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By Dave Lucke, WPA president
Our Company, BSC Group, Inc, is 

a small electrical engineering firm with  
many clients in the mining business.  As 
the price for commodities, specifically 
gold and silver has seriously escalated 
over the last several years our business 
opportunities have greatly expanded.  Just 

A Sample of General Aviation in Mexico (-or- We sure have it good)
in the last few years about 70% of our 
revenues come from projects in Bolivia, 
Peru, Mexico, and Uruguay.  We started 
doing work for Hecla Mining Company in 
Venezuela in 1999, about the time Chavez 
was elected.  Hecla was forced to sell their 
assets to RUSORO a couple of years ago.  
It has taught me how fragile a democracy 
really is.

Our client in Mexico is a Canadian 
miner known as Endeavour Silver.  The two 
projects are Guanajuato, located about 30 
miles from Leon, (BJX), and Guanacevi, 
located about 200 miles north of Durango, 
(DGO).

When I need to get from one project 
to the other, Endeavour uses a charter 
company, “Aerolineas Centauro”, located 
in Durango.  My pilot is Cesar Ontiveros, 
25, 1000 hrs, instrument, commercial and 
multiengine.  He does not speak English but 
we do OK with my Spanish skills.  Usually 
it is just Cesar and me, but this trip from 
Leon to Guanacevi there were a total of 11 
people, with baggage.

So we all show up at 9:00 a.m. at the 

GA terminal at Leon.  There are two, 206’s 
on the ramp.  I looked at Cesar and said, 
“Muy grande carga, mi amigo”.  I think 
his response was the Spanish version of 
“No s—t, gringo”.  Cesar gets out his cell 
phone, calls the boss in Durango and they 
dispatch their Britan-Norman Islander 
twin, but it will be a couple of hours to get 
to Leon.  No problem.  The baggage and a 
few guys will wait.

So I get in the first 206.  There are 
five dainty guys like me, full gas and some 
baggage.  The elevation at Leon is 5800 ft 
MSL and the temp is about 50 F.  Leon is 
an international airport with daily flights 
from Houston, Dallas and Mexico City.  I 
guessed the runway to be about 9,000 ft 
long.  Our best rate of initial climb was 
300 ft/minute to 10,500 feet.  The second 
206 was right behind us.

The trip takes about three hours with 
smooth air and pretty much cloudless skies.  
Once we were out of controlled airspace, 
Cesar took about a 30 minute nap and I 
flew the plane.  In fact, I think I was the 
only one awake.

This 206 is a 1980 model which has 
been upgraded to 300 HP and turbocharged.  
It’s thirsty, drinking about 17 gallons 
an hour at a cruise altitude of 10,500 
ft with 26 inches of manifold pressure.   
We flew north, over Aguacalientes and 
Zacatecas, then over Durango on our way 
to Guanacevi.  I told everybody, “Don’t 

(Continued on page 3)

By Paul Roberts
In July of 2009, the Washington State 

Aviation Planning Council issued its 
Aviation System Plan covering the years 
2010 to 2030.  Among their findings: 
Washington airports are threatened by 
encroachment from “incompatible” land 
uses.  To no one’s surprise, aviation noise 
presents the greatest conflict, as sprawling 
urban development reaches airports 
originally located in less developed settings.  
Land uses that are sensitive to noise (e.g. 
houses, schools & hospitals) generate noise 
complaints.  

There is a r ich 
history surrounding 
aviation compatibility, 
enc roach ment  and 
noise.  Two federal 
laws play a prominent 
role regarding aviation 
noise impacts: the Aviation Safety and 
Noise Abatement Act of 1979 (ASNAA), 
and the Airport Noise and Capacity Act 
of 1990 (ANCA).

ASNAA was enacted by Congress to 
create a uniform standard for measuring 
aviation noise and a comprehensive noise 
abatement program.  Prior to ASNAA, 
noise issues persisted as a source of 
conflict and litigation even among federal 
agencies including the EPA (which has 
responsibility for defining noise pollution 
that presents a risk to human health) and 
the FAA.  Today, the “Part 150 Noise 
Compatibility Program” (NCP) serves as 
the regulatory framework for ASNAA, 
and provides funds for noise mitigation.  
Only airports that participate in the NCP 
are eligible for federal funds and these 
airports are required to undertake a review 
of airport noise per Part 150 guidelines.  

Inconsistent local regulations of noise 
around airports, and the need by the FAA 
to promote open access to air space and 
public use airports, led Congress to pass 
ANCA, resulting in Federal Regulations - 
Part 161.  The act and regulations impose (Continued on page 3)

Among their findings: 
Washington airports are 
threatened by encroachment 
from “incompatible” land 
uses.

Land Use Compatibility, 
Encroachment and Noise

requirements on aircraft weight and noise, 
establishing classifications of aircraft noise 
ratings (stages 1, 2, 3 & 4), and prohibiting 
state and local governments from imposing 
more stringent noise restrictions.  

ASNA A and ANCA provide a 
framework to address aircraft noise, 
and to fund noise abatement.  The noise 
standards established by EPA are 
based on thresholds intended to protect 
people from health risks associated 
with prolonged exposure to noise.  
NCPs define these thresholds and employ 

them for the purposes 
of reducing health 
r i sk s  and f u nd i ng 
noise abatement and 
mitigation.  The NCPs 
and noise abatement 
programs were not 
designed to address 

nuisance noise levels that interfere 
with common use and enjoyment of 
property, but may not pose a health 
risk.  This is a critical distinction for 
land use planning around airports and 
addressing encroachment.  Nuisance 
noise complaints generate conflicts near 
airports.  However, nuisance noise is 
not addressed under federal programs - 
ASNAA or ANCA.  Nuisance noise is 
regulated by state and local laws which 
are precluded in part by ANCA from 
regulating aircraft noise. Furthermore, the 
standards for measuring nuisance noise 
differ significantly from Part 150 NCPs. 

NCPs use a noise methodology that 
measures background noise and cumulative 
impacts of multiple noise events.  This 
formula includes the effects of intensity, 
duration, frequency, and time of occurrence 
and produces a rating/metric known as the 
“day-night average sound level (DNL).(1)  
DNL levels are mapped with noise contours 
of 65, 70 and 75 DNL, and include existing 
and future - projected - noise levels.  These 
noise contours serve as the basis for noise 
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When Things Go Bump In The Flight
By Geoff Beth

Having flown gliders in New England, landing with a quarter inch of ice, and even 
as a traffic reporter in Boston in some of the worst 300 weather imaginable, I wonder if 
perhaps all this experience had diluted my pilot “spidey-senses” when it comes to “go” or 
“not go.” The day the instructor and I saw building cumulus a few miles off the airport 
with a single ponytail of virga around 6,000’ (Clue #1) 20-30 minutes before it would be 
even close, I figured, “No big deal. We can still squeeze in three or four T n G‘s.” Three 
minutes of actual consideration later, I selfishly committed us to one of the most death 
defying rides of an almost shortened-life.

