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Later this month you may see an email or 
an invoice from the State WPA. You may see 
correspondence from your local chapter. You may 

get a phone call . . .  Or you may want to go to our / your website, www.wpaflys.org and 
join on-line . . . click on the button you see above “Join or Renew On-line, Today”. If you 
elect to use the website, and we encourage you to do so, know that the information you 
provide (excluding credit card data) is shared with your selected chapter. 

And, we now have a spot for PAC (Political Action Committee) donations . . . it is 
called Legislative Affairs. We are in need of immediate funds to make our point to those 
local politicians in control our most precious airports. We are now privileged to have the 
services of a professional lobbyist in Olympia, Mr. Chris Cheney. The strategies he has 
outlined along with suggestions from AOPA will require funding. That said any expenditures 
for political action will be at the discretion of your Board of Directors.

So, “Has your personal Ox been gored”? We have 25,000 pilots living in the State of 

Here we go again…
the 2009 Membership 
Drive is officially 
underway

Washington and less than 4% belong to the WPA. We believe that many sit on the sidelines 
because they have not been personally affected by loss of privilege. I talked about this 
last issue . . . “capacity” (operations and storage) and “equal access”. If you have a hangar 
what do you care about a 2 year wait list or a three year construction moratorium? What 
do you care if some local homeowners complain about noise . . . they decided to buy a 
home near your airport . . . after all the airport was there first? And, who cares about lease 
agreements at the other guy’s airport? I don’t fly to BFI so what do I care about a $35 ramp 
fee? I think you get the picture . . . 

But let’s be pragmatic. The WPA has a lot more to offer then just Advocacy. Inside 
this issue you will find an updated Member Benefits page. As this continues to grow more 
money comes back into your pocket. In fact just one fuel vendor alone can pay for your 
membership after just one or two tanks of gas. For those pilots interested in the Social 
Activities check out the Calendar of Events. And this is only a sample of what some of our 
18 chapters have to offer. You will also see Owner Maintenance Seminars conducted by 
Jim Faustina, Safety and Education Director . . . they can save you a ton of money.

One final thought . . . if you haven’t seen the movie “16 Right” . . . do it. I’ll even 
lend my copy to a Chapter for a meeting. The story line is all about why we fly. It’s about 
General Aviation and the joy we all get from being “up-there”. And it’s also about how 
getting up there is becoming more and more difficult. The difficulties are not the cost of 
aircraft or the operational expenses. The challenges are coming from the political side 
where individuals and groups don’t know or care about us. And the one clear message 
behind the movie . . . “your ox has already been gored”. It is time you get involved before 
we bleed to death. 

Urban Sprawl – Airports 
– and you???
By John Townsley, WPA Legislative Director

Cancer is a terrible disease that wastes the body and leads to an untimely death.  Urban 
sprawl is a cancer that kills airports.  Just as cancer saps vitality from our bodies, urban 
sprawl disrupts normal airport functions and diverts resources from aviation to dealing 
with noise complaints and fending off activists determined to close the airport.  Eventually 
sprawl smothers airports by depriving them of community support.  When this happens, 
airports wither and die.  Evergreen, Martha Lake, Blaine, Issaquah, and a host of other 
Washington airports have succumbed to the cancer of urban sprawl.

Arguments that the “airport was here first” carry little weight with residents located in 
noise sensitive areas beneath the flight path.  Pat Moore, Manager of Pangborn Memorial 
Airport tells about meeting a new resident of Fancher Heights near Wenatchee’s Pangborn 
Memorial Airport a couple of years ago soon after he moved from the Puget Sound area.  
“You need to move the approach into the airport – the airplanes are noisy,” he said.   When 
Pat explained that aircraft have used the approach over Fancher Heights for over 30 years, 
he was not convinced.  He told her “that was before 10,000 people lived up here…”  

You’ve probably heard of the two fatal accidents near North Las Vegas that occurred 
within a week of one another in August this year.  One was an experimental flown by a very 
experienced pilot.  He lost his engine shortly after takeoff.  With no place to go he crashed 
into a house killing himself and an elderly couple who lived in the home.  Less than a week 
later a second aircraft, a Piper Navajo, lost an engine and history nearly repeated itself.  In 
response to these tragic, yet foreseeable accidents, Clark County Aviation Director Randy 
Walker has called for banning experimental aircraft and other “small” airplanes from North 
Las Vegas Airport.  Notice how little open space remains around North Las Vegas in the 

Figure 1. North Las Vegas Air Terminal - Urban Sprawl is in all directions. It is over 5 
miles from the runway to the nearest unpopulated area located northwest of the airport.
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877-676-1229
208-676-1229

Fax 208-676-8638
1110 W. Park Place

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

Google earth image on page 1.  Were these risks known, and was the potential for accidents 
foreseeable when building permits were issued for the subdivisions built around North Las 
Vegas airport?  Darn right they were.

If you think we’re 
immune to cancerous 
sprawl here in eastern 
Washington or in north 
Idaho, think again.  Last 
year Bruce Kennedy, 
former CEO of Alaska 
Airlines was killed when 
he hit a tree while landing 
at Cashmere Dryden.  His 
Cessna 182Q crashed into 
a parking lot just a few 
hundred feet from the 
threshold of runway 25.  
Recently an unfortunate 
pilot from Spokane was 
killed when he developed 
engine trouble shortly after 
takeoff and crashed into a 
school yard just east of the 
Coeur d’Alene airport.

D e v e l o p e r s  a r e 
building homes, subdividing land, and putting high density apartment buildings beneath 
the flight path of Spokane International, Spokane Felts Field, and Fairchild Air Force Base.  
Much of what looks like open space near these airports is already slated to sprout houses, 
apartment buildings, shopping malls, and other developments that don’t coexist well with 
airports.

Land use, zoning, and imaginary surfaces are the anti-oxidants that protect airports 
from the cancerous growth of urban sprawl.  City and County Comprehensive Plans are 
the vitamin C known to ward off colds (noise complaints and neighborhood anti-airport 
activism).  Healthy living is how the pilot survives who knows where he’ll put his plane 
when the engine goes silent and he’s suddenly flying a glider.  Vitamin C (a well designed 
Comprehensive Plan) and healthy living (pilots knowing their ‘engine out’ options BEFORE 
pushing the throttle forward) are more than just ‘a good idea’.  

Unfortunately, attending an evening meeting to help create the City or County 
Comprehensive Plan is as appealing to most of us as rigorous exercise and eating lots 
of broccoli.  Getting your pilot/aircraft owner perspective into community plans takes 
effort.  Just as eating vegetables and lean cuisine leads to a longer, fuller life, a well crafted 
Comprehensive Plan will keep your airport viable for years to come.  As we age it’s tougher 
to keep our cholesterol and blood sugars within limits.  Good eating habits developed in 
our youth help us out as we age.  Input to the Comprehensive Plans is best done early.  Very 
early.  Once the City Council or County Commissioners approve a Comprehensive Plan 
it’s set in stone until the next revision cycle… about five years. Appeals of poor land use 
decisions, such as placing a day care beneath the final approach, won’t protect the airport 
if the Comprehensive Plan doesn’t address land uses incompatible with aviation. 

So join the planning conversation early.  Don’t wait for the school, subdivision, or 
day care to show up.  Participate in the process from the beginning until the plan is signed.  
Then watch the City or County closely to assure that the good work built into the approved 
Comprehensive Plan is not compromised by short sighted (and sometimes ignorant) 
governments eager to promote development near airports.  

