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Membership/ 
Pilots . . . I got 
mine you get 
yours

At our last Board of Directors Meeting 
at the Arlington Fly-in I mentioned a casual 
conversation I had with Mr. Bruce Hinds, 
President of the Washington Seaplane Pilots 
Association. We had been discussing mutual 
challenges regarding day to day operations of our 

all volunteer organizations. I mentioned that the majority of our best volunteers are tied 
up managing our autonomous chapters . . . we now have 19. He then asked me what 
would be involved if his association were to become a chapter or an affiliate within the 
WPA . . . would that even be possible or worth considering. I didn’t have an answer . 
. . there is nothing in the By-laws to restrict groups to geographical locations.

It got me to think outside the box about the WPA. And I started to think about 
other very successful pilot groups such as the Bremerton Pilots Association and the 
Skagit Valley group . . . what about the Pacific Northwest Bonanza Group, the Cardinal 
Owners Association or the Backcountry Pilots? Each has talent and expertise that 
others could benefit from. Would it be possible to draw all of these groups under one 

umbrella organization? And what would the value be to each?
I have come to the belief that our mutual survival depends on it. The battles for 

Blaine and Vista Field are clear. Recall Hoquiam or Port Angeles and the changes to 
instrument approaches without notification. Then there are the issues surrounding land 
use planning and airport master plans. What about the Long-term Air Transportation 
Study and the classification of airports to determine a funding matrix for airport 
projects? What about the varied approaches airport managers have regarding hangar 
construction? Some believe 100% in private investment while others want only public 
funds. Without a blend of investment dollars rental rates will skyrocket. And read over 
what Mr. Hinds, Washington Seaplane Pilots Association President has to say about 
protecting waterways.

The issues are about capacity . . . access, operations and storage. “I got mine you 
go get yours” is really not acceptable. All pilots who fly J-3 Cubs to 180 float drivers 
or G-550 jocks participate in our Regional / National transportation system. Everyone 
has a responsibility to ensure equal access to that system. For any pilot group to claim 
that they have a good relationship with local management while that airport maintains 
a two or three year wait list for hangars is part of the problem. When airports limit 
competition for fuel providers they discourage equal access to the system. It is time 
that everyone looks at the bigger picture. The only way we effect change is by working 
together . . . it’s just how we structure / formalize that relationship. 

  So just what would this “umbrella” organization be able to provide . . . look at the 
WPA Management System. That system provides Accounting, Membership (renewals 
and management) Marketing and Communications. There is the website and of course 
our WINGS publication. But the real strength would come from the participants at 
the Board Level. Since every chapter (or group) has a seat and vote on the Board of 
Directors we truly become an organization that works for the good of all pilots.

The bottom line . . . if we are to effect policy and ensure our future we have to 
grow the WPA . . . to become one group . . . one voice. 

Letter from Bruce Hinds, President, 
Washington Seaplane Pilots Association
Dear Members of the WPA,

In a recent meeting with your President we found that as pilots we all face 
the same issues, some of those being airport closures, airspace restrictions and for 
the Washington Seaplane Pilots, the continued threat of closure of our waterways. 
The Washington Seaplane Pilots Association (WSPA) is a group of over 100 
friendly, and knowledgeable, “old-timers” and individuals new to the sport of 
Water Flying. Our main objective is to Keep Washington Waterways OPEN. 
And, we try to have some fun while doing it. We gather together on a number of 
occasions each year to share our interests and lives. Our objectives are to: 1-Keep 
our waters open 2-Operate Safely 3-Share the knowledge 4-Have some Fun
        “The WSPA was founded by Richard Woodin in (I think) the 1970s. It was 
founded with the express purpose of fighting the impending closure of the Alpine 
Lakes in the Cascades to seaplanes for environmental reasons. Unfortunately, 
this fight was not won and the lakes were closed sometime in the later 1970s.
      Our first accomplishment was organizing the response to a threat to close Lakes 
Roosevelt, Ross, Chelan, and Diablo to seaplanes, for environmental (noise) reasons. 
We were successful in fending this closure off via a public input (letter writing) 
campaign, and today these lakes are all officially designated seaplane operations 
sites (they weren’t before).

Since I’ve been a member I’ve seen attempts to close the San Juans to non-
commercial operators. Access to Lake Isabel has been an ongoing issue for the past 
9 years that has finally been successfully resolved after many years of hard work. 
American Lake was almost closed, but with the help of WSDOT the historical 
location is seeing new life.   Lake Whatcom and the Floathaven Seaplane Base 
(SPB) is also under constant threat from the neighbors and local government for 
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WPA Wings
A Publication of the 

Washington Pilots Association
227 Bellevue Way NE, PMB 397

Bellevue, WA 98004
Phone: 1-800-972-3597/1-800-WPAFLYS

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to:

wpawings@wpaflys.org.
Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:

WPA Wings, 21308 SE 215th St.,
Maple Valley, WA 98038.

WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

Send letters to: wpawings@wpaflys.org, or via postal mail: WPA 
Wings, 21308 SE 215th St., Maple Valley, WA 98038. The WPA 
reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappropriate 
advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including those 
in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions of the 
writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

Washington Pilots
Association

Executive Council & Officers
President: John Dobson 360-898-2319 

VP East: Dave Lucke 509-994-0323
VP West: Dave Desmon 360-710-9504 
Secretary: Marjy Leggett 509-547-4347 

Treasurer: Bill Reith 425-252-3173

Directors
Airports: Tom Jensen 800-972-3597

At-Large: Les Flue 509-952-2376
Communications: Colleen Turner 425-306-7391

Legislative: John Townsley 509-328-3228
Safety & Education: Jim Faustina 425-290-9489

Immediate Past President
Jim Smith 425-774-8497

WPA Website:
http://www.wpaflys.org

Membership Benefits Program
Use your Membership Card to reduce your flying costs

Membership in the WPA, HAS BENEFITS!  In fact, you could even argue that 
your membership can be free!  Simply show your WPA Membership Card and purchase 
services from these business partners.  The more you participate, the more you save --- 
soon, you will find you have saved the cost of your WPA members (and more!!!!).

We are in discussions with FBO’s in Olympia, Tri-Cities, and Richland.
Look for updated information on the WPA Website

(http://www.wpaflys.org/news_items.html#Membership)

Use your Membership Card to Participate
To take advantage of the Membership Benefits Program, you must be a current, 

paid up member of the WPA.  Simply contact the Business Partner, show them your 
WPA membership card (you can obtain your membership card by signing onto the WPA 
membership program and printing your copy from there), and mention that you would 
like to use the Membership Benefits Program.
Pireps Welcome!

When you do use the program, we would love to hear from you.  How was your 
experience?  Simply send an email to Les Flue at les@lesflue.com with your PIREP.  Make 
sure that you put “Membership Benefit PIREP” in the subject line.

If you would like to recommend a business from your area to become a partner, simply 

Membership Benefits Program 

Use your Membership Card to reduce your flying costs 
 

Membership in the WPA, HAS BENEFITS!  In fact, you could even argue that your membership can be free!  Simply show 
your WPA Membership Card and purchase services from these business partners.  The more you participate, the more 
you save --- soon, you will find you have saved the cost of your WPA members (and more!!!!). 

