
FEBRUARY - MARCH 2017

Annual WPA General Meeting and NW 
Aviation Conference & Trade Show

Washington Pilots Association
PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE
Bellevue, WA 98004-9721

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
WPA General Meeting.............................1
Increasing Grants for Airports ...............1
Deer Park Municipal Airport Info .........2
Spokane Turbine Center .........................3
WA Airports Restaurant List ...................3
WPA Member Profile...............................5
Backcountry Airports in Budget Report ... 6
Moody Aviation Safety Seminar .............6
Safety Alliance Launch ...........................6
Barrow or Bust Part 5 .............................7

While out 
doing some for-
mation flying 
practice yester-
day with some 
fellow Bonanza 
pilots, I had to 
remark that there 
were a LOT of 
aircraft buzzing 
around Bremer-
ton airport for a 
change.  We actu-
ally had to wait 
for a few minutes 

to get a departure slot!  Very encouraging.  
We need to get GA aircraft flying and en-
joying the wonderful Northwest from our 
unique perspective.  Use it or lose it, as 
they say.  We can help.  The camaraderie 
that comes from belonging to a GA pilot 
social group such as the WPA that has edu-
cational, safety and advocacy dimensions 
is huge.  The more members we have, the 
more fun it is and the more we can do to 
make GA in Washington healthy, safe, fun 
and affordable.

I hope that everyone is planning to at-
tend the Northwest Aviation Conference in 
Puyallup February 25-26.  Each year, this 
awesome trade show and seminar event is 
a great source of information about new 
products as well as giving us efficient ac-
cess to many aviation related presentations 
so that we can fly safely and have more fun 
with our aircraft.  The quality of speakers 
will impress you.

Our annual meeting is there on that 
Saturday again this year.  We’ll be holding 
elections for the 2017 leadership slots that 
are up for renewal.  Lunch will be served.  
See you there!

It’s also a target-rich environment to 
help us recruit new members.  As you walk 
around the exhibit hall and attend the semi-
nars, ask the person standing/sitting next to 
you if he/she is a WPA member.  It’s a great 
conversation starter.  Nobody is going to 
think that you are trying to “sell” them some-
thing if you just talk about how much value 
YOU get out of being a member and how 
much their support will mean to strengthen 
our organization and directly benefit them.  
Have a membership application form pad in 
your back pocket (we’ll have lots of them at 
our booth in the front of the building at the 
main entrance) and a copy of our WINGS 
newspaper to give them.  I find that a lot of 
pilots don’t know much if anything about 
the WPA and will join when you tell them 
why you are a member and how important 
it is for us to represent as many Washington 
pilots as possible.

Stop by the WPA booth and say hello.  
Many of the WPA leadership will be there.  
We’d love to meet you if we haven’t already.

The new FAA medical rule is scheduled 
to go into effect on May 1st.  This major 

(Continued on page 2)

President’s 
Message…

Jim Posner, 
WPA President

Increasing Grant Amounts for Airports and 
Air Navigation Facilities

With more than 40 years of experience 
in aviation, both professionally and recre-
ationally, I am frequently asked to look at 
many of the aviation bills before the Legisla-
ture. This year, I have once again sponsored 
or co-sponsored several of the aviation bills 
before us. 

One piece of legislation I have prime-
sponsored, House Bill (HB) 1018, raises the 

By Rep. Tom Dent

amount the Washington State Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT) Aviation Divi-
sion may provide for aviation projects from 
$250,000 to $750,000. This 
change is long overdue, as the 
current limit of $250,000 has 
been in place for 35 years and 
has not kept up with inflation. 

With the increasing costs 
of projects, raising the cap 
will allow projects that previ-
ously could have taken to two 
or three years to complete can 
now be completed in one year 
or one grant cycle. The increas-
ing limit will lead to more effi-
cient project delivery at smaller 
airports. The grant, available 
through the WSDOT’s Airport 
Aid Grant Program has allowed 
local airports to leverage mil-
lions of federal dollars. 

The bill has strong, biparti-

san support and has already been approved 
by the House Transportation Committee. 
Since it has received no opposition, it will 

be placed on what we call the 
Suspension Calendar and should 
be voted on by the full House of 
Representatives in the near fu-
ture. It will then go the Senate 
for their consideration. 

As mentioned, I am spon-
soring or co-sponsoring many 
other bills related to aviation is-
sues. HB 1019 is a wildfire mo-
bilization bill related to preposi-
tioning assets to fight fire. This 
could also allow prepositioning 
of aircraft for firefighting. Hav-
ing aircraft in position for initial 
fire suppression is invaluable for 
keeping the fires from becoming 
mega-fires.

I am also working on legis-

Each year members of the Washington 
Pilots Association gather for their Annual 
General Meeting, or Annual Convention, 
at the Northwest Aviation Conference and 
Trade Show in Puyallup.  The 2017 meet-
ing is scheduled for February 25th at noon.  
Lunch will be served.  

Among other activities are the election 
of officers.  This year’s nominees are for 
president – George Steed; Vice-President 
East – Tom Morris; Vice-President West – 
Rich Jones; Secretary – Donna Childs, and 
Treasurer – Bud Smilanich.  Nominations 
from the floor will be accepted for those 
directors to be voted on this year which 
include president, communications, mem-
bership, government affairs and director-
at-large.  These officers, along with legal 
counsel if nominated by the board and a 
non-voting member-at-large, make up the 
executive committee.

Nominated for functional directors are 

the Membership Director – Gary Miranda; 
Government Affairs – vacant; Airport Af-
fairs – Tom Jensen; Communications Di-
rector – Marian Jensen; Safety and Educa-
tion Director – Ken Davies, and Director at 
Large – Frank Hummel.  Again, nomina-
tions from the floor will be accepted.      

To give an overall view, officers of the 
organization, functional directors, a repre-
sentative from each chapter, the past state 
president and legal counsel if appointed y 
the board make up the Board of Directors 
for WPA.  

Those members who are unable to at-
tend the annual meeting may send their bal-
lot to the current WPA State Secretary who 
is Donna Childs.

Another highlight of the annual meet-
ing is the presentation of awards to mem-
bers who have done outstanding work for 
the organization in the past year.  These 
awards, though not necessarily given out 

each year, are: Pilot of the Year: Shall be 
awarded to that licensed pilot judged to 
have contributed to the advancement of 
general aviation throughout the past year.  
A pilot’s license and the evidence of strong 
support for general aviation are the criteria.  

Dick Corey Award:  Shall be regarded 
as the Washington Pilots Association top 
award.  Criteria for this award shall be 
membership in the WPA, a distinguished 
record of accomplishment in General Avia-
tion and in community service; activity in 
the promotion of safety, proficiency and 
upgrading; activity in promoting a good re-
lationship with other aviation associations 
and clubs, and with the non-flying public.

Bernie Lyman Award:  Shall be an 
annual award given at the annual general 
meeting to the Association member who 
has worked beyond the normal call of duty 
to improve his chapter, increase its size and 

By Marian Jensen

(Continued on page 6)

State Representative 
Tom Dent (R-Moses 
Lake) represents 
the 13th Legislative 
District. 

Airplane camping at its best – Moose Creek, ID.  See RAF story on page 6.

(Continued on page 5)
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Airport Businesses and Visitors

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

AIRPORT BUSINESSES
Counties in Impact Region: Spokane 
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs on the airport footprint (excluding businesses that are not aviation-dependent).
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs located on the airport footprint.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Estimated Economic Impact Direct Total Impact
Jobs                            23 43
Labor Income  $            1,400,000 2,227,000
Output  $            3,100,000 5,400,000

VISITOR SPENDING
Impact Region: Washington State (once visitors land they may spend their money throughout the state).
Total Visitor Spending: Estimated total annual spending by visitors traveling through this airport.
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs supported by the total estimated visitor expenditures.
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs supported by visitor expenditures.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original visitor spending that remains in the state (some visitor spending

dollars paid to businesses will be exported out of the state).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Total Estimated Visitor Spending: 1,069,300$            
Direct Indirect/Induced Total Impact All State Impacts % State Impact

Jobs                           11                              6 17 94,000 0.02%
Labor Income  $              310,000  $               262,000 572,000$             3,311,700,000$     0.02%
Output  $              929,000 810,000$               1,739,000$          10,160,600,000$   0.02%

FISCAL IMPACTS

Estimated Taxes Paid to Each Jurisdiction Type
Cities Counties Special Districts State Total Taxes

Airport Businesses  $                  5,100  $                   1,800  $                    900  $                86,000 93,800$               
Visitors  $                  8,900  $                   9,200  $                 9,200  $                53,000 80,300$               
Total  $                14,000  $                 11,000  $               10,100  $              139,000  $            174,100 
NOTE: Tax estimates include Aircraft Excise Tax, Property Tax, Business & Occupation Tax, Sales Tax, Aviation Fuel Tax,
            State and Local Utility Taxes, Rental Car Tax, and Lodging Tax.
            Special Districts include Transit, Schools, Hospitals, Fire, EMS, Parks, Ports, Utilities, and others.

Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced

                                                          20 
 $                                              827,000 
 $                                           2,300,000 
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NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 07 Federal: Airport Elevation:           2,210 
Associated City: Deer Park Approach Category:
County: Spokane State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: City Govt. Number: 2 FAA: IIB
Owner: City of Deer Park Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/16/2010
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 3 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -
Medical Transport Single-Engine 92
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 0 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 9 AIS Last Updated: 12/16/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 2 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 0 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 106 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/16/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 3 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 106 5 658
Operations 36,940 4,254 142,000 

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-
-
-

Beech Super King Air 
B200

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

B: 91 to < 
121 knots

General Aviation Airport

Asphalt,Asphalt

The Deer Park Municipal Airport is located in eastern Washington, north of Spokane. It is served
by RNAV and NDB instrument approaches. The airport is home to over 100 general aviation
aircraft, including an active glider soaring operation. It is heavily used for flight instruction. During
summer, the airport serves as a base for wildland fire fighting aircraft. Aviation businesses at the
field include aircraft maintenance, flight instruction, aircraft salvage, and hangar construction.  

Regional

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 0 0 0 0
Military Local 0 400 400 400
Commercial Air Taxi 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 16572 17475 17475 17475
General Local 18078 19065 19065 19065
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WPA Wings
A Publication of the Washington Pilots Association

227 Bellevue Way NE, PMB 397
Bellevue, WA 98004

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to: wings@wpaflys.org

Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:
PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE

Bellevue, WA 98004-9721
WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions 
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

The Deer Park Municipal Airport is 
located north of Spokane, and is served 
by RNAV and NDB instrument approach-
es. The airport is home to over 100 gen-
eral aviation aircraft, including an active 
glider soaring operation. It is heavily used 
for flight instruction. During summer, 
the airport serves as a base for wildland 
fire fighting aircraft. Aviation businesses 
at the field include aircraft maintenance, 
flight instruction, aircraft salvage, and 
hangar construction.  Darold Schultz has 
been Airport Manager for the past two 
years. 

The airport was built during World War 
II. The $1,250,000 airfield was dedicated in 
August, 1944 with over 3,000 people gath-
ered to witness the celebration. It was stat-
ed that the airfield’s three 6,100’ runways 
could handle the largest planes in exis-
tence, such as the B-29, and those contem-
plated in the immediate foreseeable future. 
    The airport saw little aviation activ-
ity during the years following the war. In 
April 1950, the airport gained a new repu-
tation as a Drag Strip. Many people in the 
Inland Northwest knew the airport only as 
a drag strip.

In 1959, the conflict between the Unit-
ed States and Russia was brewing and the 
US was looking for sites for installation 
of the Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles. 
The Deer Park Airport was selected, but 
the military wanted to place it right in the 
middle of the runways. The City Council 
stood firm against the prospect of shutting 
down the runways and offered property to 
the northeast of the active aircraft move-
ment area. The missile was installed, but 
later decommissioned in 1965 when the 
Atlas missiles were replaced by the Titan 
II and Minuteman Missiles.

The aviation uses the airport gradu-
ally grew through the following decades. 
There are currently over 100 based aircraft 
and 74 hangars. Two aircraft maintenance 
shops provide maintenance and restoration 
services. Two flight schools train pilots 
from private licenses through to instru-
ment and commercial ratings. 

The airport serves as a fire tanker base 
in the summer fire season, offering the 
surrounding community quick response to 
fire events. Flight training from Spokane 
airports comprises a significant portion 
of the aircraft operations. There has also 
been an increase in the number of business 
jets using the airport as an alternative to 
the larger airport in Spokane. A Global Po-
sition System (GPS) instrument approach 
make the airport available for landings 
during inclement weather.

The airport is considered an essential 
component of the National Plan of Inte-
grated Airports within the United States. 
As such, it is eligible for federal funds to 
maintain and improve the facilities. Sev-
eral million dollars in federal and state 
airport aid grants have been awarded to 
the City of Deer Park over the past two 
decades, allowing the City to rebuild two 
of the original runways and upgrade navi-
gation aids. The State of Washington has 
designated the Deer Park Airport as a Re-
gional Service airport due to its size and 
proximity to population density.

The airport, previously managed 
by Partner Enterprise, LLC for 22 years, 
is now managed by Schultz’s Aviation, 
LLC, a contract management firm which 
has been appointed by the City Council. A 
seven member advisory board guides the 
Deer Park City Council decisions about 
development and policy.

Deer Park Municipal Airport
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WPA is working to advance the interests of 

general aviation in Washington State.
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change in the medical requirements to fly 
should bring a lot of new pilots and pilots 
who didn’t want to go through the process 
of fighting for their medicals so that they 
could get back into the game.  It’ll be good 
for everyone.  More of us flying, more fuel 
sales to help keep that expense down, more 
aircraft sales and more business for FBOs 
and maintenance facilities.  Everybody 
wins!  The new rule may not be perfect, but 

President’s Message (Continued from page 1)
it’s a start.  I hope that it helps you.  

Our chapters are our life-blood.  Stay in 
touch with your chapter members and lead-
ership and offer your ideas about events, 
ways to improve the chapter experience and 
how we can all provide value to our mem-
bership.  We have a wealth of very smart 
folks in our ranks; share your thoughts to 
help make the WPA even more successful!

Let’s Fly – Safely and Often!

ADVERTISE IN WPA WINGS!
Ad rates & info at http://www.wpaflys.org/wings.html
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Rich,

Today for the first time I was instructed to, no, commanded, by an air traffic controller 

to climb immediately.
This is another non-essential reading warning.  I just got out of the hot tub, everyone is 

in bed, the dogs are settled down for the night, and I am in the mood to write.

Two days ago I aviated.  Due to weather and obligations that was the first in a month’s 

time.  I wrote you about that Monday December flight.  Today I went again.  Sequentially 

invited four others to come along however this flight ended up being a solo.  Thomas and I 

had intentions to fly to Olympia today in order to give children of his coworker a ride, but 

weather down that way would not support the mission.

The morning started IFR then MVFR with a 2100 foot broken layer.  Freezing level 

just above the surface.  As forecasted and hoped for by the time I was ready to launch con-

ditions had improved to FEW 2100 with an improving trend.  Unlike my previous flights 

today was all about going somewhere and landing there.  Sure, I like the traffic pattern 

for practice, but it was time to stretch my and Cardinal Air’s legs.  Destination Bremerton 

(KPWT).  About 32 nautical miles direct distance.  A short hop with something less than 25 

minutes air time.  Today’s hop to KPWT was closer to an hour.

My personal minimum for a Bremerton trip is to be able to cruise at 2500 feet.  Given 

clouds being FEW 2100 at Paine Field and clear at Bremerton the plan was to do a few laps 

at Paine to judge the cloud trend and their distribution answering the question, “can I safely 

navigate around the few clouds, which certainly held icing conditions in and near them, on 

my way to and back from KPWT?”  It was a beehive of flying activity at and around Paine 

Field.  Even before I pulled her out of the hangar while monitoring aircraft traffic via ADS-B 

on my iPad ForeFlight program I said to no one, “damn, its busy everywhere”.  Which fit 

in well with my stretch goal for today.  To use Seattle Approach air traffic control for traffic 

advisories during this short flight.
One may ask, why is using Seattle Approach air traffic control unusual?  Well I do 

not use flight following in my hood.  I know the area, traffic flows, surrounding airport pat-

terns, terrain features, and other details well.  I have flown to Bremerton countless times.  

Further Cardinal Air is equipped with not one but two moving map displays which include 

Special Use Airspace depictions, plus one such spare at the ready.  One of which, as well 

as the spare, have traffic display capabilities.  Ironically I do use Air Traffic Control Flight 

Following services when crossing larger over water portions of Puget Sound, and any time I 

travel out of the hood.  But that does not include Seattle Approach Control’s airspace servic-

ing SeaTac airport.  They have plenty to do with all the passenger jets coming and going.  I 

always stay well clear and out of their way, not bothering them with my little requests for 

air traffic control flight following and traffic advisory services.  Today was different.  Today 

I was going to call them for this flight I have done many times and use their services.  This 

was my goal to do something different for today’s flight.  Turns out today was the right time.