Vegetables and Vitamin C (Comp Plans) aren’t for everyone.  Healthy living (knowing 
your engine out procedures and options) is for everyone.  Review your engine out procedures.  
Today, now!  Next time you push the throttle, know where you’ll land the plane should 
it become a glider.  You owe it to yourself, to your family, and to the innocents who just 
happen to live beneath the flight path.

Urban Sprawl (Continued from page 1)

Figure 2. Coeur d’Alene Airport and Atlas Elementary, site of 
a recent fatal plane crash.
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Membership Benefits Program 

Use your Membership Card to reduce your flying costs 
 

Membership in the WPA, HAS BENEFITS!  In fact, you could even argue that your membership can be free!  Simply show 
your WPA Membership Card and purchase services from these business partners.  The more you participate, the more 
you save --- soon, you will find you have saved the cost of your WPA membership (and more!!!!). 

Business and Contact Location Type of Benefit Offered 
AC Propeller Service 
Mike Worden 
206-762-1225 

KBFI • 10% discount on Propeller and Governor overhauls, 
repairs, and sales 

Barnstormers Restaurant KYKM • 10% Discount on food 
Bergstrom Aircraft, Inc. KPSC • .10 (10 cent) discount per gallon on fuel. 

• 10% off pilot supplies and gift shop items; including our 
wonderful Washington wines! 

• Cannot be combined with any other discounts. 
Lustick Law Firm 
222 Grand Avenue 
Suite A 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
360-685-4221 
jeff@lustick.com 

KBLI • 15% discount on our rates and fees to any current WPA 
member, and 20% off to members for wills, powers of 
attorney, and living wills.  Also, on FAA airman 
suspension or revocation issues, we can arrange to fly 
to the client for an at-airport consultation, or if the 
client is flying to my office for any reason, we will 
provide free transport to/from KBLI. 

McCormick Air Center 
Teresa Hart 
509-348-1680 

KYKM • .25 (cent) per gallon discount on fuel (Full Service) 
• 10% Discount on VFR/IFR Certification 

10% Discount on I-COM and Garmin  Handheld Radio 
and GPS 

McAllister Museum 
Roberta Dela Houssaye 
509-457-4933 
Call to arrange 

KYKM • .10 (cent) per gallon discount on fuel 

Northwest Aviation Center 
Dave Wheeler 
425-438-0596 

KPAE • $75.00 (regularly $90.00) discounted price towards a 
Flight Review; one hour instructor flight time and one 
hour ground time. 

Pilot Training 
Mike Shiflett 
www.pilottraining.com 

Web Benefit • We will offer a 10% discount to WPA members.  Go to 
http://www.pilottraining.com and use coupon code 
wpa (all lower case). 

Seattle Avionics 
Allan Negrin 
425-806-0249 

www.seattleavionics.com 

Software Discount  MSRP Current WPA 
 List/Retail Website Member

Product Price Price Price 
    

VFR Preflight Bundle 
 $        

229  
$        

199  
$        

149  

IFR Preflight Bundle 
 $        

429  
$        

349  
$        

249  

EFB Bundle 
 $        

599  
$        

499  
$        

349  

Any individual module  $         $       $        
(below) 199  149  99  

• Smart Plan Express 
• Smart Plan Premier 
• SmartPlates 
• GlassView 
• XM (Software Only) 

Tsuniah Lake Lodge 
Eric Brebner 
250-392-5612 
Brebner@shaw.ca 

British Columbia, 
Canada 

• 10% discount on lodging 

 

If you know of an aviation-related business that would be interested in participating, have them contact Les Flue at 
les@lesflue.com 

Use your Membership Card to Participate 
 

To take advantage of the Membership Benefits Program, you must be a current, paid up member of the WPA.  Simply 
contact the Business Partner, show them your WPA membership card (you can obtain your membership card by signing 
onto the WPA membership program and printing your copy from there), and mention that you would like to use the 
Membership Benefits Program. 

Pireps Welcome! 
 

When you do use the program, we would love to hear from you.  How was your experience?  Simply send an email to 
Les Flue at les@lesflue.com with your PIREP.  Make sure that you put “Membership Benefit PIREP” in the subject line. 

If you would like to recommend a business from your area to become a partner, simply send an email to Les Flue 
(les@lesflue.com) with your recommendation. Or, print out the accompanying application and introductory letter and 
have them forward their information as instructed. 

Let’s all go out and fly; sign up Business Partners; and Give ‘Em the Business! 

Membership Benefits Program
Use your Membership Card to reduce your fl ying costs

Membership in the WPA, HAS BENEFITS!  In fact, you could even argue that your 
membership can be free!  Simply show your WPA Membership Card and purchase services 
from these business partners.  The more you parti cipate, the more you save --- soon, you 
will fi nd you have saved the cost of your WPA membership (and more!!!!).

If you know of an aviati on-related business that would be interested in parti cipati ng, have 
them contact Les Flue at les@lesfl ue.com

Use your Membership Card to Parti cipate
To take advantage of the Membership Benefi ts Program, you must be a current, paid 
up member of the WPA.  Simply contact the Business Partner, show them your WPA 
membership card (you can obtain your membership card by signing onto the WPA 
membership program and printi ng your copy from there), and menti on that you would 
like to use the Membership Benefi ts Program.

Pireps Welcome!
When you do use the program, we would love to hear from you.  How was your experience?  
Simply send an email to Les Flue at les@lesfl ue.com with your PIREP.  Make sure that you 
put “Membership Benefi t PIREP” in the subject line.

If you would like to recommend a business from your area to become a partner, simply 
send an email to Les Flue (les@lesfl ue.com) with your recommendati on. Or, print out the 
accompanying applicati on and introductory lett er and have them forward their informati on 
as instructed.

Let’s all go out and fl y; sign up Business Partners; and Give ‘Em the Business!

The following WPA State offices are up for election at the WPA Annual 
General Meeting to be held in February 2009 at the 26th Annual 

Northwest Aviation Conference and Trade Show in Puyallup:
President

Vice-President, West
Director at Large

Membership Director
Communications Director

Legislative Director
If you would like to run for one of these offices or know of a fellow 
WPA member who would be a good candidate, please contact Dave 

Lucke at 509-994-0323 or Jim Smith at 425-774-8497.

The following WPA State offices are up for election at the WPA Annual 
General Meeting to be held in February 2009 at the 26th Annual 

WPA Wants You!
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For those pilots familiar with the Tacoma Narrows Airport (TIW) it has been a long 
rough road to enhance this wonderful aviation asset. By design, omission or lack of political 
will, TIW has had little to cheer about over the past 10 plus years . . . very little construction, 
high turn over, no direction, etc.  With a 5002 foot runway serviced by an ILS (200’ DH), 
GPS and NDB approaches, this is an airport with great potential. 

The Pierce County public relations press release displayed below should be viewed 
as welcome news for all pilots. County Council Chair Terry Lee said, “. . . this is just step 
one. Now we'll begin to have community meetings so residents can help write the business 
plan for this airport."

This sounds like the perfect time for the WPA and the local area pilots to get involved. 
It’s time to help this airport become what it could be . . . the airport of choice for south 
Puget Sound. 