As soon as I applied full throttle to the little C150, the winds bee-lined from 300 @ 
6 (RWY HDG) to 14G22 out of 270, and almost full rudder was needed just to keep us 
aligned (Clue #2). Rotating into what should have been a 400 FPM climb, it just lumbered 
along as if to say “Are you sure you want go there?” (Clue #3). Barely climbing with an 
increasing groundspeed (Clue #4) the airspeed indicator dancing between ends of the green 
arc (Clue #5). How many clues does it take? 

“Down draft! My airplane.” The instructor commanded over the intercom as we 
narrowly cleared what would be the edge of the plateau. Still flying … barely. We were now 
in that shaft of rain that seemed so far away (please refer back to Clue #1). Ground-speed 
was a little faster—still showing 60kts and trying to squeeze every vertical foot out of our 
violently pitching aircraft.  This flight had gone from “pleasure” to “pressure” in about a 
mile and in less than a minute.

On the radio three other aircraft were squawking their displeasure at this sudden turn 
of weather and were trying to race in below the cascading curtain. One pilot said “It’s like 
this for 100 miles”. The tower gang was, dutifully accommodating all of us (while clamoring 
to amend the METAR) in a controller equivalent of “All aircraft cleared for landing, any 
runway.” We positioned ourselves for a very short final for RWY 30, then RWY26, then, 
cleared to RWY30 again-much like the winds now 19G32 teetering between 270 & 310 
degrees with an occasional 060 just to keep things interesting. Two aircraft in front, one 
aside, landing in a carefully choreographed routine— with one clearing the runway as the 
other would land adjacent, couldn’t have been scripted any better by trained formation 
pilots! Then it was our turn, as my instructor, keeping power in, jammed the nose down 
and pointed it at the numbers. “Keep our speed up in that downdraft” she said. We spiraled 
down to a 45 degree final. Right before the threshold, we cut throttle and began a 5,000’ 
flare down the 6,000’ surface. Settling as gracefully as if driving over a small log, but 
alive and on the ground. Hands melded to the shape of yoke, braking together, barely, we 
made the last taxiway. Tower had already cleared us to the gate back at the ‘first’ flare.

Lighting crashed; I later noticed how close the flash really was when I had to reset 
my blinking dashboard clock. That was close enough into the “mouth of doom” for us that 
day. The instructor, a retired 747 captain, tens of thousands of hours experience, politely 
“apologized” for the flight, and I wouldn’t accept that it was really I, acting as PIC, who 
had made that wrong decision. Though, I never was able to fly with her again, I think we 
both learned something that day.

Here are the lessons I learned that day:
#1. Always get the full weather briefing from approved sources EVEN IF “it’s just 

pattern work” Conditions change very rapidly near severe weather. In our case, the time 
it took to taxi and perform a run-up.

#2. Use ADM. in a reasonable logical order, beware of “macho”, “complacent”, and 

“Oh we’ve done this A MILLION TIMES BEFORE” it can kill you… Wondering about 
limits and extremes is best served over a warm cup of vending machine coffee in the pilots 
lounge ~ Not while flying in them.

#3. If you’re ready to depart, and find yourself thinking; “Hmmm, SHOULD we, or 
SHOULDN’T we?” Chances are pretty good this is probably good time NOT to. The longer 
it takes to justify the flight (like our departure), the less likely it is we should actually do it!

And #4; There’s a REASON to avoid severe weather by 20+ miles. Just because 
you can’t see it, doesn’t mean it’s not there- Inflows, outflows, sudden core shifts and even 
hail cascading out of sides of clouds …. Again, more fun watching from the ground than 
from un-expectantly IN IT.

Remember, the pilot certificate is often termed “a lesson to learn.”  I learned something 
valuable on that blustery day.

Geoff Beth is a private pilot based at KLWS/Lewiston, Idaho.  He is a board member of 
the WPA/Spokane Chapter, and a “weather geek.”  You can see the full story plus pictures 
and more at:  www.av8news.net 

By Dave Lucke, WPA president
The Washington Pilots Association would not be what it is today without the 

dedication and efforts of our volunteer army. Just when you think it couldn’t get 
any better you find individuals to take it to the next level. I only wish I had more 
space to tell you just how great these members really are.  We owe them all a great 
deal of gratitude . . . this year the winners are:

Bernie Lyman Award: “For the member who has worked beyond the normal 
call of duty to improve his chapter and strengthen its purpose”

This year we are honoring two members from the same Chapter.  This is about 
putting your money where your mouth is. This airport has had a number of challenges 
providing enough hangar space for its tenants. The airport also had a problem with where 
to locate new hangars. As an airport sponsor you have two paths to take. First you can 
try to build the facilities yourself. Or you can allow developers to come in and build and 
let them set “whatever the market will bear rates”. In other words you can control your 
future or let someone else control it for you. In this case these two individuals came in 
and built buildings not only for themselves and a few other lucky buyers, But they built 
them with the intent of sharing with the Chapter. I know, because we held state board 
meetings there in 2009. They have meeting rooms and all the amenities. They truly have 
changed the South East corner of the Yakima airport.   

This Year’s Winners are: Tom McMahon and Ola Vestad

Harold Wilson Memorial: “For contributing to public enlightenment about 
General Aviation”

This year we have decided that to offer our Harold Wilson Memorial Award to one of 
those rare individuals that have done just about everything you can imagine in aviation. 

2010 WPA Award Winners and election results announced
He has served in the military, worked for Boeing, been a flight instructor and mentor, 
built his own airplane. And all the while he has kept a smile on his face. Not only did 
he build his own airplane but last year he flew it non-stop from Paine Field in Everett 
to Fredericksburg VA. The unique part is this airplane weighed580 pounds empty. This 
member has been honored by many organizations . . . It is time we honored our own.

This year’s winner is:  Arnold Ebneter

Dick Corey Award: “Shall be regarded as the WPA’s top award . . . for a dis-
tinguished record of accomplishment in GA and community service”. 

This member is one of those rare finds of talent and energy. So often we take our 
volunteers for granted. This individual came to us by responding to an advertisement in 
a trade publication. I doubt that many of you know his name or what he did. He sat in his 
office without complaint looking at our records and diligently entered all of those checks 
you send in for membership renewals. And he completed all of the financial repowers. 
He also set up and managed the WPA Political Action Committee. I know this may not 
seem like glamorous work. But trust me when I say this organization could not function 
without him. And now that his term is up he did something most volunteers rarely do . 
. . he found us a replacement. That is huge to any volunteer group.  

This year’s winner is: Tom Fox

ELECTION RESULTS
President Dave Lucke    
VP West Charles Hower (Incumbent) 
Director at Large Les Smith     
Membership Director Jerry Ward    

Get Your Business
Off the Ground…
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Ad rates & info at
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even think about drinking that second cup 
of coffee, it’s a three hour trip.”

