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President’s 
Message…

I hope you had a chance 
to attend the Arlington Fly In. 
The weather was cooperative, 
with warm days and cool nights 
and mostly sunny skies - once 
each day’s marine layer burned 
off.  I saw an event attended by 
folks from all over the Pacific 
Nor thwest. I asked a lot of 
folks where they flew in from, 
and their answers were from 
all over. I saw an airshow that 
continues to deliver the thrills 

and soaring grace that appeals to the uninitiated and the 
veteran alike, including at night! I saw vendors make the 
effort to set up what were sometimes extensive displays of 
merchandise and a lot of people with shopping bags filled 
with much more than giveaway trinkets and brochures. I 
saw forums delivering information for those with an FAA 
“certificate to learn” in their wallets. I saw a 21 year old 
young man proudly bring his family and girlfriend along 
from California to describe and share photos of his just-
completed record-setting world circumnavigation. I saw 
a party hosted by Spencers Aircraft and I saw the WPA 
logo on the back of A LOT of t-shirts. I saw new members 
sign up with WPA (7 of them, so far). I saw campers in 
tents and RVs and, most of all; I saw the camaraderie of a 
whole bunch of people with a shared passion for aviation.

There’s a move underway to turn more Class G 
and Class E airspace into various kinds of Special Use 
Airspace (SUA). The Air Force, in support of the Oregon 
National Guard, has published a Notice of Intent to 
prepare an environmental impact statement for proposed 
establishment and expansion of military airspace in parts 
of Oregon, Nevada, California and Washington. Closest to 
us is a proposal to expand W-570, creation of (EEL A – D) 
MOA along the Oregon cost with floor at 11,000 ML and 
top at 17,999 MSL, creation of Redhawk A-B MOA to the 
northeast of Madras, OR with floor at 11,000 ML and top 
at 17,999 MSL, and creation of Juniper D-C & Hart C-E 
in the southeast corner of Oregon.

Graphical representation of these proposals can 
be seen at: http://www.173fw.ang.af.mil/shared/media/
document/AFD-130517-091.pdf

Pilots choosing to avoid active MOA activity in these 
expanded spaces might well find themselves squeezed 
between active SUA above and craggy elevations below.

Details on where to register your comments can 
be found at Air National Guard 173rd Fighter Wing’s 
website:  ht t p://www.173fw.ang.af.mil /resources/
oregonairspaceinitiative.asp

Our state legislators are out of session, enjoying their 
summer, as are you and I. This is the perfect time to invite 
them to your hangar parties, fly outs, etc. to give them 
the opportunity to learn more about the facts of General 
Aviation. Invite your state senator or representative for a 
flightseeing tour. Many of these folks don’t know much 
about the airports in their districts, how much they benefit 
their local economy or how most of us represent an average 
economic cross section of family incomes. This is the 
time – to take advantage, and discuss these important 
issues before the wheels start turning this fall for the next 
legislative session.

Also, a quick shout out to Spokane Chapter’s newest 
member – David Ulane. David is AOPA’s NW Mountain 
Regional Manager. He and his fiancé, Janet, are moving 
to the Spokane area and we’re excited to have his energy, 
enthusiasm and support closer at hand. Please join me 
in welcoming David and Janet to the area with our best 
wishes!

Most importantly, go fly! There’s nothing like getting 
above it all!

WPA’s new Safety and Education Director, Ken Davies, 
has started off his reign with a bang.  

 Ken, retired from the Navy and a former crew member on 
the P3 Orion, made it possible for twelve lucky 2013 Arlington 
Air Show attendees to tour the Naval Air Base at Whidbey 
Island, and to get a turn at the P3 Orion simulator.  

 On Thursday, July 11, we 
all pilled into two vehicles and 
drove to the base.  We were 
f irst t reated to a logistical 
overview and mission of the 
base while driving through its 
interior.  The tour next took 
us to the simulator which was, 
for most of us, the highlight of 
the tour.  

 Four of us at-a-time were 
allowed into the simulator.  
Everyone was given a chance 
in the right seat, and then in the 
left as pilot-in-command.  Some 
of us felt we were lucky to take 
off in a four-engine aircraft and 
get it back on the ground without 
incident, while others felt that 
flying under the Deception Pass 
Bridge was a “Must do”.  

 After time in the simulator and a tour of the hangar 
which houses the P3 Orion, including an explanation of the 
aircraft’s capabilities, we drove back to Arlington.  Everyone 
in the group had a new appreciation of the job Naval Aviators 
are charged with, and an appreciation of the liberty we enjoy 
because of their dedication.

Tour of Whidbey Island NAS

By Jim Posner
The Washington Pilots Association Youth Aviation 

Scholarship Foundation is official!  The IRS approved the 
WPA’s application to have our Foundation operate as a 501(c)
(3) organization.  This means that all contributions to the WPA 
scholarship program, provided they are made directly to the 
Foundation, are tax deductible.  They weren’t before this approval.  
Further, all funds that were donated on or after February 25, 
2013 qualify under this tax ruling (again, provided they are first 
deposited in the Foundation’s account and distributed from that 
account) due to the retroactive feature of this tax ruling.

This milestone was only possible (or, at least, way easier) 
with the help of several members who have experience in 
gaining this approval.  Tom Jensen, Liz Lundin, Bob Kay 
and Jim Swartwood were the core team aided by others who 
contributed their expertise.  Thank you all!!

The WPA is enthusiastically committed to ensuring 
the health and growth of General Aviation in the state of 
Washington.  Encouraging our youth to get their Private 
Pilot license by helping them financially is a huge part of that 
commitment.  As we all know, training is expensive and any 
help we can provide will make it so that the next generation 
of pilots will have a lot bigger population.

What can you do?  Get with your chapter leadership and 
find out what sort of program you now have.  If you would 
like to see it grow (or get one started), you can now tell folks 
that any contribution they make is tax deductible.  We have 
people on the WPA board and in our chapters who are very 
experienced in forming, funding and managing scholarship 
programs of all sizes and are very willing to help you with 
yours.  Les Smith (president@wpaflys.org) can help coordinate 
resources, just ask!

Let’s share our passion for aviation and get our youngsters 
flying!