Taxing out I joined the line of others awaiting a takeoff clearance.  My turn unevent-

fully came and in the air I went.  Quickly.  Got to love those negative density altitudes this 

time of year.

When clear of Paine Field Class Delta airspace one button press swapped radio fre-quencies to Seattle Approach Control.  Made my statement, received a transponder code, and thought I was done.  Not one minute went by before the traffic advisories started coming in.  Fast and furious.  Some of the traffic I saw, others not.  I made no bones about telling approach control so.  Soon I was getting vectors for traffic avoidance.  Again, this is a route I know well.  Was it busier today then before?  Were there more pilots not practicing see and avoid?  Was I not practicing see and avoid?  Occasionally I glanced at the in-cockpit traffic display.  It was crowded with aircraft symbols.  Too many close in to analyze for a threat assessment.  I needed to have my eyes out the window and working the airplane and flight.About mid-point during the short journey as traffic calls kept coming in I settled into a rhythm.  Took stock of the sky while keeping a watchful eye for icing.  All good.  Navigating around the few clouds at and beneath my 2500 feet altitude was straight forward.  Another traffic call came in.  Off my right wing, three miles, converging, same altitude.  Could not see it.  Second call for same traffic, now two miles and “I’m not talking to him” from the controller.  Quickly followed by “previously called traffic turning into you, CLIMB IM-MEDIATELY, cleared into Class Bravo airspace”.  Have I told you recently what a great airplane Cardinal Air is?  I had adjusted power for a relaxed and fuel consumption friendly cruise.  With a few engine control manipulations I was climbing impressively to my cleared altitude of 3500 feet.  Boom.  Done.  I did eventually pick up the threatening traffic.  We had plenty of clearance with the help of Seattle Approach Control.  But that was a busy couple minutes.  Once again I am reminded about the concept and reality of task saturation.Received another vector as well as more traffic call outs, now heading about 70 degrees off course for the destination.  It was then an out the window assessment told me the current plan was not going to work.  Given bits of another cloud layer in my path and below, with a prohibited area beyond that.  Called, asked for lower describing conditions in front of me.  Request granted with expediency and additional suggested headings to avoid traffic.All of this while the two Seattle Approach Controllers I spoke with where bringing in the big iron to SeaTac.  The fact that they provide service to all of us at the same time is impressive!
Here is what really struck me about the experience.  As mentioned, I have flown this and similar surrounding KSEA Class Bravo airspace routes many times not in contact with Seattle Approach Control while outside, but near Class Bravo airspace.  Although I execute aviation thoughtfully and responsibly, I wonder how many times an approach controller needed to vector or alert another pilot due to my own path through the sky?  Something to think about.  Certainly I will take advantage of their services more often, if not always.Oh, and those wonderful landings I wrote about last time, something weird is going on.  There must be a spirit or something in the airplane with me.  All five of my landings today were greasers.  Counting the previous flights that’s like 17 in a row!  No doubt I will be back to shaking the Earth with my landings in no time at all.Best regards,

Frank E. Hummel
WPA Paine Field Chapter

The  Spokane Turbine Center
From their brick buildings at Felts Field, 

Spokane Turbine Center equips pilots and 
maintenance technicians with professional 
training to effectively operate turbine aircraft. 
These individuals, however, are not usually 
engaged in everyday flying. Spokane Turbine 
Center customers are missionary pilots/me-
chanics, who will serve remote groups in 21 
different countries. 

 In many areas where missionary avia-
tion operates transportations options are lim-
ited. Connecting with the people in such iso-
lated areas is a tangible 
way of showing God’s 
love to remote locations 
around the world. While 
some missionary avia-
tion flights are directly 
supporting missionary 
work or Bible transla-
tion, many flights are di-
rect medical evacuations, 
disaster relief, economic 
development or other hu-

By Donna Childs
manitarian missions. 

 Operating turbine aircraft like a Cessna 
Caravan or Quest KODIAK from dirt air-
strips requires special expertise. That is why 
18 different nonprofit missionary aviation 
organizations send their pilots/mechanics to 
Spokane Turbine Center for training. This 
facility has technologically-advanced class-
rooms, a fully-equipped PT6 turbine engine 
classroom/lab and the world’s only full-mo-
tion Quest KODIAK simulator. Many donors 
have partnered with Spokane Turbine Center 

to procure buildings and 
equipment to keep train-
ing rates affordable for 
missionaries. 

Avgas shortages 
in developing countries 
have made operating 
older missionary aircraft 
like the Helio Courier 
and Cessna 206 increas-
ingly expensive. Built in 
Sandpoint, ID, the Quest 

KODIAK was specifically designed for mod-
ern missionary aviation. It has a useful load 
of over 3,500 lbs, and can operate out of most 
airstrips designed for the much-smaller Cess-
na 206. Critically, the PT6A turbine engine in 
the KODIAK primarily burns jet fuel, which 
is available worldwide. It also was the first 
turboprop certified with the Garmin G1000 
avionics suite.

New technologies meant that mission-
ary aviation had a serious operational transi-
tion as the KODIAK came on line. Spokane 
Turbine Center began 
teaching courses in 2008 
specifically to help with 
the safe, efficient and 
cost-effective use of 
turbine aircraft. In 2014 
a subsidiary organiza-
tion of Spokane Turbine 
Center, Parkwater Avia-
tion, became the fac-
tory-authorized transi-
tion course provider for 

A letter to my pilot brother after a moderately eventful day of flying and learning

Washington State Airport 
Restaurants List

Warren Hendrickson, AOPA North-
west Regional Manager and longtime 
Washington pilot, has compiled an infor-
mal list of Washington State Airport Res-
taurants List (updated 1/14/2017). You can 
access this list on the WAMA Web Site.  
This list is not complete and Warren asks 
that if you have suggestions or recommen-
dations for restaurants at or serving your 

airport, please feel free to provide him 
with your additional information.  You 
may send your suggestions/ recommenda-
tions to Warren Hendrickson, at: wbhen-
drickson@comcast.net .  He will continue 
to update the list. The list is primarily in-
tended for use by pilots as they fly around 
the state. Perhaps providing everyone with 
an additional reason to visit your airport!

Quest Aircraft, teaching all new KODIAK 
operators at Felts Field. Over 200 KODIAKs 
have been built, with roughly 30 flying for 
missionary and humanitarian organizations.

 All Spokane Turbine Center and Park-
water Aviation instructors are experienced 
pilot/mechanics who regularly fly and main-
tain KODIAK S/N0001, which is owned by 
Spokane Turbine Center. As part of their 
community development program, Spokane 
Turbine Center has regularly donated flights 
and simulator blocks to charities such as 

WPA and EAA. If you 
are interested in learn-
ing more about Spokane 
Turbine Center/Park-
water Aviation, donat-
ing toward professional 
missionary training, or 
simply touring the re-
stored historic facility at 
Felts Field, please con-
tact Jon Weber at 509-
536-1969.

CLIMB IMMEDIATELY By Frank Hummel

800-275-7345
503-640-4686

Fax 503-640-3071
5625 NE Elam Young Pkwy

Hillsboro, OR 97124
www.regalaviation.com

Spokane Turbine Center staff stands in 
front of a Kodiak

Spokane Turbine Center in winter at 
Felts Field

Submitted by
Tom Jensen

Share your flying Haiku by sending them to marianjensen@skynetbb.com

WPA for YOU
Tax fairness, more runways now

Sign up new members


FLYING HAIKU



Page 4 - WPA Wings FEBRUARY - MARCH 2017
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bill.flo.moore@gmail.com

WPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter gen-
erally meets on the second Thursday of every 
third month (February, May, August and No-
vember) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are held in the 
Micro Aerodynamics hangar on the airport. 
Contact Chapter President Karl Fischbach, 
TeamFischbach@gmail.net, 360-770-4260.
ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter meets 
the first Wednesday of each month at Arling-
ton Flight Services FBO on the airport.  A no 
host dinner is at 6 PM and the meeting starts 
at 7 PM.  For more information feel free to 
contact Michael Talley at 425-359-0133.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Jim Posner, 
415-990-0664, jimposner@comcast.net 
for further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
chapter meets on the third Thursday of the 
month at Rite Bros (FBO) at Port Angeles 
Fairchild International Airport (CLM). Meet-
ings begin at 7:00 pm, and all are welcome. 
For more info on the Clallam County 
chapter, contact Jerry Nichols, oldnick@
olypen.com, 800-292-2978.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-684-1566.
DEER PARK - The Deer Park chapter meets 
on an “as needed” basis at the administration 
building located on the Deer Park Airport.   
For more information about Deer Park 
chapter and activities please contact 
Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER – The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviation program.  
For meeting information and other chapter 
activities, including group fly-outs, WINGS 
programs and other special events please 
visit http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/
GreenRiver/EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/
current.pdf or contact   the Chapter 
President Shane Mahoney at shane@
skynetbb.com, 360-802-2300.
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The Harvey 
Field chapter meets on the second Saturday 
of each month, year round, at 10:00 am in 
Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For more infor-
mation on activities, please visit the WPA 
web site, click on the Harvey Field Chapter, 
and visit the Activities Calendar. For more 
information contact Sandy Burn  at 801-
673-4380.