Business and Contact Location Type of Benefit Offered 
McCormick Air Center 
Teresa Hart 
509-348-1680 

KYKM • .25 (cent) per gallon discount 
on fuel (Full Service) 

• 10% Discount on VFR/IFR 
Certification 
10% Discount on I-COM and 
Garmin  Handheld Radio and 
GPS 

McAllister Museum 
Roberta Dela Houssaye 
509-457-4933 
Call to arrange 

KYKM • .10 (cent) per gallon discount 
on fuel 

AC Propeller Service 
Mike Worden 
206-762-1225 

KBFI • 10% discount on Propeller and 
Governor overhauls, repairs, 
and sales 

Barnstormers Restaurant KYKM • 10% Discount on food 
Northwest Aviation Center 
Dave Wheeler 
425-438-0596 

KPAE • $75.00 (regularly $90.00) 
discounted price towards a 
Flight Review; one hour 
instructor flight time and one 
hour ground time. 

Tsuniah Lake Lodge 
Eric Brebner 
250-392-5612 
Brebner@shaw.ca 

British Columbia, Canada • 10% discount on lodging 

Lustick Law Firm 
222 Grand Avenue 
Suite A 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
360-685-4221 
jeff@lustick.com 

KBLI • 15% discount on our rates and 
fees to any current WPA 
member, and 20% off to 
members for wills, powers of 
attorney, and living wills.  
Also, on FAA airman 
suspension or revocation 
issues, we can arrange to fly 
to the client for an at-airport 
consultation, or if the client is 
flying to my office for any 
reason, we will provide free 
transport to/from KBLI.  

Pilot Training 
Mike Shiflett 
www.pilottraining.com 

Web Benefit • We will offer a 10% discount to WPA members.  Go to 
http://www.pilottraining.com and use coupon code 
wpa (all lower case). 

Seattle Avionics 
Allan Negrin 
425-806-0249 

www.seattleavionics.com 

Software Discount  MSRP Current WPA 
 List/Retail Website Member

Product Price Price Price 
    

VFR Preflight Bundle 
 $        

229  
$        

199  
$        

149  

IFR Preflight Bundle 
 $        

429  
$        

349  
$        

249  

EFB Bundle 
 $        

599  
$        

499  
$        

349  

Any individual module 
(below) 

 $        
199  

$        
149  

$        
99  

• Smart Plan Express 
• Smart Plan Premier 
• SmartPlates 
• GlassView 
• XM (Software Only) 

 

We are in discussions with FBO’s in Olympia, Tri-Cities, and Richland.  Look for updated information on the WPA Website 
(http://www.wpaflys.org/news_items.html#Membership) 

Use your Membership Card to Participate 
 

To take advantage of the Membership Benefits Program, you must be a current, paid up member of the WPA.  Simply 
contact the Business Partner, show them your WPA membership card (you can obtain your membership card by signing 
onto the WPA membership program and printing your copy from there), and mention that you would like to use the 
Membership Benefits Program. 

Pireps Welcome! 
 

When you do use the program, we would love to hear from you.  How was your experience?  Simply send an email to 
Les Flue at les@lesflue.com with your PIREP.  Make sure that you put “Membership Benefit PIREP” in the subject line. 

If you would like to recommend a business from your area to become a partner, simply send an email to Les Flue 
(les@lesflue.com) with your recommendation. Or, print out the accompanying application and introductory letter and 
have them forward their information as instructed. 

Let’s all go out and fly; sign up Business Partners; and Give ‘Em the Business! 

By John Dobson, WPA President

On July 22nd the City of Kennewick 
held a workshop to review what their 
consultant, Belt Collins “had to say about 
the “best possible use” of the land called 
Vista Field.

With four options on the table there were 
no surprises when they chose to recommend 
closure of the airport in order to build a 
“town center”. What did come into question 
were the financial benefits suggested by the 
consultant.

Dr. Carl Cadwell, Cadwell laboratories, 
one of the seven members of a citizen’s task 
force working on this issue for the City of 
Kennewick, reverse engineered the financial 
data. (Note Belt Collins had refused to share 
with him their economic spreadsheets). 
He made a presentation to the council 
members and suggested that the economic 
benefits to the citizens of Kennewick had 
been overstated. He documented a one time 
payment of $86 million. With the closure of 
Vista Field the loss of revenue from Cadwell 
Laboratories, AMIC and Pacific Cataract and 
Laser would be equate to $1.5 to $2 Billion 
dollars over the next 20 years. 

One glaring observation to me is the 
fact that the City of Kennewick is asking the 
Port of Kennewick (owner of the airport) to 
sell 92 acres of property to a hand picked 
developer, Mr. Bill Smith of Bend Oregon. 
The city has estimated the price to be $13.5 
million. The Port is then to use their proceeds 
to pay for the necessary infrastructure to 
complete the development. I am not sure I 
see the benefit to the Port of Kennewick. 

All of that said it has become painfully 
obvious that the City of Kennewick has their 
agenda and it does not include consideration 
of the citizens they were elected to represent. 
In 1977 there was a citizen’s advisory vote 
on what to do with the airport. The vote was 
overwhelming in its support of the airport . 
. . . 65% in favor and 35% against. Again in 
2003 the Port of Kennewick asked the same 
question. There were no objections to the 
airport. Still the City of Kennewick persists. 
And let me repeat the opening punch line, 
“$86 million vs. $2 Billion”. The city gets the 
86 and the citizens give up the $2 Billion. 

To the City Council . . . when will the 
airport advocates be allocated $60,000 to 
hire a consultant to show you what your town 
center could look like with the airport as the 
centerpiece? Marjy Leggett did a great job 
suggesting alternatives . . . but she is not a 
professionally trained consultant. Also, what 
guarantees will we have that ten years from 
now Richland won’t be closed? Has anyone 
asked the City of Richland about constructing 
hangars, taxiways, etc? Why was WSDOT 
and CTED not involved with this study? Belt 
Collins has no aviation background. Aries 
Consultants works on Airport Master Plans. 

How does that qualify them to be economic 
experts on airports? 

The bottom line is if the City of 
Kennewick continues to raise the specter 
of closing Vista Field we will have no 
choice but to tell our story to the public. 
Governments are here to serve. Eventually 
the federal monies brought into the area 
for Hanford will dry up. What is the City 
of Kennewick doing to prepare for that 
eventuality? Building monuments to itself 
will not put food on the table of the citizens. 
Adding a new Burger King, Victoria’s 
Secret, residential condos, walking paths, 
etc will not bring long term white collar jobs 
to a community. And chasing away known 
manufacturing companies . . . this is truly 
unbelievable.  

Vista Field:
$86 million vs. $2 Billion

SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

OUR ADVERTISERS HELP FUND 
WPA’S EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF 

GENERAL AVIATION.
SHOW YOU APPRECIATE

THEIR SUPPORT.

PROFESSIONALS WITH EXPERIENCE SINCE 1944

STOP DREAMING
START FLYING TODAY!

send an email to Les Flue (les@lesflue.
com) with your recommendation. Or, print 
out the accompanying application and 
introductory letter and have them forward 
their information as instructed.

Let’s all go out and fly; sign up 
Business Partners; and Give 

‘Em the Business!
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• Sales 
• Service 
• Installation 
• Certifications 
• Mobile 

Service 

FAA Certified Repair Station 
#GG6R560N 

5505 E Rutter Ave, Spokane, WA  99212 

The largest 
selection of pilot 

supplies & gifts in the 
Inland Empire. 