The airplane is nicely equipped with 
a Garmin 430, Garmin audio panel, and 
Garmin transponder.  I don’t think the old 
ARC, (Cessna), radio worked because it was 
never on.  There is also a Trimble LORAN, 
but I don’t know why.

It is important to understand that the 
Guanacevi area is very remote.  The Sinola 
drug cartel pretty much controls the area so 
we mind our own business.  The airport is 
a “turf” runway on the side of a hill at 7500 
ft MSL.  It is long, about 5000 feet, but I 
don’t think I would want to fly this load out 
of this airport.

The second 206 lands about five minutes 
after we do.  We will not discuss weight and 
balance but this is proof that the Cessna 206 
will pack a load !!!!. 

President’s 
Message
(Continued from page 1)

mitigation measures and abatement funding.  They also serve as a clear line defining the 
limits of liability or responsibility under federal programs.  Noise levels below 65 DNL 
are typically not on the FAA’s radar screen. 

As noted, nuisance noise is regulated by state and local governments and excludes 
aviation noise.  Noise regulations vary among jurisdictions regarding noise events, intensity, 
frequency, duration and time of day as well as liabilities and penalties associated with 
violations.  However, they tend to have common attributes, including measuring noise 
using the decibel (dBA) scale, defining nuisance noise beginning at 55 dBA, and violations 
treated as civil infractions.  

Aviation noise levels below 65 DNL are not regulated.  These noise levels may not pose 
a risk to physical health, but they can intrude on the “quiet enjoyment” of real property 
for a homeowner, resident, student or patient in a noise sensitive use.  Normal airport 
and aviation operations frequently exceed nuisance noise at 55 dBA.  Such noise events 
clearly generate complaints, compatibility conflicts and an unfortunate political dilemma 
for airports and adjacent property owners, as well as local politicians who are asked to 
referee such conflicts.  

The most effective means to avoid such conflicts is to separate sensitive land uses 
from airports.  This is recognized in Washington law, RCW 36.70.547: “Every county, city, 
and town in which there is located a general aviation airport...shall...discourage the siting 
of incompatible uses adjacent to such general aviation airport.”  The statute goes on to 
require consultation with WSDOT Aviation as the appropriate means to address conflicts.  

Aviation and local land use planners should look outside the airport fence and  
cooperatively develop strategies to address land use compatibility and nuisance noise before 
development is proposed near the airport.  If such development is already in place, then 
noise mitigation measures may be in order.  WSDOT Aviation just released “Airports and 
Compatible Land Use Guidebook” available on their website.  It is an excellent guide to 
help in this effort (http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/Planning/ACLUguide.htm).

  
1. The FAR Part 150 Airport Noise Compatibility Planning Program - An Overview 
(FAA Guidance http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/apl/noise_emissions/
planning_toolkit/media/II.B.pdf ) 

Paul Roberts served as Vice Chair of the Washington State Aviation Planning Council.  
He works for BERK, a consulting firm in Seattle, and serves on the Everett City Council.

Land Use (continued from page 1)
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www.dynamicpaths.com                    206-579-2757

WSDOT accepting applications for 
next round of airport aid grants

Airport sponsors interested in receiving state funding for airport improvements can 
now apply for the first round of WSDOT Airport Aid Grants for the 2011-2013 biennium. 
Applications must be submitted no later than 5 p.m. on May 6, 2011. Applicants are 
encouraged to submit application packets before the deadline. Eligible projects must 
begin after July 1, 2011. 

To apply, airport sponsors can fill out the online application form. Since a signature 
is required, sponsors must print, sign and mail the form with applicable supporting 
documentation: 

Statement of support from appropriate elected official 
Adopted resolution stating matching funds are available and authorized 
Preliminary plans and specifications 
Detailed schedule (project milestones) 
Property appraisals (land acquisition projects) 
Detailed cost estimate and/or bid results and spending schedule 
Consultant selection process documentation (for engineering and planning projects) 
Proposed consultant Scope of Work and budget 
Any sustainability policies or ordinances in place to address greenhouse gas  

  emissions 
Number of jobs the project is expected to create 
Grant Application Checklist (pdf 18 kb) (doc 52 kb). 
While the exact amount is yet to be determined, WSDOT anticipates awarding 

up to $1 million in grants to qualifying airports. Airport sponsors will be notified of 
grant awards the week of July 4, 2011. This round of funding will focus on projects 
occurring over the next 12 months. 

As a condition for grant eligibility airport sponsors are required to have completed 
their annual review and update of their information on the Airport Information System 
database by the end of the previous calendar year. 

Airport sponsors with existing open grants are reminded that projects must be 
completed and have Invoice Vouchers submitted by June 30, 2011. 

WSDOT accepts appl icat ions f rom any municipal ity or federal ly 
recognized tribe that owns an open, public-use airport in Washington State. 
The maximum amount WSDOT can award for a single grant is $250,000.  
Airports are encouraged to contact WSDOT airport construction project manager 
Eric Johnson at 360-651-6303 to discuss proposed projects or receive assistance with 
applications. A second grant cycle will be offered in 2012 for the 2011-2013 biennium. 
More information on the Airport Aid Grant Program is available at:
www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/grants/default.htm

Company logo 206 “Heavy”206 panel

Wide base for the airport, what airport??? Short final at Guanacevi

On Monday, 14 March, Cesar shows 
up to pick me up.  We flew to Mazatlan 
where I get on an Alaska Airlines flight to 
come home.  An Alaska Airlines pilot, John 
Beiter, sits next to me as he is dead heading 
to LAX.  John owns a 185 with his brother 
in Ellensburg.  (I took this opportunity to 
use the internet available on this flight and 
allow John to join WPA.  John is an A&P/

AI.  Welcome aboard, John.)
Many people ask me how I can work in 

such dangerous parts of the world?  Well, 
many parts of our own country are equally 
dangerous, Washington D.C., Los Angeles, 
Harlem just to name a few.  It is important 
to always be vigilant no matter where you 
travel.  My clients usually provide a driver 
which minimizes th e use of taxis.  I fin d  

the work interesting and challenging.  It 
is enjoyable to work occasionally in a less 
structured environment.