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The North 
Sound chapter meets every second Thursday 
of the month (except during June, July and 
August), at 7:00 pm at the Whatcom Edu-
cational Credit Union WECU® 600 Block of 
Holly St.  in Bellingham.  For more info on the 
North Sound chapter, contact Robert Powell  
robthpowell@gmail.com.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- The 
Okanogan and Ferry County WPA Chapter 
meets on the third Thursday of the month 
during late fall/winter to spring. Meeting loca-
tions alternate between Koala’s in Omak and 
Whistler’s in Tonasket. Meeting times and lo-
cations during good flying weather vary.  For 
information regarding a specific meeting 
date/location, contact Lee Orr at 509-486-
4502 or Bob Hoffman at 509-997-8141.
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit  
www.painechapterwpa.org or send email 
to paine-president@wpaflys.org

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton-
Sanderson chapter meets 10am Saturdays 
at Sanderson Pilot’s Center.

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - For meeting 
information contact Bob Brown at 360-
607-5060.
SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held on the 
third Wednesday of each month at Darcy’s, 
10502 E. Sprague beginning at 6:00 PM.  
Meeting program information can be found 
at WPASpokane.org.   
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets 
at 6:30 pm at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-
Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. For information 
contact Chapter President Mike White, 
mikeywhite@charter.net, 509-586-9785.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors chapter 
meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location TBD. For 
meeting details and more info, contact 
Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.com , 360-
289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Don Flick, donaldflick@
nwi.net, 509-885-6105
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley chap-
ter meets every Saturday morning at 8:30 at 
Yakima Airport. For chapter information, 
contact Les Flue at les@lesflue.com.

Most Chapters keep updated 
information on the WPAFLY.org

website. Click on the “Chapters” tab
for more information.

The Speakers Bureau is ready for use. 
There are several options one has that these 
presentations can be accomplished; in person, 
through FaceTime or Skype. Please let me 
know when your chapter would like to involve 
a guest speaker. There have been 
a few chapters asking so far.

Drone Education: In addition 
to the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) now requiring ev-
ery drone owner to register each 
drone that is purchased they also 
need to be educated as to where 
they can and cannot fly their 
drones. Recently a drone was in-
volved with taking video of New 
Year’s firework installation on 
the Seattle Space Needle only to 
crash on the top of the needle. If 
this owner’s drone was not prop-
erly registered or if the owner did 
not have authorization to fly their 
drone in that airspace there could 
be repercussions with the FAA. Another recent 
incident involved military personnel flying 
homemade drones in within the bases aero-
drome airspace. The military personnel had 
FAA licenses but did not have their drones reg-
istered with the FAA nor did they know they 
were within the installation airspace or what 
the base policy was. We have several military 
installations in the state that have airspace as-
signed above them. Each drone owner needs to 
find out the bases policy, the assigned airspace 
restrictions, and have an exemption from the 
FAA in order to fly below are in that airspace.

Safety Report
A recent aircraft mishap involving a pi-

lot his fiancée and her two grandchildren back 
in December that occurred near Dabob Bay 
appears to involve weather but the final out-
come won’t be told until the FAA investiga-

tion is complete. The Cessna 182 
left Boeing Field in the evening 
and was headed for Squim. The 
pilot lost contact with air traf-
fic control about 44 minutes into 
the flight. The pilot reported bad 
weather conditions not long after 
takeoff. We can hangar fly this 
mishap all day long as to what 
might have led to its cause. Two 
things we do know for sure and 
that is there were witnesses both 
on the ground and in the air that 
confirmed bad weather with ic-
ing conditions in that area of the 
crash and the pilot reported bad 
weather conditions after takeoff. 
Several questions remain to be 

answered such as did the pilot have personal 
minimums? Did he get an in-depth weather 
brief before takeoff? If the weather conditions 
changed after takeoff why did he not divert? 
These are all basic questions every new pilot 
learns in training. I do ask that we not formu-
late a conclusion until the FAA has finished 
their investigation and we can take lessons 
learned from another aircraft mishap.

Third Class Medical Reform is here! 
AOPA website has all the information to an-
swer all the questions. The effective date is 
May 2017. 

By Ken Davies , Safety 
& Education Director

FULL SERVICE FBO  at  KSFF      

WWW.WESTERNAVIATION.NET                                    

             FUEL:  Jet A & 100 LL                   AVIONICS: Sales & Service & Installation 

             MAINTENANCE                             PILOT SUPPLIES 

   RENTAL CARS       FLIGHT PLANNING 

6095 E Rutter Ave 

Spokane, WA   99212 

Open M-F  8 AM –5 PM 

FBO Open Saturdays and Sundays (Seasonal) 

509 534 7371 

24 hr Self Serve Fuel 

24 hr Full Serve Fuel 509 939 8197 (charges may apply) 

 

CONLIN, MALONEY & MILLER               
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

BENJAMIN L. WYBORNEY, JD, 

ATP 
AVIATION & BUSINESS ATTORNEY 

·SALES & FRACTIONAL OWNERSHIP CONTRACTS 
·FAA ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS                                                
blw@cmmlawfirm.net
·AVIATION BUSINESS ENTITIES                                              Phone (509) 
624-3020 
·SUAS (DRONE) COMPLIANCE                                        Facsimile (509) 
623-1650 
 

• SaleS & Fractional ownerShip contractS

• FAA enForcement actionS  blw@cmmlawfirm.net

• Aviation BuSineSS entitieS  Phone (509) 624-3020

• SUAS (Drone) compliance  Facsimile (509) 623-1650

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

JOIN WPA
WPA is working to advance the interests of 

general aviation in Washington State.

www.wpaflys.org
Please Join or renew today!
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Idaho just got the minimum number of 
applicants for their aviation license plate, and 
it’s going to bring dollars in for the good of 
Idaho airports. The Washington State Depart-
ment of Transportation is spon-
soring our own aviation license 
plate with the collaboration of 
the Washington State Aviation 
Alliance.  Their goal is to “high-
light the importance of the state’s 
aviation system and also raise 
funds to support aviation and 
public-use airports in our state.”  
Here in Washington, we met the 
3500 signatures required but the 
legislature needs to take action.  
PLEASE find the survey (www.
wsaa.aero) and sign to send a 
message.  Numbers Count!!

As a prerequisite to updat-
ing Renton’s Airport Master 
Plan, the airport and the FAA are 
studying “critical aircraft” (a classification 
based on wingspan and weight) using the 
airport. This information leads to an Airport 
Reference Code (ARC) designation, which 
leads in turn to FAA requirements for said 
designation. If this sounds like a Catch-22, 
it is. (Envision choices of shortening the 
runway or extending into Lake Washington 
to meet overrun requirements, depending on 
the ARC code.) WPA past President Al Ban-
holzer attends the Renton Airport Advisory 
Board meetings and is watching out for GA 
interests.   Your local airport may have an ad-
visory board which could use pilot input.  Do 
you know? Would you serve?

Speaking of pilot input, have you ever 
used Cascade Locks (CZK) as an emergency 
or “wait out the weather” stop, or just for a 

Airports Report
$100 burger at one of the nearby American 
style restaurants?  Please tell me if you have.  
Why? Because CZK is under threat of de-
velopment by the port for non-aviation, in-

dustrial uses.  It is a little used 
but important emergency strip, 
centrally located in the scenic 
Columbia Gorge. Many pilots 
flying through the Gorge in mar-
ginal weather and unable to con-
tinue VFR have been very grate-
ful to have access to this airport. 
It has even accommodated a suc-
cessful forced landing or two.

