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President’s Message
The officers and Directors of the Washington Pilots 

Association would like to invite all members to attend the 
annual meeting on February 25 at 11:00 AM.  The location 
is the NW Aviation Conference being held at the Puyallup 
fairgrounds.  An agenda will be posted on line at WPAFLYS.
ORG about a week prior to the meeting.

Minutes from last years annual meeting are available for 
review in this publication.

The following positions are up for election and the nominating 
committee has selected these candidates for the positions:

President Mr. Dave Lucke 
VP West Mr. Charles Hower
Director at Large Mr. Les Smith
Membership Director Mr. Jerry Ward 

If anyone would like to volunteer for these positions please submit your name to the 
chairman of the nominating committee, Les Smith at LeSmithJr@gmail.com.

The Washington Pilots Association and the GA community in our state would not 
be what it is today without the dedication and efforts of our volunteer army. Just when 
you think it couldn’t get any better you find individuals to take it to the next level.  The 
Awards Committee is accepting nominations for WPA awards:
1. Bernie Lyman Award  “For the member who has worked beyond the normal call of duty 

to improve his chapter and strengthen its purpose.”
2. Harold Wilson Memorial  “For contributing to public enlightenment about General 

Aviation.”
3. Dick Corey Award  “Shall be regarded as the WPA’s top award . . . for a distinguished 

record of accomplishment in GA and community service.” 
Please submit your nominations to me at DLucke@Comcast.net.
WPA will be furnishing a light lunch.  I promise to get our business done and keep 

the meeting moving along.  I do have some things to discuss:  Land Use, The RUS statute, 
GA excise tax, user fees, etc.    Stop by the booth and find out what else is going on.

AND Thanks for your continued support or WPA and GA.
Dave Lucke, WPA President

MORE ON LIGHTSQUARED 
AND YOUR GPS

In the end, it looks like it will be the military that is going to preserve GPS for 
the rest of us.

The never-ending saga of LightSquared's attempts to set up a 4G broadband 
service in the 35-megahertz band may finally be nearing its endgame.  The band is 
adjacent to the one used by GPS satellites.

A clause buried deep in the 565 pages of the 2012 Defense Authorization act 
passed in December bars the Federal Communications Commission from approving 
systems that interfere in any way with military GPS. The bill also tells the FCC to 
supply Congress with a final copy of the report from its working group.  This is the 
group which late last year issued a preliminary report warning that a system proposed 
by telecoms firm LightSquared of Reston, Virginia would cause serious interference.

Last January, the FCC gave preliminary approval to LightSquared's plan to 
build 40,000 ground transmitters to transmit 4G wireless signals in a band at 1525 
to 1559 MHz, right next to the 1559 to 1610 MHz band where GPS satellites transmit 
navigation signals. GPS users warned that the new 4G network would create GPS 
dead zones across the US.

The concern was that signals near the 4G transmitters would be so strong that 
it will drown out the faint satellite navigation signals reaching the ground. A series 
of subsequent tests backed up those claims. The problems are worst for the most 
sensitive receivers, which pick up a broader range of frequencies to increase their 
accuracy. Those include military and aircraft systems. LightSquared and GPS users 
have been battling over what to do and who should pay for the necessary changes to 
allow existing receivers to overcome the interference.

The new law is bad news for LightSquared, because it bans approval of the system 
unless all GPS interference can be eliminated. With massive budget cuts in the offing, 
the Pentagon is unlikely to foot the bill. And Sprint has suspended a planned deal to 
cooperate with LightSquared on the proposed network until questions about regulatory 
approval can be resolved.

But 4G users shouldn't worry too much if the plan fails. LightSquared's band is 
only one of 25 set aside for 4G service.

In previous articles I have mentioned the guy behind this is Harbinger Capital 
Partners, LLC founder, Philip Falcone.  In a Wall Street Journal article in December 
it was mentioned that Harbinger Capital and Philip Falcone have received so called 
“Wells Notices” from the Securities and Exchange Commission, indicating that 
charges are likely.

The article goes into substantial detail about the alleged illegal activities at 
Harbinger. I found it interesting that the author made the comment that the public 
perceives the SEC as being asleep with all of this Bernie Madoff and other corruption 
that went on under their nose.  So the SEC may want to show their strength and 
demonstrate that they are not sleeping dogs.  Too bad for Phil as he may have awakened 
the pit bull.

By Blake McKinley,
WPA Legislative Director

So what is a Recreational Use Statute 
(RUS)?  This is a statute found in every 
state of the union to encourage landowners 
to make their properties available either 
for free or a nominal charge to the general 
public for recreational uses, which confer 
some degree of liability protection to the 
landowners.  The purpose is to encourage 
landowners to open their lands so the public 
may access a wider range of recreational 
activities, especially for agricultural and 
rural landowners.  Certainly the landowner 
retains the right to deny access to the public 
as well as the right to eject anyone who 
violates the owner’s rules.

Recreational Use Statute is a term 
given to legislation generally intended to 
promote public recreational use of privately 
owned land.  The statute does this by 
granting landowners some protection from 
liability for personal injuries or property 
damage suffered by land users pursuing 
recreational activities on the owner’s land.  
The underlying policy of a Recreational 
Use Statute is that the public’s need for 
recreational land has outpaced the ability 
of local, state, and federal governments to 
provide such areas.  The RUS encourages 
owners of large acreages of land to help 
meet this need.  Additionally, the response 
to increased private tort litigation of 
recreational accidents, further support the 
rationale for making these changes.  

The intent is to protect the landowner 
from legal liability for any accidents 
occurring when the user is on the property 

for recreational purposes.  Recreational 
uses include a wide variety of activities 
such as hiking, swimming, fishing, pleasure 
driving, nature study, etc.  The phrase 
“includes, but is not limited to” also appears 
in order to prevent a narrow interpretation 
of what constitutes a “recreational use.”  
Some courts, however, limit the definition 
to only those activities that can be pursued 
outdoors (e.g. Louisiana, Washington).  
Presumably, mountain bicycling would be 
considered a “recreational use” of land by 
most courts even if it is not specifically 
listed in the definition of “recreational 
use” or “recreational activity.”  However, 
it would be advisable to not rely on 
the courts to determine if a particular 
recreational activity is covered under 
the RUS.  Therefore, airstrips and their 
associated aviation activities should be 
enumerated in the statute.  Some states 
interpret their recreational use statue to 
apply only to landowners who make their 
land open to all members of the public 
versus selectively allowing access.

In order to be protected under a 
Recreational Use Statute, a person must 
qualify as an “owner” under the statute.  
Most Recreational Use Statutes broadly 
define “owner” to include the legal owner 
of the land, a tenant, lessee, occupant or 
person in control of the premises.  Some 
statutes also consider the holder of an 
easement an “owner.”  A very important 
issue is whether or not a public entity 
or municipality qualifies as an “owner” 
under the state’s Recreational Use Statute. 

RUS – Recreational
Use Statute Update

(Continued on page 2)
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Some statutes specifically include public 
entities in the definition of “owner” (e.g.  
Alabama, Illinois, Ohio) while others 
specifically exclude them (e.g. Florida, Iowa, 
Minnesota).  Still others are silent on the 
issue and have left it to the courts to decide.  
Thus, in the states that include public entities 
as “owners” under their R.U.S., public land 
falls within the protection of the statute.

All fifty states have recreational use 
statutes that immunize landowners from 
liability when they allow the public to 
enter their land for recreational activities.  
Few states, however, expressly set forth 
airstrips and associated aircraft operations 
as a form of recreational activity.  While 
the laws are similar in many respects, 
states differ in terms of the type of land 
protected, whether the land needs to be 
suitable for recreation, and the types of 
individuals and organizations that may 
qualify as landowners.  States also vary 
with regard to the recreational activities 
covered and whether landowners need to 
give permission for the public to engage 
in those activities in order to receive 
protection.  If landowners impose charges 
on the users, the laws may no longer protect 
the owners.  Questions arise over the duty of 
care and whether the owner acted willfully 
or maliciously in endangering users.  The 
variety of questions raised indicates that 
pilots and airstrip owners in the various 
states would benefit from a thorough review 
and possible revision of their recreational use 
statutes to ascertain if aviation activities are 
specifically included within the provisions 
of their states’ recreational use statute.