Wednesday Oct 01 2008 4:04 PM - Council members conduct 
Tuesday's meeting in a hangar at the Tacoma Narrows Airport

With a two-seat biplane parked just feet away, the Pierce County Council last night 
(Sept. 30) unanimously agreed to buy the Tacoma Narrows Airport near Gig Harbor from 
the city of Tacoma.

As part of a $5 million joint purchase agreement with the Peninsula Metropolitan Park 
District (PenMet Parks), the county will pay $3 million for the airport and the park district 
will get nearby Madrona Links Golf Course for $2 million. Councilmembers took the final 
vote in Hangar 1108 of the airport, which council chair and Gig Harbor resident Terry Lee 
says he's wanted the county to purchase since 1992.

"I think we will look back on this evening and be thankful," said Lee (District 7). "But 
this is just step one. Now we'll begin to have community meetings so residents can help 
write the business plan for this airport."

Lee said it made 
sense for Pierce 
County to determine 
the airport's future 
since it contributes 
$20 million each 
year to the county in 
jobs and economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t . 
Having the airport 
i n  t he  coun ty ' s 
portfolio can help 
retain companies like 
Russell Investment 
Group and DaVita 
and attract others, 
Councilmember Tim 
Farrell (District 4) added.

"This is a positive, long-term investment," Farrell said. Councilmember Dick Muri 
(District 6) said the purchase is about keeping a public resource in public hands.

"It is our duty to own this airport," he said. "This is what governments do."
Of the county's $3 million purchase price, $2 million will come from the sale of the 

Elk Plain Road Shop property in Graham and the remaining $1 million is real-estate excise 
tax revenue council members reserved in this year's budget. Lee noted that no general-fund 
dollars would be used and no taxes would be increased to purchase the airport.

http://www.piercecountywa.gov/pc/abtus/ourorg/council

Tacoma Narrows Airport . . . SOLD!

Indiscriminate use of TFR . . . Unacceptable!

8/2382 - !FDC 8/2382 ZSE WA.. FLIGHT RESTRICTIONS CLE ELUM. EFFECTIVE 0810071600 UTC UNTIL 0810082359 UTC. 
PURSUANT TO 14 CFR SECTION 91.137(A)(1) TEMPORARY FLIGHT RESTRICTIONSARE IN EFFECT FOR BLASTING OPERATIONS 
UNDER DIRECTION OF USFS IN THE AIRSPACE AT AND BELOW 8500 FEET MSL WITHIN A 1 NAUTICAL MILE RADIUS OF 
472021N/1205607W OR THE WENATCHEE /EAT/ VOR/DME 244 DEGREE RADIAL AT 29.7 NAUTICAL MILES USFS TELEPHONE 
509-884-3473 IS IN CHARGE OF ONSCENE EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACTIVITY. SEATTLE /ZSE/ ARTCC TELEPHONE 253-351-3520 
IS THE FAA COORDINATION FACILITY.

The uses of TFRs across this state have 
been for the most part benign. However, 
since 9/11 TFRs have been “discovered”. 
Unfortunately, their use has reached 
unacceptable levels . . . especially by many 

non-aviation groups. We understand the 
need for firefighting and presidential TFRs 
when there is eminent danger. But “blasting” 
TFRs? (See the above photo and text).

On October 5th the WPA was informed 

about a temporary flight restriction (TFR) 
located six miles northwest of Cle Elum 
municipal airport (S93).  This TFR prohibited 
entry of all aircraft from 09:00 PDT on 
Tuesday, October 7th through 16:59 PDT 

on Wednesday, October 8th and was from 
the surface to 8,500 feet (about 4,000 feet 
AGL). To restrict airspace for 34 hours 
implies continuous blasting. So just how 
many charges would be deployed . . . one or 
two? Just how big was this threat to aviation? 
Who ordered it and what were the threat 
assessments?  

We followed the phone number trail and 
discovered a whole series of finger pointing. 
First we discovered that the blasting was 
associated with trail construction . . . that 
meant Forest Service involvement. They said 
they requested Lockheed-Martin disseminate 
a NOTAM. FAA officials said that the Forest 
Service requested a TFR. And the contractor 
doing the actual blasting said that he wanted 
a TFR so he could set radio controlled 
blasting caps in the charges on Tuesday and 
shoot on Wednesday.

Regardless, blasting on the small scale 
necessary for trail construction seldom 
requires more than a NOTAM advising 
pilots to avoid flying low over the area, and 
spotters to watch for aircraft overflying the 
blast zone. In many cases even a NOTAM 
is deemed unnecessary since spotters can 
easily hear and see aircraft well away from 
the blast zone.

The WPA has also become aware of 
firefighting TFRs that have a ceiling of 
10,000 feet when the equipment necessary 
for suppression support is operating at 
less then 3000 to 4000 feet. And we have 
experienced TFRs that are still in effect 
long after the last aircraft has returned to 
home base. TFRs are an important tool for 
flight safety . . . but abuse of the system 
needs to stop. 

WPA encourages members to read TFR 
NOTAMS, and if they have questions about 
why a particular TFR is in place to call the 
Agency contact listed in the TFR text or ask 
a member of the WPA Board of Directors 
for assistance.  WPA board member contact 
information is listed on www.wpaflys.org. 
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WPA Chapters Around the State
ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar 
on the airport. Contact Warren Walz via 
email at www@wncpa.com

CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam 
County chapter meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month at Rite Bros (FBO) 
at Port Angeles Fairchild International 
Airport (CLM). Meetings begin at 7:00 
pm, and all are welcome. For more info 
on the Clallam County chapter, contact 
Gary Johnson at 360-452-2340.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current 
meeting schedules, please contact Harley 
Howell, Jr., (509) 684-2105, email swift-
flight@ultraplix.com

DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meet-
ings are usually held on the fourth Friday 
of the month at the Deer Park Administra-
tion Building located near the south end of 
the airport. Meetings begin with a potluck 
dinner at 6:30 pm, a program beginning 
at 7:15, followed by a Chapter business 
meeting. Please contact Roy Lakewold at 
509-276-5733 or email rb177@earthlink.
net for additional information.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River chap-
ter meets for dessert and program at 7:00 
pm on the third Friday of each month from 
October through June at the Auburn Sta-
tion of the Valley Regional Fire Authority 
at 1101 D Street N.E. in Auburn. For more 
information on the Green River chapter, 

email Perry Chinn at hawkfather1@
msn.com

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of each month, year round, at 
10:00 am in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. 
For more information on activities, please 
visit the WPA web site, click on the Har-
vey Field Chapter, and visit the Activities 
Calendar. For more information contact 
Charles Hower at 425-367-8755.

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound chapter meets every second 
Thursday of the month (except during 
June, July and August), at 7:00 pm on the 
second floor of the old Port of Bellingham 
administration building, at Bellingham 
International Airport (BLI). For more 
info on the North Sound chapter, contact 
Wayne Landis at (360) 647-8206, email 
landiswg@comcast.net.