Scholarship Foundation Is Officially 501(c)(3) 

By Marian Heale
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WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to: wings@wpaflys.org

Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:
PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE

Bellevue, WA 98004-9721
WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions 
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

Washington Pilots Association

Washington Pilots Association
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JOIN WPA
www.wpaflys.org
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Grant County International
7810 Andrews Street NE, Ste. 200 Moses Lake, WA  98837

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 13 Federal: Airport Elevation:           1,185 
Associated City: Moses Lake Approach Category:
County: Grant State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: Port Number: 5 FAA: VD
Owner: Port of Moses Lake Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 11/18/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 19 Number of Cargo Carriers 2
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 13 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) 530
Medical Transport Single-Engine 83
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 1 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 0 AIS Last Updated: 12/9/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 0 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 1 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 117 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/9/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 3 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 117 - 471
Operations 63,315 - 313,954 

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

2,920
2,762
4,000

B-747

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

D: 141 to < 
166 knots

Commercial Service Airport - 
Non Primary

Asphalt,Concrete,
Asphalt/Concrete,
Concrete,Asphalt

The Grant County International Airport has 350+ days a year of VFR flying and is located in the
middle of Washington State. The airport staff are ready to assist you with your needs both work
and recreational. We can support any operation with our 13,500 ft runway and Air Traffic Control
Tower.

Commercial

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 3259 0 7994 8208
Military Local 9776 13035 14837 11519
Commercial Air Taxi 3179 3179 2344 2637
Commercial Air Carrier 21735 20035 5754 5175
General Itinerant 41747 41442 15209 13735
General Local 73426 72888 23800 22041
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Grant County International
7810 Andrews Street NE, Ste. 200 Moses Lake, WA  98837

Airport Businesses and Visitors

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

AIRPORT BUSINESSES
Counties in Impact Region: Grant
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs on the airport footprint (excluding businesses that are not aviation-dependent).
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs located on the airport footprint.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Estimated Economic Impact Direct Total Impact
Jobs                          289 396
Labor Income  $          11,800,000 15,800,000
Output  $          38,600,000 50,500,000

VISITOR SPENDING
Impact Region: Washington State (once visitors land they may spend their money throughout the state).
Total Visitor Spending: Estimated total annual spending by visitors traveling through this airport.
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs supported by the total estimated visitor expenditures.
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs supported by visitor expenditures.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original visitor spending that remains in the state (some visitor spending

dollars paid to businesses will be exported out of the state).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Total Estimated Visitor Spending: 1,693,600$            
Direct Indirect/Induced Total Impact All State Impacts % State Impact

Jobs                           17                              9 26 94,000 0.03%
Labor Income  $              481,000  $               412,000 893,000$             3,311,700,000$     0.03%
Output  $           1,500,000 1,300,000$            2,800,000$          10,160,600,000$   0.03%

FISCAL IMPACTS

Estimated Taxes Paid to Each Jurisdiction Type
Cities Counties Special Districts State Total Taxes

Airport Businesses  $                     700  $                 45,000  $                 8,100  $           6,800,000 6,853,800$          
Visitors  $                14,000  $                 15,000  $               15,000  $                83,000 127,000$             
Total  $                14,700  $                 60,000  $               23,100  $           6,883,000  $         6,980,800 
NOTE: Tax estimates include Aircraft Excise Tax, Property Tax, Business & Occupation Tax, Sales Tax, Aviation Fuel Tax,
            State and Local Utility Taxes, Rental Car Tax, and Lodging Tax.
            Special Districts include Transit, Schools, Hospitals, Fire, EMS, Parks, Ports, Utilities, and others.

Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced

                                                        107 
 $                                           4,000,000 
 $                                         11,900,000 
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Growing Our Membership –  
the Value/Worthiness Case

www.facebook.com/highlandsupholstery
highlands@aircraftsolutions.aero

www.aircraftsolutions.aero

HIGHLANDS UPHOLSTERY
Custom Aircraft Interiors

Over 30 
years 

experience!

208-773-0104 (offi ce)

208-446-7841 (cell)

Now at Spokane International Airport.
Located in Aircraft Solutions hanger.

Charlie & Karrie 
Hatridge

By Jim Posner
The WPA exists (or should exist) 

because the General Aviation community 
must have an effective advocate to defend 
against the constant threats of loss of 
freedom (unnecessary restricted airspace, 
capr icious enforcement of incursions, 
e tc.),  i ncreased cost s  and dwindl ing 
resources (airports under threat of closure/
redevelopment).  The underlying bases of 
those threats exist because of the general 
ignorance of the public as to what GA is 
all about as a community transportation 
resource and source of income and jobs 
and not the “rich folk’s toys” playground.  
Outreach, education and social activities 
must be subordinate to the advocacy 
mission.

The message is: “If you are NOT a 
part of the solution, you ARE part of the 
problem.”

Anyone who uses the GA infrastructure 
i n  Wash i ng ton and doesn’t  ac t ively 
par t icipate in the preservat ion of the 
ability to freely use that infrastructure is 
being naïve in the belief that it will forever 
exist in its present form without their help.  
Anyone who observes how effective the 
NRA is in preserving gun rights should 
realize that they are effective because of 
the sheer number of their members, not 
how brilliant they are in articulating their 
message.  Legislators are terrified of them 
because they represent so many voters.

We have a good track record of airport 
preservation, user fee suppression and 
relationship with the DOT.  We are active 
politically and vigilant as to any activity 
that th reatens either our f reedoms or 
our costs of f lying.  That sort of activity 

and vigilance takes effor t, money and 
dedication.  Those that are good at it and 
have the time for such activities can only 
be effective if those that they interface with 
know that they have the full force of a large 
voting membership behind them.  Only then 
will they have an attentive audience.

We must document that track record 
and constantly make current and potential 
members aware of how becoming a member 
can make a d i f ference and how that 
difference will affect them personally in 
tangible, quantifiable ways.

Folks l i ke to be associated with 
winners and part of successful enterprises.  
It’s got to be “cool” to be a member.  If the 
WPA is NOT clearly perceived as such, not 
many people will be interested in joining.  
If 90% of the pilots in Washington do 
not belong, why should they?  That’s the 
question any literature MUST answer 
before it is asked.

User fees, allocation of aviation taxes 
and other at tempts by the government 
that attack every pilot’s wallet are just 
one area that there is a direct cause and 
effect relationship when GA’s interests are 
effectively being looked after.  If they are 
not part of that force, they will see large 
increases in the cost of f lying.  This has to 
be clear and compelling.

That’s the “job” of the WPA.  The 
“fun” part is the social aspect of hanging 
out with fel low pi lots as wel l as the 
satisfaction of helping encourage new pilots 
(e.g., the scholarship program), sharing 
knowledge and experience to the benefit 
of all members and the other legs of the 
mission stool.