If we don’t have what you 
need, we’ll help you find it! 

877-99-PILOT 

MENTION THIS AD AND GET $50.00 OFF YOUR NEXT  
MAINTENANCE ANNUAL! 

ANNUAL 
INSPECTIONS 

 
ROUTINE 

MAINTENANCE 
 
REPAIRS 

AVIONICS 

509-534-7371 
           Trusted for Over 33 Years 

MAINTENANCE PILOT SUPPLIES 

877-676-1229
208-676-1229

Fax 208-676-8638
1110 W. Park Place

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

Draft Statewide Aviation Policies Available For Public Review

The Washington Aviation Planning Council is seeking public input on draft statewide aviation 
policies, which are being developed as part of the Long-Term Air Transportation Study (LATS).  
The draft policies are designed to address statewide aviation issues in the areas of land use, 
environment, capacity, new technology, safety, mobility, stewardship, preservation, access and 
economy.

The Aviation Planning Council will consider all comments submitted by July 31, 2008 before 
finalizing the policies. Comments can be submitted by: 

Mail: Nisha Marvel, WSDOT Aviation, P.O. Box 3367, Arlington, WA 98223 
E-mail: aviation@wsdot.wa.gov
Phone: (360) 651-6300 
Fax: (360) 651-6319 

What is the Long-Term Air Transportation Study (LATS)?
In 2005, the Governor signed 
into law Engrossed Substitute 
Senate Bill (ESSB) 5121, 
which authorizes a long-term 
air transportation planning 
study for general aviation and 
commercial airports 
statewide.

The legislation is also known 
as the Washington State 
Long-Term Air Transportation 
Study (LATS). The purpose of 
LATS is to understand 
existing capacity in aviation 
facilities and identify what is 
needed to meet future 
demand for air transportation.  

LATS is being developed in 
three phases. Each phase 
answers one of three basic 
questions fundamental to the 
development of a systemwide 
approach to managing 
Washington’s aviation 
resources.

Washington State Airport Facilities 

Draft Statewide Aviation Policies Available For Public Review

The Washington Aviation Planning Council is seeking public input on draft statewide aviation 
policies, which are being developed as part of the Long-Term Air Transportation Study (LATS).  
The draft policies are designed to address statewide aviation issues in the areas of land use, 
environment, capacity, new technology, safety, mobility, stewardship, preservation, access and 
economy.

The Aviation Planning Council will consider all comments submitted by July 31, 2008 before 
finalizing the policies. Comments can be submitted by: 

Mail: Nisha Marvel, WSDOT Aviation, P.O. Box 3367, Arlington, WA 98223 
E-mail: aviation@wsdot.wa.gov
Phone: (360) 651-6300 
Fax: (360) 651-6319 

What is the Long-Term Air Transportation Study (LATS)?
In 2005, the Governor signed 
into law Engrossed Substitute 
Senate Bill (ESSB) 5121, 
which authorizes a long-term 
air transportation planning 
study for general aviation and 
commercial airports 
statewide.

The legislation is also known 
as the Washington State 
Long-Term Air Transportation 
Study (LATS). The purpose of 
LATS is to understand 
existing capacity in aviation 
facilities and identify what is 
needed to meet future 
demand for air transportation.  

LATS is being developed in 
three phases. Each phase 
answers one of three basic 
questions fundamental to the 
development of a systemwide 
approach to managing 
Washington’s aviation 
resources.

Washington State Airport Facilities 

Jerry Blanchard, In Memoriam
Jerry Blanchard, 61, of Snohomish passed away Sunday morning, Aug. 3 while 

on a camping trip in Pacific Beach.
 Born Jerrauld William Blanchard, Jerry was the son of William L. Blanchard, 

a tax accountant in Bellevue, and Laverne Blanchard, a school teacher, and the 
stepson of Barbara Blanchard, who retired from the Boeing Corp. All preceded him 
in death.

 Jerry attended Bothell High School where he was a member of the football 
team and graduated in 1965. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1969 and served as an 
avionics technician on active duty at NAS Alameda for three years and continued to 
serve in the reserves on NAS Whidbey until his retirement in 1991.

 On July 7, Jerry celebrated 30 years with Boeing where he worked with 
numerous groups in Bothell, Bellevue, Everett and most recently, Modification 
Services in Mukilteo. Early in his career, Jerry completed a bachelor’s degree in 
Electrical Engineering from Henry Cogswell College in Everett, and his specialty 
with Modification Services was avionics.

 Jerry earned his private pilot’s license in 1967 and realized the dream of owning 
his own private airplane in 1976.  He later became a very active member of the 
Washington Pilots Association-Paine Field Chapter. In 2001, he served as chapter 
president and helped to organize and participate in many activities, including major 
chapter events like the annual Skykomish Airport mowing, hangar party plus Saturday 
Fly Outs.  Jerry also served for several years as Washington Pilots Association’s 
Westside Vice President.

 In his other spare time, Jerry rarely sat still remodeling and building his homes, 
camping, hiking, taking road trips on his motorcycle, cruising Lake Washington in 
his boat, and riding horses. Jerry was a dedicated father and loyal friend. For the last 
three years, he was the dining companion of the Everett Herald’s restaurant critic, 
Anna Poole.

 Jerry is survived by his daughter, Rebecca, and her fiancé, John Robinson of 
Missoula, MT; his former wife Margaret “Peggy” Blanchard of Brier; sister, Mary 
Helen Smith of Bothell; brother, William Stong Blanchard of Kirkland; and five 
nieces and nephews.

 Memorial services will be held at noon on Sunday, August 24th at Paine Field 
at the Northwest Aviation Center.

ADVERTISE IN WPA WINGS!
Advertising in WPA Wings reaches pilots and aircraft owners across Washington 

and helps support WPA’s efforts on behalf of general aviation.
Ad rates & info at:  http://www.wpaflys.org/wings.html

Draft Statewide Aviation Policies Available For Public Review   The Washington Aviation Planning Council is 
seeking public input on draft statewide aviation policies, which are being developed as part of the Long-Term 
Air Transportation Study (LATS).  The draft policies are designed to address statewide aviation issues in the 
areas of land use, environment, capacity, new technology, safety, mobility, stewardship, preservation, access 
and economy.  The Aviation Planning Council will consider all comments submitted by July 31, 2008 before 
finalizing the policies. Comments can be submitted by:

• Mail: Nisha Marvel, WSDOT Aviation, P.O. Box 3367, Arlington, WA 98223
• E-mail: aviation@wsdot.wa.gov 
• Phone: (360) 651-6300
• Fax: (360) 651-6319

Draft Statewide Aviation Policies Available For Public Review 

What is the Long-Term Air Transportation Study (LATS)?
In 2005, the Governor signed into law Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 5121, which authorizes a long-
term air transportation planning study for general aviation and commercial airports statewide.   The legislation 
is also known as the Washington State Long-Term Air Transportation Study (LATS). The purpose of LATS is 
to understand existing capacity in aviation facilities and identify what is needed to meet future demand for air 
transportation.   LATS is being developed in three phases. Each phase answers one of three basic questions 
fundamental to the development of a systemwide approach to managing Washington’s aviation resources.