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUN-
TY - The Okanogan & Ferry County
chapter meets on the third Thursday
of the month alternating between Okanogan 
and Tonasket. To confirm meeting details, 
contact Monica Oakes at 509-826-1834, 
emai l  missmonica@webbox .com

OLYMPIA SOUTH SOUND - The Olym-
pia Chapter meets on the 4th Wednesday 
of each month at the Volare Cafe Italiano, 
on the Olympia Airport, west side. The 
meeting’s time is 6 pm for dinner and 
conversation, 7 pm for programs. Contact 
Mark Johnson, President, at markjohn-
son4@comcast.net, 360-754-9622 or El-

lie Heston, Secretary at irish_cubflyer@
yahoo.com

PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets every Saturday morning at 10:00 
am for a fly out lunch. Just show up at the 
Regal FBO. For more information on 
the Paine Field chapter activities, visit 
their website (accessible from the main 
WPA website at www.wpaflys.org), or 
contact Greg Bell at 206-715-0005, email
president@wpa-paine.org.

GREATER SEATTLE - The Greater 
Seattle chapter is looking for a fresh 
infusion of energy. If you’re interested 
in serving on the Board, please call Col-
leen Turner at 425-453-7696 or email 
cturner@cruiseholidaysbellevue.com

SHELTON-SANDERSON - Jack 
Krause, President, 360-426-6272

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter generally 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month, starting at 7:00 pm, at the Pearson 
Air Museum on Pearson Field (VUO), in 
Vancouver. For more information on the 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter, please 
contact Bob Brown at (360) 607-5060.

SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner at 
Marie Callander’s Restaurant, beginning 
at 6:00 pm. (Meeting details are subject 
to change - please call first to check). The 
chapter also conducts a monthly fly-out 

on the Saturday morning following the 
chapter meeting, weather permitting. For 
more information, contact Gary White 
at 509-891-6473, or email gcwhite1@
earthlink.net

TRI-CITIES - Marjy Leggett, President, 
509-547-4347
The Tri-Cities Chapter will hold its first 
membership drive/safety seminar meeting 
on Saturday, November 22. It will start 
at 10:00 am and end at noon and will be 
held in Pasco at Columbia Basin College. 
People flying in to the Tri-Cities Airport 
can request to park below the tower. From 
there it is only a half mile walk to the col-
lege. The topic of the seminar will focus 
on owner maintenance with tips for rent-
ers, as well. Contact: Marjy Leggett (509) 
547-4347 or MarjyL@charter.net

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of 
the month at 6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, 
location TBD. For meeting details and 
more info, contact Fred Winge at (360) 
289-4189, email fwinge@techline.com.

WENATCHEE - Scott Morrison, Presi-
dent, 509-782-0500

YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the first 
Thursday of the month. For meeting
location and other details, contact Den-
nis Klingele at (509) 966-5300, email 
dgklingele@aol.com

Annual WPA Spokane Chapter 
Benefit Auction Dinner
By Tom Morris, WPA Spokane Chapter President Elect

As President Elect for next year I’m trying to get a head start on the program. Addison 
Pemberton has provided many small presentations to our local group in the past years and 
everyone, even my non-pilot wife, walks away from his programs saying WOW! 

 We feel very fortunate that Addison has agreed to be our guest speaker at the Benefit 
Auction this coming year. The Benefit is going to be on February 28, 2009 and will be held 
at Decades in the Spokane Valley, located at University City.  If you wish to spend the night, 
there are motels located on Argonne, Pines, and Sullivan just off the I-90 freeway.

The selection for dinner will be salmon or beef and the cost is $35/person including 
gratuity.  If the local Chapters are interested in coming and taking part in our silent auction 
and being entertained or educated by Addison’s history-making 2008 flying events,  please 
let us know.  

For more information, contact any one of the Spokane board members or chapter 
officers. Addresses and contact information can be found on the WPA website by clicking 
on the Spokane Chapter link – http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/Spokane/Spokane.html.

The Shelton Chapter of the WPA was 
pleased to be part of the 60th anniversary of 
Sanderson Field. Mason County may only 
have a population of 56,000 but they turned 
out in mass to celebrate this wonderful 
airport. In no small part a great deal of 
success goes to the efforts of Rachael Hanson 
for her marketing skills and leveraging her 

Shelton-Sanderson – WPA Chapter – Open House
minimal budget. You know her . . . she is the 
Director for the Puyallup Aviation Trade Fair 
held every February. She just happens to live 
in Shelton . . . what luck!

And to the local pilots at Sanderson 
Field . . . they handled everything to do 
with aircraft . . . the display, safety and 
Young Eagles. Thanks also to our friends at 

Paine Field for sending the cavalry to help 
with flying the Young Eagles. And to John 
Sessions, owner of the P-51 Hell-er Bust and 
his pilot Greg Anders, we owe you big time! 
We estimated attendance at close to 4,000 
visitors. And after the fog burned off we 
put up 213 Young Eagles . . . we might have 

broken Paine Field’s record of 293.  
Open House events like this one take 

a lot of work and effort. But they are so 
critical if we are to begin to change the 
minds of local citizens when it comes 
to their understanding of airports as a 
community asset. 

Over 50 vendors were on display.

Young Eagles ready for first flight. P-51 owned by John Sessions – Pilot Greg Anders
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By Addison Pemberton,
WPA Spokane Chapter: A very humble pilot 
to have lived history up close and personal 
with an increased respect for the Air Mail 
Pioneers

The transcontinental airmail reenactment 
was a trip into a time warp for all of us.  
Ben Scott with Al Holloway in Ben's 1930 
Stearman Jr Speedmail; Larry Tobin in 
his 1927 Stearman C3B; myself in the 
1928 Boeing 40C and our invaluable staff 
photographer, George Perks, left New York 
as planned on September 10 in CAVU 
weather.   Our reception and host in New 
York was the Air Power Museum at Republic 
Field.  Our New York family took care of us 
with wonderful support and excitement.

We left New York with a low altitude 
clearance to overfly the Statue of Liberty 
and JFK. We found ATC extremely friendly 
and helpful for the entire trip with many 
low altitude fly by requests at most of the 
big cities we overflew. We assigned the call 
sign "AIR MAIL ONE" for the trip to avoid 
confusion and streamline our flight. Rebecca 
Maksel from Air and Space rode with me in 
the Boeing 40 from New York to Bellefonte 
(2 1/2 hrs). She was a real trooper and wrote 
a great article about the experience.

After being a student of the airmail 
pioneers for many years, I have to say that 
I was even more impressed after flying 
the Transcon. The task seems impossible 
considering they flew these routes in 
darkness and in adverse weather. Remember 
we flew this route on our terms and still had 
to work to stay safe.

The trip went well through our Chicago 
stop but weather stopped us 130 miles east 
of Iowa City in Rochelle, Illinois. We were 
hosted in Rochelle by a wonderful airport 
family and warm town reception for four 
nights and five days as the Gulf hurricanes 
fed a stationary warm front in the Midwest 
that yielded 5" of rain for four days in a row. 
On the last day we were able to run under 

The Transcontinental Airmail Reenactment: The Trip of A Lifetime
the weather and broke out into blue as we 
crossed through Des Moines, IA four days 
behind schedule. 

We passed through the Wyoming high 
country with light winds and modest temps, 
which was a real blessing for all of us. In 
Rock Springs, I picked up Mary Weber 
from the DC USPS to ride with us to San 
Francisco. She was wonderful and a delight 
to have along. We pushed hard through 
Nevada and encountered a rotor outside 
Winnemucca which caused us to drop from 
6500 to 6000 feet instantly.  If our seat 
belts had not been tight we could have been 
ejected from our open cockpits.