Generally speaking, a Recreational 
Use Statute provides that a landowner 
owes, to one using his of her property for 
recreational purposes and without charge, 
neither a duty of care to keep the property 
safe for entry or use, nor a duty to give any 
warning of a dangerous condition, use, 
structure, or activity on the property.  Under 
prior common law (law made by court 
rulings), the landowner had different duties 
of care depending on whether a person was 
on the land as an invitee, licensee, or a 
trespasser.  The greatest duty of care was 
owed to an invitee and no duty was owed 
to an unknown, adult trespasser.  Under an 
R.U.S., recreational users are treated in the 
same manner as trespassers and thus the 
landowner owes them no duty of care.  The 
protection of the statute is lost, however, if 
the landowner charges for the use of the land 
or if the landowner is guilty of malicious 
conduct.

If you have neighboring land on which 
you would like permission to ride, tell the 
owner about your state’s recreational use 
statute.  Or, better yet, print it out and give 
it to him.  Relieving his fear of legal liability 
may tip the scales in favor of his giving you 
permission to ride.  Conversely, if someone 
asks permission to ride on your property, 
check you recreational use statute and take 
that into account in making your decision 
whether to grant permission. 

Most Recreational Use Statutes apply 
broadly to land and water areas as well as 
to buildings, structures, and machinery or 
equipment on the land.  Again, each state 
will vary in how broad the statute and its 
interpretation will go with respect to what 
constitutes “premises” covered by the 
statute.  Some states will follow closely the 
intent of the statute and include only those 
lands amenable to recreational use (for 
example, under Louisiana’s RUS, the land 
must be an undeveloped, nonresidential 
rural or semi-rural land area in order to 
fall within the protection of the statute), 
while others will make a much broader 
interpretation and only consider whether a 
recreational activity had taken place on the 
land, regardless of how suitable that land 
was for recreational use (e.g. California, 
Connecticut).

The Recreational Aviation Foundation 
has been instrumental in changing the 
Recreational Use Statutes (RUS) in eight 
or nine states to specif ically include 
aviation activities.  Currently, ten states 
include aviation language in their RUS: 
Massachusetts (1979), New Hampshire 
(2002), Montana (2007), Idaho (2007), 
Maine (2009), Tennessee (2010), New 
Mexico (2011), Arizona (2011), Pennsylvania 
(2011) and Kansas (2011).  New York State 
has Senate Bill S4513 pending.  States with 
RAF efforts underway include Colorado, 
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Michigan, 
Minnesota , Nevada, Nor th Dakota , 
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, 

Virginia, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin 
and Wyoming.  

Changes to the existing State of 
Washington RUS have been proposed for 
the current legislative session.  The existing 
Washington RUS includes hang gliding and 
parasailing, but not other forms of aviation.  
The proposed change would include all 
recreational or non-commercial aviation 
activities.  This is a significant change and 
especially benefits private airport owners 
and operators.  It allows them to welcome 
more visits from more airplanes and 
flyers while reducing their liability.  This is 
good for all GA in Washington.  The RUS 
in Washington applies to “private and public 
lands”, a marked deviation from most states 
RUS’s which generally apply to “private 
lands” only.  

More information can be obtained 
at www.theraf.org and typing RUS in the 
search engine.  On that page you can read 
all about them and also cross-reference 
existing RUS’s for various states.  Recently, 
due to the efforts of the RAF and Kansas 
state Representative and pilot Holmes, 
noncommercial aviation activities were 
added to the Kansas Recreational Use 
Statute.  The bill passed the House 118 - 3 
and passed the Senate 39 -0 and was signed 
by the governor on April 8th and becoming 
effective July 1, 2011.  This addition benefits 
private airstrip owners and the entire 
aviation community!  

The Recreational Aviation Foundation 
is actively pursuing such amendments 
with a goal of enacting such in all fifty 
states.  This legislation provides a degree of 
liability protection to private airstrip owners 
who may now be more willing to provide 
access to their airstrips.  It is important to 
remember that permission to land on any 
private airstrip is still required.  Kansas 
becomes the tenth state to enact such 
legislation.   

In Washington, the RUS is found in 
RCW 3.24.210.  Basically it allows any 
public or private landowners, hydroelectric 
project owners, or others in lawful 
possession and control of any lands whether 
designated resource, rural, or urban, or 
water areas or channels and lands adjacent 
to such areas or channels, who allow 
members of the public to use them for the 
purposes of outdoor recreation, which term 
includes, but is not limited to, the cutting, 
gathering, and removing of firewood by 
private persons for their personal use 
without purchasing the firewood from the 
landowner, hunting, fishing, camping, 
picnicking, swimming, hiking, bicycling, 
skateboarding or other nonmotorized 
wheel-based activities, aviation activities 
including, but not limited to, the operation 
of airplanes, ultralight airplanes, hangliders, 
parachutes, and paragliders, rock climbing, 
the riding of horses or other animals, 
clam digging, pleasure driving of off-road 
vehicles, snowmobiles, and other vehicles, 
boating, kayaking, canoeing, rafting, nature 
study, winter or water sports, viewing or 
enjoying historical, archaeological, scenic, 
or scientific sites, without charging a fee of 
any kind therefore, shall not be liable for 
unintentional injuries to such users.

Currently, HB 2244 has been introduced 
in to the Washington State Legislature by 
State Representative Mark Hargrove through 
the efforts of Robert Kay, Washington State 
RAF Liaison.   The suggested amendment 
would leave the existing RCW intact, with 
the exception of redefining the aviation 
activities currently included as recreational 
aviation activities, non-commercial aviation 
activities, hang-gliding, paragliding, and 
the flying or operation of aircraft.  This 
bill (and it companion bill in the Senate, 
SB 6090) is supported by the Recreational 
Av ia t ion  Fou nd at ion ,  Wash i ng ton  
Pilot’s Association, Aircraft Owners 
and Pilots Association, Experimental 
Aircraft Association, Washington Seaplane 
Pilot’s Association, Washington Airport 
Management Association, Washington 
State Community Airport Association, 
and WSDOT-Aviation Division Director 
Tristan Atkins and his staff, with Director 
Atkins (and others from various aviation 
organizations) testifying in favor of the 
Bill.  The hearing for HB 2244 was held 
on January 23rd and all who testified felt 
it went well.

Interestingly, even though the trial 
lawyers do not like the existing statute, 
since the proposed change is primarily a 
clarification to the existing statute, they 
will not oppose the change that HB 2244 or 
SB 6090 would bring.  This was a critical 

hurdle to leap since if they were to take a 
stand against, the bills would die quickly.  
At this point, the Bills are in committee 
with HB 2244 in the Judiciary committee 
and SB6090 in Energy/Natural Resources.  
However, the committees have until 5:00 
Tuesday January 31st to move their bills out 
of committee so they can get to the floor for 

Recreational Use Statute Update
(Continued from page 1)

a vote.  Consequently, it is important that all 
individuals who receive this Newsletter to 
email, write, and telephone each of our State 
Senators and Representatives to ask for their 
support and affirmative vote for the bills. 

Editor’s Note: As of 1/30/12 HB 2244 
has passed out of the House Judiciary 
Committee.

  

Legislation has been 
introduced in Olympia 
that is of great importance 
to private use airfield 
owners, aviators, and all 
general aviation in the 
State of Washington.  Two 
companion bills, House Bill 
2244 and Senate Bill 6090, 
seek to amend the existing 
Recreational Use Statute, 
or RUS (RCW4.24.210), a 
law that provides liability 
protection for landowners 
who allow the public to use 
their land for recreation 
such as hunting, hiking 
and snowmobiling.  These 
bills clearly add all aviation 
activities to the list of other 
recreational activities 
presently in the statute.

Under the revised 
statute, pilots would still 
need permission from the 
owner/operator of private 
restricted (R) airports 
in order to use them.  
However, the revised 
statute would more clearly 
protect the airport owner 
from liability as long as 
no fees are charged, and 
if permission for use has 
been granted.

As of Jan 25, 2012, 
HB 2244 is in the Judiciary 
Committee and has had 
a hearing.  It is scheduled 
for executive session on 
January 30th.  SB 6090 
has been referred to the 
Committee on Energy, 
Natural Resources & 
Marine Waters.

Please call, email, and 
write letters to your senator 
and representative(s) 
in Olympia, requesting 
them to support HB 2244 
and SB 6090.  This is 
particularly important if you 
own, operate, or live on a 
private airport in the state of 
Washington.

For more information, 
please contact Bob Kay 
at rkay@theraf.org or 
rkay9086@msn.com.