However, I am always thankful, when 
I return, to live in the greatest country to 
ever exist in this planet, The United States 
of America.  Life needs to be an adventure, 
if you are not living on the edge, you are 
taking up too much space.
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WPA Chapters Around the State
ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday 
of every third month (February, May, 
August and November) at 6:30 pm. Meet-
ings are held in the Micro Aerodynamics 
hangar on the airport. Contact Ken Davies,
ifl y4real@comcast.net, 360-675-7526.
BREMERTON - Contact Don Dicksion 
at 360-620-5546 or donanjudy@tscnet.
com for further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam 
County chapter meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month at Rite Bros (FBO) at Port 
Angeles Fairchild International Airport 
(CLM). Meetings begin at 7:00 pm, and all 
are welcome. For more info on the Clal-
lam County chapter, contact Jerry Nich-
ols, oldnick@olypen.com, 800-292-2978.
COLVILLE VALLEY - For current 
meeting schedules, please contact Dave 
Garringer, colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 
509-684-1566.
DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meets at 
the Deer Park Airport (KDEW) Adminis-
tration Building on the last Thusday of the 
month, except in February, November and 
December. The Administration building is 
located near the south end of the airport. 
A potluck dinner begins at 6:30 pm, with 
an aviation-related program beginning at 
7:15, followed by a short business meet-
ing. Guests are always welcome. For more 
information about Deer Park chapter and 
its activities, please contact Roy Lake-
wold at 509-276-5733 or email rbl77@
earthlink.net.
GREEN RIVER - The Green River chap-
ter meets for dessert and program at 7:00 
pm on the third Friday of each month from 
October through June at the Auburn Station 
of the Valley Regional Fire Authority at 1101 
D Street N.E. in Auburn. For more infor-
mation on the Green River chapter, email 
Perry Chinn at hawkfather1@msn.com
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of each month, year round, at 
10:00 am in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. 
For more information on activities, please 
visit the WPA web site, click on the Har-
vey Field Chapter, and visit the Activities 
Calendar. For more information contact 
Charles Hower at 425-418-7655.

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound chapter meets every second 
Thursday of the month (except during 
June, July and August), at 7:00 pm on the 
second fl oor of the old Port of Bellingham 
administration building, at Bellingham 
International Airport (BLI). For more 
info on the North Sound chapter, contact 
Chip Laplante, kidcomet@comcast.net, 
360-920-4181.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- 
The Okanagan & Ferry County chapter 
meets on the third Thursday of the month 
alternating between Omak and Tonasket.  
We go dark for the summer after a fl y-in at 
the Twisp Airport on May 22.  We start up 
again in September.  To confi rm meeting 
details, contact Lee Orr at 509-486-
4502 or Monica Oakes at 509-422-0678 
(2monica8@gmail.com).  Anyone in the 
Twisp area on Friday night is encouraged 
to come by the airport.  Pilots gather every 
Friday night.  Contact Bob Hoffman for 
more information – 509-997-8141.
OLYMPIA SOUTH SOUND - The 
Olympia Chapter meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at Pearson 
Air on the Olympia Airport at 7:00 pm. 
In addition, Pearson Air offers FREE 
ground school instruction for both new 
and licensed pilots every Tuesday evening 
at 6:00 pm. Contact Reyna Meenk, 
President, meenk@hotmail.com or call 
360-539-2005.
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the fi rst Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit 
www.wpafl ys.org/chapters/paine or send 
email to paine-president@wpafl ys.org
SHELTON-SANDERSON - Brandon 
Harnish, President, 360-432-2065
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter has the 
following meetings scheduled for 2010:  
4th Thursday in May and September at 
7:00pm  and Sunday Brunch on December 
4.  Meetings are held at the Dollars Corner 
Fire Station.  For more information, con-
tact Bob Brown at 360-607-5060.

SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
Chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner at 
Marie Callander’s Restaurant, beginning 
at 6:00 pm., located at 2111 N. Argonne 
in the Spokane Valley. Meeting program 
information and upcoming special events 
can always be found on the WPA webpage 
under the Spokane Chapter tab.  For more 
information, contact Chapter President 
Tom Morris, tzmorris@comcast.net or call 
509-924-5544.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter 
meets at 6:30 pm at Bergstrom Air-
craft FBO, Tri-Cities Airport (KPSC), 
Pasco on the fourth Thursday of each 
month. For information, contact Marjy
Legge t t  509-547-5457  or  emai l
MarjyL@charter.net

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at 6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location 
TBD. For meeting details and more info, 
contact Fred Winge at (360) 289-4189, 
email fwinge@techline.com.
WENATCHEE - Mary Ann Fish,
flyingfishwa@earthlink.net, 509-860-
1973.
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the fi rst 
Thursday of the month. For meeting
location and other details, contact Cindy 
Fahsholtz, President at 509-895-4061, 
email cindyfahsholtz@yvmh.org.

New Expanded Web Forum
for Northwest Airports

By David Herman
Pacifi c Northwest Flying (www.pacifi cnorthwestfl ying.com) is an online discussion 

forum and resource for pilots in Washington and the surrounding region.  Online for 5 
years and growing, Pacifi c Northwest Flying serves as a 
great way to interact with other pilots and to gather and 
share information about fl ying events, destinations and 
other topics around Washington and beyond.  Pacifi c 
Northwest Flying also hosts a dedicated discussion forum 
specifi cally for WPA.

New as of April fi rst, Pacifi c Northwest Flying has now 
expanded to include an extensive set of discussion forums dedicated to each and every 
airport in the region: under the new section (“Pacifi c Northwest Airports”) users will fi nd 
sub-forums for every public use airport in Washington – and also for those in Oregon, Idaho 
and BC.  For each airport in Washington, there’s an “Overview” post with a basic description 
of the airport, (usually) with a photo, and links to other resources about the airport, along 
with any previous discussion/contributions made by pilots who know the fi eld.  Thinking 
about a fl ight to Quillayute (for example), and looking for some fi rst-hand reports, or have 
a question?  Just head into the Washington Airports section, drill down into the Quillayute 
forum, and read the Overview and what other pilots have had to say about that airport.  
Don’t see the info you want?  Post a question there – someone should respond quickly. The 
forums are set up with a typical “directory” structure, so fi nding the discussions about a 
particular airport should be easy.  Remember, this is a user-driven resource (rather than a 
database), so everyone is encouraged to post their comments and questions.

Pacifi c Northwest Flying takes a regional view of things: while most forum members 
live and fl y primarily in Washington, we also enjoy the participation of many members from 
Oregon, Idaho and British Columbia, and the new Airports section refl ects that (although 
we’re still fi lling in the content for airports beyond Washington, and things will be under 
construction for a while).  All are great places to fl y, and we encourage everyone to explore 
new airports around the region and enjoy its many attractions.

Pacifi c Northwest Flying is free and open to all pilots and others interested in aviation.  
Anyone can browse the forums; registration is required to reply and post new topics.  There’s 
no cost, there are no annoying ads, it’s spam-free and there are no strings attached (all 
we ask is that you play nice with others and follow our posting guidelines so we can keep 
things friendly and on-topic).

It’s a great online community and a valuable resource for pilots.
We hope you will join in and add your own contributions.
Please check us out at  www.pacifi cnorthwestfl ying.com.

By Tom Jensen, Airports Director
Once every two or three years, the Green River Chapter and Greater Seattle 99s 

team up to host a Poker Run and BBQ lunch.  Don’t want to wear out a good thing, 
but it’s that time again!  

The Chapter will again organize the poker run, providing a chance to win 
everybody else’s modest entry fee and personally end the recession.  Part of the 
receipts, less than what the local casinos keep, will go to the Chapter’s scholarship 
fund.  