ADVERTISE IN WPA WINGS!
Ad rates & info at http://www.wpaflys.org/wings.html
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By Ken Davies
Fellow Pilots,
My name is Ken 

Davies. I’m an active 
chapter member of 
the WPA’s Anacortes 
Chapter and I am both 
proud and honored to 
be your next state Safety 
& Education Director for WPA. I have been 
actively observing the aviation industry the 
past few months and I can tell you things are 
getting ever more challenging. Our state is 
lucky enough to have a great pilot network 
in place. A number of things I’ve observed 
from pilots around the state are that we need 
better communication amongst ourselves and 
that means two-way. We need to challenge 
ourselves more. We need to keep educating 
ourselves and share what we learn with others 
(don’t keep it to yourself). We need to use all 
of our resources better. The adage old vs new 
does not always mean better. Currency does 
not mean proficiency. I would like to introduce 
what I call pilot pillars in the form of Safety 
& Education, Communication, Involvement, 
and Performance (SCIP). My goal is to grow 
these pillars into useful base that will be self 
sustaining. 
• Safety & Educations; pilot seminars, 

WINGS program, instruction f lying 
events (flight reviews, etc)

• Communication; via the WPA website, 
newspaper, emails, in two way form

• Involvement; volunteer to help and be a 
participant

• Performance; challenge yourself to 
maintain prof iciency and not just 
currency in all aspects of aviation, 
including systems review, airspace 
review, regulations review, and f light 
review
We have plenty of talent and avenues 

in which to accomplish these tasks, make us 
better pilots, and keep flying fun! I would ask 
that you help me with this challenge. 

Fly Safe, Ken

Ken Davies
By Kevin T. Kelly, Paine Field Chapter, 
Aviation Academy Director

Aviation Academy, sponsored by the 
Paine Field Chapter of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA) and Snohomish County 
Airport (Paine Field), is a ground school-like 
course that provides young adults (ages 13-18) 
with information about aviation careers, and 
what it takes to become a pilot. The program 
is taught by volunteer aviation professionals 
and enthusiasts, all with goal of sharing 
the joy of flight with the next generation. 
The course—held each spring at Everett 
Community College’s Aviation Maintenance 
classrooms at Paine Field—consists of 
eight classes which include subjects such 
as weather, navigation, flight planning, Air 
Traffic Control, and Four Forces of Flight. 
Students also attend a field trip that includes 
a tour of the Paine Field airport environment, 
air traffic control tower, fire station, and 
the Museum of Flight Restoration Center. 
Other tours include visiting the Future of 
Flight Aviation Center & Boeing Tour and 
the Historic Flight at Kilo-6 facility at Paine 
Field. The program culminates with our 
graduation and flights on General Aviation 
Day, where our graduates get to utilize what 
they have learned in a practical application.

This year, we had 35 students attend 
the course. With that many students, it 
takes the suppor t of many individuals 
and organizations to make the program 
successful. I’d like to thank the Paine 
Field airport staff and Paine Field Fire 
Department; class instructors Greg Bell, 
Steve Waterman, Les Smith, Allen Kam 
(NOAA), and Richard Newman (Chinook 
Flight Simulations); our Career Night guest 
speakers, including Amy Bellesheim, Naval 
Aviator LT Scott Brazelton (NAS Whidbey 
Island), Austin Wood (Boeing engineer/
CFI), and Chuck Cole (Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University); classroom helpers 
Evan Seitz and Brandon Freeman (both 
former Aviation Academy students), Austin 
Wood, and Mark Wilkerson; Michelle 
Johnson at EvCC Aviation Maintenance; 

Aviation Academy Graduates 35 Students

Sheree Van Berg (Museum of Fl ight 
Restoration Center); Jackye Skerlong and the 
staff of the Future of Flight gift store; John 
Sessions, Vanessa Dunn and the volunteers 
at Historic Flight Foundation; variations 
organizations that donate handout materials; 
a nd  t he  You ng 
Eagles pilots who 
flew our students 
on Aviation Day. 

New to  t he 
p r o g r a m  t h i s 
y e a r  w a s  t h e 
i nt roduct ion of 
a quiz at the end 
of  t h e  c o u r s e . 
T hose s t udent s 
who scored 80% 
or  b e t t e r  we r e 
submit ted for a 
d rawing dur ing 
t he  g r a du a t ion 
ceremony for the 
chance to win an 
introductory flight 
le s son  (f u nde d 
through the Jim 

Hannah Memorial Scholarship) or a free 
f light simulator session donated by Chinook 
Flight Simulations.

We look forward to sharing the joy of 
aviation, and the many career opportunities 
that the industry offers, with next year’s class!
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WPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter gen-
erally meets on the second Thursday of every 
third month (February, May, August and No-
vember) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are held in the 
Micro Aerodynamics hangar on the airport. 
Contact Chapter President Karl Fischbach, 
TeamFischbach@gmail.net, 360-770-4260.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Jim Posner, 
415-990-0664, jimposner@comcast.net for 
further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
chapter meets on the third Thursday of the 
month at Rite Bros (FBO) at Port Angeles 
Fairchild International Airport (CLM). Meet-
ings begin at 7:00 pm, and all are welcome. 
For more info on the Clallam County 
chapter, contact Jerry Nichols, oldnick@
olypen.com, 800-292-2978.
COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-684-1566.
DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meets at 
the Deer Park Airport (KDEW) Administration 
Building on the last Thusday of the month, ex-
cept in February, November and December. 
The Administration building is located near 
the south end of the airport. A potluck dinner 

begins at 6:30 pm, with an aviation-related 
program beginning at 7:15, followed by a 
short business meeting. Guests are always 
welcome. For more information about Deer 
Park chapter and its activities, please 
contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER – The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of every other month 
(February, April, June, August, October 
and December) at Trotter’s Restaurant, 825 
Harvey Road, Auburn, WA 98002. Social 
time will start at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting 
will start at 7 p.m. Dinner will be served 
and there will be three entrees to choose 
from. Cost is $20 per person. Meeting 
program information and upcoming special 
events can always be found at WPAFLYS.
ORG under the Green River Chapter tab. 
For more information, contact Chapter 
President Jim Flynn at JKRV6A2@
SKYNETBB.COM or 206-498-4409.
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The Harvey 
Field chapter meets on the second Saturday 
of each month, year round, at 10:00 am in 
Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For more infor-
mation on activities, please visit the WPA 
web site, click on the Harvey Field Chapter, 
and visit the Activities Calendar. For more 
information contact Charles Hower at 
425-418-7655.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The North 
Sound chapter meets every second Thurs-
day of the month (except during June, July 
and August), at 7:00 pm at the Whatcom 
Educational Credit Union WECU® 600 Block 

