your Washington Pilots Association is 
working with WAMA and AOPA to convince 
the FAA and TSA that we need a consistent 
approach to marking the SIDA.  Air travel is 
valued because that strip of asphalt outside 
the hangar door unlocks a portal to the 
world.  We need consistent rules, consistent 
markings, and no hidden gotchas awaiting 
the unwary pilot who lands at a new and 
unfamiliar airport anywhere in the U.S!

Lonely?  Want Someone to Talk to?

Warning
Restricted Area

Pursuant to 49 CFR 1542
Authorized Personnel Only

Beyond This Point
Proper Identification Required

Offenders Subject to Arrest
and Prosecution

The new Passenger Terminal SIDA at Yakima’s McAlester Memorial Airport. 

SIDA markings at Juneau International Airport, Alaska.

An example of a 
warning sign that 
might be found next 
to a SIDA.

Partner(s) Wanted for a new LSA to 
be based at KPAE, KAWO, or S43. 
Choice of LSA open, but I like: Cirrus 
SRS, Bravo, Sportcruiser, and or 
Dynamic LSA.
Gene, <Gene-Vance@hotmail.com>; 
206-295-1367

Figure 1

Figure 3

Figure 2
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suggested it was feasible, depending 
of course on my dedication and work ethic 
(which to a pilot and self-respecting achiever 
sounds a bit like a dare).  A verbal handshake 
and a check in the mail committed me to the 
venture, for better or worse.

My March 2, Sunday night arrival 
in Dallas from Berlin via Newark was 
inauspicious, with a thunderstorm diversion 
into Houston.  We hadn’t enough dollars in 
the tank to hold in our appointed place in 
the already huge stack south of Dallas-Ft. 
Worth (a timely real-world lesson on IFR 
alternates and fuel reserves).  I don’t need 
to tell you about the too-late arrival at the 
DFW terminal, the baggage handling fiasco, 
or the curbside safari hunt for a ride to the 
hotel –that would just be preaching to the 
General Aviation choir.  But Monday dawned 
a good deal brighter, despite the jet lag.  A 
cheerful hotel desk clerk drove me the short 
distance to American Flyers’ school, and 
by 1:00 p.m. on that first day I was already 
spinning VOR radials and NDB relative 
bearings from greenbacks.

Tuesday morning started with my 
Instrument written test.  I had prepared in 
the previous weeks using the King DVD 
course, the value of which was proven in 
my respectably high passing score.  With 
that hurdle behind me, I jumped fully into 
American Flyer’s program of one-on-one 
ground instruction, 20 hours of flight 
simulator, and 20 hours in the venerable 
Cessna 172.  In the course of 11 days I 
worked with 3 instructors and flew with 2 

of them.  But the majority of my instruction 
came from Daniel Pool, a C-5 air crewman 
in the Air Force reserves.  Daniel has been 
instructing just over a year, having returned 
from 2 years active reserve duty in the oily 
desert.  He was an excellent mentor, with 
his greatest effectiveness stemming from his 
willingness to accommodate my personality 
and learning style and adapt his training plan 
to my 1,300+ hours of VFR experience.  
Daniel saw to it that I was able to progress at 
my own speed rather than being constrained 
by a preset syllabus designed for the more 
common student progressing directly from 
basic flight training.  (As of this writing, 
Daniel is awaiting orders to Officer school 
and Air Force pilot training, with hopes to 
fly fighters.  If any Generals call me for a 
reference, I’ll gladly give Daniel high marks, 
tempered with regrets that he didn’t choose 
Naval aviation.)  

My Instrument check ride came on 
Friday March 14, exceeding the mythical 
10-day instrument course by just one day.  
Despite Daniel’s fine instruction, I had found 
the instrument flying challenging due to the 
constantly choppy Texas air, while counting 
myself lucky I hadn’t come to Dallas in the 
summertime.  Fortune smiled on me that 
Friday, however, with Seattle-smooth air.  I 
also managed to dodge an ILS back-course 
during my test since the examiner’s favored 
airport was obscured by a low layer (though 
if asked I’ll swear I would have nailed it).  He 
made a worthy substitution of an intersection 
hold (which I didn’t exactly nail; let’s say I 
stapled the hell out of it).  As we departed 

Aviation Alchemy
(Continued from page 2)

the hold, the examiner told me to take off the 
hood for a moment to witness the unusual 
appearance of the lake-effect cloud layer 
covering most of the Dallas-Ft. Worth metro 
area but stopping abruptly just south and 
east of Addison.  My unimpressed reaction 
was that it seemed a perfectly normal state 
of affairs, based on my decade of living 
and flying in the grips of the Puget Sound 
convergence zone.  Maybe I’ve come to take 
for granted Paine Field’s VFR ops on one 
end of the runway and IFR on the other.  The 
examiner seemed a bit disappointed I didn’t 
appreciate the wonder of that particular 
cloud formation over Dallas, but apparently 
he didn’t hold it against me.  After a couple 
decent approaches mostly on partial panel, 
we flew the ILS into Addison, and he shook 
my hand as a new Instrument pilot.

American Flyers gave me that Saturday 
off to celebrate, but Sunday morning had 
me back on the schedule starting on my 
Commercial.  In just 5 more days Daniel 
managed to teach me not to forget to put the 
wheels down in our Cutlass RG.  He also 
helped me learn that chandelles and lazy-
eights are more fun when flown properly 
rather than clumsily or heavily-handed, and 
that steep spirals and turns on pylons can 
still make my tummy rumble.  Exactly one 
week after my Instrument check ride, I flew 
my Commercial check ride with “Smitty”, 
an 80-something pilot fixture at Addison 
airport with a wall full of photos of himself 
in WWII.  Smitty’s oral exam seemed more 
like a conversation and reminiscence of 
his incredible flying experience, and the 
check ride itself felt as relaxed as I imagine 
a flight with my grandfather might have 
been.  At one point, he actually asked me to 

quit talking through my procedures out loud 
because he wanted to listen to the controller.  
I reckon he could tell whether I pulled carb 
heat and put the wheels down without me 
having to recite it.  He estimates he’s trained 
or certified about 10,000 student pilots.

At the end of the afternoon Smitty also 
shook my hand, and I received my second 
temporary Pilot certificate in a week.  Some 
30 years after my first flight lessons, I can 
finally say I’m a Commercial pilot, with 
a passing understanding of instrument 
flying to boot.  Though many thousands of 
others have achieved that much and more 
in aviation, this lifelong dream-come-true 
still seems a magical transformation.  The 
money’s gone, but the new paper in my 
wallet is as good as gold.
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