 It is currently a low-use 
airport built in 1947 during con-
struction of Bonneville dam. 
Oregon and Washington each 
contributed $47k. (Although it 
is an “Oregon” airport, our state 
wisely saw benefit for pilots, pri-

marily as a bad weather refuge.)
Our Stuart Island cabin has its first 2017 

reservation already.   Don’t miss out.  It turns 
out it is a good stop when courting, if you’re 
dating a pilot.

WSDOT State Airports Manager Paul 
Wolf recently followed up with the USFS on 
our October meeting which introduced the 
draft Airport Layout Plan for Ranger Creek.  
He politely will not recommend “preferred 
alternative improvements” until the USFS 
has taken the opportunity to comment, after 
which the final report can be moved forward.  
Paul provided a nice history for Ranger Mar-
tie Schramm, dating from 1958, as she is new 
to the district.  And, as usual, Al Banholzer 
continues to attend regular user meetings on 
the Green River Chapter’s favorite airport.  

By Tom Jensen
Airport Affairs

Having attended a couple of chapter 
Christmas parties this past holiday sea-
son, I was reminded of three things.  First, 
chapters are where all of the fun happens.  
Aggregations of aviators seldom fail to 
provide enjoyable times.  Sec-
ond, people that fly are inter-
esting.  Sit down next to a pi-
lot and ask, “So, what’s your 
aviation story?” And you are 
guaranteed a fascinating story.  
Third, the winter season gives 
us excellent opportunities to 
practice our decision making 
skills.

Jim and I were heading to 
the Green River Christmas par-
ty.  Not far from Kitsap County 
and the skies were clear.  The 
forecast, though, called for 
freezing rain, snow, maybe fog, 
and certainly dark.  We opted 
to drive, had a wonderful time 
at the gathering, and headed back.  A half 
hour later, waiting for AAA in the median, 

Westside Report
having slid off highway 16, we were able 
to contemplate what would have happened 
sliding off the runway instead. 

On New Year’s Day The Lovely Mrs. 
Steed and I attempted to join the flyout 

to Ocean Shores.  A 30 knot 
crosswind convinced all con-
cerned to take the party to Ta-
coma instead.  I was heartened 
by the acceptance and admira-
tion of all concerned to err on 
the side of caution.  No kidding 
or macho jokes, just approval 
of each other’s decisions to 
keep things safe. 

2017 should be a wonder-
ful year to fly.  There will be 
several exciting programs an-
nounced at the NW Aviation 
Conference in Puyallup.  For 
me, this should be the year to 
sample Stuart Island and Point 
Roberts. As the weather im-

proves we’ll have many chances to enjoy 
this beautiful corner of the country. 

George Steed
Vice President, West

When Donna Wilson-Sommer and her 
husband Trent built their RV-12 between 2013 
and 2016, they named the aircraft “We One” 
and requested the Federal Registry number 
N712WE.  The serial number of their RV kit 
was 712, so it all seemed fitting.

Donna was born and raised in the Seattle 
area and, though she was very aware of air-
planes as is every person in the area, she never 
dreamed that her life would land her right in 
the middle of General Aviation in a big way.  

When Donna was a senior in high school 
she met Harold Wilson in Tacoma where he 
was mustering out of the Army.  The two of 
them hit it off, but knew they had separate 
roads to travel for a time.  Donna went to Uni-
versity of Washington majoring in Commer-
cial Art and Design while Harold returned to 
Illinois to attend the law school at University 
of Illinois.

In 1956 Donna and Harold were married.  
Donna became a Geological Draftsman for 
the State of Ill.  Harold graduated in 1959 and 
the two moved to Paris Ill. Donna worked as a 
draftsman for the Ill. Highway Department. A 
year later Harold joined Donna’s father’s law 
firm in Tacoma WA..  Harold maintained his 
license to practice law in both Ill. and WA.  

Harold had always been interested in fly-
ing, and he obtained his pilot’s license in Ill.  
When Donna and Harold moved to WA, they 
became very involved in the Northwest Navi-
oneer, having owned two Navions over the 
years, and the Green River Chapter of WPA.  
Between 1960 and 1968 the couple had three 
sons, and Donna was a stay-at-home-mom.  

In 1978 Harold was State treasure of 
WPA.  At age 45 he suddenly became ill with 
Acute Leukemia and died a month later.  Donna 
was left with three sons ages 10, 11 and 18, and 
not even a driver’s license to get around town.  

Donna quickly obtained a driver’s license 
and began working as a contract draftsman 
for engineering firms.  She found she missed 
the flying that had be so much a part of her 
life, and started taking flying lessons at Boe-
ing Field.  Donna soloed a year later, but with 
work and family did not get her pilot’s license 
till 1980.  Her mantra became, “Come alive in 
85”.  Donna joined the 99’s and became active 
in even more aviation circles.  She and two of 
her sons joined the Civil Air Patrol where she 
trained as an observer for Search and Rescue 
with Civil Air Patrol and WADOT/Aviation.

By Marian Jensen 

WPA Member Profile
Donna Wilson-Sommer

During this time Donna began doing por-
traits of airplanes in watercolor.  She currently 
has completed 178 of the designs.  In 1996 
she saw a C-182 that struck her fancy, and she 
created a portrait of the aircraft.  Trent Som-
mer happened to be the owner of the airplane, 
and he saw the portrait at Donna’s booth at 
the Northwest Aviation Conference and Trade 
Show.  Trent set out to meet Donna.  The two 
were married in 1997 and moved to Sequim in 
1998.  In addition of the C-182, Trent was also 
a partner in an RV-6.  The two made several 
cross-country trips in the airplane to both Wis-
consin and Iowa.  

In 2012 Donna and Trent decided to build 
an RV-12.  Donna says the two of them worked 
on the airplane almost six hours a day between 
2013 and 2016.  They named the airplane “We 
One”.  Having built an aircraft in just three 
years, they might have named it “We Won”.     

In addition to her many accomplishments 
already mention, for eight years Donna filled 
the WPA State Treasurer’s term, a position 
Harold Wilson held before his death.  She was 
also in charge of the WPA booth at the NW 
Aviation Conference and Trade Show for 13 
years.  Donna designed a presentation for the 
WPA that was used for the Northwest EAA 
Airshow in Arlington.  She was instrumental 
in developing merchandise, including golf 
shirts, hats, jackets, pins and a bumper sticker 
that said, “Pilots of perfection, Striving for 
Safety.”  Donna was elected WPA State Presi-
dent for two terms, 1985 through 1987.  She 
also altered the WPA’s state newsletter from 
a mimeograph-style publication to the format 
that is still in use, and served as chairman of 
Flying Toys for Tots.

Over the years Donna received many 
awards for her dedication to serving Gen-
eral Aviation in Washington:  1982 – Gerber 
Memorial Award (WADOT/Aviation); 1984 
– Dick Corey Distinguished Service Award 
(WPA); 1987 – Pilot of the Year Award (WPA); 
1988 – Pilot of the Year award (WADOT/
Aviation), and 1996 – Bernie Lyman Award 
for contribution to Chapter Size, Strength and 
Purpose (WPA).

Although Donna lost Trent in 2016, she 
is still very active in EAA’s Chapter 430 in 
Clallam County.  She has served as Events and 
Program Chairman as well as Vice-President.  
If Donna’s mantra was, “Come alive in 85” it 
must now be, “Aviation Queen of 2017.”

To “Kick-Off” the NW Aviation Conference and Trade Show this year the 
Washington Seaplane Pilots Association (WSPA) is opening their annual banquet 
(Grounded Hogs Dinner) to show attendees that have an interest in Seaplanes.  
Formerly only open to members and guests, this year we’ve secured a larger facility 
and will be in The Museum of Flight Side Gallery, overlooking the main floor. Come 
and enjoy the Grand Gallery of Aviation. Wow, What a Venue! 

Enjoy a fabulous dinner and 
open bar.  Guest Speaker, 
Jules James, will speak on 
The Rise of Water Flying 
from Lake Union and guests 
can participate in our annual 
fund raising raffle for items 
from our sponsors.  

Come early, Museum Access is 
included prior to the event.  
Registration and ticket 
purchases as well as more information can be found on the WSPA website: 
http://www.washingtonseaplanepilots.org 

Donna Wilson-Sommer

strengthen its purpose.  The perpetual tro-
phy to be kept by the Association with a 
memento plaque retained by the recipient.  

Harold Wilson Memorial:  Not an an-
nual award, the master plaque is retained 
by the Association with a memento plaque 
to the recipient, and shall be awarded to a 
suitable nominee who has been active in 
contributing to public enlightenment about 
general aviation.  A pilot’s license or mem-
bership in the Association are not necessary 
to merit this award.