of Holly St.  in Bellingham.  For more info 
on the North Sound chapter, contact Kelly 
Beerman,  kellybeerman@comcast.net, 
360-441-0145.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- The 
Okanogan & Ferry County chapter meets 
on the third Thursday of the month, 6:30 
at Whistler Restaurant in Tonasket. Our 
May meeting is the third Saturday at Twisp 
Airport. We have an afternoon Fly-in and 
Fry-in steak fry. Our August meeting is 
held at the Republic Fly-in on Saturday 
afternoon. If anyone is in the Twisp area 
on Friday afternoon please join us at our 
“meat burn” fire pit. Call Bob Hoffman for 
information at 509-997-8141 or Lee Orr at 
509-486-4502.
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit  
www.wpaflys.org/chapters/paine or send 
email to paine-president@wpaflys.org

SHELTON-SANDERSON - Bruce Loften, 
President, 360-455-4044
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER -  The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter has the 
following meetings scheduled for 2010:  
4th Thursday in May and September at 
7:00pm  and Sunday Brunch on December 
4.  Meetings are held at the Dollars Corner 

Fire Station.  For more information, contact 
Bob Brown at 360-607-5060.
SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
Chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner 
at Longhorn Barbecue on Argonne, 
beginning at 6:00 pm. Meeting program 
information and upcoming special events 
can always be found on the WPA webpage 
under the Spokane Chapter tab.  For 
more information, contact Chapter 
President Terry Newcomb, tnewcomb@
idahoveneer.com or call 208-699-3716.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets 
at 6:30 pm at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, 
Tri-Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month. For 
information contact Chapter President 
Mike White, mikeywhite@charter.net, 
509-586-9785.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors chapter 
meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location TBD. For 
meeting details and more info, contact 
Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.com , 360-
289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Don Flick, donaldflick@
nwi.net, 509-885-6105
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the first 
Thursday of the month. For meeting 
location and other details, contact Cindy 
Fahsholtz, President at 509-895-4061, 
email cindyfahsholtz@yvmh.org.

Most Chapters keep updated 
information on the WPAFLY.org

website. Click on the “Chapters” tab
for more information.

Contact: Alison Duquette, Holly Baker  
Phone: (202) 267-3883, (609) 485-6253

WASHINGTON – The Department 
of Transpor tat ion’s Federal Aviat ion 
Administration (FAA) recently asked the 
world’s fuel producers to submit proposals 
for fuel options that would help the general 
aviation industry make a transition to an 
unleaded fuel. The FAA is committed to the 
development a new unleaded fuel by 2018 that 
would minimize the impact of replacing 100 
octane low-lead fuel for most of the general 
aviation fleet. 

The FAA will assess the viability of 
candidate fuels in terms of their impact 
on the existing fleet, their production and 
distribution infrastructure, their impact on the 
environment and toxicology, and economic 
considerations. 

“General aviation is vital to the U.S. 
economy and is an impor tant form of 

FAA Requests New Fuel Options
transportation for many Americans,” said 
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. 
“We need to work with industry develop an 
unleaded fuel that advances aviation safety 
and improves the environment.”   

The FAA is asking fuel producers 
to submit by July 1, 2014, data packages 
for candidate replacement unleaded fuel 
formulations for evaluation by the FAA. By 
Sept. 1, 2014, the FAA will select up to 10 
suppliers to participate in phase one laboratory 
testing at the FAA’s William J. Hughes 
Technical Center. The FAA will select as 
many as two fuels from phase one for phase 
two engine and aircraft testing. That testing 
will generate standardized qualification and 
certification data for candidate fuels, along 
with property and performance data.  Over 
the next five years, the FAA will ask fuel 
producers to submit 100 gallons of fuel for 
phase one testing and 10,000 gallons of fuel 
for phase two testing. 

“The FAA knows the general aviation 
community and the Environmental Protection 
Agency are focused on this issue, and we 
look forward to collaborating with fuel 
producers to make an unleaded avgas available 
for the general aviation f leet,” said FAA 
Administrator Michael Huerta. 

The President’s 2014 budget includes $5.6 
million in research and development funding 
for the William J. Hughes Technical Center to 
conduct the fuels evaluation testing. Candidate 
fuel testing will be funded by the government 
and in-kind industry contributions, in a multi-
year program. 

To date FAA has tested over 279 fuel 
formulations in an attempt to find a “drop-
in” solution, which would require no aircraft 
or engine modifications.  Today’s request 
responds to the July 2012 Unleaded Avgas 
Transition Aviation Rulemaking Committee 
report to the FAA, which noted that a "drop-in" 
unleaded replacement fuel is unavailable and 

may not be technically feasible. That is why 
an industry-government initiative called the 
Piston Aviation Fuels Initiative (PAFI) will 
facilitate the development and deployment of 
a new unleaded avgas with the least impact on 
the existing piston-engine aircraft fleet.  PAFI 
is key to the selection and implementation of 
an unleaded fuel across the existing general 
aviation f leet.  The FAA and industry-
group leaders also recently formed the PAFI 
Steering Group (PSG), tofacilitate, coordinate, 
expedite, promote and oversee the PAFI. 

There are approximately 167,000 aircraft 
in the United States and a total of 230,000 
worldwide that rely on 100 low lead avgas 
for safe operation. It is the only remaining 
transportation fuel in the United States that 
contains the addition of tetraethyl lead (TEL), 
a toxic substance, to create the very high 
octane levels needed for high-performance 
aircraft engines. Operations with inadequate 
octane can result in engine failures.
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SEE PAGE 7 FOR
CALENDAR OF NORTHWEST

AVIATION EVENTS

Work Party From WPA Spokane Spend 
a Beautiful May Day Working to Improve 

The Lower Granite State Airport
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Carrera Hangars LP
Hangar Leasing

Now
Leasing

Carrera Hangars LP is currently building 
and leasing beautiful new T-hangars at 
Arlington Municipal Airport and Ellensburg 
Bowers Field airport.

Units range is size from 960 Sq. Ft. to 2500 
Sq. Ft. each, constructed on a concrete 
pad, with steel shell, hung rolling track multi-
panel sliding doors, electrical power and 
compressed air. Custom options are also 
available.