 

Washington 
Recreational 
Use Statute:
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By Sarah Brown,  AOPA
After almost 9,000 people urged the 

president to take damaging aviation user 
fees off the table, the administration on Jan. 
13 offered its response: No way.

In a response to a petition on the White 
House’s “We the People” website, Office of 
Management and Budget Associate Director 
for General Government Programs Dana 
Hyde reaffirmed the Obama administration’s 
commitment to a proposed $100-per-flight 
fee for use of air traffic services, claiming 
that the fee would both “ensure that everyone 
is paying their fair share” and help reduce 
the deficit.

“We are disappointed but not surprised 
that the administration continues to seek a 
$100 user fee on general aviation flights,” 
said AOPA President Craig Fuller. “Congress 
has repeatedly said that a GA user fee is an 
unacceptable method of funding the air 
traffic system. Pay at the pump has worked 
since the dawn of powered flight and it still 
works. The last thing we need right now is 
to create an expensive new bureaucracy to 
fix what isn't broken.”

AOPA member Kevin Mossey of 
Marion, Iowa, started the petition Sept. 
23 in response to a White House deficit-
reduction proposal that would impose a 
$100-per-flight fee for flights in controlled 
airspace. The petition pointed out that the 
existing system of revenue generation, 
collected through excise taxes, allows 
more of the revenue collected to go toward 

White House: “Why we
need aviation user fees”

the operation of the air traffic control 
system. It also explained that fuel taxes 
more accurately reflect the amount of ATC 
services, “as a flight from NYC to LA will 
require more controller time than a flight 
from NYC to Boston.” The petition gained 
8,904 signatures—well more than the 
threshold at the time for earning a response 
from the White House.

In the response, Hyde said the 
administration wanted to make sure that 
those who benefit from the airspace system 
share the costs equitably.

“For example, under current law, a 
large commercial aircraft flying from Los 
Angeles to San Francisco pays between 
twenty-one and thirty-three times the fuel 
taxes paid by a corporate jet flying the same 
route and using the same FAA air traffic 
services,” according to the response.

Really? Paying the 21.9-cents-per-
gallon tax on noncommercial jet fuel, 
operators of a Gulfstream IV business jet 
would pay about $87 in fuel taxes. The 
commercial jet fuel tax is 4.4 cents per 
gallon; even with a much higher fuel burn, 
operators of an Airbus A320 would pay 
about $68 in fuel taxes. AOPA maintains 
that GA is willing to pay its fair share into 
the system—but payment shouldn’t be based 
on faulty calculations.

AOPA holds that GA should pay its 
share using the time-tested funding system 
that has supported the National Airspace 
System for years.

For many years the Bremerton Pilots Association, a chapter of the Washington Pilots 
Association, has awarded aviation scholarships to our local area youth.

Last week the Scholarship Committee awarded two more scholarships, each in the 
amount of $3500, to Nicholas Woods of Bremerton, and Dakota Lanning of Shelton.

The Youth Aviation Scholarship is possible because of the dedicated efforts of the 
Bremerton Pilots Association and our friends in the aviation community. With the help 
of local fundraisers, annual donations from the Port of Bremerton and EAA Chapter 
406 Rainbirds, we have been able to sustain this great program.

Simplicity is the key ingredient. From the qualifying criteria, application, and 
interview process, we have relied on a very simple structure to ensure sustainability.

The Scholarship Committee is comprised of current chapter officers plus a Scholarship 
Chairperson. Applications are available online at www.bremertonpilotsassociation.org 

To qualify, an applicant must meet a few basics. For example, they must be 16 years 
of age and not over 20, have a 3.0 GPA or higher, and be enrolled, or plan to enroll in 
flight training at Avian Flight Center located at Bremerton National Airport (KPWT) 
www.avianflight.com .

Since a $3500 scholarship does not pay for the Private Pilots License in its entirety, 
parents or guardians (if applicable) are encouraged to attend the interview so that we 
may jointly explore payment options for the balance. This has proven to be an important 
part of the overall scholarship partnering process.

Scholarship recipients receive free membership in both the Bremerton Pilots 
Association and Washington Pilots Association, and then are encouraged to actively 
participate in the associations, including social and fund raising activities. 

Our previous scholarship recipients have gone into flight instruction, air traffic 
control, the Naval Academy, Internet Technology, and other advanced endeavors. 

With the continued help from our members, support from the Port of Bremerton, 
EAA Chapter 406, and our great community, we hope to continue the scholarship for 
many years to come. We call it “planting seeds in aviation”.

Questions concerning the administration of the Youth Aviation Scholarship may be 
directed to Doug Haughton at doug@haughtonfamily.net 

Bremerton Pilots Association 
Awards Aviation Scholarships

WPA GENERAL MEETING
February 19, 2011

Northwest Aviation and Trade Conference
Puyallup, WA

The Washington Pilots Association general meeting began at 12:10 pm with President 
John Dobson.  

Reported by President John Dobson:
President Dobson began with an overview of some of the accomplishments the WPA has 
been involved with regarding cities and land use protection and the economic value that 
aircraft and airports produce for those cities.

A special thanks was extended to all of those who participated in the letter writing campaign 
last year to discourage the proposed excise tax on aircraft (HB 3176).  Because of the 
outpouring of the pilot community, every senator and representative now knows about the 
letter writing campaign and understands the value of aviation.   The situation put the WPA 
in ties with other aviation-related groups, forming a unified coalition of large, as well as 
small aircraft organizations.  
Mr. Dobson advised those in attendance that the IRS is taking a strong look for tax purposes 
at aircraft owners who live in one state and keep their planes in another.  The Department of 
Revenue is diligently seeking use tax fees from those who may be trying to dodge payment.
HB 1847 is the House Bill that seems to be coming back to life addressing a 0.5% excise 
tax on aircraft.  The issue seems to be looming in the background and is not in the forefront 
as it was last year.  Issues that concern WPA are slogans that ask, “Close the loophole for 
purchasing private airplanes-- or Basic Health Care?”  Although there is a watchful eye 
on HB 1847, it seems doubtful that it will make it to the Floor.

What especially concerns WPA is that all of the funds raised through the legislative 
proposals would go into the General Fund.  If an increased tax were levied on aircraft 
owners, it could only be supported by WPA if the funds went to support aviation. 
Leaders of the Washington Aviation Coalition and supporters PNBAA Chuck Kegley, 
WAMA Ryan Zulauf, WAA Jamelle Garcia, Steven of the Washington Seaplane 
Association, AOPA Greg Pecoraro, Grant of the Association of Washington Businesses, 
were recognized.

Awards: 
Bernie Lyman Award - Tom McMahon and Ola Vestad from Yakima
Dick Corey Award  -   Tom Fox
Harold Wilson Memorial - Arnold Ebneter from Harvey Field

Elections:
John Dobson entertained a motion to accept the slate of candidates by acclimation.  It was 
moved, seconded, and passed.
President - Dave Lucke
VP West - Charles Hower
Legislative Director - Blake McKinley
Membership Director - Jerry Ward
Director at Large - Les Smith

Other officers were introduced:
Safety & Education - Jim Faustina
Airports Director - Tom Jensen
VP East - 
Communications Director - 
State Treasurer - Don Nilson
Secretary - Marjy Leggett

Bylaws:
Mike Muma addressed a change in the bylaws as proposed by the Bylaws Committee.  The 
change would affect family membership.  

Questions brought up by audience members regarding whether one vote or two votes would 
be given to family members and regarding a conflict in the language addressing spouse 
members resulted in a suggestion that it be sent back to the committee for clarification.  
Conclusion:
Ed Smith, immediate past president of the Oregon Pilots Association invited everyone to 
the 10th anniversary on September 10, 2011 in Sunriver, Oregon.  More information can 
be found on www.Oregonpilot.org .

Mr. Dobson concluded by thanking the membership for the opportunity to serve as president.
The meeting ended at 12:42.