Participating airports have not been selected, but it will end up back at 
Evergreen Sky Ranch for a BBQ.  As the 99s are a 501c3, your donation for a nice 
meal will be tax-deductible and will go towards a $2,000 aviation scholarship open 
to any student.

This has been a great event open to all pilots, especially those from other WPA 
chapters. We have had as many as 22 airplanes and over 70 folks participate. 

Poker run eaters seeking shade

Green River Chapter 
Aerial Poker Run

Save that date and plan for some fun and camaraderie!

Want more Pilot information? Call Gary Fernandes @ 360-963-2485
CLALLAM BAY - SEKUI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TOURISM COMMITTEE - WWW.SEKUI.COM
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By Mark Lessor, Aviation Technician,
Idaho Transportation Department, 
Aeronautics Division

Meteorological Test Towers– the Invisible Threat

Aviators in Idaho have had several 
years to get used to sharing the skies with 
the blossoming wind turbine industry. 
Pilots typically become aware of turbine 
farms through local news reports, updates 
in the Rudder Flutter, or by noticing a new 

obstruction symbol on a just-purchased 
sectional chart. The sheer size of the 
turbines and the numbers that comprise an 
average wind farm make them reasonably 
easy to avoid in VFR conditions.  The 
Division of Aeronautics has recently been 
made aware of a hazard that precedes the 
construction of the 400 to 500 foot high 
turbines. Proponents of wind farms evaluate 

GENERAL AVIATION DAY
WASHINGTON PILOTS ASSOCIATION AND PAINE FIELD PRESENT

SATURDAY, MAY 21
9:00 AM – 3:30 PM | PAINE FIELD

FEATURING
Flying Heritage Collection (FHC) and Historic Flight Foundation Fly Day
50% off admission at FHC | Historic Flight Foundation open house, 2-5PM

Taste of Mukilteo | Free Young Eagles flights (Kids 8-17)
Cascade Warbirds | Fire Fighters Fly Day 5K and Pancake Breakfast

Museum of Flight Restoration Center | Static aircraft display

FOLLOW THE SIGNS TO FLYING HERITAGE COLLECTION!
WWW.WPAFLYS.ORG

General Aviation Day Comes to Paine Field!!
By Les Smith
Paine Field Airport and Paine Chapter of the Washington Pilots Association are pleased to announce the 16th annual 
General Aviation Day, coming on Saturday, May 21st. This public event is for everyone, with lots of fun, food and 
activities for all ages. Admission is free!

The day starts at 8:00 am with the Fly Day 5k Run, followed at 9:00 am with a Firefi ghter’s pancake breakfast, with 
proceeds to benefi t the Northwest Burn Foundation. The main event kicks off at 9 am, when the gate opens for free 
Young Eagles fl ights for kids ages 8 to 17, along with aircraft displays,  local vendors and discount-priced scenic fl ights.

Our event coincides with the fi rst day of the 2011 season for the Flying Heritage Collection. Additionally, Historic Flight 
Foundation is conducting an Open House from 2:00 until 5:00 pm. There’s more food with the addition of the grilled 
treats from Kiwanis and Rotary. We have a dedicated Kid’s Activity Tent, which includes balloon crafts, face painting and 
two showings of the Museum of Flight’s Robotics show.

Come see the latest in general aviation aircraft as well as many of the airplanes owned and operated by local private 
pilots. Vintage aircraft and warbirds will be on display, thanks to the participation of the Museum of Flight, the Flying 
Heritage Collection, Historic Flight Foundation, and the Cascade Warbirds.

Take a fl ight, meet the pilots, see one-of-a-kind aircraft, talk with the fl ight schools, enjoy great food, watch the fl yovers – 
all this and more. Plenty of transient aircraft parking.

For more info, visit www.wpafl ys.com. 

Hope to see you on Saturday, May 21st!

particular sites for wind energy generation 
potential by installing “meteorological test 
towers.” These structures typically remain 
at a site for a full year, gathering wind 
speed, direction, temperature, and other 
information. The collected data then allows 
a landowner and turbine company to make 
an educated decision regarding the potential 
of a specifi c site.

Meteorological test towers have two 
characteristics that make them a threat 
to aircraft legitimately operating below 
200 feet AGL (i.e. aerial applicators, fi re 
fi ghting aircraft, game survey fl ights, and 
predator control). One is their physical size. 
Though they reach the same height as the 
more plentiful cell phone towers, they are 
slimmer in diameter, rarely exceeding 36” 
at the base. If not marked, they are diffi cult 
to spot depending on light conditions and 
background. Their other characteristic is the 
temporary nature of the installation. They 
are erected in a matter of days, then a year 
or eighteen months later they can be gone. 
To date, no accidents have been attributed to 
these towers in Idaho, although many pilots 
have “close-call” stories to relate. 

This aviation hazard is unique in the 
sense that they are temporary in nature 
and are not currently evaluated by the State 
of Idaho or the FAA as obstructions to air 
navigation. Luckily, these skinny threats 
to aviators are bound to disappear once the 
industry has “built out” all suitable wind 
generation locations.

Wyoming, which has had more wind 
energy development than Idaho, has recently 
addressed this hazard with new legislation 
requiring that the structures be marked 
in a way that makes them visible during 
daylight hours from a horizontal distance of 
2000 feet. Only meteorological test towers 
over 50’ high and outside of city limits are 
required to be marked.

The State of Idaho is cur rently 
considering adopting similar requirements 
for these test towers.  In the meantime, pilots 
conducting legitimate low-level fl ights must 
be mindful that an area they may be familiar 
with today, could change tomorrow, with no 
notice and very little, if any, obvious signs.

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

JOIN WPA

www.wpaflys.org

Washington Pilots Association

www.wpaflys.orgwww.wpaflys.org
Please Join or renew today!

WPA is working to 
advance the interests 
of general aviation in 
Washington State.



Page 6 - WPA Wings April-May 2011

By Marjy Leggett

The War Years
The attack on Pearl Harbor brought an 

immediate expansion to the wartime Naval 
Aviation program. In December of 1941, all 
the commanders of naval reserve aviation 
bases in the United States were called to 
Washington, DC. They were told to expand 
their respective stations to accommodate 
an increase in the number of naval aviation 
trainees. Since it was not possible to expand  
the Sandpoint Naval Station in Seattle, Capt. 
B. B. Smith (U. S. N. Retired), was ordered 
to seek out and procure the necessary space 
east of the Cascades as close to Seattle as 
possible.

After evaluating several locations in 
Eastern Washington and Idaho, Capt. Smith 
recommended Pasco. The weather was 
excellent, the right amount of uncultivated 
land was available close to a small city, 
and the Bureau of Reclamation already had 
available the quarter-section contour maps. 
The land was owned by Franklin County, 
Franklin County Irrigation District No. 1 
and by the Northern Pacifi c Railroad, all of 
whom were willing to sell to the Navy for 
$1.00 per acre. 