Right Stuff Award:  Not an annual 
award.  Given to a member who has in-
curred or encountered an extraordinary 
event during the past year.  The event can 
either be of a positive or a negative nature.

Gerber Memorial Award:  This award 
is not annual and has been established by 
the Washington State Department of Trans-
portation, Aviation Division.  All nomina-
tions should be forwarded to the Director 
of the Aviation Division, who shall be the 
sole judge for the selection, and who will 
present the award at the general meeting.  
Criteria:  To be presented to the individual 
or the Chapter who is judged to have con-

WPA Meeting and NW Aviation 
Conference & Trade Show (Continued

from page 1)

tributed most to (a) Promoting good will 
in the aviation community; (b) Continuing 
to devote and donate time and knowledge 
for the betterment of aviation; (c) Educat-
ing and providing for continuing future 
advancement in aviation for the welfare 
of those we leave behind; (d) Being inno-
vative and seeking to encourage others to 
make a commitment to aviation; e Trans-
ferring energy and motivation to encour-
age others to accomplish and to succeed; 
(f) Provide a creative foundation on which 
General Aviation can continue to expand 
and grow.

The Gerber Memorial Award was cre-
ated to memorialize Rose and Everett Ger-
ber who originated WPA’s “Adopt an Air-
port” program.  The couple was killed in 
1982 while airplane camping in Canada.   

The 34th annual Northwest Aviation 
Conference and Trade Show is slated for 
February 25-26, 2017 at the Puyallup Fair 
Grounds.  

The event has grown to over 75 hours 
of Safety Seminars and 122,000 square feet 
of aviation displays with an annual atten-
dance of over 10,000 aviation enthusiasts.
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dropdown menu. Please be sure to use the 
dropdown menus for selecting your correct 
size and the embroidery you want. A sizing 
chart is also available. Don’t forget that larg-
er quantity and special event orders receive 
special pricing. Call Lynn - (360) 709-0483 
- directly for details.

What a great way to show your support 
for all the 
great things 
that WPA 
does for GA 
in Washing-
ton State and 
to show your 
pride in your 
local chapter!

C h e c k 
in at the 
wpaflys.org 
website.

Since becoming a reality last fall, the 
WPA Online Apparel Store has been a huge 
success with members throughout the state. 
This partnership with our approved vendor, 
Budd Bay Apparel, allows WPA members to 
purchase a variety of Official WPA embroi-
dered merchandise from the WPA Online 
Store. All embroidery is the highest quality. 
Please allow four to six weeks for order de-
livery as orders are collected by the vendor 
and produced all at once. By grouping orders 
and running them together, we can keep the 
costs down, although some wait times might 
be a bit longer.

While the Online Store is now closed to 
new orders, be sure to check the wpaflys.org 
website often to check for new offerings and 
store re-opening date. Apparel and caps are 
available with the Official WPA logo with-
out a Chapter personalization, or with your 
Chapter’s personalization available from a 

The annual Appropriations process is 
underway in Congress, and the Recreational 
Aviation Foundation (RAF) points out that 
specific language supporting backcountry 
airstrips was included in the Senate Trans-
portation Appropriations Committee report at 
the request of Montana’s U.S. Senator Steve 
Daines.  “Increasing accessibility to public 
lands and providing another recourse in case 
of emergencies is great news for Montana 
pilots and passengers,” Senator Daines said. 
“Montana ingenuity is providing a roadmap 
for planes to get to previously inaccessible 
resources,” he added.  Senator Daines had 
crafted language specific to Montana, but it 
was broadened to cover Federal lands. The 
official Transportation and Housing and 
Urban Development budget report was ap-
proved by unanimous consent.        On page 
30, it reads: Landing Strips.—The Commit-
tee finds that backcountry landing strips on 
Federal lands are important assets to the na-
tional aviation infrastructure. The Committee 
recommends the FAA assist Federal Land 

John McKenna and Montana U.S Senator Steve Daines December 30, 2016

Backcountry Airstrips 
Supported in U.S. Budget 
Report

Managers, including but not limited to the 
Bureau of Land Management, United States 
Forest Service, and National Park Service in 
charting airstrips located on Federal Lands 
that are and may be useful for administrative, 
recreational, and emergency purposes.  “This 
demonstrates that the RAF mission is worthy 
of federal endorsement,” RAF President John 
McKenna said. “We understand that Com-
mittee action can initiate agency action, get-
ting closer to boots on the ground,” he add-
ed.  McKenna credits the efforts of the RAF 
and its aviation partners for emphasizing the 
importance of recreational access to federal 
lands to policymakers. “Thanks to Montana’s 
Senator Daines for creating a template that 
we’d like to see carried across the country,” 
he said.

The Recreational Aviation Foundation 
is a public 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 
formed in 2003 to preserve, maintain and cre-
ate airstrips for recreational access. Its head-
quarters are 1711 W. College St., Bozeman, 
MT 59715 www.TheRAF.org.

Carmine Mowbray, RAF Publicity Liaison

Shop The Official WPA 
Apparel Online Store!

Moody Aviation at Felts Field in Spo-
kane is again offering their Annual Safety 
Seminar and IA Renewal Seminar to Gen-
eral Aviation students and pilots.  The 
Safety Seminar is scheduled for March 2-3, 
2017, followed by the IA Renewal Seminar 
on Saturday, March 4.  Both events are free 
of charge. 

This year’s program will focus on 
Human Factors in aviation with a theme 
of Millennials in Mission Aviation: Keys 
to Mobilizing, Mentoring and Empower-
ing a New Generation of Mission Avia-

Annual Moody Aviation 
Safety Seminar

tors. Jolene Erlacher, founder of Leading 
Tomorrow, will be the keynote speaker as 
speakers discuss how culture and core rela-
tionships directly affect safety.

There is an impressive lineup of speak-
ers for the IA seminar this year. It will be 
an opportunity to review various aspects of 
maintenance and get an update from the FAA.  

The seminars will be set up on the 
FAAST website and WINGS credits will be 
available for qualifying sessions. 

Links for both events should be avail-
able shortly.

lation to create a community aviation revital-
ization loan program.  This will create a loan 
fund for navigation to proceed with needed 
airport projects.  This type of support is des-
perately needed to keep our airports in good 
condition for our future aviation needs.

HB 1400 is an aviation specialty li-
cense plate bill. This is something I have 
thought about since coming to the Legisla-
ture.  We have secured the necessary spon-
sor, designed the plate and have well over 
the 3500 names needed to move forward.  

The transportation chair has agreed to 
give the bill a hearing.  The money raised 
by the license plate sales will go toward 
maintenance of state owned back country 
airports.

I felt it was good business to put forth 
this legislation since aviation and aerospace 
is such an important part of Washington state 
and it will continue to grow in the future.

I am truly excited about this project and 
hope you will consider purchasing an avia-
tion plate once the bill is passed.

Increasing Grants (Continued from page 1)

The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Asso-
ciation (AOPA) Air Safety Institute (ASI) 
has launched a new industry-wide initia-
tive, the Safety Alliance, which brings 
general aviation safety education resources 
together in one location online and makes it 
easier for pilots to find a variety of content 
all in one place.

Organized by topic on ASI’s Safety 
Spotlight web pages, and also on the Safety 
Alliance web page, the content is free to all 
pilots and for the first time, allows them to 
find the information they want, without hav-
ing to search multiple websites, officials 
note.  Topics cover the spectrum of safety-
related materials.

“ASI is proud to provide a common 
platform for anyone who is passionate 
about aviation safety education.  Further 

Safety Alliance Launches
By General Aviation News Staff

improvements to GA safety requires a 
team effort and isn’t something we can do 
alone,” said AOPA Senior Vice President 
Aviation Strategy & Programs Katie Pribyl.  
“We know that many other organizations 
provide high-quality safety-focused con-
tent and we want to make it easy for pilots 
to find that information.”

The launch of the Safety Alliance is the 
result of a collaboration between ASI and 
several general aviation companies and orga-
nizations, including: ASA, Jason Blair, Flight 
Chops, Garmin, Hartzell Propeller, Leidos, 
Rod Machado, MzeroA, PilotWorkshops.
com, Sportys, TBM, and The Finer Points.

New programs will be added regularly, 
so pilots are encouraged to visit often for the 
latest in general aviation safety education, 
AOPA officials add.