We arrived in San Francisco three 
days late with clear blue skies on Thursday 
September 18 and were hosted by Bud Field 
at Hayward Airport. Bud was wonderful 
and picked up all of our expenses while we 
were there. We were met by Bill Boeing Jr.'s 
daughter Susan to receive the New York mail 
that had traveled with us for 2600 miles. It 
was Susan's grandmother who had handed 
the mail to the first Boeing 40 eastbound 
from San Francisco in 1926.  Our total flight 
time from New York to San Francisco was 
29 hours.

After a wonderful ceremony, we took 
off for a San Francisco Bay tour for Golden 
Gate and city pics with a stopover at SFO 
and a wonderful reception by the SFO 
airport museum. We then returned to Bud 
Field Aviation for a hosted dinner party and 
program.

On Friday we headed for home.  Ben 
and Al headed for Reno and Larry and I 
headed for Spokane.  Larry and I spent the 
night in Portland Friday night. We woke up 
Saturday morning with flyable VFR - -2500 
broken and 3500 overcast -- and headed for 
the Columbia Gorge.

We passed Cascade locks in light rain 
with 2500 overcast and good visibility but 
very high moisture content and cool temps. 
We were now wearing our Colvenex cold 

weather flying suits. Then it HAPPENED!!!  
Larry's engine was running rough for a few 
seconds at a time and then IT QUIT!!  This 
is one of the worst places in the Pacific 
Northwest for an engine failure. 

The Gorge at this point 10 miles west 
of Hood River is bordered by steep cliffs on 
both shores with small two lane highways 
and nowhere to go.   Larry had a 25 knot + 
tailwind and when he turned to the only small 
field in sight on the Washington side of the 
river the head wind almost stopped him. He 
had no choice but to put the airplane down 
on a small driveway with large trees. He 
hit hard with very slow forward speed and 
the airplane wrapped itself around the tree 
trunk with the left 
wing and landing 
gear absorbing all 
the energy. Larry 
called me and said 
that he was okay, 
a real blessing to 
hear. 

I circled the crash site for 50 minutes to 
help emergency personnel and was able to 
reach Larry on his cell phone to find out that 
he was fine and standing near the airplane. 
The airplane was a mess. Within a few hours, 
he was driven to Cascade Locks and we flew 
home to Spokane in the Boeing counting our 
blessings and reflecting on our adventures. 
Thanks to Larry's quick thinking and low 
energy biplane my dear friend was spared 
his life and will fly again.

After this experience Larry, Ben, Al, 
George, Mary and I will remain close 
lifetime friends with Transcon memories that 
we will carry the rest of our lives!!!!!!!!
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By John Dobson, WPA State President

To every Kennewick city council member . . . where do you stand on the issue now? 
Basically you authorized the expenditure of taxpayer dollars (over $60,000) to fund a flawed 
study. After looking at the data, it is painfully obvious that you paid a consultant to reach a 
predetermined outcome. Consider for one moment that your Citizens Task Force was not 
open to the public. That speaks volumes about your intent. The fact that you continue to 
withhold public information . . . you agreed at the July workshop to release the Belt-Collins 
financial “matrix” . . .  is truly subject to legal examination.

The Belt-Collins study assumes that 25% of all commercial development in Benton 
and Franklin Counties will occur on the Vista Field property in the next 20 years. The 
term is “Capture Rate”. The best guess by the local real-estate experts  . . . maybe a 10% 
“capture rate”.

If the local experts are correct, then $59,100,000 could be spent in the next 20 years 
. . . not a guarantee. Is your developer, Mr. Bill Smith, willing to write the $13,000,000 
million dollar check to the Port of Kennewick today? We have reason to question his 
financial strength. Yet Dr. Cadwell is willing to write the check for $44,544,000 over the 
next 10 years. See chart below:  

¨ T hangars 34 $2,720,000 
¨ FBO 1 $360,000 
¨ Maintenance 1 $600,000 
¨ Executive hangars 19 $4,104,000 
¨ T hangars 34 $1,360,000 
¨ Cadwell Labs  $2,100,000 
¨ Mixed use  $33,300,000 
¨ Grand Total  $44,544,000 

The question to you on the council . . . Do you bet on Mr Smith or Dr. Carl Cadwell?

This is what your new FBO could look like . . . 

Vista Field . . .  A Bird in the Hand or Two in the Bush
The second flaw in the Belt-Collins study centers on the failure to analyze the true cost 

to close the airport. The JUB Study estimated the cost at $8 million. But then there is the 
loss of $75 to $100 million in annual revenue that would leave the Tri-Cities. Please, tell 
the citizens again . . . what do they get?  

Sample of mixed use development

The ball is now in your court. When you receive the application to amend the zoning 
how will you vote . . . what direction or mandate do you give the City Manager? Section 4 
of your 1991 contract with the Port of Kennewick states:

¨ 4. Development and Zoning 
 It is agreed between the parties that the continued operation of Vista Field and 

commercial and industrial activities compatible therewith is a vital concern to both parties.  
Both agree to seek and promote appropriate and necessary zoning, building, construction, 
platting and subdivision and other improvements so as to make the said Vista Field and its 
environs productive, harmonious and a social and economic asset for the community.

Your agreement with the Port of Kennewick makes no mention of closing the airport. 
Instead of trying to build a monument to yourself why not work with the Port of Kennewick 
and Dr. Cadwell and build something that the citizens will be proud of. You may not get a 
“town center” that you want . . . but you could get what you need. For those council members 
up for election this November speak now or forever hold your peace. 

WANTED: Assistant to the Treasurer
The Washington Pilots Association is looking for a volunteer to assist with the 
treasurer’s duties.  The candidate must be proficient in Quickbooks, have the ability 
to work online and have good organizational skills.

If you are interested in supporting the WPA with your skills,
please contact John Dobson, 360-898-2319
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WPA BOARD of DIRECTORS MEETING
September 20, 2008
Felts Field Airport, Spokane

President John Dobson called the meeting to order 
at 11:50 a.m.

Introductions were made of those in attendance.

ATTENDANCE:  
President, John Dobson; East Vice President, Dave 
Lucke; Secretary, Marjy Leggett; Director Airports, 
Tom Jensen; Director at Large, Les Flue; Director 
Legislative, John Townsley.

Other WPA members:   Nancy Jensen; Deer Park 
President, Roy Lakewold; Deer Park Member, Bill 
Moore; Okanogan & Ferry County President, Justin 
Smith; Spokane President Electect, Tom Morris; 
Spokane President, Gary White; Harvey Field 
President, Charles Hower; and Paine Chapter Vice 
President, Les Smith. 

MINUTES:  
The minutes were discussed.  Dave Lucke moved 
to remove the line referring to the secretary’s arrival 
time and Nancy Jensen seconded the motion. The 
motion carried and the minutes with the change were 
approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  
No treasurer’s report was available.  John Dobson 
announced Bill Reith’s resignation as treasurer and 
asked to put the word out for someone to take his 
place, preferably with a CPA background.

VICE PRESIDENT EAST SIDE REPORT:
Dave Lucke commended John Dobson and Marjy 
Leggett for their work on saving Vista Field, saying 
that is the biggest, most notable issue taking place on 
the East Side. He also reported a successful “Wings 
over Republic Fly-In” event.