After the site was approved and land 
purchased, it was decided to build the 
base so that it could later be converted to 
accommodate carrier-based squadrons 
of fighter planes. Capt. 
Smith returned to Pasco 
and purchased additional 
land (currently the Sun 
Willows Golf Course and 
the CBC campus) at $10.00 
per acre, doubling the total 
acreage to 2,285 acres. 
Total acquisition cost or 
$5,000 made Pasco station 
the lowest cost by far of the 
11 identical stations that 
were built in early 1942.

Capt. Smith, known 
as “the father of U.S. Naval 
Air Station, Pasco,” over-
saw the construction of the 
Pasco Naval Station which 
began on March 23, 1942. Construction was 
at a fast pace in an effort to complete the 
base as soon as possible and begin training 
recruits. Seventy thousand square yards 
of landing fi eld surface was paved in one 
day. Capt. Smith was also the base’s fi rst 
commander, and only four months after 
ground breaking, commissioned the station 
on July 31, 1942. 

NAS Pasco’ original purpose was to 
provide primary training to aviation cadets 
and to train aircraft mechanics and other 
support personnel under Naval Air Primary 
Training Command (NAPTC). Each cadet 
received 84 hours of training in a Stearman 
“Yellow Peril” including soloing at 12 hours, 
acrobatics, formation f lying, and night 
fl ying. From July 31, 1942 to December 
1943, 1,878 cadets graduated with 260,000 
hours and only 5 cadet fatalities. After 
Primary training at NAS Pasco, cadets 
received intermediate and advanced training 
at Corpus Christi. 

Having started with only 600 recruits 
from the decommissioned Sandpoint base, 
it became necessary for Capt Smith to do 
some recruiting to fi ll the complement of 
up to 2,000 men. He came up with some 
very innovative ideas. He understood 
the difficulty of attracting young men 

History of the Tri-Cities Airport, Pasco WA
to relatively unpopulated desert. So, he 
recruited an entire semi-professional 
baseball team. They played 52 games and 
won 50 of them. This provided not only 
good publicity, but the $50,000 they raised 
also contributed to efforts in stocking the 
ship’s services department that provided 
goods that the sailors on the base would 
need. Capt. Smith also enlisted Jackie 
Souder’s band and all of its instruments. 
The shows they played throughout eastern 
Washington helped to raise another $25,000 
for ship’s service. 

At about one year into the operation 
of NAS Pasco, Capt. Smith received a 
visit from Colonel Matthias, Senior Army 
Corp of Engineers Offi cer at Hanford. He 
told Capt. Smith he was there to ascertain 
what the operation was and to determine 
whether he would close it down or not. 
He did not, but shortly after his visit, Capt 
Smith received a letter from the Chief of 
the Bureau of Aeronautics of the U. S. 
Navy cancelling Capt. Smith’s reservation 
of air space at Priest Rapids for a gunnery 
range. He was also told not to ask for 
reconsideration. Capt. Smith begrudgingly 
acknowledged “the power that resided in 
the hands of the people that were building 
Hanford. They could write their own ticket, 
and did!”

Capt. Smith thought it was a good idea 
to enlist women in to the uniformed service 

of the Navy and said so numerous times to 
the 13th Naval District Commandant. In 
December of 1942, shortly after Congress 
created the program enlisting “Women 
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service” 
or WAVES,  the fi rst detachment arrived 
at NAS Pasco. It was the fi rst time in the 
history of the Navy that enlisted women 
were quartered and subsisted on a naval 
station.  The presence of the WAVES was a 
success and very benefi cial to NAS Pasco, 
not only for the contributions they made to 
the work force, but because their presence 
“toned-up” the men from an appearance 
standpoint. 

In December of 1943, NAS Pasco began 
the second phase of its wartime service 
when it went from Primary Training status 
to Fleet Operational status with temporary 
housing and training of Fleet squadrons as 
well as performing overhauls and repairs 
of naval aircraft. Naval Pilots were given 
refresher training in aerial gunnery, rocket 
fi ring techniques, dive and glide bombing, 
navigation, recognition and other essential 
skills.

Capt. Smith left NAS Pasco in 1944 and 
went on to many prestigious assignments.  
He completed his illustrious career as a 
representative if the Bureau of Aeronautics 

AVIATION ATTORNEY
U.S. and International 

General Aviation Accidents  
Major Airline Disasters 

And Other Aviation Matters

Hedrick Law Firm PS 
800 Fifth Avenue, Ste. 4000 

Seattle, WA 98104 
(206) 464-1177  

www.air-law.com 
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as an observer at the North American 
Aviation Company where they built the 
Sabre F-86 jet. He retired from the Navy in 
1952 and returned to the home he and his 
wife shared in Kennewick. He was elected 
mayor of Kennewick twice. He passed away 
in September of 1977.
After the War

NAS Pasco was placed in inactivated 
status in 1946.  The Navy leased the airport 
property to the City of Pasco in August 
of 1947. Most of the buildings had been 
abandoned by the Navy, which allowed the 
City to lease them out to local businesses. 
The Pasco School District took advantage of 
the availability of several buildings as senior 
and junior high classrooms. Columbia Basin 
College moved into the base recreational 
building. The naval hospital was dismantled 
and moved to North Richland to expand its 
hospital facilities. In addition, 46 barracks 
were barged to North Richland on the river. 
Later in 1947, Naval Air Station Pasco was 
declared surplus property and the City of 
Pasco bought it lock, stock, and barrel for 
$1.00. 
As a Civilian Airport

The City of Pasco operated the airfi eld, 
terminal and control tower as a municipal 
airport beginning in 1947.  Empire Airlines 
brought passenger service back to Pasco 
starting in January 1949, and in March of the 
same year procured an Airmail contract and 
began to fl y airmail out of Pasco again.   The 
former Navy control tower was remodeled 
and a “modern” 8 sided, all glass controller 
perch was added to the top of the tower.  

Airline service to Seattle via Yakima 
and Ellensburg, Portland via Yakima, and 
Wenatchee and Ephrata began when Empire 

Airlines and West Coast Airlines merged in 
August of 1952. 

The Port of Pasco took over operation of 
the airport from the City in 1962. The new 
terminal building was built on the west side 
of the airport and opened in 1966.  In 1968, 
West Coast, Pacifi c and Bonanza Airlines 
merged under the name of Airwest. Howard 
Hughes then bought the airline and changed 
the name to Hughes Airwest.     

The former Navy hangar, control tower 
and terminal known as “Hangar #2” became 
Bldg #72 and was leased to Bergstrom 
Aircraft, Inc. in 1971.  The hangar once 
again held aircraft for maintenance and 
the ground level “terminal” became offi ce 
space.   The 2nd, 3rd and top levels of the 
control tower were unused.   Over the next 32 
years, Bldg. 72 was remodeled several times 
to accommodate the growth of Bergstrom’s, 
however the control tower was left empty.  
Corrugated metal siding was added to 
protect the original wood siding and several 
of the windows were covered in an attempt 
to prevent further deterioration.   Time and 
the elements have taken their toll on the old 
NAS Pasco control tower. 