ADVERTISE IN WPA WINGS!
Ad rates & info at http://www.wpaflys.org/wings.html
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FREE
SHIPPING

Why Choose Pacific Coast Avionics For Your Next Avionics Installation?
Simple. Because avionics is what we do, and we do it better than anyone. PCA installs more Garmin 
avionics than anyone on the West Coast! From basic installs to complete panel and glass retrofits – 
call the leader in experience, great service and value pricing – Call Pacific Coast Avionics!

2 5  Y E A R S  O F  G I V I N G  P I LO T S  T H E  B E S T  P R I C I N G  A N D  B E S T  S E R V I C E !

STRATUS 2 ADS-B Receiver
for use with ForeFlight APP,
providing FREE weather
and traffic. AHRS provides
attitude reference and
ForeFlight Synthetic Vision!
STRATUS 2S w/AHRS.................$899

GARMIN

G5 EFIS
Now STC’d
$2,149
G5 EFIS
for Experimentals

$1,199

4CALL FOR QUOTE!3

GTX-335/GTX-345

MODE S/ES Transponder with Optional
Built-In WAAS GPS & ADS-B “In”

STRATUS-ESG Transponder
• ADS-B Out Transponder
• Internal WAAS GPS w/Antenna
• Interfaces to Stratus series $2,995

APPAREO

RV-10

MOONEY 231

MAULE MT-7

PIPER CHEYENNE

APRIL 14th 2105 
The morning FSS weather check told 

us that we were definitely on a Back-To-
Barrow track!  We reconfigured our gear 
(Thank You Bob!), planned for every pos-
sible contingency for the remote flight, and 
headed to the airport.  There was a lot to 
do prior to departure, as we found 59N to 
be a very frosty little gal that morning.  We 
began gradually heating her interior, and 
started working on the significant layer of 
crusty build-up on her wings and fuselage.   
Our wing-cleaning effort was a study of 
environment vs metal: It was not enough to 
just scrape the frost off; If the wing was not 
perfectly dry, then “Bingo!  Frozen again!”  
Our supply of de-icer and towels was per-
fect.  It was only as we ran out of both, that 
we finally had her completely frost-free.  
Then, we were faced with the not so insig-
nificant chore of getting her out of her icy, 
rutted, slightly uphill tie-down!  The abun-
dant supply of “Southern Hospitality” that 
had so impressed us upon our arrival, was 
now nowhere to be seen!  Airport Ops had 
no assistance available, period!  The tower 
seemed downright shocked that we should 
even be asking them who to call, and had 
no suggestions.  As we looked at the 30 
foot piles of snow that had been cleared 
from the taxiways, and the row upon row 
of frozen-fast-to-the-tarmac aircraft, we 
had the crazy notion that this situation 
may have arisen before!  As visiting avia-
tors, we were truly “out-in-the-cold”!  We 
eyed a large tug that was close by.  And, as 
if by simply wishing it to be available to 
us, made it so, then, “Presto!”, the opera-
tor came out to reposition one of their own 
planes, and he graciously pulled us out in a 
jiffy.  Now, we were free to take those sled 
dogs where they really wanted to go!

Departing Fairbanks (PAFA) on 02R, 
our route was an uneventful, though amaz-
ingly scenic, 177 mile flight along the 
Victor 444 Airway, crossing the Yukon, 
and arriving in Bettles, 35 miles north 
of the Arctic Circle. We noted our Arctic 
Circle crossing with “High Fives” for a 
bucket-list-item checkoff!  We could see 

Barrow or Bust Part five in a series of 
WPA member Maureen Griggs’ trip to Alaska By Maureen Griggs

the Brooks Range to the north; Our very-
soon-to-be next challenge.  The Bettles 
runway surface was compact snow and ice, 
so I pulled a Slo-Mo-approach out of my 
bag of flight tricks, and landed as though 
we were right at home in Bellingham.  In 
the weeks to come, it would become a 
slushy and graveled runway; Not a place 
I would want to take 59N’s gear doors or 
prop!   Our timing and circumstances re-
mained in the “Awesome” column!  We ar-
rived just ahead of a large NASA Sherpa 
aircraft, also headed to Barrow.  Luckily, 
we landed before them, as they were still at 
the fuel pump, an hour later, when we de-
parted!  While I settled the fuel bill at the 
Bettles Lodge, Peggy got a first-rate tour 
of the Sherpa, whose mission was testing 
the air quality over the Brooks Range, and 
the North Slope.  The Bettles Lodge was a 
very pleasant spot, full of warm Alaskan 
Ambiance that makes one want to return 
without any goal other than to sit in front 
of the crackling fire, and watch the snow 
fall.  But, today, we definitely had more on 
our agenda than to watch the snow fall!

Fueled, fed, fresh, and keen to take 
advantage of a weather window that 
could dissipate at any time, we departed 
Bettles on the flight of my bucket-list 
dreams!   We were quickly in the midst of 
the Brooks Range, which is actually the 
very beginning of the lower forty-eight’s 
own Rocky Mountain Range.  North of 
Bettles, the chart showed a “trail” almost 
the entire way to Anaktuvuk Pass, but it 
was long-ago heavily snow-covered, and 
offered very little in the way of positional 
awareness.  Our trusty Garmin 430 was our 
best friend at that point, as the peaks and 
valleys all looked alike in these new-to-us 
mountains.   We departed Victor 444 for a 
more easterly course at the 56 mile BTT 
VOR point, opting to remain over lower 
terrain, and weaving through the four to 
six thousand foot peaks that surrounded 
us completely.  It was a breath-taking and 
beautiful flight through the Brooks, but 
our “Oohs” and Aahs” were tempered by 
the amazing and dramatic remoteness, 

which kept us constantly alert to the purr-
ing of the engine, and the functioning of 
our instruments.  Upon reaching Anak-
tuvuk Pass (AKP), we checked out the 
rudimentary airstrip from the air.  It was 
the only runway in the 300-plus desolate 
miles between Bettles and Barrow.  It was 
not on our A-List of landing spots, but it 
sure took first place on the B-List!  Shortly 
after Anaktuvuk Pass, the Brooks Range 
abruptly gave way to the featureless arc-
tic tundra.  The North Slope is awash with 
standing water, as the temperatures are too 
cold to enable any significant evaporation 
and the permafrost prevents vertical drain-
age.  This leaves all the moisture trapped 
on the surface to form thaw lakes, bogs, 
water tracks, ice wedge polygons and frost 
boils.  The thaw lake that most interested 
me, Watermelon Lake, was a landmark ad-
jacent to the BRW VOR 121 mile Radial 
on Victor 444.  It was an isolated and dis-
tinct formation on the airway that would 
confirm our distance from Barrow.  How-
ever, due to the solid snow cover, we were 
not sure if it could be spotted.  Right on 

schedule, however, it came into view, its 
depression in the earth, created shadows 
that allowed the contours to be seen, de-
spite the fact that it was indeed a lake of 
white in a larger “Sea of White”.  About 
now, this “Sea of White”, along with a 
thickening haze (White, of course!) was 
beginning to be an issue for me, though, 
not so much for Peggy.  While I did not 
experience any spatial disorientation due 
to the never-ending-white in all quadrants, 
I suspect that I began to suffer from a hint 
of snow-blindness.  I flew on and off with 
closed eyes, but that offered only fleeting 
relief, and my innate curiosity just refused 
to let them stay closed, or to miss a single 
moment of this remarkable flight!  A small 
price to pay, a persistent eyeball-ache be-
came a nuisance that would remain until 
we landed!