Capacity 
Did You Know?
• Between 2005 and 2030, passenger boardings at Washington’s commercial airports will increase by 

nearly 90% overall, or by 2.6% per year.
• In all, 86% of passenger traffic moves through Sea-Tac, 10% through Spokane, and all other airports in 

the state account for the remaining 4% of service.
• Between 2005 and 2030, general aviation operations across the state will grow 1.6% annually, from 3 

million to 4.4 million.
• Significant capacity constraints are anticipated by the year 2030:
• There are about 10 airports in Washington for which airfield capacity shortfalls are expected.
• Several of the state’s busiest airports, including Sea-Tac, Boeing Field, and Harvey Field are expected 

to approach or reach capacity.
• Approximately one-quarter of Washington’s public use airports are expected to have aircraft storage 

capacity shortfalls.
• Many of our smaller commercial service airports have lost considerable commercial air service over the last 

10-15 years. In many cases these smaller airports are being served by only one carrier, and it is unclear 
whether those carriers will be able to sustain frequent service to these smaller airports in the future, with 
high fares and reduced flight frequencies driving passengers instead to hub airports such as Sea-Tac.

• For a variety of reasons, it is very difficult to site new airports or expand existing airports.
• Although many of the decisions about air service are driven by the private sector, the State has determined 

that there is a strong public interest in assuring that there will be enough aviation capacity to accommodate 
predicted growth.

• Washington’s population is expected to increase by two million by 2025. Historically, growth in population 
has led to increased demand for commercial, business, freight, recreational and other general aviation 
activity.

Proposed Policies
Policy 1: The State of Washington must take a lead role in addressing its long-term aviation capacity needs 
from a system-wide perspective.
Policy 2: The statewide airport classification system developed as part of the Long-term Air Transportation 
Study should be implemented to help guide decisions on future air transportation needs and investments.  
The airport classification system groups the state’s airports into categories based on their activity level and 
service role. 
Policy 3: Washington State should place a funding and planning priority on maximizing the efficiency and 
utility of the existing system before considering the creation of new airports.
Policy 4: If Washington State’s existing system cannot provide sufficient aviation capacity to meet existing and 
future demand, it should establish an institutional framework for making appropriate decisions for expansion 
or siting of aviation facilities.

Technology
Did You Know?
• Emerging technologies, such as global positioning systems (GPS), runway approach instruments, and 

automated weather reporting, have the potential to play an increasingly important role in increasing aviation 
safety, supporting greater capacity at airports, and relieving congestion in the air.

• Use of instrument approaches allows for all-weather, 24-hour airport access, which opens the facility 
to many types of aircraft and supports economic development, emergency medical transportation, and 
business aviation. Currently, only 63% of commercial service airports, 37% of regional service airports, 
and 22% of community service airports meet instrument approach performance objectives.

• Although navigation aids are relatively cost effective, their installation may also require other airport 
improvements, such as longer runways, runway lights, parallel taxiways, and approach lights

Proposed Policies 
Policy 1: Washington State should strongly encourage the application of aviation technologies that improve 
the accessibility, efficiency, safety, security and environmental sustainability of the state’s aviation system.

Stewardship
Did You Know?
• Washington’s aviation system is an essential element of our overall state transportation system. Aviation 

moves people and goods, supports business and commerce, promotes quality of life, and provides 
access for critical emergency and disaster management services that other transportation modes cannot 
accommodate.

• Just as highways serve a different purpose than arterials and local streets, different airports are designed 
to serve different air transportation needs.

(Continued on page 8)
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WPA Chapters
Around the State

Get Involved with WPA!
ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar 
on the airport. Contact Warren Walz via 
email at www@wncpa.com

CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam 
County chapter meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month at Rite Bros (FBO) 
at Port Angeles Fairchild International 
Airport (CLM). Meetings begin at 7:00 
pm, and all are welcome. For more info 
on the Clallam County chapter, contact 
Gary Johnson at 360-452-2340.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current 
meeting schedules, please contact Harley 
Howell, Jr., (509) 684-2105, email swift-
flight@ultraplix.com

DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meet-
ings are usually held on the fourth Friday 
of the month at the Deer Park Administra-
tion Building located near the south end of 
the airport. Meetings begin with a potluck 
dinner at 6:30 pm, a program beginning 
at 7:15, followed by a Chapter business 
meeting. Please contact Roy Lakewold at 
509-276-5733 or email rb177@earthlink.
net for additional information.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River chap-
ter meets for dinner at 7:00 pm on the third 
Friday of each month from September 
through June at the quonset hut at 790 Pe-

rimeter Road at Renton Airport (that’s the 
first building north of the control tower). 
For more information on the Green River 
chapter, email Daryl Hickman at flying-
seattle@yahoo.com.

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of each month, year round, at 
10:00 am in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. 
For more information on activities, please 
visit the WPA web site, click on the Har-
vey Field Chapter, and visit the Activities 
Calendar. For more information contact 
Charles Hower at 425-342-8584.

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound chapter meets every second 
Thursday of the month (except during 
June, July and August), at 7:00 pm on the 
second floor of the old Port of Bellingham 
administration building, at Bellingham 
International Airport (BLI). For more 
info on the North Sound chapter, contact 
Wayne Landis at (360) 647-8206, email 
landiswg@comcast.net.

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUN-
TY - The Okanogan & Ferry County
chapter meets on the third Thursday
of the month alternating between Okanogan 
and Tonasket. To confirm meeting details, 
contact Monica Oakes at 509-826-1834, 
emai l  missmonica@webbox .com

OLYMPIA SOUTH SOUND - The Olym-
pia Chapter meets on the 4th Wednesday 

of each month at the Volare Cafe Italiano, 
on the Olympia Airport, west side. The 
meeting’s time is 6 pm for dinner and 
conversation, 7 pm for programs. Contact 
Mark Johnson, President, at markjohn-
son4@comcast.net, 360-754-9622 or El-
lie Heston, Secretary at irish_cubflyer@
yahoo.com

PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets every Saturday morning at 10:00 
am for a fly out lunch. Just show up at the 
Regal FBO. For more information on 
the Paine Field chapter activities, visit 
their website (accessible from the main 
WPA website at www.wpaflys.org), or 
contact Greg Bell at 206-715-0005, email
president@wpa-paine.org.

GREATER SEATTLE - The Greater 
Seattle chapter is looking for a fresh 
infusion of energy. If you’re interested 
in serving on the Board, please call Col-
leen Turner at 425-453-7696 or email 
cturner@cruiseholidaysbellevue.com

SHELTON-SANDERSON - Jack 
Krause, President, 360-426-6272

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter generally 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month, starting at 7:00 pm, at the Pearson 
Air Museum on Pearson Field (VUO), in 
Vancouver. For more information on the 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter, please 
contact Bob Brown at (360) 607-5060.

SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner at 
Marie Callander’s Restaurant, beginning 
at 6:00 pm. (Meeting details are subject 
to change - please call first to check). The 
chapter also conducts a monthly fly-out 
on the Saturday morning following the 
chapter meeting, weather permitting. For 
more information, contact Gary White 
at 509-891-6473, or email gcwhite1@
earthlink.net

TRI-CITIES - Marjy Leggett, President, 
509-547-4347

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of 
the month at 6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, 
location TBD. For meeting details and 
more info, contact Fred Winge at (360) 
289-4189, email fwinge@techline.com.