Currently,  Bldg 72 is leased to Viper 
Aircraft, LLC.  They use the hangar and 
ground level offi ces. The old NAS Pasco 
control tower still sits empty.  Help preserve 
this historic control tower from demolition.   
Please write letters of support and send to: 

Bergstrom Aircraft, Inc.
c/o Save the Old NAS Pasco Tower
4102 N. Stearman Ave
Pasco WA 99301
Email support comments to info@

bergstromaircraft.com or submit comments 
at www.savetheoldtower.com
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Naval Air Station Pasco 1943
I stepped outside the control tower onto the tarmac and turned my head to 

catch the sound, but it was too far away to clearly identify.  I was sure it was one 
of ours though.  The intermittent noise changed from a weak hum to a pronounced 
rumble that bounced off the sides of the hangars making it impossible to pinpoint 
what direction it was coming from.   Probably a cadet on a training flight, I thought.  
I stepped back inside the tower and listened for the radio call.   Station Operations 
pointed me to the Air Traffic Office, which in turn pointed me up to the second 
floor.  “The cadet is having trouble, you can help us listen for his call, but don’t get 
in the way” I scribbled furiously in my notebook, recording everything carefully.  

“ NAS Pasco Tower, this is Foxtrot One Two.  I have an oil leak and a rough 
running engine.  Most of the oil has smeared the windscreen, I can’t see much.”   

“Foxtrot One Two, this is NAS Pasco Tower.  We have you Visual, make a 
slight course change to 110 degrees and maintain your altitude.  We’ll have you 
on the runway shortly. “   

The officer-in- charge shot me a look like “don’t ask any questions right now, 
we’re busy” and then stepped outside onto the second level observation deck.  He 
raised his binoculars and focused on the plane in the distance.  The engine noise 
was louder now and choppy.  The cadet was definitely in trouble.  

The base commander arrived at the control tower, climbing the steps two at a 
time, immediately followed by the senior flight instructor.  I squinted through the 
tower windows, hoping to catch a glimpse of the little training plane and young 
pilot.  What I saw caught me by surprise.  Off to the south, a huge, swirling cloud 
of brown dust was engulfing the hillsides and closing in on the air station.   Not 
only was the cadet struggling with his plane, but Mother Nature was now throwing 
a dust storm at him.  Just then the siren wailed and the entire base sprang to 
action.   “All personnel report to the flight line, secure all aircraft immediately!”   
Cadets, maintenance personnel, officers and non-commissioned ran to the various 
airplanes and quickly tied each one down.  From the control tower vantage point, 
I could see the entire flight line, the endless rows of Navy aircraft and all the air 

It’s not just an old tower  (Or, how it might have been)

by Tom Jensen, Airports Director
In these days of $5.00-$6.00 avgas, “free” anything 

seems like a good deal.  Especially when only WPA 
members get to cash in.   I’m writing about that 
bucolic jewel of San Juans, the WPA Stuart Island 
cabin. 

Long ago donated to the WPA by a generous 
member, that humble cabin is available for members 
to use.  It is nicely but modestly equipped, essentially 
providing dry, bug-free shelter. 

Trendy folks with marketing skills would call it a 
hard-sided yurt.  More photos are available on the 
WPA website under the “Contact” and “Membership” 
tabs.  There is also a nice article by Jim and Karen 
Flynn archived on the August/September 2007 
WINGS under the Newsletter/WPA WINGS tab.

7WA5 is a privately-owned PPR (Prior Permission 
Required) airstrip with no listed number and only 
a Friday Harbor mailbox address.  But as a WPA 
member, YOU can get that Permission by writing 
the address on the above link or calling 1-800-WPA-
FLYS.

Scheduling is easy and we can help each other with 
condition briefings and maintenance help.  The WPA 
cabin gets a modest level of use (half the weekends in 
June and August and all of the weekends in July were 
scheduled last year) but it gets rave reviews.  I think 
that is because it’s ours.

Island 
Paradise Pilot 
Getaway

station personnel making ready for the arrival of the dust storm and the 
young cadet.    

“NAS Pasco tower, Foxtrot One Two is crossing the Columbia 
River and getting thrown around, the dust storm is pushing me off my 
inbound course.” 

“Foxtrot One Two, throttle back and drop your nose.   Runway one 
one is straight ahead.”   We have your instructor in the control tower 
now.  He’ll talk you in.”

Everyone in the tower could hear the concern in the officer’s voice 
as we watched the cadet try to outrun the dust storm with his troubled 
aircraft.   The plane bobbed and tipped and then settled over the approach 
end of the runway.   I realized that not only was the airplane covered in 
oil, but so was the cadet.  He was basically flying blind and about to land.  

“Foxtrot One Two, keep your course and cut the throttle.  You are 
over the runway and doing great”  

The young Navy pilot strained to see thru the oil and follow the 
instructor’s orders.  The engine noise was replaced by the howling wind 
and smothering dust.  The cadet and his little plane disappeared right 
in front of my eyes.   

Naval Air Station Pasco trained thousands of young men to fly in 
service to our country.  Many of them did not return from WWII.  The 
original Navy control tower still stands on the east tarmac at the Tri-
Cities Airport, Pasco WA.  Your help is needed to save it from being 
torn down.    Send a letter of support to:

 Save the old NAS Pasco Tower
 c/o Bergstrom Aircraft, Inc.
 4102 N. Stearman Ave
 Pasco, WA 99301
Or email a support letter to:  malin@bergstromaircraft.com 
Send a message to the Port of Pasco that the NAS Pasco control tower 

is an historic landmark and should be preserved for future generations. 
It’s not just an old tower.  

How to schedule 
your free lodging in 
the San Juans

Fiction, by Malin Bergstrom
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WPA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

877-676-1229
208-676-1229

Fax 208-676-8638
1110 W. Park Place

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

Washington Sector Call: 425-787-6280   Cell: 425-314-4338
Web: www.wingwaxersnw.com  •  Email: wingwaxerswa@gmail.com

Ideas for Promoting WPA Membership
Want to energize your WPA chapter? Try a few of these ideas that originated from a brainstorming Session at the WPA Board retreat on March 26, 2011

1. Coordinate with the FBO’s and Flight Schools to let any new students and 
pilots know about the benefi ts of being a WPA member.

 2. Contact the ground schools to let the students know about the benefi ts of the 
WPA.

 3. Call past members using the Non-paid membership list on the WPA website 
and invite them to come see the new and improved WPA.

 4. Present informati on about WPA at any local fl ying clubs.
 5. Update the WPA brochure and check airports to ensure copies are available 

and on display.
 6. Promote WPA when att ending EAA Chapter meeti ngs.
 7. Develop a relati onship/partnership between WPA and EAA at both local and 

the Nati onal level if possible.
 8. Use the FAA database to download zip codes and addresses of local pilots.  