Respectfully submitted,
Marjy Leggett
Secretary
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WPA Chapters Around the State
ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday 
of every third month (February, May, 
August and November) at 6:30 pm. Meet-
ings are held in the Micro Aerodynamics 
hangar on the airport. Contact Ken Davies,
ifl y4real@comcast.net, 360-675-7526.
BREMERTON - Contact Don Dicksion 
at 360-620-5546 or donanjudy@tscnet.
com for further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam 
County chapter meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month at Rite Bros (FBO) at Port 
Angeles Fairchild International Airport 
(CLM). Meetings begin at 7:00 pm, and all 
are welcome. For more info on the Clal-
lam County chapter, contact Jerry Nich-
ols, oldnick@olypen.com, 800-292-2978.
COLVILLE VALLEY - For current 
meeting schedules, please contact Dave 
Garringer, colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 
509-684-1566.
DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meets at 
the Deer Park Airport (KDEW) Adminis-
tration Building on the last Thusday of the 
month, except in February, November and 
December. The Administration building is 
located near the south end of the airport. 
A potluck dinner begins at 6:30 pm, with 
an aviation-related program beginning at 
7:15, followed by a short business meeting. 
Guests are always welcome. For more in-
formation about Deer Park chapter and its 
activities, please contact Darold Schultz at 
509-999-5835.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River chapter 
meets for dinner and a program at 6:30 on the 
third Friday of every other month (February, 
April, June, August, October and a special 
Christmas Dinner in December) at Trotter’s 
Restaurant, 825 Harvey Road, Auburn, 
WA 98002. Meeting program information 
and upcoming special events can always 
be found at wpafl ys.org under the Green 
River Chapter tab. For more information 
contact Chapter President Leo Dondlinger, 
Leodon1@skynetbb.com or call him at 
360-825-3278
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of each month, year round, at 
10:00 am in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. 
For more information on activities, please 
visit the WPA web site, click on the Har-
vey Field Chapter, and visit the Activities 
Calendar. For more information contact 
Charles Hower at 425-418-7655.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound chapter meets every second 
Thursday of the month (except during 
June, July and August), at 7:00 pm on the 
second fl oor of the old Port of Bellingham 
administration building, at Bellingham 
International Airport (BLI). For more 
info on the North Sound chapter, contact 
Chip Laplante, kidcomet@comcast.net, 
360-920-4181.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- 
The Okanagan & Ferry County chapter 
meets on the third Thursday of the month 

alternating between Omak and Tonasket.  
We go dark for the summer after a fl y-in 
at the Twisp Airport on May 22.  We 
start up again in September.  To confi rm 
meeting details, contact Lee Orr at 509-
486-4502.  Anyone in the Twisp area on 
Friday night is encouraged to come by 
the airport.  Pilots gather every Friday 
night.  Contact Bob Hoffman for more 
information – 509-997-8141.
OLYMPIA SOUTH SOUND - The 
Olympia Chapter meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at Pearson 
Air on the Olympia Airport at 7:00 pm. 
In addition, Pearson Air offers FREE 
ground school instruction for both new 
and licensed pilots every Tuesday evening 
at 6:00 pm. Contact Reyna Meenk, 
President, meenk@hotmail.com or call 
360-539-2005.
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the fi rst Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit 
www.wpafl ys.org/chapters/paine or send 
email to paine-president@wpafl ys.org
SHELTON-SANDERSON - Brandon 
Harnish, President, 360-432-2065
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter has the 
following meetings scheduled for 2010:  

4th Thursday in May and September at 
7:00pm  and Sunday Brunch on December 
4.  Meetings are held at the Dollars Corner 
Fire Station.  For more information, con-
tact Bob Brown at 360-607-5060.

SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
Chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner at 
Longhorn Barbecue on Argonne, beginning 
at 6:00 pm. Meeting program information 
and upcoming special events can always 
be found on the WPA webpage under 
the Spokane Chapter tab.  For more 
information, contact Chapter President 
Terry Newcomb, tnewcomb@idahoveneer.
com or call 208-699-3716.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter 
meets at 6:30 pm at Bergstrom Air-
craft FBO, Tri-Cities Airport (KPSC), 
Pasco on the fourth Thursday of each 
month. For information, contact Marjy
Legge t t  509-547-5457  or  emai l
MarjyL@charter.net
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at 6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location 
TBD. For meeting details and more info, 
contact Fred Winge at (360) 289-4189, 
email fwinge@techline.com.
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the fi rst 
Thursday of the month. For meeting
location and other details, contact Cindy 
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Spokane Chapter, WPA
invests in the futureMEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

Membership renewal is going well.  We would like to encourage everyone to renew 
on-line and make sure the contact information is accurate.  We will be using email 
frequently for legislative alerts and other information.  Also, several WPA chapters 
have gone exclusively to an email newsletter.  If the information in the database is not 
accurate we are limited in how to contact you.

Washington state changes 
seasonal policy on 3 airports

Three airports in Washington state along the Snake River will remain open all year. 
Lower Monumental State, Lower Granite State and Little Goose Lock & Dam State airports 
previously closed from October to June, but the state’s Department of Transportation 
decided to keep the airports open year-round. “Keeping these state-operated airports 
open all year will help support the local economies and allow pilots much greater access 
to popular winter fi shing and hunting activities along the Snake River corridor,” said Paul 
Wolf, state airport manager. 

Aircraft Registration Deadline
In July 2010, the FAA published a fi nal rule that establishes specifi c registration  

expiration dates over a three-year period for all U.S. civil aircraft registered 
before October 1, 2010, and requires re-registration of those aircraft according 
to a specific schedule. Currently, aircraft registered in July of any year will have 
their registration expire on March 31, 2012 and must apply for re-registration no 
later than January 31, 2012. Owners of aircraft with a July registration should have 
already received an expiration notice that contains an online re-registration code. 
   To ensure the FAA has the correct address information for your aircraft, you can 
check your N-number here: http://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/nnum_inquiry.aspx. 
An FAQ and complete schedule of expiration dates can be found here: www.faa.
gov/licenses_certificates/aircraft_certification/aircraft_registry/reregistration_faq/
  

 
Where do new mechanics, pilots, and 

aerospace engineers come from?  First 
there’s the dream.  Then there’s a measure 
of talent, a whole lot of hard work, and a 
pile of money.

Often the biggest obstacle to achieving 
the dream is fi nancial.  Where do young 
people come up with the thousands of dollars 
required to gain the knowledge, experience, 
and skills needed to grant substance to the 
dream?  One place is the Spokane Chapter 
scholarship program.  Since 2004 when 
the Chapter first offered scholarships to 
young fl ight students, eighteen students in 
flight training, aviation maintenance, or 
aviation technology programs have been 
given a fi nancial boost.  On February 11th 

at the Spokane Chapter Banquet and Benefi t 
Auction that number will increase by three to 
a total of twenty-one students.  After the three 
winners of the 2012 scholarships receive 
their checks for $1,000 each, the Chapter 
will have dispersed nearly $17,000.  As with 
past scholarships, funding is generated from 
items donated to the Chapter Benefi t Auction 
by businesses and individuals who want to 
invest in the future of aviation.  

 The success of the 2012 Spokane 
Chapter Benefi t Auction will decide how 
many scholarships the Chapter can offer in 
2013.  The Chapter is also actively seeking 
sponsors who will individually, or in 
partnership with others, underwrite a 2013 
scholarship with a cash donation.  
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Extensive rehabilitation of KBFI’s  
Taxiway Alpha will be underway in April,  
to be completed in phased stages this year.

When flying to or from KBFI,  
check for updated NOTAMs,  

as this project will require ILS critical work, 
periodic runway closures, multiple closures 

of several taxiway connectors, and  
nightime construction work.

Serving the Aviation Community Since 1928 

24- hour Operations Line: 206- 296-7334

www.kingcounty.gov/airport

KBFI’s 
Taxiway Alpha 
Rehabilitation  
Project 2012
Begins Soon!

Sign up to recieve email or text  

alerts of the construction project. 
 

Click on the Taxway Alpha page and click 
the button next to “Get Project Updates”  

to sign up.

Taxiway Alpha — 
Constructing the Future

Click on the Taxway Alpha page and click 

 
www.kingcounty.gov/airport Go to

by Kirk Kleinholz, CFII
We humans – especially, it seems to me, 

the males of the breed – prefer things to be 
clear cut and unambiguous.  We tend to view 
the world through a sort of spotlight with 
a bifocal lens which illuminates objects, 
events, experiences, and yes even people, as 
simply one way or another.  We pigeon-hole 
them as either good or bad, black or white, 
right or wrong, fair or unfair.  For too many 
pilots it’s only natural to view safety through 
that same lens.

It’s tempting to think of our efforts at 
achieving safety like a light switch that’s 
on or off.  Either we’re safe or we’re not.  
We look at someone’s workmanship on an 
airplane they’re building or repairing and 
pass a ready judgment:  that’s safe, or it isn’t.  
Or we watch a pilot make a “non-standard” 
pattern entry and we say that guy’s not safe, 
while the guy on the extended 45 entry is a 
poster boy for safe fl ying.