WENATCHEE - Scott Morrison, Presi-
dent, 509-782-0500

YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the last
Friday of the month. For meeting
location and other details, contact Den-
nis Klingele at (509) 966-5300, email 
dgklingele@aol.com



August/September 2008 WPA Wings - Page 5 

By Robert Hamilton,
WPA Paine Field Chapter

Beautiful clear blue skies greeted us 
on Saturday morning as we gathered to 
carpool to Oak Harbor.  It was a dilemma; 
drive to go look at planes or just go flying 
on a day like this?  If only we could have 
flown into Whidbey!  But nearly forty of 
us were rewarded for having to drive with a 
wonderful tour of the Naval Air Station. In 
order to pass security we all had to declare 
our birthdates on the entry form, and in 
attendance were members ranging as young 
as three to as old as, well, I won’t say, but a 
great time was had by all.

Organized by the base PR Director 
Tony Popp, we first were shown through 
the P-3 Orion anti-submarine aircraft.  You 
certainly build up hours fast flying patrol 
missions; the young sonar operator who 
escorted us through the ship already had 
2,500 hours of flight time in just the past 
couple of years.  He has flown missions 
in such diverse areas as Guam, Japan, and 
Iraq, as well as the North Pacific flying out 
of Whidbey.  Apparently the thrilling part 
of the job is skimming above the waves at 
only 250’ elevation.  He was patient with 
our many questions, although some were 
answered with only a grin when classified 
information was involved.

Our next stop was the control room in 
the tower. NASW is the busiest Air Traffic 
Control facility in the Navy because it 
handles both military and civilian aircraft. 
Their airspace extends from Victoria to 
Paine, up to 9,000’.  Their equipment is not 
typical compared to most ATCs in that they 
have both FAA type radar plus complete 

Naval Air Station Whidbey Tour
aircraft carrier command and control.  They 
can guide and even remotely control Navy 
aircraft all the way down to the deck. The 
only thing they don’t have is a deck that 
heaves 12’ at every wave, but I suppose if 
you are a new pilot just hitting the runway 

July 12, 2008
Arlington Airport

President John Dobson led the meeting, 
which was scheduled to begin at 10:00.  The 
secretary did not arrive until 10:45.

ATTENDANCE:  
President, John Dobson; Vice President 
East, Dave Lucke; Secretary, Marjy Leggett; 
Treasurer, Bill Reith; Director Airports, Tom 
Jensen; Past State President, Jim Smith.

Other WPA members:   Anacortes President, 
Warren Walz; Anacortes Member, Kenneth 
Davies; AOPA ASN Boeing Field Seattle 
Chapter, Jim Combs; Vice President Harvey 
Chapter Snohomish, Allen Holz; Vice 
President Paine Chapter, Les Smith. 

MINUTES:  
No minutes were read, as the secretary was 
late in arriving. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Mr. Bill Reith reported that we have a total 
of $31,253 of which $1521 is in Cascade 
Bank. The accounts at Seattle Metropolitan 
Credit Union have yet to be closed. Note 
a formal motion to do so is noted later in 

these minutes. Mr. Reith reported that with 
the new membership and the addition of ad 
revenue from WINGS (a great deal of credit 
goes to Colleen Turner) we are now able to 
hold our own. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
President Dobson passed out copies of Vista 
Field Talking Points, asking for input and 
suggestions.  The Talking Points provide 
accurate information to anyone who is asked 
about Vista Field.  Discussion revolved 
around when to distribute them, how do we 
want to go about releasing the information 
contained within, and how will releasing 
them affect strategy.  

Points made were: that once they are 
distributed, they will eventually reach all 
parties involved and that it may be better 
to wait a bit before distributing the Talking 
Points until the Belt Collins consultants 
have released their study to the City of 
Kennewick.  The Talking Points will serve as 
good starters for a radio ad campaign.

A new concept for the WPA to become 
the “umbrella” organization for aviation 
groups across the state was presented. Mr. 
Bruce Hinds, President of the Washington 

Seaplane Pilots Association, met with Mr. 
Dobson and suggested that an alliance 
might be mutually beneficial. The concept 
of forming a “chapter” was mentioned. As 
the by-laws do not restrict “chapter” status 
to a geographical location it is possible to 
broaden the concept. That would open the 
door for Beech, Cardinal, Back Country or 
any group to form a chapter. It may involve 
some programming to the management 
system to include an additional fee to allow 
for a member to belong / participate in 
multiple chapters. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
WPA  Management System—Operating 
Guide Book

John Dobson noted he wants to have a user 
guide available for WPA Management.

OLD BUSINESS:
PAC (Political Action Committee)
Dave Lucke reported he and John Townsley 
are still working on the process of creating  
a political action committee.  Several 
questions have arisen, such as: 
Do we need to form a separate organization 
for PAC?  Dave Lucke and John Townsley 
will check on that.  

Do we need to contact the Public Disclosure 
Organization?  Dave was given the name 
of a person to contact who can provide 
information.

Can members designate monies for a 
particular chapter?  The PAC will have to 
decide on that.
              
Accounts:
It was moved and seconded by Dave Lucke 
to move all treasury accounts from Seattle 
Metropolitan Bank to Cascade Bank in 
Everett, Washington.  The vote passed 
unanimously.

Membership
Membership is steadily increasing.  John 
Dobson reviewed the membership statistics 
indicating which chapters had gained and lost 
members.  Focus is on membership retention.  
One successful draw for encouraging 
membership is the discount given by many 
businesses to WPA members.  All members 
are urged to recruit businesses willing to offer 
discounts to WPA members in exchange for 

free advertising that goes out across the state 
to over 700 patrons.

Calendar:
The calendar, as printed in the latest issue of 
WINGS, has been well received.  Mr. Dobson 
asked everyone to send him information 
about upcoming flying events so he can put 
them on the calendar.

NEW BUSINESS:
Legislative Coalition
John Dobson passed out a recap of the action 
taken at the June 24th Aviation Coalition 
Meeting.  The recap is as follows:

All will contact members to solicit potential 
legislative issues.

Ginger will create a list of key legislative 
and committee staff for the October 4 CAA 
conference.

Ginger will contact the Association of Cities 
and Counties for potential representation
Clare will  develop a draft purpose 
statement.

Michael will contact Pacific Northwest 
Business Aviation Association.

John S. will develop a listing of airports and 
their respective legislators.

John S. will work with Ginger in identifying 
key legislative and committee staff contacts.

Woodland:
John Dobson reported on a situation occurring 
in Woodland.  Woodland is a state-owned 
emergency airstrip.  Over the years, hangars 
were built and WSDOT rented them to the 
local pilots.  Recently termites have invaded 
the wooden hangars, and renters have made 
unsafe alterations necessitating the razing 
of half of the hangars.  The local pilots are 
unhappy about losing their hangars, but 
WSDOT no longer wants to be in the hangar-
renting business.  Sitting in a floodplain 
compounds the problem.  More news on the 
Woodland pilots’ situation will follow.
 
ADJOURNMENT:
Dave Lucke moved to adjourn the meeting 
at 11:28 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Marjy Leggett
Secretary

WPA BOARD MEETING

is thrill enough.
Evident on the ramp were two new 

EF-18 Growlers, sitting next to the EA-6B 
Prowlers they are replacing.  Our host Tony 
warmly invited us back to see the complete 
Growler Squadron when all the planes arrive, 

and also to come see the new 737 derived 
replacements for the P-3 Orions.  

To complete the visit we all had lunch 
at the Flyers restaurant in Oak Harbor, with 
good talk and good food.  A return visit to 
NASW is something to look forward to.