Please visit our website
www.carrerahangars.com

for more details or contact us directly at:
Office contact:

Kim Bergemeier, 425-418-3923
Owner/Builder:

Duane Wilcoxon, 425-418-3680

 

Line Services 
Terminal Building 

6105 E. Rutter Ave. 
Spokane, WA 99212 

Open Daily 8am to 5pm 
509-939-8197 

Main Facility 
5505 E. Rutter Ave. 
Spokane, WA 99212 

Open M-F 8am to 5pm 
Open Saturdays (seasonal) 

509-534-7371 

 

Full Service FBO 
Maintenance..  Fuel 100LL/Jet A… 

Tie Downs…Hangar Space… Rental Cars…  

Supplies 
 

 Charts 
 Oil & Filters 
 Tires  
 Logbooks 
 Headsets 
 Test Prep 
 GPS 
 … and more! 

Avionics 
 

 New & Used 
Equipment Sales 

 

 Radio Service 
 

 Installations 
 

 Certifications 
 

 Mobile Service 

How does a pancake taste?  How does 
it taste when cooked by a retired U-2 pilot?  
Somehow, it just gets better – higher and 
lighter.  

The annual Desert Aire Fly-In is held 
on the Saturday before Father’s Day.  Each 
year the number of attendees grows from 385 
last year to nearly 500 in 2013.  The event is 
supported not only by area pilots who fly in 
to the 3,365 foot runway, but also by local 
residents.

There are approximately 20 homes on the 
runway, one of which is owned by Ken Broda, 
who made his first flight in the U-2 on March 
3, 1981.  When told how impressive it was to 
have your pancake prepared by a former U-2 
pilot, Ken’s comment was, “Well, everyone 
has to do something.”  

Linda Strand, Desert Aire resident and 
home owner, said there are about 1170 lot 
owners in the complex, and approximately 
1200 residents in the summer with 600-700 
being full time residents.  

The Desert Aire airport is located in the 
southwest corner of Grant County within the 
township of Desert Aire, which is about four 
miles south of the city of Mattawa on State 
Highway 243.  The Desert Aire Owners 
Association owns the airport, but leases it 
to Grant County Airport District Number 1. 

A restaurant, The Tumbleweed, is located 
about one-quarter mile from the airport, and 
according to Airport Manager David Strand, 
the food is very good.  For those who fly in, it 
is best to park on the East side of the runway 
where there is a path to the restaurant.  There 
are camping facilities located four blocks from 
the airport in the new marina area.

The Desert Aire Fly-In 
By Marian Heale

The Bremerton Pilots Association, a 
chapter of the Washington Pilots Association, 
has a very active and successful scholarship 
program that funds approximately half the cost 
of earning a private pilot license for deserving 
young adults (aged 17-21).  This year we will 
mint six new pilots resulting from our program 
with more to come as funds are raised.

We will be holding this year’s fundraising 
live and silent auctions on Saturday, October 
12th at the big hangar of Avian Flight Center 
starting at noon.  All are welcome.  If you have 
an interest in participating, please send your 
email address to Doug Haughton or Jim Posner 
who will keep you posted about the donations 
that we accumulate to sell at the auctions.  Last 
year we raised over $10,000 and expect to do 
much more this year.  You’ll be able to fly in 
and park in front of the hangar.  We’ll have 
daylight until at least 7:00 p.m. that afternoon.  
Lunch will be served and we only ask for $15 
to cover expenses so that ALL proceeds go to 
the scholarship fund.

This year donations may be tax deductible 
since the Washington Pilots Association has 
established a 501(c)(3) foundation through 
which all funds will flow.

General Aviation is very much in need 
of a new generation of pilots to stay healthy.  
This is our way of helping youngsters achieve 
their goal of learning to fly and satisfying the 
objective of getting more pilots in our ranks.

Mark your calendars!!

Doug Haughton – Events Coordinator - 
 Bremerton Pilots Association

doug@haughtonfamily.net
(360) 710-3481 (Cell)

Jim Posner – President
jimposner@comcast.net
(415) 990-0664 (Cell)

The radio frequency at the Methow 
Valley State Airpor t in Winthrop will 
stay at 122.8. Pilot feedback prompted 
the Washing ton State Depar tment of 
Transpor t at ion to consider changing 
Methow’s Common Traf f ic Advisor y 
Frequency (CTAF) from 122.8 to 122.9. 
Neighbor ing airpor ts – namely Twisp 
Municipal, about six miles south – use the 
122.9 CTAF. 

While changing the CTAF to 122.9 
would enable pilots in the common airspace 
to hear more of the surrounding activity, it 
would also result in the USDA Forest Service 
losing its UNICOM station license, which 
requires a 122.8 frequency. The UNICOM 
transmits pilot advisories when the Forest 
Service’s North Cascade Smoke Jumpers 
use Methow for emergency operations and 
training.

Recently WSDOT surveyed Washington 
Pilots Association members for input on the 
frequency. Only eight people responded with 
about 71 percent in favor of keeping the CTAF 
at 122.8. WPA’s board recommended making 
a decision that best preserves Forest Service 
safety and efficiency. 

The Forest Service emphasized the 
importance of keeping the UNICOM because 
it helps to clearly identify aircraft landing 
and departing Methow, specifically during 
firefighting operations, emergencies and other 
high-use operations. 

Learn more about the Methow Valley 
State Airport.

Methow Airport radio frequency remains at 122.8

Auction/Fund-
Raiser Event 
at Bremerton 

National Airport!! 
 October 12th

Ken Broda, Former U-2 Pilot, Cooks Pancakes

Crowd Gathers For Pancake Breakfast at Desert Aire
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ADVERTISE IN WPA WINGS!
Ad rates & info at http://www.wpaflys.org/wings.html

•Approximately  2200 Hours Total Time 
•290 Hours on a Turbo-Normalized IO-550 w/GAMIjectors – 300 HP! 
•TKS Weeping Wing Ice Protection System with Heated Stall Warning Vane 
•GNS-480 WAAS Approach-Certified GPS/KX-155/KR-87/KT-76A 
•KFC-200 Flight Director/Autopilot with Roll-Steering/Slaved Gyro/HSI 
•PS Engineering Model 7000 Audio Panel with Intercom and Recorder 
•Altitude Alerter with Transponder Output Monitor 
•All Cylinder CHT/EGT +TIT Graphic Engine Monitor with Memory/Output 
•Fuel Management Computer with Digital/LED Gauges 
•Osborne Metal Tip Tanks – 120 Gallon Total Fuel Capacity 
•High-Capacity Oxygen System with Range-Maximizer Flow Regulators 
•Standby Alternator and Instrument Pressure Pump 
•HID Landing Light/Remote Landing Gear Lights/Rosen Sun Visors 
•ZAON XRX Anti-Collision Warning System/DAVTRON Digital Clock/OAT 
•Bendix WX-1000 Stormscope 
•Cygnet Chart Desk/5th Seat Available 
•Serial Number CE-1663 
•Excellent Paint (2007) and Ultra-Leather Interior Condition 
•No Damage History/All Logs/Hangared/Fresh Annual and IFR Cert. 
•Located at KPWT in Washington State 
•Ask about her hangar – it’s for sale, too! 