The truth is that many things in our 
world are simply not binary.  There’s no 
either/or, but rather a continuum.  And that’s 
particularly true about safety in fl ying.

I think of safety as a balance scale.  If 
that scale tips dramatically one way or the 
other, it can indicate something is indeed 
very safe or very unsafe.  Unfortunately 
every now and then the scale slams down 
on the side of unsafe.  That’s when sudden 
accidents occur.

More typically, however, the safety scale 
nudges gently one way or the other, with the 
direction and magnitude of the tilt changing 
slowly and sometimes imperceptibly.  What 
is absolutely critical is that pilots learn they 
control the fulcrum on which the safety 
scale tilts.

Every action we take as pilots, every 
decision we make, affects the fulcrum 
point of our safety scale.  And the balance 
of safety shifts as a result.  Sometimes 
overlooked is that our inactions and failures 
to make decisions, or to reconsider decisions 
previously made, can also shift the balance.  

by Kirk Kleinholz, CFII
…near the local airport and says to the bartender...  OK, it wasn’t really a bar, it was 

the little airport café.  And it wasn’t really a horse that walked in, but a local kid interested 
in learning to fl y.  And of course instead of a bartender, he talked to the weary but friendly 
quintessential waitress…let’s call her Flo.  Anyhow, the kid looks around at all the people 
in the café and asks Flo, “How can I tell which ones are pilots?”  Flo puts one hand on a 
jutting hip, snaps a dish towel with the other, tilts her head, smacks her gum, and with a 
wink and a chuckle says, “Kid, you don’t have to tell.  They’ll tell you!”

As with most punch lines, at its heart there’s a kernel of truth.  In a casual conversation 
with a stranger, pilots seem more likely than not to let you know they’re pilots.  I may have 
even let that info slip myself here and there, you know, at Starbucks, grocery store, gas 
station, little league game, gym…all the obvious places.  Pilots are justifi ably proud of their 
accomplishment.  And while some pilots are just plain braggarts, the same as you’ll fi nd in 
most any walk of life, many more of us are simply enthusiastic ambassadors for aviation.

So what’s the point of this little story?  I’m challenging every pilot to turn this punch 
line into a tool for cultivating the next generation pilots.  In fact, every pilot should be an 
enthusiastic ambassador for aviation.  

We all generally know the facts:  the number of active pilots – at least recreational 
GA pilots – has been steadily declining for years, while the average age of GA pilots is 
creeping upward.  At the same time, nearly every aviation forecast says the coming decade 
will see a huge shortfall between demand for commercial pilots and the capacity of the 
fl ight training pipeline to meet that demand.  That gap is in the tens of thousands according 

to most sources.  So to keep the worldwide 
economy humming, or rather, to help get 
it humming again, we’re going to need a 
bunch of new pilots.  But even more relevant 
to most of us, we need new young pilots to 
keep general aviation vibrant, affordable 
(or at least fi nancially accessible), and to 
keep the powers-that-be from continuing 
to erode our freedom to fl y small airplanes 
in this country.  

In short, we pilots need to consider every 
new person we meet as a potential pledge 
to the fl ying fraternity.  So try turning that 
punch line into an invitation.  After saying, 
“Hi, I’m [your name here] and I’m a pilot”, 

try appending the phrase, “…and you could be too!”  Of course you need to put your own 
spin on this technique, to make it appropriate and relevant to the person you’re meeting.  Ask 
if they’ve ever seen Puget Sound from the air, or the Cascade Mountains, or their childhood 
home, or two sunsets in one evening.  Maybe you tell the person that learning to fl y could be 
more affordable than they might suppose or easier than they suspect.  You could invite them 
to join one of the casual weekend fl y-outs that seem to take place at many small airports.  
I know the pilots who meet on Saturday mornings at Paine Field almost always have seats 
available, and they happily welcome all who show up, especially new faces.  If you’re speaking 
to an adult, encourage them to take a fl oatplane fl ight from Seattle to the San Juan Islands, 
or maybe even invite them to try the proverbial hundred-dollar-hamburger on a fl ight in your 
own plane.  If a young person, tell them about Young Eagles fl ights and mention one of the 
upcoming events in your area.  If they happen to be a teacher, try to get them excited about the 
way aviation topics can add interest and variety to teaching their core subjects.  Gary Evans 
of Snohomish has created a continuing education course for teachers which does just that.

So next time you blurt out, “I’m a pilot!”, don’t just leave it at that.  Keep yacking until 
you interest someone else in becoming a pilot too.  In fact, keep talking until…well…until 
you’re a bit hoarse. 

Then walk into your airport café for a cup of coffee and leave Flo a huge tip.

Safety Isn’t Binary
One of the greatest temptations and risks we 
face is to act as if the safety balance scale has 
become static and locked in place.

We might plan a long cross country 
fl ight for tomorrow morning, diligently 
checking weather, the AFD, NOTAMs 
and all the other resources at our disposal.  
After our careful research we render a 
judgment that the fl ight will be conducted 
safely.  In effect, we place the fulcrum of 
our safety scale so that it is clearly tilted 
in our favor.  

But how many of us have gotten up 
the next morning, made a quick check of 
weather to confi rm things are looking as 
they were predicted yesterday, and launched 
with hardly another thought about the 
plan.  What if the weather has changed, 
not dramatically but just enough so that the 
front that was to arrive 6 hours after us is 
now 5 hours ahead of predictions?  If we 
recognized that we might shift that fulcrum 
a tad, causing the scale to tilt not so heavily 
on the safe side.  What if a NOTAM has 
unexpectedly closed the unattended fuel 
pumps at our provisionary fuel stop?  Or 
maybe headwinds are just 10% higher than 
predicted yesterday?  If we discovered 
those conditions, perhaps we would shift 
that fulcrum a bit more toward neutral.  
Better yet, maybe we’d plan two fuel stops, 
swinging the safety scale well back into 
our favor.

As a pilot, don’t fall into the trap of 
thinking you have turned safety on and that 
your safety balance scale is permanently 
tilted in your favor.  It is well and good 
to have a constant attitude of safety, to 
know with confidence that every time 
you take action you are considering safety 
and making good judgments.  Just don’t 
forget that the fulcrum point is continually 
shifting, even when you don’t take any 
action.  Your safety scale should become a 
permanent part of your scan, even when the 
fl ight is smooth and the engine seems to be 
purring contentedly.

A Horse Walks into a Bar…
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From AOPA Smartbrief.com
House and Senate leaders remain at 

odds over labor provisions in a long-stalled 
FAA reauthorization bill, increasing the 
likelihood of another short-term legislative 
extension early this year to keep the agency 
functioning, according to government and 
industry officials.

Partisan disputes over changes in 
union-organizing rules affecting airlines—
combined with a holiday-shor tened 
congressional calendar and distractions 
over the high-profile bill to extend the 
payroll-tax break—have dimmed prospects 
for passage of a multiyear Federal Aviation 
Administration measure next month, these 
officials said.

At the same time, there are early signs 
of a possible breakthrough that could clear 
the way for passage of a full-fledged FAA 
bill, perhaps as quickly as the spring, 
according to one person familiar with the 
details.

Without such action, many FAA 
funding and policy decisions would remain 
in limbo, hampering work on new pilot-
training rules, next-generation air-traffic-
control systems and proposals for stricter 
controls on cargo shipments of lithium 
batteries. Sen. Jay Rockefeller, the West 

Long Term FAA Funding in Jeopardy
Virginia Democrat who chairs the Senate 
Commerce Committee, recently said the 
uncertain legislative outlook has "drastically 
impacted the mission of the agency."

Various congressional disputes have 
kept the FAA operating under a series of 
short-term measures since 2007. A stalemate 
over funding lead to a brief shutdown of 
some agency functions over the summer. 
The 22nd interim extension is set to expire 
Jan. 31, only a few days after lawmakers 
return from the holiday break.

The biggest remaining obstacle stems 
from a 2010 rule change by the National 
Mediation Board, which potentially makes 
it easier for airline workers to unionize.

The House version of the FAA 
reauthorization bill seeks to reverse the 
board's new rule, while the Senate backs 
the Obama administration and supports 
the change. The months-long impasse has 
been so polarizing that it has essentially 
been kicked upstairs for direct negotiations 
between House Speaker John Boehner (R., 
Ohio) and Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid, according to people familiar with the 
details.