Then send invitati ons to att end or join WPA.
 9. Reach out to light sport and ultralight pilots explaining the benefi ts of being a 

WPA member.
10. Contact aircraft  owners on the airport:  a) insert WPA brochure through hangar 

door; b) include invitati ons in lease invoices.
11. Hold FAA Safety Wings seminars at airports and encourage att endees to join 

the WPA.
12. Emp hasize that even if the person is unable to att end meeti ngs, being a 

member helps with our numbers.  Explain the benefi ts and let them know 
what WPA has done for them.

13. Promote discount benefi ts by contacti ng local businesses.  Suggest discounts 
for WPA members on fuel, products, or services in return for promoti ng their 
business.

14. When planning WPA seminars, consider outside speakers.  Speakers outside 
the local area usually draw a larger audience and have more credibility with 
groups than local friends and acquaintances, even though both may be equal 
in knowledge.

15. Send postcards announcing upcoming meeti ngs and events with an invitati on 
to join.

16. Give a free WPA membership when a pilot solos or receives his/her license.
17. Work with and support the local Civil Air Patrol group.  Make a presentati on to 

let the CAP kids know about the benefi ts of being a WPA member.
18. Distribute WPA pamphlets and brochures to any aviati on businesses besides 

the FBO’s, such as avionics and maintenance/repair shops.
19. Off er to be a mentor to student pilots and introduce them to the WPA.
20. Fly Young Eagles and talk about what WPA does for General Aviati on if you are 

a Nati onal EAA Member.
21. Off er to give free airplane rides to those without licenses and promote the 

WPA.
22. Model aft er Paine Field with a meeti ng every other Saturday, off ering rides to 

breakfast on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis.  Pass out business card with WPA 
logo and contact informati on.  Paine’s card has the line: “Come Fly With Us”.

23. If you belong to other organizati ons, write arti cles extolling the benefi ts of the 
WPA as an additi onal organizati on worth joining.

24. Off er WPA scholarships with the sti pulati on that applicants become WPA 
members.

25. Speak with ground schools at colleges that off er aviati on courses and promote 
the WPA.

26. Off er a reward for members bringing in a given number of new WPA members.  
For instance, 10 new WPA members might be result in free WPA membership 
for one year.

27. Off er Flight Instructors rewards/incenti ves for introducing students to WPA, 
for instance:  a one-year WPA membership for every 5 students that become 
WPA members.

28. Membership renewal noti ces that look like invoices instead of looking like 
postcards are more eff ecti ve in encouraging people to renew.

April 23, 2011 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP/Newport, OR (newportoregon.gov/dept/onp)
April 27, 2011 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter @ 9 a.m.
April 28, 2011 (Thursday)
Deer Park Chapter @ KDEW/Deer Park-Administration Building-6:30 pm
Tri-Cities Chapter @ KPSC/Pasco-Bergstrom Aircraft 6:30 p.m.
April 30, 2011 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Newport, OR) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
May 3, 2011 (Tuesday)
Arlington Chapter @ KAWO/Arlington-NASA Restaurant 6:00 pm
May 4, 2011 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
May 5, 2011 (Thursday)
Seattle Museum of Flight Free Admission Day (www.museumoffl ight.org)
Yakima Valley Chapter Meeting
May 6, 2011 (Friday)
Paine Chapter @ 6:30 pm
May 7, 2011 (Saturday)
Green River Chapter-Airport Cleanup @ 21W/Ranger Creek-9:00 am
General Aviation Day @ KAWO/Arlington
Cawley Fly-In @ 02WA
EAA Breakfast @ 7S3 Twin Oaks/Hillspboro, OR ( www.eaa105.org)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP/Newport, OR (newportoregon.gov/dept/onp)
May 10, 2011 (Tuesday)
Anacortes Chapter @ Micro Aerodynamics hangar 6:30 pm
WPA Board@Pasco (KPSC)
May 11, 2011 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter @ 9 a.m.
May 14, 2011 (Saturday)
Harvey Field Chapter @ Snohomish Flying Service 10:00 am
Yakima Chapter Poker Run @ KYKM/Yakima 8 a.m.
BBQ Lunch @ KONP/Newport, OR (newportoregon.gov/dept/onp)
Young Eagles Day @ KSFF-Felts Field Spokane
May 18, 2011 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter @ 9 a.m.
Green River Chapter @ Auburn Firehouse 7 p.m.
Olympia Chapter Meeting @ KOLM/Olympia-Pearson Air-7 p.m.
Spokane Chapter @ Marie Callenders-6 p.m.

May 19, 2011 (Thursday)
Clallam County Chapter @ KCLM?Port Angeles-Rite Bros. Aviation 7 p.m.
Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter meets alternating between Omak and Tonasket
May 21, 2011 (Saturday)
Taildragger Pancake Breakfast @ 3W5/Concrete (skagitaero.com)
General Aviation Day @ KPAE/ Paine Field, Everett
BBQ Lunch @ KONP/Newport, OR (newportoregon.gov/dept/onp)
May 25, 2011 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter @ 9:00 am
EAA B-17 Tour Stop Seattle www.b17.org
May 26, 2011 (Thursday)
Deer Park Chapter @ Deer Park Airport Administration Building 6:30 pm
Southwest/Vancouver Chapter @ Fire Station on Dollars Corner 7 p.m.
EAA B-17 Tour Stop Seattle www.b17.org
May 27, 2011 (Friday)
EAA B-17 Tour Stop Seattle www.b17.org
May 28, 2011 (Saturday)
Sekiu Bay Chamber of Commerce fl y-in - BBQ - Fund Raiser http://db.tt/milzfmg
BBQ Lunch @ KONP/Newport, OR (newportoregon.gov/dept/onp)
EAA B-17 Tour Stop Seattle www.b17.org
May 29, 2011 (Sunday)
EAA B-17 Tour Stop Seattle www.b17.org
May 30, 2011 (Monday)
EAA B-17 Tour Stop Seattle www.b17.org
June 1, 2011 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter @ 9 a.m.
June 2, 2011 (Thursday)
EAA B-17 Tour Stop Spokane www.b17.org
Seattle Museum of Flight Free Admission Day (www.museumoffl ight.org)
Yakima Valley Chapter Meeting
June 3, 2011 (Friday)
Paine Chapter @ 6:30 p.m.
EAA B-17 Tour Stop Spokane www.b17.org
June 4, 2011 (Saturday)
Flying Heritage Collection Mustang Day (www.fl yingheritage.com)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP/Newport, OR (newportoregon.gov/dept/onp)
EAA Breakfast @ 7S3 (Oregon) www.eaa105.org
General Aviation Day @ KSFF/Felts Field-Spokane
Learn to Fly Day @ S95/Martin Field-College Place
Warbird Weekend (www.heritagefl ight.org)
EAA B-17 Tour Stop @ KSFF/Felts Field Spokane (www.b17.org)