 

Featured on the cover of ABS magazine August, 2007. 
Our stunning 1992 F33A Bonanza needs to find a new home as the 
FAA won’t let me fly anymore.  Turbo-Normalized, TKS-equipped 

and loaded with plenty of capability including 1,247 pounds of 
useful load!  Coupled GPS with roll-steering automatic pilot. 

It’s your dream airplane! 

Contact:  Jim Posner (415) 990-0664 
jimposner@comcast.net 

Best offer over $279,500 takes it! 

By Mike White 
This event was held from Friday, July 19 

through Sunday July 21.  Pancake breakfasts 
and barbecues were served and camping was 
available on the field.  On display were quite a 
few nice planes from Ercoupes to an Epic.  The 
Tri-Cities Military Vehicle Club had several 
vehicles on display, including an amphibious 
Duck.  A rather large HO scale model train 
layout was set up in one of the larger hangars.  
The title of the event is a good idea because it 
makes it more inclusive for local residents and 
not just a fly-in for pilots.

At the request of WPA member, RJ Blahut, 
Mike White, president, Tri-Cities Chapter, sat 
up a WPA “booth” in the “Big Hangar”, the one 

EAA members use for meetings and building.  
Dave Lucke provided several WPA banners 
of which two were used.  Although he spoke 
to several people who seemed interested in 
the WPA and handed out many of the newly 
edited and printed tri-fold brochures and Wings 
newsletters, no one actually signed up on 
the spot.  EAA members were giving Young 
Eagles flights.

Mike brought along a folding table and 
three chairs borrowed from EAA Chapter 391 
and a cubicle wall for hanging banner/s. After 
arriving, It was found that The Port of Benton 
was supplying tables and chairs and the banner 
could have been pinned to the wall.  This will 
simplify future such operations.

By Kevin T. Kelly, Paine Field Chapter, 
Aviation Academy Director

Back in 2011, Aviat ion Academy 
received generous donations, totally $1,260, 
in memory of Anacortes Chapter member Jim 
Hannah. With those funds, we established 
the Jim Hannah Memorial Scholarship. 
Since that time, the funds were to be used as 
scholarships for Aviation Academy students 

who could not cover the $70 tuition fee. Over 
the past few years, however, we have only 
received two requests for the funds.

Seek i ng to  put  good use  to  t he 
donations, the chapter board decided that 
we could further promote the next steps 
after Aviation Academy by offering to 
fund an introductory f light lesson to an 
Aviation Academy graduate. In our first 

Prosser Airport Days  
and Fly-In, 2013

Aviation Academy Student 
Receives Flight Lesson Scholarship

effort toward that end, we developed a quiz 
for the Aviation Academy students to take 
at the end of the last class. Those students 
who scored 80% or better were submitted for 
a drawing during the graduation ceremony 
on May 18th.

The student selected was Collin Whitney, 
who scored a 90% on his exam. Collin took 

his introductory flight lesson on June 13, 2013. 
Richard Newman of Chinook Flight 

Simulations also donated a free simulator 
session for another Aviation Academy student 
who was selected at the graduation ceremony.

We look forward to sending more Aviation 
Academy students on their first flight lesson 
in the future!
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Washington Sector Call: 425-787-6280   Cell: 425-314-4338
Web: www.wingwaxersnw.com  •  Email: wingwaxerswa@gmail.com

Our annual work party to clean up the winter debris and open up Ranger Creek 
Airport for the summer flying season was a great success. The weather was good to us 
and we had 29 people turn out and 7 airplanes flew in. The day was started out with coffee 
and Esther’s morning glory muffins to get everyone in the work mode. Again this year 
we had Paul Wolf, Manager of State Airports, to help us in with our work. We installed 
new windsock covers on both the north and midfield windsocks. Weeds and small tree 
starts were pulled along the runway edges and in the open area at the north end of the 
runway. Large rocks were picked up and the ground leveled out in the aircraft parking 
ar-ea. Debris was picked up along the runway and also in the camping area on the east 
side of the run-way. At the end of the day seven large bags of weeds, tree starts, and 
other debris was carried out. Ranger Creek Chili, cornbread and soft drinks were served 
at noon and the chili kettle was quickly emptied as in past years. I have to remember to 
bring a bigger kettle next year! 

Counting travel time we provided over 153 hours of support to both the Forest 
Service and the Washington Aviation Division on Saturday. More importantly, Ranger 
Creek is open for the flying season. Use it! 

Thanks to everyone who helped open up Ranger Creek! 
Thank you Jim Flynn, Al Banholzer, Esther Banholzer, Robyn Mahoney, Shane 

Mahoney, Paul Wolf, Jim Postma , Fran Postma, Mike Latta, Marv Olsen, Luke Olsen, 
Pamela Olsen, Curt Bryan, Hal Bryan, Chris Cary, Bob Kay, Larry Holtz, Andres 
Wieberneit, Bea Me, Phil Spilger, Leo Dondlinger, Rick Danz, Terri Danz, Richard 
Salgads, Jenna Rois, Ryan Carlson, Deanna Howard, Allan Sevinen, Conrad Kimball, 
Brian Beaulac, and 

By Jeff Simon 
Preventive maintenance begins with 

regular, careful inspections of the propeller. 
Even small areas of damage such as nicks 
and rock dings can represent stress points that 
can lead to cracks or corrosion. It pays to be 
vigilant and attend to small areas of damage 
before they become big ones.

Making minor repairs to propeller blades 
is not a particularly challenging task, but 
technique is important, and it’s not something 
that owners can do themselves. FAA Advisory 
Circular 43.13-1B is an excellent 

Patience and careful planning are key. 
It’s fairly easy to remove aluminum from a 
propeller blade and impossible to put it back. 
This is especially important when you realize 
that every propeller blade has dimensional 
limits that restrict the amount of metal that 
can be removed during repairs before the 
propeller becomes unairworthy.