Under the potential compromise, 
elements of which have been circulating on 
Capitol Hill for months, the House would 

agree to strip out language related to union 
organizing and deal with the contentious 
issue in separate legislation.

On Friday, Mr. Reid suggested there 
was movement in that direction. In a news 
conference, the Nevada Democrat said "we 
have made many offers to the House" to 
break the logjam over FAA legislation. "We 
have to get this done and forget about all the 
extraneous stuff and deal with the FAA."

Recently, some congressional staffers 
and industry officials have expressed 
optimism about momentum in the high-level 
negotiations, and they said the outlines of a 
compromise appeared to be emerging.

But they stressed the situation remains 
fluid, no final agreements are in place and 
disputes over several other parts of the 
legislation, which still need to be resolved, 
could end up blocking a deal. Others were 
less sanguine, saying that partisan clashes 
in an election year may necessitate a longer 
interim extension that could run through  
September or even until after the elections.

A continuing congressional stalemate 
would be particularly difficult for the FAA 
at this point, according to industry and 
government officials, because the agency is 
headed by an acting administrator, Michael 

Huerta, who took over earlier this month 
when his boss, Randy Babbitt, abruptly 
resigned after being charged with driving 
while intoxicated.

The push toward a possible compromise, 
according to industry officials, was helped 
by a federal appeals court ruling a week ago 
upholding the mediation board's rule change 
and rejecting a challenge from Airlines for 
America, the industry's major trade group.

According to some congressional 
staffers, the ruling is widely seen as 
weakening the House's legal position and 
is likely to spur further negotiations with 
the Senate.

A number of other thorny issues need 
to be resolved in order to align the House 
and Senate measures, though there already 
has been significant progress on many 
of those topics. They include possible 
new regulations to tighten controls of 
cargo shipment of lithium batteries and 
scaling back a federal subsidy program to 
encourage airlines to serve the smallest 
airports. One issue that appears close to 
resolution involves how many new slots—
takeoff and landing assignments—airlines 
can get at Washington's congested Reagan 
National Airport for flights longer than 
1,250 miles.

Washington Sector Call: 425-787-6280   Cell: 425-314-4338
Web: www.wingwaxersnw.com  •  Email: wingwaxerswa@gmail.com

877-676-1229
208-676-1229

Fax 208-676-8638
1110 W. Park Place

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

The US Forest Service (USFS) is 
in the process of updating its forest and 
grassland Planning Rule –  the official 
guide for managing the use of its 193 
million acres of national forests and 
grasslands for multiple 
u se  such a s  t i mber 
harvesting, grazing and 
recreation.

Currently operating 
under an outdated 1982 
Planning Rule, previous 
u p d a t e  a t t e m p t s 
have  been  r e je c t ed  
by  t he  cou r t s .  T he 
Recreational Aviation 
Foundation (RAF) is 
one of the organizations collaborating 
with the USFS on the composition of 
the new Rule.  For the past two years, 
RAF representatives have attended all 
the FS sponsored National Forums in 
Washington DC, and many Regional 
Forums throughout the country. The result 
is the Proposed Planning Rule. Many 
recreational groups oppose this Proposed 
Planning Rule, claiming it fails to protect 
access for motorized and non-motorized 
recreation and will be a source of ongoing 
litigation.

On November 15, 2011, a House 
Natural Resources Subcommittee chaired 
by Representative Rob Bishop (R) UT, 
held an Oversight Hearing on the draft 
rule.  Recreational groups, ranchers, water 
rights advocates, and other multiple-use 
proponents testified, after which a number 
of Subcommittee members expressed 
concern that the proposed Planning Rule 
is too vague to prevent future lawsuits as 

Washington Pilots welcome
back to Henley Aerodrome!

Well, you may not be able to land between the roller-coasters... but Silverwood has 
an awesome deal for our pilots and their families this season, if you plan early! Cheryl 
Freeman sales manager for Silverwood has put together a great ‘early bird’ special for 
you and those precious little bunch-kins this year.  For the WPA “Early bird special 
rate”, simply call Cheryl Freeman at Silverwood during normal business hours (Phone 
208-683-3400 Ext. 182) mention you are with the WA Pilots Association, and are calling 
about the early bird special.  This WPA Seasons pass is only $78.43 which includes tax.  
They are already at $100.69 with tax! The “Gold Pass” is on sale for $254.39... The pass 
holder can bring in 2 guests every time they come to the Park. 

This would give you a great excuse to both make the kids happy AND plan some 
quality family time together heading over to North Idaho for a great vacation of family 
fun. Even though you’ll still have to land at Coeur d”Alene and find some wheels for 
a short ride up Hwy95, any excuse to fly throughout the year and get those grand kids 
out of the house, is a welcome ride indeed! 

Cheerfully yours~ WPA & Silverwood Theme Park. Phone (208) 683-3400 x182 

2011 USFS Proposed 
Planning Rule And How 
the RAF is Dealing With It

It is the RAF position that 
planners need to incorporate 
the concept that recreational 
access to backcountry 
airstrips is an integral part 
of a balanced and efficient 
transportation system within 
USFS managed lands.

it incorporates new and undefined terms.
The RAF applauds the USFS for 

includ ing d iverse pa r t icipants  and 
stakeholders in the proposed Planning 
Rule. Although some RAF comments were 

incorporated into the 
final proposed Planning 
Rule, we feel it falls short 
in giving Planners firm 
direction with respect 
to recreational access.  
Although airstrips are 
an existing and integral 
part of the travel access 
architecture of USFS 
l a nd s ,  t he r e  a r e  no  
references to airstrips, 

water landing sites or aviation in the 
proposed Planning Rule.  Many in the 
recreational community fear the rule may 
be applied in a protectionist fashion rather 
than accommodating prescribed multiple-
use activities.

The RAF continues to educate land 
managers that access via public airstrips 
provides legitimate low-impact access to 
outdoor recreation.

RAF testimony to the House Sub-
Committee Hearing members is included 
in the public record and outlines RAF 
opinions about the Proposed Planning 
Rule; that the proposed Rule needs to 
be clarif ied and made more directive 
with respect to recreational access.  It is 
the RAF position that planners need to 
incorporate the concept that recreational 
access to backcountry airstrips is an 
integral part of a balanced and efficient 
t ranspor tat ion system within USFS 
managed lands.
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Seaplane pilots will 
continue to enjoy
camping on Ross Lake 

Seattle, Washington – The National Park Service released the Final Ross Lake National 
Recreation Area General Management Plan (GMP) and Environmental Impact Statement 
on December 1.  

The Washington Seaplane Pilots Association (WSPA) was very pleased to see the 
outcome of this effort to produce a plan for the lake and surrounding area which will guide 
operations for the next 15 to 20 years.  WSPA applauds the work of the Park Service in 
reaching a compromise among their visitors.

Ross Lake is a man-made lake in the North Cascades which provides power to a large 
portion of the City of Seattle.  While offi cially a National Recreation Area, it is surrounded 
by the North Cascades National Park and is managed by the NPS.  Ross Lake is not generally 
accessible via automobile and most visitors reach the lake via a hike and a boat trip on 
a lower lake (Diablo), then travel to campsites via a fl eet of 30+ motorboats managed by 
the Ross Lake Resort.  Ross Lake has over 20 campsites maintained by the NPS which 
are a favorite destination for many WSPA’s members, along with the 10 cabins owned and 
managed by the Ross Lake Resort.  The Resort was founded by Wayne Dameron, who 
himself a seaplane pilot, utilized an Aeronca Champ and a Cessna 195 as his preferred 
method to access the lake. 

The initial draft of the plan limited seaplane access to campsites and the vast majority 
of the lake.  Furthermore it would have created an unsafe situation for fl ying into and out 
of a small section of the lake.

Upon realizing the GMP process was little known by seaplane pilots, WSPA jumped 
in to provide input from its members.  WSPA created a core team of approximately 30 
members who had personal interest in Ross Lake.  The NPS readily accepted the input and 
adapted their plans with a compromise that addressed pilot concerns.  WSPA also worked to 
alleviate any concerns about excessive noise by developing a document advising procedures 
for noise abatement on Ross Lake (available at www.wa-spa.org) and is providing training 
to members on these procedures.  Other organizations jumped in to help including AOPA-
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association, CSPA-Columbia Seaplane Pilots Association, RAF-
Recreational Aviation Foundation, SPA-Seaplane Pilots Association, WPA-Washington 
Pilots Association and others.