Approaching Barrow, on Victor 444, 
we descended, and made a downwind ap-
proach from the south to runway 07.  The 
runway is well maintained, and our arrival 

(Continued on page 8)

North from Bettles: The Brooks Range
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 2/1 6:00pm Arlington Chapter Meets
    Buzz Inn Restaurant at 5200 172nd St NE, Arlington
 2/2 7:00pm Museum of Flight Wells Fargo First Thursday - KBFI
 2/3 Noon Friday Harbor Fly Out - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 2/3 6:00pm Paine Chapter Meets - KPAE
 2/4 9:00am Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out - Regal Air, Paine Field
 2/4 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets - Sandersons Pilot Center
 2/5 10:00am Arlington Chapter Meets - Arlington Flight Services Flight School
 2/9 6:00pm Anacortes Chapter Meeting - Micro Aerodynamics hangar
 2/9 7:00pm North Sound Chapter Meets
    Whatcom Educational Credit Union, 600 E. Holly St., Bellingham
 2/10 Noon Friday Harbor Fly Out - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 2/11  WAAAM Air & Auto Museum Open House - K4S2 - Ken Jernstedt Airfield 
    1600 Air Museum Rd, Hood River, OR
 2/10 7:00pm Green River Chapter Meets - Evergreen Sky Ranch (51WA)
    Evergreen Chapter
 2/11 9:00am Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out - Regal Air, Paine Field
 2/11 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets - Sandersons Pilot Center
 2/11 10:00am Harvey Field Chapter Meets - Snohomish Flying Service, Hangar 15
 2/14 6:00pm Twin Harbors Chapter Meets - Ocean Shores, TBD
 2/15 6:00pm Spokane Chapter Meets - Darcy’s, 10502 E Sprague Ave, Spokane Valley
 2/16 6:00pm Yakima WPA/EAA 206 Meets - KYKM
    Hangar 1, Yakima Air Park, off Ahtanum Blvd. on 21st Ave
 2/16 8:00pm Olympia Chapter Meets - Pearson Air  
 2/16 8:00pm Clallam County Chapter Meets - Rite Bros. Aviation
    Port Angeles Fairchild International Airport (CLM)
 2/17 Noon Friday Harbor Fly Out - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 2/18 9:00am Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out - Regal Air, Paine Field
 2/18 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets - Sandersons Pilot Center
 2/22 7:00pm Tri Cities Chapter Meets - Bergstroms (KPSC)
 2/23 6:00pm Deer Park Chapter Meets
    Deer Park Airport (KDEW) Administration Building 
 2/24 Noon Friday Harbor Fly Out - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 2/25  34th Annual Northwest Aviation Conference - Puyallup Fairgrounds
 2/26  WPA Annual Meeting - Puyallup Fairgrounds 
 2/26  34th Annual Northwest Aviation Conference - Puyallup Fairgrounds
 2/25 9:00am Pendleton EAA219 Pancake Breakfast - Pendleton, OR KPDT
 2/25 9:00am Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out - Regal Air, Paine Field
 2/25 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets - Sandersons Pilot Center

AVIATION ACTIVITY CALENDAR

SEE MORE AT WPAFLYS.ORG
POST YOUR EVENT TO THE CALENDAR!!

Have an event coming up?
Go to:  http://bit.do/wpacalendar and post your event!

FEBRUARY 2017

MARCH 2017

Chapter Presidents, please verify time and location of meetings.
Any changes contact WINGS@WPAFLYS.ORG

 3/1 6:00pm Arlington Chapter Meets
    Buzz Inn Restaurant at 5200 172nd St NE, Arlington
 3/3 Noon Friday Harbor Fly Out - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 3/3 6:00pm Paine Chapter Meets - KPAE
 3/4 9:00am Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out - Regal Air, Paine Field
 3/4 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets - Sandersons Pilot Center
 3/5 10:00am Arlington Chapter Meets - Arlington Flight Services Flight School
 3/9 7:00pm North Sound Chapter Meets
    Whatcom Educational Credit Union, 600 E. Holly St., Bellingham
 3/10 Noon Friday Harbor Fly Out - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 3/11  WAAAM Air & Auto Museum Open House - K4S2 - Ken Jernstedt Airfield 
    1600 Air Museum Rd, Hood River, OR
 3/11 9:00am Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out - Regal Air, Paine Field
 3/11 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets - Sandersons Pilot Center
 3/11 10:00am Harvey Field Chapter Meets - Snohomish Flying Service, Hangar 15
 3/14 6:00pm Twin Harbors Chapter Meets - Ocean Shores, TBD
 3/15 6:00pm Spokane Chapter Meets - Darcy’s, 10502 E Sprague Ave, Spokane Valley
 3/16 6:00pm Okanogan and Ferry County Chapter Meets - Rotates
 3/16 6:00pm Yakima WPA/EAA 206 Meets - KYKM
    Hangar 1, Yakima Air Park, off Ahtanum Blvd. on 21st Ave
 3/16 8:00pm Clallam County Chapter Meets - Rite Bros. Aviation
    Port Angeles Fairchild International Airport (CLM)
 3/16 8:00pm Olympia Chapter Meets - Pearson Air  
 3/17 Noon Friday Harbor Fly Out - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 3/18 9:00am Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out - Regal Air, Paine Field
 3/18 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets - Sandersons Pilot Center
 3/22 7:00pm Tri Cities Chapter Meets - Bergstroms (KPSC)
 3/24 Noon Friday Harbor Fly Out - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)
 3/25 9:00am VFR Pilot Bootcamp - 600 NE. 267th Ave., Camas, WA 98607
    SW Chapter WPA
 3/25 9:00am Pendleton EAA219 Pancake Breakfast - Pendleton, OR KPDT
 3/25 9:00am Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out - Regal Air, Paine Field
 3/25 10:00am Shelton Chapter Meets - Sandersons Pilot Cente
 3/31 Noon Friday Harbor Fly Out - Friday Harbor (Bremerton Chapter)

was as nondescript as the location was 
remarkable!  The order of events at this 
point, was a bit backwards, to say the least: 
To have visited the locale, and then to ar-
rive, was a bit of a twist in the usual flow of 
events!  It did not rise to the level of The-
World-Turning-Backwards-on-it-Axis, but 
it was definitely an oddity of sequencing.  

The Flight Service Station welcomed us 
into their warm little sanctuary, gave us 
weather for our southbound route, and 
shared some Barrow aviation tidbits with 
us.  One of those tidbits was regarding the 
ice fog, which can descend very quickly, 
creating an IMC environment within five 
minutes.  This well-intentioned “sharing” 
did little to ease my impatience with the 
fueling procedures.  Eskimo Inc. (The only 
fuel game in town, for which you pay dear-
ly just to move their truck!) was an outfit, 
about which we had been well advised.  It 
is well known that they operate on “Island- 
Time, Barrow-Style”.  Now, I was experi-
encing their “Island Time” in action (Or, 
should I say “inaction”?) as we awaited 

the arrival of their fuel truck!  After finally 
showing up, there was yet again, another 
long delay, as they had forgotten the clip-
board that held all the paperwork forms!  
Peggy snapped a photo of me and Eskimo 
Inc, from the FSS window as we both wait-
ed.  I’m not sure what a psychologist might 
say about my body language captured in 
that photo, but seeing it, even months later, 
I remember the translation clearly!

Departure from Barrow was a wel-
come escape from the very thought of 
any fast-forming freezing fog.  Retracing 
our route along Victor 444 was a just-
been-there-just-done-that leg, however, 
facing the Brooks Range, the mountains 
presented a welcome contrast to the con-
stant-white tableau, and my eyeballs were 
much happier as a result.  For a change, 
and with the weather still ideal, we de-
cided to forego Anaktuvuk Pass, climb a 
few thousand feet, remain on the airway, 
and go straight over the mountains to 

Bettles.  It was another spectacular flight 
among those pristine and stunning peaks; 
not Alaska’s highest, but they are among 
the most remote in the world!  What a 
privilege it was to be right here, right 
now!  Southbound, we bypassed Bettles, 
as we had more than adequate fuel re-
serves to fly to Fairbanks.  Retracing our 

route, we spotted two landmarks that we 
had not noticed on the trip north:  The 
point where the pipeline disappears as it 
goes under ground and the bridge over the 
Yukon River.  The Barrow FSS special-
ists had advised us of isolated convective 
activity north of Fairbanks, and, right on 
schedule, there it was!  The unstable pea-
soup ahead sent us scurrying off the air-
way to the east, descending and hill-hop-
ping to avoid the afternoon thunderstorms 
that were between us and Fairbanks.  It 
was an introduction to beginners-bush-
piloting 101, and we passed!   

After tucking 59N back into her tie-
down spot at PAFA, we wrapped her wings 
with plastic (The bargain basement ver-

sion of wing covers) in hopes of avoiding 
the prep time to defrost her the following 
morning.  As our tie-down was just adja-
cent to the tower, I suspect we presented 
them with plenty of entertainment that 
evening, as we labored to secure our un-
conventional defrost-solution.  I am happy 
to report, that the following morning, there 
was not a bit of frost on the wings!  Coin-
cidently, there wasn’t any snow or ice on 
the tarmac either!  It had become down-
right balmy!  A bonus: The wind had repo-
sitioned the covers of the right wing only a 
short distance, so we didn’t have far to go 
to collect our handiwork!  All in all, with 
no frost on the wings, one can’t say our 
methodology didn’t work!

Feeling quite satisfied with ourselves, 
the flights of the day, all that we had ex-
perienced, and, for me, a long-standing 
bucket list ticked off, we took our tired 
little team of sled dogs “home” to plan the 
long slog back to Bellingham! 

Downwind to Base at Barrow

Fueling with Eskimo INC

Barrow or Bust (Continued from page 7)