So, proceed with caution and follow 
these basic steps:

Using a hand file, carefully remove 
the damaged material until you reach the 
bottom of the nick, ding, etc. None of the 
original damage surface should be left, but 
the minimum material should be removed to 
accomplish this.

Dress out the repaired area, making 
a smooth transition into the surrounding 
material. The general rule is to dress out the 

Ranger Creek Work Party! 

Propeller care: Preventive Maintenance
repair to an area 10 times the depth of the 
damage. For example, if you have to file down 
one-eighth of an inch to get to the bottom a 
nick on the leading edge, you must dress out 
the repair five-eighths of an inch on either side 
of the center of the repair for a total repair 
span of 1.25 of an inch. Try to maintain the 
original airfoil shape, blending the repair into 
the surrounding area.

Remove file marks with emery cloth 
until the surface is smooth. Then inspect the 
area carefully, using dye penetrant to reveal 
remaining marks or cracks.

Treat the repaired area with Alodine 
and paint to protect against future corrosion.

Use emery cloth to smooth leading edges 
as necessary and apply a thin coat of oil to 
help resist corrosion.

Blades can be maintained in the field, but 
maintenance on constant-speed propeller hubs 
is far more complex. Lubrication or charging 
with nitrogen (on certain hubs) are the only 
field-serviceable tasks on most constant-
speed hubs. Lubrication of the propeller 
hub is very important because it keeps the 
mechanism operating smoothly and changing 
the grease will help eliminate contaminants 
that can cause corrosion. However, it must be 
done according to the manufacturer’s exact 
instructions and only with the specified grease. 
Anything beyond these tasks should only be 
performed by a propeller maintenance facility.

3rd Annual 
Open House/Seminars & BBQ
August 27th, 2013  4‐7pm

When:    August 27th, 2013   4‐7PM
Where:  Garmin AT Facility 2345 Turner RD SE Salem, Oregon 

(KSLE)

Hello Aviators!  This is an invitation to Garmin’s 3rd annual Open house/Seminars/BBQ.  
Join us again this year on our back patio for a free BBQ.   

Come see where many of Garmin’s Aviation products are developed and manufactured.  
Factory tours and product seminars will be conducted as well as prize drawings  for our GPS 

products. It’s our way of saying thank you to our customers.    
Fly in, or drive in. 

Please RSVP:   wayne.mcghee@garmin.com 800‐525‐6726 Ext 3439

800-275-7345
503-640-4686

Fax 503-640-3071
5625 NE Elam Young Pkwy

Hillsboro, OR 97124
www.regalaviation.com

Regular oil changes are also very 
important in aircraft with constant-speed 
props. Since engine oil provides the power 
source for controlling propeller pitch, 
ensuring that the oil is clean will reduce 
the chance that the propeller and governor 
will have problems caused by sludge or 
water contamination. Also, be sure to leave 
constant-speed propellers in a horizontal 
or, in the case of three blades, in a “Y” 
position to minimize any water collection 
on the hub.

Wooden propellers are truly works 
of art and should be treated as such. They 
should be inspected regularly for damage 
and delamination. Pay particular attention 
to the metal tips, looking for loose screws, 
rivets, or solder. The varnish coating serves 
a critical role in protecting the propeller 
f rom moisture damage and should be 
carefully maintained. If the propeller is 
removed for any reason, the bolt holes and 
hub bore should be inspected for elongation 
and damage. Then, the holes should be 
treated with a moisture preventive such as 
asphalt varnish.

The compressible nature of wood 
requires that the torque on the propeller bolts 
be checked regularly. If moisture enters the 
wood, it can swell and then become loose 
after drying out. Typically, propeller torque 
should be checked 25 hours after installation 
and every 50 hours thereafter.

Finally, regardless of the type of 
propeller that you have, perform a propeller 
tracking check. This is a fairly simple 
procedure that any owner can do. Ensure 
that the mags are off, then remove one 
spark plug from each cylinder so that the 
propeller can be easily rotated. Next, rotate 
one of the blades so that it is pointing down 
and place a wooden block under the blade 
tip, marking the exact spot that the tip 
passes over on the block. Finally, rotate 
the propeller, checking the other blades to 
ensure that they track within one-sixteenth 
of an inch of the mark. Any variation 
beyond one-sixteenth of an inch is cause for 
concern. It may be caused by a bent blade 
and should be inspected and repaired by a 
propeller maintenance facility.
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WPA CAlendAr of events

BUSINESS  
DIRECTORY
Burrows Aviation LLC

Discount Aircraft Salvage
Specializing in retrival and parting out of wrecked aircraft

•  Insurance Work
•  Engines, Radios and Airframe Parts
•  Located at Deer Park Airport

Don Morse
1109 N. Cedar Ave.
Deer Park, WA 99006

Bus: (509) 276-2849
Home: (509) 935-6761

Cell: (509) 993-8286
1-800-826-4771

www.discountaircraftsalvage.com

Add your card to the Business 
Directory for $150/year

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

JOIN WPA
WPA is working to advance the interests of 

general aviation in Washington State.

www.wpaflys.org
Please Join or renew today!

August 6, 2013 (Tuesday)
6:00pm Arlington Chapter @ NASA Restaurant
August 7, 2013 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter
August 9, 2013 (Friday)
7:00pm Green River Chapter @ Trotter’s Auburn
Abbotsford Air Show - www.abbotsfordairshow.com
August 10, 2013 (Saturday)
10:00am Harvey Field Chapter @ Snohomish Flying Service 
11:00am Apex Fly In - potluck start, food at 
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp 
Abbotsford Air Show - www.abbotsfordairshow.com
August 11, 2013 (Sunday)
Abbotsford Air Show - www.abbotsfordairshow.com
August 14, 2013 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter
August 15, 2013 (Thursday)
7:00pm Clallam County Chapter @ Rite Bros. Aviation 
Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter meets alternating between Omak and Tonasket
August 17, 2013 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
August 21, 2013 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter 
7:00pm Olympia Chapter Meeting @ Pearson Air
August 22, 2013 (Thursday)
6:30pm Deer Park Chapter @ Deer Park Airport Administration Building
August 24, 2013 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp 
BPA Poker Run - www.bremertonpilotsassociation.org
August 27, 2013 (Tuesday)
Garmin Customer BBQ @ KSLE - 
RSVP: wayne.mcghee@garmin.com 800-525-6726 x3439 
August 28, 2013 (Wednesday) 
9:00am North Sound Chapter
August 31, 2013 (Saturday) 
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp 
Blackberry Festival Fly In www.bremertonpilotsassociation.org 
Vintage Aviation Weekend @ Historic Flight Foundation KPAE 