WSPA strongly supports the Final GMP and applauds the personnel of the NPS for 
their dedication in completing the plan.  Stephen Ratzlaff, President of the Washington 
Seaplane Pilots Association, stated “We were very impressed with the professionalism 
demonstrated by the personnel of the National Park Service and their sincere desire to 
understand our concerns and work out a fair comprise for all visitors.”

The Washington Seaplane Pilots Association is dedicated to maintaining access to 
Washington’s waterways while promoting safe fl ight operations and protecting our outdoor 
environment.  

Contact:
Stephen Ratzlaff, President, Washington Seaplane Pilots Association
stephen@ratzlaff.co
Phone: (206)324-2331

Air Traffic Control Changes 
during Runway Construction

Air traffi c controllers implemented a policy change in September that they thought 
was straight-forward and would improve safety during periods of runway construction.  
They recently received some feedback from GA pilots that their policy changes might 
be confusing to anyone seeking a "short" approach, land-and-hold "short," or other 
use of short/shortened. 

To avoid any further misunderstanding, please make note of the following 
language that might be used during periods of construction at an airport.

ATIS - When a runway length has been temporarily or permanently shortened, 
the word “WARNING” will preface the runway number, and the word “shortened” 
will be included in the text of the message. The ATIS will include the av ailable 
runway length, as stated in the NOTAM, and must be broadcast for the duration of 
the construction project. 

Example: “Warning, Runway One-Zero has been shortened, niner-thousand eight 
hundred and fi fty feet available, consult NOTAMs.” 

Departure Information - ATC will not use the term “full length” when the runway 
length available for departures has been temporarily shortened. The use of the term 
“full length” could be interpreted by the pilot(s) as the available runway length prior 
to the runway being shortened. Whenever a runway length has been temporarily or 
permanently shortened, the word “shortened” will be used immediately following the 
runway number as part of the lineup and wait clearance. 

Example: “(Call sign), Runway Two-eight shortened, line up and wait.” 
“(Call sign), Runway Two-eight shortened, cleared for takeoff.” 
Landing Information - The addition of “shortened” must be included in the landing 

clearance for the duration of the construction project when the runway is temporarily 
shortened. Note that the use of the term “shortened” in this case has nothing to do 
with short approaches or short fi eld landings and everything to do with jogging your 
memory (NOTAMs and ATIS were your fi rst awareness) about the condition of the 
runway in use. 

Example: “(Call sign), Runway Two-eight shortened, continue.” 
“(Call sign), Runway Two-eight shortened, cleared to land.” 
ATC phraseology will include “warning” and “shortened” for operations on 

permanently shortened runways for at least 30 days or until the Airport/Facility 
Directory has been updated, whichever is longer. 

Bottom line, whenever you hear ATC use the term “shortened”, this is your cue 
that the runway you are about to use has been shortened and has a relocated threshold 
on at least one end.  If that surprises you in any way, get all the information you need 
prior to using the runway!  

Always check NOTAMs and the latest publications for other updates.
John Townsley, WPA Safety and Education Director

Drew Vane has written a few posts for 
AirlineReporter.com and his most recently 
one takes an inside look at FlightAware.com 
after speaking with their CEO Daniel Baker. 
Many aviation fans use this tool to follow 
planes fl ying around the United States. Here 
is his story in his own words:

As some of you fi ne aviation enthusiasts 
may be aware (pun fully intended), a handly 
little website called FlightAware.com has 
been quietly making headlines as a source 
for tracking fl ights real-time (well, almost 
real time).  The site provides info on airport 
delays, weather, fl ight routes, and updated 
fl ight status.

If you have any interest in aircraft 
and air travel, this web site is for you.  
According to FlightAware CEO Daniel 
Baker, “FlightAware was founded with the 
goal of providing fl ight tracking to pilots 
of general aviation aircraft in the United 
States.  It wasn’t long before that goal grew 
to include fl ight departments, dispatchers, 
airport operators, and private aircraft 
passengers.  We’re now involved in worldwide 
airline operations, consumer fl ight tracking 
of airline fl ights, and more.  FlightAware has 
over 3,000,000 monthly users of the free web 
site and over 2,500 commercial customers 
that use FlightAware in an operational or 
research capacity.”

How does a simple web site get all 
this info?  According to the web site, 
“FlightAware compiles, aggregates, and 
processes data from a variety of government 

Tracking Planes as They Fly – An Aviation Enthusiast’s Best Friend  
sources, airlines, commercial data providers, 
as well as FlightAware’s proprietary fl ight 
tracking network.”  In other words, its 
all public domain and some skilled web 
programmers have developed a system to 
let the common person see accurately where 
domestic (and now international) fl ights are 
headed within a 5-minute window.

Since its inception in 2005, FlightAware 
has added new features regularly including 
mobile apps.  What started as a small 
business with a handful of executives has 
grown to 25 employees with offi ces in both 
Houston and New York City.  FlightAware 
even has a company store and is giving 
something back to support Breast Cancer 
Research.

Although great, FlightAware is far from 
perfect.  Recently, I tried to track my friends 
fl ight from O’Hare to Virginia Beach which 
was experiencing bad weather.  After two 
go-arounds his fl ight diverted to Raleigh.  
FlightAware only showed a couple loops 
around the airport but did not show the fl ight 
continuing on.  In addition, it showed his 
fl ight on the O’Hare departures list twice 
with one fl ight cancelled.  Perhaps this is 
a programming hiccup since the original 
flight was not completed.  The flight to 
Raleigh never did show up on the web site, 
but I wouldn’t depend on FlightAware over a 
phone call to check on loved ones traveling.

FlightAware currently has over 1.2 
million registered members and that number 
is growing at a rate of 30,000 to 50,000 

new users per month.  CEO Daniel Baker 
shared with me that, “the rate of airline 
travelers adopting the site means that it’s 
our biggest growth area and certainly 
they’ll eclipse pilots in the long term.  That 
said, we continue to focus on our roots 

and will be providing great service to the 
aircraft operators that use FlightAware 
operationally.”  With so much already to 
offer, and a price that’s hard to beat, I’m 
excited to see what this web site and business 
will share with us airline nerds in the future.

Please Join us!!
BENEFITS OF WPA MEMBERSHIP:

• WPA WORKS LOCALLY & STATEWIDE TO PRESERVE YOUR RIGHT TO FLY
• WPA IS YOUR VOICE WHEN LOBBYING GOVERNMENT ON STATE AND LOCAL 

AVIATION ISSUES
• WPA PROVIDES AIRPORT ADVOCACY, MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION
• WPA WINGS SUBSCRIPTION INCLUDED
• LOCAL WPA CHAPTERS & ACTIVITIES
• TRAINING & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
• CONNECT WITH OTHER PILOTS IN YOUR AREA & ACROSS THE STATE
• FREE USE OF RUSTIC, FLY-IN CABIN IN THE SAN JUAN ISLANDS
• ACCESS TO GROUP HEALTH CREDIT UNION MEMBERSHIP
• DISCOUNTS ON GA NEWS AND PILOT GETAWAYS PUBLICATIONS
• AND MORE!

JOIN WPA
WPA is working on behalf of general aviation in the state of Washington.

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960
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WPA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 15, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
Olympia Chapter Meeting @ Pearson Air 7:00 pm
February 16, 2012 (Thursday)
Clallam County Chapter @ Rite Bros. Aviation 7:00 pm
Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter meets alternating between Omak and Tonaske
February 17, 2012 (Friday)
Green River Chapter @ Trotter’s Auburn 7:00pm
February 18, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
February 22, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
February 23, 2012 (Thursday)
Deer Park Chapter @ Deer Park Airport Administration Building 6:30 pm
February 25, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
February 29, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
March 1, 2012 (Thursday)
Yakima Valley Chapter
Free Admission www.museumoffl ight.org
March 2, 2012 (Friday)
Paine Chapter 6:30 pm
March 3, 2012 (Saturday)
EAA Breakfast @ 7S3 (Oregon) www.eaa105.org
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
March 6, 2012 (Tuesday)
Arlington Chapter @ NASA Restaurant 6:00 pm
March 7, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
March 10, 2012 (Saturday)
Harvey Field Chapter @ Snohomish Flying Service 10:00 am
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp

March 14, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
March 15, 2012 (Thursday)
Clallam County Chapter @ Rite Bros. Aviation 7:00 pm
Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter meets alternating between Omak and Tonasket
March 17, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
March 21, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
Olympia Chapter Meeting @ Pearson Air 7:00 pm
March 22, 2012 (Thursday)
Deer Park Chapter @ Deer Park Airport Administration Building 6:30 pm
March 24, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
March 28, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
March 31, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
April 3, 2012 (Tuesday)
Arlington Chapter @ NASA Restaurant 6:00 pm
April 4, 2012 (Wednesday
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am
April 5, 2012 (Thursday)
Yakima Valley Chapter
Free Admission www.museumoffl ight.org
April 6, 2012 (Friday)
Paine Chapter 6:30 pm
April 7, 2012 (Saturday)
EAA Breakfast @ 7S3 (Oregon) www.eaa105.org
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
April 11, 2012 (Wednesday)
North Sound Chapter 9:00 am

Fast-growing Asian and Middle Eastern airlines that have signed orders for hundreds of 
new airplanes now must fi nd enough pilots to fl y them. For safety-conscious travelers, that 
means sticking with the big, well-known airlines who can afford to lure the best staff as the 
scramble to fi ll the cockpit intensifi es.