DIRECTOR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 
REPORT:
John Townsley reported on a proposal to the FCC 
from the trade group that represents cell towers.  The 
proposal would automatically allow cell towers to be 
placed wherever desired if no response is given within 
45 days to the group seeking cell tower placement.  
Currently, communities have 90 days to respond.  John 
pointed out that if the proposed cell tower placement 
conflicts with a height restriction, it often takes longer 
for the issue to be worked out.  Comments are due 
by September 25.  John will forward information 
to those wishing materials on this subject and will 
submit a statement on behalf of the WPA.  WSDOT 
is also sending in comments.  Les Flue will send a 
copy to WAMA.

Tom Jensen reported on Eastsound Airport.  The FAA 
has a parcel of land designated for building hangars.  
The locals are currently leasing the parcel as a dog 
walk area, so there is some contention among the 
local community.

The cabin at Stewart Island is being used and is 
drawing more interest.  It could use some minor 
repairs and fixing up, so Tom may organize a work 
party shortly.

John Townsley explained the Columbia River Crossing 
situation affecting Pearson Airpark in Vancouver, 
WA.  A preferred alternative design, designated as 
minimum safety standards by the FAA, has been 
developed which will still impinge the airspace, but 
will lower the Interstate Bridge by 60 feet.  Although 
not perfect, this is a significant improvement over the 
current airspace situation.  The design will not affect 
PDX.  John Townsley suggested writing a letter from 
the WPA supporting lowering the Interstate Bridge 
because it is a significant improvement over the 
current design and therefore will enhance aviation 
safety and the safety of the community.

John Dobson announced that in either 2020 or 2022 
only aircraft older than a certain age will be allowed 
to land at Pearson.  John Townsley explained that it 
is a sliding scale based on the Antiquities Act which 
defines an antique aircraft as anything built and used 
50 years prior to present.  There is a separate piece of 
legislation that was written by Congress to specifically 
address Pearson Airpark.

Dave Lucke discussed the recommended overlay 
presented by the FAA for Felts Field, which is quite 
restrictive in addressing land use, by the City of 
Spokane.  Dave’s opinion is that the FAA’s proposed 
restrictions are overly aggressive and would impede 
development if these restrictions are adopted.  John 
Dobson suggested he and Les Flue, who is familiar 
with airport overlays, look over the FAA proposal 
and its effects on Felts Field.  John D. and Les 
Flue reviewed with the group the airport building 
restrictions and noise and safety overlay zones.  

Les Flue discussed Yakima Airport development 
and the work they have done in compatible uses.  A 
recently written article about the Yakima Airport can 
be found at YakimaHerald.com 
 
Gary White discussed complaints that are being 
received from homeowners near 21R and 21L at 
Felts Field.

John Dobson pointed out that similar issues abound 
across the state, citing Cashmere as an example 
where a house was built in the runway protection 
zone.  WSDOT is doing a training to familiarize 
planning personnel with the regulations regarding 
airport overlays.  John posed the question, “Should 
we develop a program on land use to take to the 
chapters?”  According to WSDOT Director John 
Sibold, the only thing we can affect is land use and 
it is up to the local pilots to remain knowledgeable 
and vigilant about proper land use at their airport.  
Land use must be in the Comprehensive Plan.  Pilots 
need to take an active role in the development of 
airport Comprehensive Plans to ensure that the proper 
language is included.

John Dobson asked if the WPA should put a 
program together to help educate its members about 
Comprehensive Plans and land use.  

It was suggested that the BOD (mainly Les Flue) put 
together something educational on Comprehensive 
Plans, which guide local planning and affect all 
airport operations and safety overlays.  This would 
be distributed to all chapters.  Les and John will get 
together to work on this.  Roy Lakewold suggested 
a team be put together to handle this along with a 
representative from WSDOT.  John D. will plan on 
a training seminar at the trade show in Puyallup in 
February 2009.

COMMUNICATION:
Send articles to Colleen Turner for publishing in 
Wings.  Any chapter events should be sent to her for 
publishing in the calendar and John Dobson requests 
a copy also be forwarded to him.

SAFETY EDUCATION:
Jim Faustina is the Safety Ed. Director. The group was 
encouraged to use him as a resource when presenting 
educational programs to the WPA chapters.  He is 
accomplished in training how to punch rivets, how to 
tie wire, owner maintenance, and a number of other 
aviation-related subjects. 

John Dobson recommends when providing a training 
session, the venue should be used as a membership 
drive opportunity.

Les Flue suggested the WPA schedule training in 
various corners of the state four times a year.  Use 
this as a recruiting tool.  

Much discussion revolved around Jim Faustina 

and the BOD developing a schedule of quarterly 
educational opportunities to be distributed around 
the state for the purposes of improving pilot skills 
and also to assist in recruitment.

Charles Hower announced that Harvey Field will be 
doing an owner maintenance seminar in November.

Dave Lucke proposed working with Les Flue and 
Marjy Leggett to provide an educational safety/
training seminar in the Tri-Cities on Saturday, 
November 22, 2008.

John Dobson said he would work with Jim Faustina 
to put a list of available classes up on the WPA Web 
site, emphasizing that they should be tied in with a 
membership drive.

DIRECTOR AT LARGE:
Les Flue emphasized to the Board the need to continue 
soliciting businesses to partner with WPA in regards to 
the Membership Benefits Program.  Local contact is 
the most effective way to connect with the businesses.  
He would like to evaluate the program at the end of 
the year and receive input from those participating 
partners.  

GRANT REQUESTS:
John Townsley reported that the FAA is modifying 
the code of regulations that deals with Airport 
Improvement (AIP) Grants.  The change would 
require the sponsor of any non-primary airport, (i.e. 
Davenport, Deer Park, Ritzville, etc.) in order to apply 
for grant funds, to supply a list detailing every aircraft 
and N number based on that airport.  The concern 
is how that information will be obtained.  It could 
mean airport managers or some other designee would 
require access to search hangars in order to obtain 
the information.  John has no suggestion at this time 
on a course of action for the WPA other than that the 
proposal should be discussed among its members.  
The fear is the potential for abuse.

John Dobson pointed out there is not necessarily a 
correlation between the operational capacity of an 
airport and the number of based aircraft.

Discussion revolved around the landlord/tenant 
issue and the right of the landlord to inspect hangars.  
Tom Jensen and John Townsley noted that the 
Department of Revenue could use the information 
for tax purposes.

No motion was deemed necessary, but the record 
will reflect that the issue was studied, discussed, and 
decided by the Board of Directors that the WPA’s 
stand will be to take no action on the FAA’s proposal 
to modify the code of regulations dealing with Airport 
Improvement Grants.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

WPA  Management System—Operating Guide 
Book
John Dobson asked the question, “How many of 
you really understand how to use the WPA Web Site 
Management System?”  Concluding that everyone 
understands bits and pieces of it, he suggested 
a training session for chapter officers.  Officers 
are encouraged to use the system, otherwise all 
information must be entered by hand at the state level, 
which is much more time consuming. 

If users of the system are having difficulties, Mr. 
Dobson would like feedback on what problems are 
being encountered so they can make adjustments to 
the system.

Electronic Meetings:
No discussion

Sending WINGS via E-Mail
Les Flue pointed out that the biggest expense to the 
organization is the printing and mail distribution of the 
newspaper Wings.  It can be put in electronic format 
and sent out to the membership at a cost of $15 a 
month per thousand versus the much greater expense 
of mailing hard copies to the entire membership.  