Please Join us!!

BENEFITS OF WPA MEMBERSHIP:

• WPA WORKS LOCALLY & STATEWIDE TO PRESERVE YOUR RIGHT TO FLY
• WPA IS YOUR VOICE WHEN LOBBYING GOVERNMENT ON STATE AND LOCAL AVIATION 

ISSUES
• WPA PROVIDES AIRPORT ADVOCACY, MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION
• WPA WINGS SUBSCRIPTION INCLUDED
• LOCAL WPA CHAPTERS & ACTIVITIES
• TRAINING & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
• CONNECT WITH OTHER PILOTS IN YOUR AREA & ACROSS THE STATE
• FREE USE OF RUSTIC, FLY-IN CABIN IN THE SAN JUAN ISLANDS
• ACCESS TO GROUP HEALTH CREDIT UNION MEMBERSHIP
• DISCOUNTS ON GA NEWS AND PILOT GETAWAYS PUBLICATIONS
• AND MORE!

JOIN WPA
WPA is working on behalf of general aviation in the state of Washington.

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960
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By Les Smith, WPA Paine Field Chapter
Arriving at Oshkosh is different.  

From the time you turn your transponder 
to standby while still 20 miles out, to 
rocking your wings rather than responding 
on the radio to the controllers, you know 
you’re approaching a new experience.  I 
attended my first Oshkosh this year.  As a 
57 year old who has heard tales about and 
long dreamed of the Oshkosh experience, 
I was overdue.  To somehow make up for 
it, I invited my 17 year old son to come 
along.  Getting him to the big show earlier 
in his lifetime was a gift to him and to me. 
“We’ll camp under the wing in the North 
40.  It’ll be great!”  Something about the 
trip intrigued him and he said yes.  

Ripon Arrival. “Make your base 
turn at the numbers, land on the orange 
dot.” I rock my wings and determined 
to make my arrival a non-event for the 
viewers who parked their camp chairs 
along the flight line, I am pleased to set 
her down as the underside of our stiff 
legged Cardinal’s wings flash orange.  
CAP cadets wave us on to our next-in-
line camping spot.  No sooner does the 
engine come to a stop then an orange 
shirted volunteer steps up to the opening 
door to say those sweet words, “Welcome 
to Oshkosh!”  We’re here – after 1500 
miles of this big beautiful country having 
rolled by underneath us.  Three times my 
longest previous cross-country, my son 
looks over, “Hey Dad, we’re in Oshkosh!”  
Even sweeter to be greeted by friends 
(and veterans) of AirVenture -- John, 
Stephanie, and Rich.

Since the show hasn’t officially 
started, we devote our first morning to 
visiting the EAA museum.  Museums tend 
to be a challenge for me and my family.  
I’m usually moving to the third or fourth 
display when my son comes back after 
seeing all his teen attention span allows.  
This time, though, he readily swings 
back when I point out some cool thing 
or another.  We watch a movie and learn 
of a 1935 flight in a Sikorsky S-38 from 
Milwaukee to Brazil by H.F. Johnson, 
searching for the Carnauba palm, the 
source for the world’s hardest natural wax.  

The story is told from the perspective of his 
son, Sam Johnson, who retraces his father’s 
1935 trip sixty three years later in a replica, 
the Carnauba, accompanied by his own sons.  
Hmmm, like our own trip to get here, flying 

seems to be a bridge for fathers and sons.
We spent the entire week plus at 

Oshkosh, venturing off the field only for 
an occasional dinner or laundromat.  We 
sometimes stuck together, other times went 

My Adventures at Oshkosh: Bridging the Generations
our own way, but we always managed to 
connect up for meals or the long walk back 
to the North 40 at the end of the evening.  
Under the long gaze of the rotating beacon 
on the new Whitman tower, we’d compare 
what we saw during the day, sometimes 
making note to see what the other had 
seen that day.

Living for better than a week on an 
airport develops a comfortable rhythm.  
The warbirds start to roll by at 6:30 or 
7:00 am.  Reveille calls from the WWII 
reenactors’ camp. Next come the airshow 
performers rolling out for morning practice.  
There is a lesson to be learned from pros 
for whom performing a daily show isn’t 
enough.  They still roll out for morning 
practice.  The lesson is not lost on the 17 
year old.  In fact, he’s noticing a lot.  He’s 
beginning to call out aircraft types, too.  
Stinsons, Aeroncas, Standards, Wacos, and 
Stearmans, RVs and Lancairs.  He’s getting 
pretty good at this.  All day, the Ford Tri-
Motor, the B-17 and the Bell 47 helicopters 
are seen and heard circulating overhead as 
they give their lucky riders the sweet taste 
of their version of flight.

I met Gene Chance, an early manager 
of the EAA Museum.  He shared our 
breakfast table at the Tall Pines Café 
wearing his apron from his morning donut 
making duties.  He’s flown most of the 
200 aircraft in the museum. “Every time 
someone would donate an aircraft to the 
museum, Paul (Poberezny) would send me 
out to pick it up and fly it here.”

I watched the U2 pilots having just 
arrived from Beale AFB, CA, patiently 
walk the cordon line in their space suits in 
the hot humid Wisconsin afternoon.  The 
younger co-pilot suddenly stopped. With a 
surprised look of recognition on his face, 
he reached into the crowd to shake the 
hand of an older bystander, introducing the 
man to the surrounding crowd as “Retired 
Lt. Colonel Richard xxxxxx, the man 
most responsible for me becoming an Air 
Force officer.”  The senior walked a little 
straighter back to his motorized scooter.  
There went that generation bridge again.

Father and son, somewhere over Montana?The new Whitman Field Tower

Stephanie Allen and Rich Jones’ Cessma 172, winner of the Contemporary 
Grand Champion Gold Linday

Addison Pemberton’s Boeing 40C, winner of the Antique Grand Champion 
Gold Linday

Mike Wiskus 
hangs on
the prop

Stephanie Allen and Rich Jones accepting the Contemporary Grand Cham-
pion Gold Linday

(Continued on page 7)
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On Easton Air Field and Silver Creek $649,900

Feel as if you are on a permanent holiday in this Stunningly Beautiful 2,441 
sq ft home on 3 nicely treed acres. Enjoy relaxing moments in the sunroom 
or cool summer breezes on your patio w/BIG views of Kachess Ridge. 40x40 
& 24x30 Garages.

Call Betty Vincent, Remax Alpine, 509-304-9069

CUSTOM LOG HOME

I watched and listened as a man in his 
eighties, telling a man in his fifties and two 
young men in their late teens or early 20s 
about the oily mist from the Wright Cyclone 
engines he endured at his waist gunner 
position on his missions over Europe.  More 
bridging.

There are a lot of old guys at Oshkosh.  
That may not be the right way to say it.  But 
I watched as my son came to realize that 
inside any one of  these guys who walk 
with a slower gait or otherwise deal with the 
rigors of age, there may be a story lurking; 
a quiet hero.

You can’t see it all.  I didn’t see all the 
airshows. I didn’t see the World’s Largest 
Gathering of Female Aviators.  I did see the 
giant logbook they were signing. I didn’t see 
all of the 797 commercial exhibitors.  I didn’t 
sit in every aircraft on display. 