Warnings have been raised for several years of a pilot shortage in Asia, but the latest 
orders add to the urgency. The region is forecast to account for the lion's share of global aircraft 
deliveries over the next two decades as demand for air travel surges amid strong economic 
growth. It's also forecast to need the largest number of new pilots and the widening shortage 
of experienced staff is raising safety concerns and playing havoc with fl ight schedules.

“Quite a number of carriers are increasing their orders. So where are the pilots coming 
from? The shortage is going to manifest itself certainly as we go into next year because there’ll 
be a lot of planes coming in then, so these guys are going to have a hard time fi nding the pilots 
to fl y them,” said Shukor Yusof, an aviation analyst with Standard & Poor’s.

Last month, Indonesia’s Lion Air ordered 230 Boeing Co. 737s with options for 150 more. 
Qatar Airways ordered at least 55 jets from Airbus SAS while Emirates ordered 50 Boeing 
777s. From 2011 to 2030, Boeing and Airbus both predict Asia will account for about a third 
of global aircraft deliveries worth a total of more than $1 trillion.

To keep up with growth and replace retiring pilots, the International Civil Aviation 

Asia Pilot Gap Grows as Airlines Order New Jets
Organization forecasts Asia will need 229,676 pilots over the next two decades, up from 50,344 
in 2010. In the most likely scenario, Asia will be short about 9,000 pilots a year because it 
will need about 14,000 but has capacity to train only about 5,000.

“Never in human history have we seen a time when 2 billion people will enter the middle 
class and demand air travel. That time is now,” said William Voss, president of the Washington, 
D.C.-based Flight Safety Foundation.

Some airlines are already acting.
Emirates has announced plans to set up a dedicated $109 million fl ight training center 

in Dubai that will be able to train up to 400 students at a time. Earlier this year, Canadian 
fl ight-training company CAE Inc. said it was expanding its training center in Zhuhai, China 
that it runs jointly with China Southern Airlines.

But Roei Ganzarski, Boeing's chief customer offi cer for fl ight services, warns that 
recruiting pilots will be a long-term problem for the aviation industry. “We've already heard 
of a few airlines that have either reduced their operations or even grounded their airplanes 
because they don't have enough people to fl y them.”

Training a commercial airline pilot takes up to three or four years. Trainees must obtain a 
Private Pilot’s License and then a Commercial Pilot's License. Then they need an Air Transport 
Pilot's License - the advanced credential required to fl y a commercial airliner - which involves 
logging about 1,500 fl ying hours. It’s an expensive and time-consuming process that rookies 
starting from scratch will need two to three years to complete.

Once they’re hired by an airline as a fi rst offi cer, candidates need more time for additional 
conversion training for the type of aircraft they'll be fl ying, which could take another year.

Aviation industry executives say small airlines will be hit hardest because they can’t 
compete with big, rich carriers such as Dubai-based Emirates, the Middle East's biggest airline.

Capt. Alan Stealey, SVP Flight Operations, said Emirates isn’t facing problems recruiting 
its target of 600 pilots this year, up from about 400 or 450 in past years.

Emirates lures staff with generous salaries and benefi ts. First offi cers earn tax-free 
annual salaries averaging $95,000 while captains get about $135,000 as well as free housing, 
medical benefi ts and tuition.

Emirates also operates some of the world’s newest, most advanced jets – another draw 
for recruits. “We're an airline of choice from a pilot’s point of view,” said Stealey. “The 
shortage will not be in carriers like Emirates,” but rather will hit smaller, regional carriers 
hardest, he predicted.

The crash of an Air India Express jet in May 2010 highlighted the problems smaller airlines 
are facing. An investigation blamed the Serbian pilot for the disaster in which a Boeing 737 
operated by the national carrier's low-cost arm crashed while landing at Mangalore’s airport, 
killing 158 people. The probe found that the pilot slept through more than half the fl ight and 
woke up disoriented when it was time to land the aircraft.

India’s pilot shortage has been driven by fi erce demand as a slew of carriers have started 
up in the past decade and expanded rapidly. Pilots complain that they don’t have enough rest 
time between fl ights, a violation of international aviation safety practices.

Indian airlines have been forced to look abroad for staff, which comes with its own 
problems as some Eastern European pilots had diffi culties with English; the international 
language of aviation.

By hiring pilots from countries where English isn’t spoken widely, “you have to accept 
that there’s potential for confusion, or less comprehension,” said Gideon Ewers, a spokesman 
for the U.K.-based International Federation of Airline Pilots’ Associations.

Airlines across Asia have been recruiting foreigners. China has at least 1,300 foreign 
fl ight captains, according to the state-run China Daily newspaper. Garuda Indonesia and 
Korean Airlines have also been forced to hire foreign pilots. In China, state media quoted an 
American pilot for Spring Airways complaining he had to rely on his Chinese fi rst offi cer to 
communicate with air traffi c controllers who wouldn't or couldn’t speak English.

Experts say while some smaller airlines are forced to hire pilots on short-term contracts, 
they don't have as much control over the quality of the pilot's training and experience as big 
airlines with cadet programs do. The result is that while airlines may have crews that meet the 
minimum training requirements, some airlines will have crews that are excellent but others 
are “dangerously marginal,” said Voss.

At airlines where safety and training standards are closely followed, the pilots in the 
cockpit “correct the missteps and correct problems on the spot. All of those little corrections 
eventually defi ne the safety culture of that airline,” said Voss.

“If the crews are all on six-month contracts, that doesn’t happen. Risky behavior goes 
unchallenged, professionalism decays, and disaster inevitably follows.”

A potentially even graver shortage looms of maintenance personnel, aviation groups 
say. Boeing forecasts that Asia will need a quarter-million new technicians over the next two 
decades, up from about 46,500 now.

“It is a more diffi cult problem to solve, since the job is very unattractive and harder to 
train,” Voss said.

Jerry Ward, WPA Membership Director

Sunny Palm Springs recently saw 
Addison Pemberton and his all-volunteer 
crew dismembering his newest project to 
be returned to Spokane’s Felts Field for 
refurbishing.

When Addison was nearing completion 
on his Boeing 40C a few years ago after eight 
years of work, he said the Boeing would 
probably be his last project.  Presently he is 
nearing completion on the WACO project 
that followed the Boeing, so of course he has 
obtained a Grumman Goose to refurbish.  
The Goose was originally designed in 
1936 as a light amphibian transport with a 
high wing and two 450 horsepower Pratt & 
Whitney engines.  It was almost all-metal 
construction with the trailing half of the main 
wing and all of the fl ight control surfaces 
except for the fl aps being fabric covered.   

Addison’s crew has removed both 
engines as well as the f laps, ailerons, 

Addison Pemberton
and His Newest Project

horizontal stabilizers, elevators, rudder, and 
both wing panels.  Larry Howard drove a 
24-foot trailer back to Spokane fi lled with all 
the Goose parts they could stuff in the door.  

The only thing left is the 
fuselage, four wing panels 
and the center section.  
Addison said he feels very 
good about the airplane.  
In the disassembly process 
he found the airplane in 
very good condition and in 
need of very little structural 
work.  

Crewmembers will 
return to Palm Springs in 
March for the fi nal push to 
get the rest of the airplane 
home to Spokane.  Addison 
said he sees the venture as, 
“A very fun project and a 
lot of fun to share with our 
friends when we begin to 
operate the airplane in a 
few years.”    