Discussion revolved around whether to send out the 
Wings electronically as an option.  Charles Hower 
asked if there is a minimum number of copies that 
needs to be printed before we incur a higher printing 
cost.

It was suggested that when one renews membership, 
we offer a box that can be checked indicating whether 
the member wishes to receive the Wings electronically 
or through the mail.

Roy Lakewold suggested letting the chapters check 
with their members to determine who would prefer 
the Wings electronically or through the mail.  

John Dobson suggested WPA do a trial for six months 
of sending dual Wings both through e-mail and 
through the post office so that we can test the system 
and then poll members on their preference.

It was pointed out that advertisers rely on the printed 
copy and that if we switch to an electronic form, they 
may not find that as beneficial.

Les Flue moved that the Board of Directors authorize 
the organization to begin a trial of sending an 
electronic form of the Wings newsletter to coincide 
with the hard copy mailings for a six month period.  
John Townsley amended the motion to include that 
at the end of six months there would be an evaluation 
to determine whether to continue with the electronic 
form or a combination of hard and electronic forms.  
Charles Hower seconded the motion.

The motion passed.

CHAPTER REPORTS:

Wings Over Republic:  
Justin Smith, President of the Okanogan-Ferry 
Chapter, reported there were 127 aircraft that flew to 
Republic for the fly-in—one more than last year.  One 
plane, while flying in formation, suffered a bird strike 
at pattern altitude, but with the co-pilot’s assistance, 
the plane was able to land safely.  No one was injured, 
but the bird (an osprey) was killed.  The bird dove 
straight into the windshield, avoiding the propeller.

The AIP is in order and is going well.  The Planning 
Commission is working with the Comprehensive 
Plan to protect the Republic Airport and they are 
looking at proper land use.  The seaplane base has 
been approved on Curlew Lake at the State Park.  
Smith Landing will be designated as a seaplane base 
and will include a destination and facilities for the 
planes that land there.

Yakima Report:
Les Flue announced they flew 185 Young Eagles 
at the Yakima General Aviation Fly-In September 
13, 2008.

Lower Granite Airport:
After a morning visit to Lower Granite Airport, 
John Dobson touted the airstrip’s benefit as a great 
recreational airport with boating, fishing, camping, 
and a marina right there.  It is one of 15 state-owned 
airports.  The users would like the airport paved, but 
as a state-owned airport, it has been designated as 
emergency use only, therefore the thought is that it 
does not need to be paved.  The problem is that as 
more planes fly in to use the recreational facilities, 
they run the risk of damage to their planes and 
propellers due to loose gravel, rocks, and oil flying 
up off the oiled strip.

There was no objection from the State to privately 
installed concrete run-up pads or tie downs, so that 
is an option for any interested group to pursue.  
Another option is to change the airstrip from state-
owned to privately-owned and remove the State’s 
responsibilities of overseeing the airport.

Cle Elum:
A proposal has been received from a developer who 
wants to put homes on twenty acres of land on the 
approach end of the airstrip.  The WPA will write a 
letter objecting to the development.

Vista Field:
Two proposals will be presented at the upcoming Port 
of Kennewick meeting September 23, 2008—one 
to close the airport and one to enhance the airport.  
Commissioner Linda Boomer has submitted her 
resignation effective December 31, 2008 and has 
asked that the airport be closed before her exit.  Carl 
Cadwell, president of Cadwell Laboratories who has 
a business based on the field, has proposed investing 
$10 million into the airport to enhance it.  Members 
are encouraged to attend the 2:00 p.m. meeting and 
voice their concerns.  There will be discussions 
on Vista Field throughout October and November.  
It is anticipated that a decision will be made in 
December.

OLD BUSINESS:

PAC (Political Action Committee)
Dave Lucke discussed the legal effects of hiring a 
lobbyist.  If we hire a lobbyist, the L-6 form must 
be completed.  We are allowed to accept $1500 
in donations in a three month period.  The only 
requirement is that we track our donors.  It was pointed 
out that our management system already allows for 
political donations and was suggested that a drop 
down box be provided so members can list the airport. 
The Board of Directors emphasized that donations are 
not tax deductible.  

Tom Jensen asked if we can do something useful for 
less than $30,000, which is the typical annual cost of a 
lobbyist.  The answer was that we have a lobbyist who 
is willing to work with us on an issue by issue basis, 
rather than for an annual salary and that we currently 
have $26,000 available in our PAC fund. 

In answer to a question that was asked, any expenses 
related to Political Action may be taken from the 
PAC fund.

Event Calendar:
A reminder was given that the deadline for the Wings 
is October 4.  

Dave Lucke suggested that the Tri-Cities Chapter post 
its training event, which is proposed for November 
22, 2008 in the Wings, and additional details and 
information about the event be posted on the Web.
  
NEW BUSINESS:

LATS (Long-Term Air Transportation Study):
A handout was distributed discussing LATS.  At the 
March WPA retreat in Wenatchee, the following goals 
were created:
1. Require compliance with noise and safety overlays 
to eliminate incompatible land use zoning.
2. Strengthen the definition of an essential public 
facility and tie it to the growth management and land 
use compatibility.
3. All property owners must assume responsibility 
for all obstructions affecting the safe operation of 
an airport.
4. Monies received through WSDOT Airport Aid 
Grant Program must come with a strictly enforced 
agreement.

WPA does not want the airports to be given the option 
of returning grant monies, but rather held to the 
contract that the acceptance of grant monies means 

(Continued on page 8)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Plane for sale?
Get results with

an ad in wpa wings

Ad rates & info at
http://www.wpaflys.org/wings.html

PROFESSIONALS WITH EXPERIENCE SINCE 1944

STOP DREAMING
START FLYING TODAY!

Date Event APO Location Phone email / Website 

October      
25 WPA Olympia Ch. Fly-out EAT To Wenatchee  rmeek@hotmail.com 
29 WPA Olympia Dinner Meeting  Inferno's Pizza  rmeek@hotmail.com 
31 WPA Clallam Co. Ch.  Fairmont Rest. 7:30am 360-452-5403 oldnick@olypen.com 
November      
7 WPA PAE Chapter Meeting  Sno-Isl, 6:30pm 425-478-4292 steve@stevewaterman.com
8 WPA PAE Chapter Maintenance Sem. PAE Paine Field, 8:30 am 425-478-4292 steve@stevewaterman.com
8,9 Poly Fiber Fabric Seminar 1S0 Puyallup, WA 800-424-1160  
13 WPA PAE Chapter Board Meeting  APO Office, 7pm 425-478-4292 steve@stevewaterman.com
14 WPA Clallam Co. Ch.  Fairmont Rest. 7:30am 360-452-5403 oldnick@olypen.com 
19 WPA Spokane Ch Meeting  Marie Calendars, Spokane 509-891-6473  
19 WPA Olympia Holiday Festival  Presidents home  rmeek@hotmail.com 
20 WPA Okanogan Ch. Meeting  Whistler's, Tonasket 509-826-1384 missmonica@webbox.com 
21 WPA Green River Ch. Meeting  Auburn Fire Hall 425-681-9944 smilne@aracnet.com 
22 Tri-City Owner Maintenance Seminar  PSC Pasco, WA 509-302-9624 MarjyL@charter.net 
22 WPA - State Board Meeting PSC Pasco, WA 509-994-0323 dlucke@comcast.net 
28 WPA Clallam Co. Ch.  Fairmont Rest. 7:30am 360-452-5403 oldnick@olypen.com 
December      
4 LATS Meeting GEG Spokane WA (Ramada) 800-552-0666 www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation 
6 WPA PAE Chapter Maintenance Sem. PAE Paine Field, 8:30 am 425-478-4292 steve@stevewaterman.com
6 WPA Olympia  Ch. Fly-out HQM To Hoquium  rmeek@hotmail.com 
12 WPA PAE Ch. Christmas Party  Shawn O'Donnells Rest 425-478-4292 steve@stevewaterman.com
12 WPA Clallam Co. Ch. Christmas Party  Fairmont Rest. 7:30am 360-452-5403 oldnick@olypen.com 
12 WPA Green River Ch. Christmas Party  HD Hotspurs, Kent 425-681-9944 smilne@aracnet.com 
17 WPA Olympia Ch. Meeting  Inferno's Pizza  rmeek@hotmail.com 
24 Low Flying Reindeer-Seasons Greeting  ALL US Airspace  www.santaclause.com 

the facility will continue to be used as an airport for 
at least 20 years.