But I saw WPA members win awards.  
Addison Pemberton’s Boeing 40C deservedly 
won Antique Grand Champion Gold Lindy.  
What a beauty that was.  And I saw my 
friends Rich Jones and Stephanie Allen up 
on stage accepting a Contemporary Grand 
Champion Gold Lindy for their gorgeous 
1969 Cessna Skyhawk.

One high point of the show for my son 
and me was the gracious invitation from 
Rich and Stephanie to ride with them on 
the EAA air-to-air Photo Shoot of their 
Contemporary Grand Champion Skyhawk 
and their past Grand Champion Bonanza. 
That was a real treat.

And then the trip home -- 3,000 miles 
round trip. Dodging thunderstorms around 
the south side of the Minneapolis wedding 
cake.  A surprisingly good meal in Miles 
City, MT.  Twelve days with my son and 
no TV.  The hours in the cockpit, shared 
with him as we both watched the passing 
landscape of this great country. Descending 
finally from the Cascades towards KPAE, 
number two behind the Cessna for 34 Left.  
Home again. Words as sweet as “Welcome 
to Oshkosh!”

(Continued from page 6)

My Adventures 
at Oshkosh

Letter from Bruce Hinds (Continued from page 1)

closure.  We’ve actually added new SPBs at 
Lake Curlew and in Olympia.  For the first 
time straight float flyers now have access 
to our capital city. And, we’ve added a 
temporary SPB each July at Lake Goodwin 
for the Arlington NW EAA event. The private 
operator actually welcomes seaplanes. 

We also work with SPA and other state 
level seaplane organizations because of 
the continued threat on the federal level.  
Most recently the Bureau of Reclamation 
has closed 400+ lakes in 17 western states 
to seaplanes.  We’ve been promised that 
this decision will be rescinded and we are 
awaiting the official announcement.  

As you can see the threat continues.  We 
welcome anyone interested in water flying 
to visit our website www.wa-spa.org to learn 
more.  If you are at all interested, contact me 
and I’ll put you on our email notification and 
newsletter list.

Bee Sea n’ya,
Bruce Hinds, President
Washington Seaplane Pilots Association
Northwest Seabee Club
360-769-2311 home
360-710-5793 cell 
BruceH@wa-spa.org 

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

JOIN WPA

www.wpafl ys.org

Washington Pilots Association

www.wpafl ys.org
Please Join or renew today!

WPA is working to 
advance the interests 
of general aviation in 
Washington State.

News from Clallam County
Port Angeles Fairchild Airport (KCLM) had the UNICOM frequency changed to 

122.975 on July 31.  If you have the equipment in your airplane, tune your primary radio 
to 122.975 but tune the other radio to the old frequency (123.000) and monitor it as well 
because many pilots might not have the information and will still be on the old frequency. 
(They will get no response on 123.000 from the UNICOM operator, the FBO).

The new web cam for KCLM is now up and running.  In the next few weeks / months 
the image and position will be adjusted to give a better visual of the airport environment.  
Address is http://weather.portofpa.com/airport/index.html.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Date Event APO Location Phone email / Website
August     
22-23 Central Oregon Airshow S33 Madras, OR 541-348-0019 ochs@orednet.org

22-24 WPA - Wings over Republic R49 Republic, WA 509-775-3911 www.wingsoverrepublic.com

23 Lynden Airport Fly-in 38W Lynden, WA 360-354-6728 

30 Bremerton Blackberry Festival PWT Bremerton, WA 360-377-3041 www.blackberrfestival.org

30 Desert Aire Fly-in / Pancakes M94 Desert Aire, WA  

September     
5-6 HFM Warbird Fly-in Big Band Dance BLI Bellingham, WA 360-733-4422 www.heritageflight.org

5-6 Apple Turnover Aerobatic Cont EPH Ephrata  www.jac67.org

5-7 Western Antique Aero / Auto 4S2 Hood River, OR 541-386-1664  www.waaamuseum.org

9 Aviation Planning Council (LATS) BFI Seattle, WA 800-552-0666 

13 Gunfighter Skies 2008  Mountain Home AFB, ID  

10-14 Reno Air Races  Reno, NV   www.airrace.org

13 WPA - Port of Shelton Fly-in SHN Shelton, WA 360-426-1151 

14 WPA - Sunday Brunch @ OLM OLM Olympia, WA 360-259-4543 360-259-2848

20 WPA - State Board Meeting GEG Spokane, WA 360-898-2319 

20 WPA - Yakima Open House YAK Yakima, WA  
20-21 Victoria Air Show  Victoria, BC  

24 Wings over Washington PSC Pasco, WA 509-547-6271 www.wowairshow.com

24 Fall Canyonlands Safari  McCall, ID

  
     

Did You Know?
• Today, all but one percent of the state’s residents live within 90 minutes of a Regional Service or a 

comparable Commercial Service airport.
• Community and Local Service airports serve small to medium sized communities and accommodate a wide 

range of aviation activity that is important to a community’s economic well-being and quality of life.
• Aviation capacity issues are inter-related. For example, congestion in one area can result in spill-over demand 

Proposed Policies
Policy 1: Washington’s aviation facilities should be planned and operated as an integrated system that meets 
statewide air transportation demand; complements the overall state transportation system; maximizes the use 
of existing facilities; and is compatible with the environment.
Policy 2: Promote adequate access to the national air transportation system for all Washington residents, using 
standards appropriate to the various regions of the statestatewide air transportation demand; complements 
the overall state transportation system; maximizes the use of existing facilities; and is compatible with the 
environment.
Policy 3: Identify transportation needs that extend into adjacent states and promote bi-state/multi modal 
cooperative solutions to ensure coordinated services and maximum cost effectiveness.
Policy 4: Work with federal, state, regional and local transportation agencies to improve ground access to 
airports through alternative modes of transportation, consolidation of freight/cargo facilities on airport grounds, 
and rail and road enhancement projects.

Economy
Did You Know?
• General aviation is defined by the FAA as all aviation other than scheduled commercial aviation and 

military aviation. 
• General aviation provides many essential services across the state, such as business transportation, 

emergency services and agricultural support to communities.
• Air cargo operations provide an essential service to Washington businesses, by supporting manufacturing 

shipment, agricultural products shipment, document exchange, and finished goods delivery.
• In today’s business environment, which often requires just-in-time delivery of products and goods, swift 

transportation has become increasingly important to local businesses.

Proposed Policies
Policy 1: Consider state and/or regional economic benefits (such as economic development, job creation, 
and competitive advantage for local businesses) in the analyses of aviation investments and policy 
recommendations.
Policy 2: Coordinate with state and local economic development agencies to ensure there are sufficient aviation 
facilities and capacity to enhance economic growth opportunities across Washington State.
Policy 3: Washington State should strongly encourage and support educational infrastructure to train and 
educate the skilled workforce necessary to support a technically advanced aviation system that will serve all 
citizens of the State.
Policy 4:  Washington State should encourage public-private partnerships and create incentives to encourage 
private investment in airport infrastructure and aviation equipment to support sustainable job and business 
growth of aviation enterprises.
Policy 5:  Work with local, regional and state agencies to boost economic development and attract businesses 
through the development of airport infrastructure and compatible land use initiatives.

Environment
Did You Know?
• Emerging technologies and best practices, which can be used to manage aviation-related environmental 

repercussions such as surface water runoff and carbon emissions, should be adopted together with 
conservation and green building practices.