September 3, 2013 (Tuesday) 
6:00pm Arlington Chapter @ NASA Restaurant
September 4, 2013 (Wednesday) 
9:00am North Sound Chapter 
September 5, 2013 (Thursday) 
Yakima Valley Chapter 
Free Admission www.museumofflight.org 
September 6, 2013 (Friday) 
6:30pm Paine Chapter 
September 7, 2013 (Saturday) 
EAA Breakfast @ 7S3 (Oregon) www.eaa105.org 
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp 
September 11, 2013 (Wednesday) 
9:00am North Sound Chapter
September 14, 2013 (Saturday) 
10:00am Harvey Field Chapter @ Snohomish Flying Service 
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp 
September 18, 2013 (Wednesday) 
9:00am North Sound Chapter 
7:00pm Olympia Chapter Meeting @ Pearson Air 
September 19, 2013 (Thursday) 
7:00pm Clallam County Chapter @ Rite Bros. Aviation 
Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter meets alternating between Omak and Tonasket 
September 21, 2013 (Saturday) 
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp 
September 25, 2013 (Wednesday) 
9:00am North Sound Chapter 
September 26, 2013 (Thursday) 
6:30pm Deer Park Chapter @ Deer Park Airport Administration Building 
September 28, 2013 (Saturday) 
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp 
Arlington Airport Appreciation Day
October 1, 2013 (Tuesday) 
6:00pm Arlington Chapter @ NASA Restaurant 
October 2, 2013 (Wednesday) 
9:00am North Sound Chapter 
October 3, 2013 (Thursday) 
Yakima Valley Chapter 
Free Admission www.museumofflight.org

AOPA has offered guidance 
to GA pilots if they are met 
with an intimidating show of 
force as they're going about 
their business. In the last few 
weeks there have been widely 
circulated reports about law-
abiding pilots being confronted 

by heavily armed local cops and federal Customs and Border 
Protection agents who appear to act as if they have absolute 
authority to search and interrogate pilots and passengers. "At 
least 12 of our members have been stopped and had their plane 
searched by CBP for absolutely no reason at all," said AOPA 
spokesman Steve Hedges. "We've asked CBP for documents 
related to the searches, filing a Freedom of Information Act to 
get it, but so far they have been unresponsive." As always, it's 
best to be polite with folks carrying semi-automatic weapons 
but that doesn't mean anyone has to be a pushover.

In every case, the CPB agents appear intent 
on searching the plane, sometimes with dogs, and 
that understandably causes some concern with 
pilots. The legal authority to search may be 
legally murky and pilots are urged to get on 
the record as opposing it. They're also advised 
that if one of the agents so much as turns a 
screw on the aircraft, he or she might make it 
unairworthy. AOPA also says the agents seem 
to think they have the authority to demand 
logs, written weight and balance calculations 
and even the airworthiness certificate but FAR 
61.51 clearly specifies that only pilot-related 
documents are required. AOPA is trying to get the 
incorrect CPB memo that went out to field staff amended.

CPB Aircraft Searches: 
Your Rights And Responsibilities

A Utah company says it will introduce the "most 
affordable" glass-equipped ready-to-fly LSA at AirVenture 
Oshkosh this year. The SkyCraft SD-1 Minisport is a Czech 
design that zips its single occupant at 118 mph at 1.8 gph 
on a 50-horsepower Hirth engine. SkyCraft says the little 
LSA costs $12 an hour to fly, including the overhaul of the 
Hirth (1,000-hour TBO). The kit has been available for some 

'Most Affordable'  
LSA Headed To Market

They're aware that about 12 of their 400,000 members have 
been stopped and searched by Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) and AOPA Wednesday sent a letter to CBP seeking 
clarification regarding the authority for, and legal limits of, such 
searches. According to AOPA, none of its pilot members who 
have been stopped knew of any reason for the searches. The pilot 
group has filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request 
for documents related to those events, "but so far they have been 
unresponsive," Steve Hodges, AOPA director of media relations, 
told AVweb Thursday. Meanwhile, AOPA has crafted a kneeboard-
sized advisory checklist for pilots, titled "What to do if stopped 
by law enforcement." CBP has already given AOPA a timeframe 
within which it can expect a response to its concerns. And through 
its letter, AOPA has offered a litigious reply.

AOPA's letter challenges CBP to provide a "full explanation" 
of "the legal basis for CBP to stop and detain aircraft and conduct 
searches" within U.S. borders and with no connection to a border 

crossing. AOPA says it has been told on May 16 by CBP that 
it should receive a reply to its concerns within six months. 

AOPA's position is that if CBP does not respond to its 
FOIA request by July 20, it "will pursue such other 
remedies as are available at law" and contact members 
of Congress to seek intervention. The first item on the 

kneeboard advisory list) is a statement printed in bold 
text that begins "ALWAYS: Be courteous and respectful 

..." It continues to includes basic pilot protections and 
questions a pilot should ask. And it concludes with a 
suggestion to step back and take mental inventory: 
"Are you able to continue your flight safely after such 

an ordeal?" Pilot who have been stopped by CBP have 
reported high stress levels as multiple agencies, numerous 

people, and sometimes canines are called to the scene without 
offering the pilot much information about reasons for the action.

The Washington State Department of Transportation came 
to the Town of Darrington’s aid on June 11, when a sinkhole 
was discovered on the airport’s runway. After closing the 
runway, assessing the damage and determining repair costs, 
the town contacted WSDOT for funding assistance. WSDOT 
determined that the repair work met its Airport Aid Grant 
Program requirements for emergency funding. WSDOT 
awarded $38,000 in grant funds for the repair work.

“Fortunately, our grant program has stipulations for 
emergencies such as these,” said Tristan Atkins, WSDOT 
director of aviation. “We’re glad we could help to get this 
important work done.”

Crews working for the Town of Darrington began repair 
work on June 13 and are expected to be done by June 30.

WSDOT’s  
Grant Program  
Assists Darrington 
Airport with Emergency 
Sinkhole Repair

time at around $21,000, including engine. The ready-built 
model will be a hair under $55,000.  That includes a Dynon 
Skyview with GPS, synthetic vision and collision avoidance, 
digital engine and fuel monitoring. Options include Mode 
S and a parachute. It's available in trike or taildragger. The 
company says the aircraft has "perfect flight history" and 
is designed for inexperienced pilots.

AOPA Takes A Stand On 
Customs Searches