5. The State of Washington should pass legislation 
granting citizens the right to sue government to require 
them to enforce the laws as written, and where the 
suit is found by the courts to have merit, litigants 
may be entitled to recover reasonable attorney fees 
and costs.

President Dobson advocated reading through the 
LATS proposals and asking the question, “Do they 
meet our goals?”  On October 2, John Dobson will 
present before the LATS commission.  He would like 
input from the WPA members and would like to know 
if members find the document easy to understand.  
Please send suggestions to John Dobson. 

Membership Drive for 2009
October 1st is the start of the membership drive 
for 2009.  President Dobson reminded officers to 
alert members to the fact that WPA works on a 
calendar year.  Any member renewals made now are  
effective through December 31, 2009.  As a point 
of information, it was pointed out that at the end of 
February, all nonpaid members are purged from the 
system.

President Dobson praised Paine Field for their 
aggressive membership campaign, boosting their 
enrollment from 167 to over 200 members.  Paine 
starts its membership campaign early, which results 
in renewals and new members being signed up before 
they’ve gone past the due date.

Bill Moore suggested targeting pilots with new 
medicals.  It was also suggested giving six months or 
a year of free membership to new pilots.

Mr. Dobson proposed sending an invoice-style 
windowed envelope out to the membership with a 
letter from the president identifying all of the things 
the WPA is doing for the Washington pilots. The letter 
would reference the airport battles, activities, projects, 
and concerns that have been a focus for the WPA 
during the past year, along with an invoice for paying 
the membership dues. Les Flue added that the letter 
should explain what people get for their $31.  The 
letter should be a “State of the WPA” style letter.

There was discussion of providing members with a 
membership pin.  Currently, the WPA does not have an 
identifying organization pin.  Mr. Dobson will contact 
Rachel Hanson about designing a WPA pin.

We are in need of a Membership Director to handle 
the membership duties.  In the meantime until that 
position is filled, Mr. Dobson will contact Rachel 
Hanson who works with the aviation trade show, to see 
if she can help with the artwork for the membership 
drive proposal.  Mr. Dobson hopes to come up with a 
cost factor and have a system in place within the next 
couple of weeks to handle the membership drive. 

In the past, a postcard has been sent out as a reminder.  

Discussion centered around whether to continue 
with the postcard or go solely with the invoice-style 
reminder.  The conclusion was that each serves a 
purpose.  The card is easy to pass out at meetings. We 
will continue to have cards, but will also look into the 
cost of letters and envelopes.

The postcard costs 28 cents apiece, for a total of 
around $300 to reach all of the members.  The letter 
would cost more, but might be more effective.  It was 
decided that a direct mailing with the invoice-style 
envelopes will be sent out to all members needing 
to renew.

It was suggested that a WPA ad encouraging 
membership be placed in the GA News.  John Dobson 
volunteered to check on putting a membership ad in 
GA News.

Chapter Chairmen should contact potential members 
or those who have indicated an interest in joining 
WPA.  They should also take an active role in making 
sure current members renew before their membership 
expires.
  
Legislative Districts –ASNs – Comp Plans:
John Dobson asked Tom Jensen to look at the AOPA 
ASN representatives in the state and determine if they 
are WPA members or not, then report the information 
to John.

WASAR- Washington State Search and Rescue:
John Dobson reported he met with the president and 
other officials of WASAR, over concerns about the 
number of flights WASAR has been making and 
Search and Rescue training.  The response is that the 
Civil Air Patrol doesn’t have the manpower to do the 
level of searching that is needed.  There are currently 
25 CAP pilots, down from 78.

The CAP Wing Commander wrote a letter saying 
they and WASAR have concerns about currency 

and several other issues. They would like to start a 
conversation with John Sibold.  

John Dobson will engage in conversations with the 
parties involved to discuss concerns.  There was no 
action taken by WPA.

Elections:
In the upcoming 2009 elections, we are in need of 
candidates for Membership Director, West Side Vice 
President, and Treasurer.  Other positions open for 
election are: Legislative Affairs, Director at Large, 
and President.  Candidates need to be willing to put 
in the time and effort and come equipped with skills 
needed to do the job.  It is preferable that the treasurer 
have CPA experience.  The list of those running 
for office should be available for publishing in the 
November issue of Wings, so anyone qualified and 
interested is encouraged to notify the Nominating 
Committee early.  The Nominating Committee 
consists of Immediate Past President and both current 
Vice Presidents.

OTHER NEW BUSINESS:

Trade Show Proposal:
John Dobson proposed hosting an aviation trade show 
in Eastern Washington and asked if the Board would 
consider licensing his company to use the WPA name 
with half the profits going to the WPA and half the 
profits going to his company.  

Mr. Dobson offered to “front” the program and if 
money were lost, it would be his loss.  Nothing would 
be lost by the WPA.  The event would be coupled 
with educational programs, similar to the Northwest 
Aviation and Trade Conference held in Puyallup 
each year.  

Although the request was met with favorable response 
from the Board, there was concern that it could be 
construed with impropriety.  After much discussion, 

it was decided that the opportunity would be opened 
up to anyone wishing to submit a proposal.  A 
small committee of the Directors would review the 
proposals without the presence of the WPA president 
and they would bring a recommendation before the 
Board.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Lobbyist:
Chris Cheney, a licensed lobbyist for the State of 
Washington, has agreed to help the WPA initiate 
legislation to protect airports based on the five goals 
set at the Wenatchee retreat in March 2008.  At his 
request, he was provided a list of all of the state 
legislators, the districts they represent, and which 
airports fall within each district.  That information 
was also sent out to the WPA Board of Directors and 
chapter presidents.  Mr. Dobson advised members 
to send a copy to their legislative representatives 
whenever they send letters regarding airport issues to 
city planners or others involved in airport decisions.   

Awards:
John Townsley requested members submit names of 
pilots worthy of receiving the Wright Brothers Award 
or the Master Pilots Award.  The reward, issued by the 
FAA, honors any pilot who has maintained 50 years 
of continuous piloting without any citations or lapse 
in his or her Medical.  The effective time is from the 
time the person soloed until today’s date.

ADJOURNMENT:
Dave Lucke moved that the meeting be adjourned.  
Justin Smith seconded the motion.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Marjy Leggett
Marjy Leggett

WPA Board Meeting 
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