• Habitat preservation is of great importance; however, bird and wildlife habitats located near airport runways 
may present major safety hazards to passengers and neighborhoods alike.

• Many communities feel adversely impacted by aircraft noise, even though they may benefit economically 
and socially from the services offered by airports.

Proposed Policies
Policy 1: Washington State should require airports to appropriately mitigate adverse environmental impacts 
to rare species and habitats occurring at airports, while reducing wildlife attractants that create hazards to 
airport operations.
Policy 2: Airport facility and operations plans should incorporate environmental policies and management 
practices, and explore new opportunities to apply sustainable practices, including:

• Energy conservation and use of alternative energy sources 
• Waste reduction and recycling 
• Impact avoidance and mitigation
• Green building or energy efficient construction methods 
• Encouragement of  “good neighbor” policies at public use airports using best management practices

Policy 3: Washington State will use incentives and regulation to ensure that its public use airports follow sound 
environmental protection practices in the construction, maintenance and operation of its systems and facilities. 
Furthermore, airports should consistently review these indicators to improve their environmental performance.
Policy 4: Incorporate state and federal greenhouse gas emissions reduction policies and strategies within 
the air transportation system to minimize the adverse health and environmental impacts on air quality and the 
climate while promoting jobs and economic development in a sustainable manner.
Policy 5: Promote research on greenhouse gas emissions reduction strategies, alternative fuels, and air traffic 
management procedures for aviation.
Policy 6: Develop statewide and regional strategies to coordinate, develop and provide a range of transportation 
mode options for access to public use airports through airport and highway design projects.

Land Use
Did You Know?
• Incompatible development around an airport limits the airport’s operations, as well as exposing its 

neighboring communities to noise and other undesirable impacts.
• Conflicting land use presents a major challenge to the viability of airports in Washington:
• Only 35% of airports are protected by comprehensive plan policies. 
• Only 22% of airports are protected by zoning ordinances. 
• Only 53% of airports have height hazard controls.
• Incompatible development reduces the airspace needed to support advanced technologies, increases 

conflicts with neighborhoods and reduces safety and capacity of existing facilities.
• Incompatible development impedes airport expansion, which is often required to accommodate future 

growth. 

Proposed Policies
Policy 1: The state should strengthen its legislation to prohibit incompatible land uses and to promote appropriate 
land uses adjacent to public use airports.
Policy 2: Washington State should use a combination of incentives, legislation and regulatory tools to ensure that 
local governments address land use requirements to protect airports as essential public facilities, discouraging 
the encroachment of incompatible land uses adjacent to public use airports.
Policy 3: Develop statewide performance measures to assess how well local comprehensive plan policies and 
development regulations work in discouraging incompatible development adjacent to public use airports.
Policy 4: The State should prohibit airspace intrusion around airports and runway approach paths by structural, 
visual, or wildlife hazards that could potentially impact airport operations or endanger the safety and welfare 
of aviation users.
Policy 5: Regional Transportation Planning Organizations should be given the authority to certify the 
transportation and land use element of local comprehensive plans to discourage incompatible development 
adjacent to public use airports and ensure consistency of comprehensive plan components and regulations 
across jurisdictional boundaries.
Policy 6: Washington State should work towards developing standards to discourage new development of K-12 
public schools, daycare centers and medical facilities from locating adjacent to public use airports.

Safety
Did You Know?
• Runway safety areas exist to minimize passenger injuries and aircraft damage and to facilitate recovery if 

an aircraft were to overshoot or undershoot the runway. While nearly all commercial service and regional 
service airports in the state meet runway safety performance standards, many of the remaining smaller 
airports within the state do not.

• It is important that airports have designated airspace for aircraft arrivals and departures that are free of 
obstructions. Obstructions such as terrain, buildings, trees, or vehicles can be dangerous to aircraft during 
takeoff or landing if they extend into this protected area.

• A safe aircraft operating environment exists when:
• Runway safety areas are in compliance with FAA standards. 
• Airfield pavements are in good or excellent condition. 
• No obstacles are in the airport operating environment.
• In general, smaller airports are less successful at meeting safety objectives than larger airports, because 

they often do not have enough funds to make safety improvements.

Proposed Policies
Policy 1: Washington State should use incentives and state and federal resources to ensure that airport 
facilities meet applicable federal or state design criteria and safety standards.
Policy 2: Washington State should work with the FAA and regional transportation planning organizations 
to identify additional airports that can meet federal criteria for the classification of reliever airports between 
2008 and 2035.
Policy 3: WSDOT Aviation should work with the State’s Emergency Management Division to augment 
Washington State’s Emergency Plan to include strategically located aviation facilities to assist during disasters/
emergencies.
Policy 4: Washington State should encourage and support precision instrument approach procedures at all 
airports with a classification service role of “Regional Service” or higher, and should work towards providing non-
precision instrument approach procedures at all airports with a service role of “Community Service” or higher.

Proposed Policies 
Policy 1: Maintain and expand the Washington Aviation System Plan (WASP) to include the following:

a. Incorporate economic development studies, aviation forecasts, pavement conditions analysis, capacity 
analysis, airport facility assessment studies and other studies as appropriate to keep the system plan 
up-to-date to meet changing conditions in the air transportation system.

b. Periodically re-evaluate Airport Classification System designations for airports to respond to changing 
conditions and ensure that airport facilities are meeting established performance standards.

c. Maintain a relational database, including physical and operational airport inventory information to support 
Aviation System Planning and the statewide aviation capital investment program. 

d. Provide support and technical assistance at the local level to develop and update airport master plans 
or airport layout plans consistent with the Washington Aviation System Plan.

Policy 2: Washington State should ensure that the aviation capital investment program strategically prioritizes 
system investments necessary to provide for the state’s air transportation needs in a cost-effective manner, 
including:

a. Work with federal, state, local and other aviation interests on funding strategies to address aviation 
systems gaps and shortfall with the WASP.

b. Expand the State’s role to coordinate selection of state projects to complement FAA programs.
c. Guide investments through use of the Airport Classification System and target investments to promote 

achievement of identified performance measures.
Policy 3: Provide technical assistance to airports and promote methods that optimize the financial return 
to the airport as consistent with the WASP, airport master plan, and state and federal grant assurances and 
guidelines.
Policy 4: Support joint public-private partnership and private sector initiatives to provide transportation facilities 
and services that meet the public’s best interest, such that:

• Public expenditures can be reduced, 
• Public access to aviation transportation facilities is affordable, and
• The quality, quantity and long-term stability of service is maintained.

Policy 5: Develop access standards so that regional transportation plans and airport master plans promote 
air transportation access within Washington and to the national and international systems.
Policy 6: Where gaps exist in the aviation system (such as isolated communities, gaps in emergency services, 
or where there are capacity shortfalls), it may be in the State’s interest to operate airports

Did You Know?
• Airport classification systems are used to identify the role of each airport in the state system and to 

understand the types of facilities and services necessary at each.
• Classifying airports by system role and setting performance objectives for the various airport classes can 

help with prioritizing airport investments to achieve overall state access, preservation, and safety goals 
and to enhance air transportation statewide.

• Maintaining pavement condition at airports is a critical issue. Failure to repair pavement at the optimal time 
can be extremely costly, in both repair cost and loss of system capacity.

Stewardship (continued from page 3)
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Please contact John Dobson, WPA State President at 360-898-2319 or John.Dobson@membersonlyinc.com with your feedback on the LATS policies.


