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The Ar-
lington Fly-in 
is in the books, 
the skies are 
blue, and the 11 
o’clock news 
shows 7 days of 
flyable weather 
in the future. 
What a time to 
be in the Pacific 
Northwest!

While Ar-
lington was not 

as large as in the heydays of the late 90s 
and early 2000s, attendance of both pilots 
and the non-flying public was up from 
more recent years. I was impressed by 
three things: First, the hundreds of volun-
teers spending thousands of hours plan-
ning, setting up, and conducting all that 
was necessary to host the event. Second, 
the relaxed intimacy of the event; I had 
more conversations sitting under the tail 
of my plane than I ever do at Oshkosh. 
People were willing to stop and chat. Fi-
nally, I was amazed by the excitement that 
Brice and the FATPNW crowd were able 
to infuse into the entire weekend. Forum 
tent conversations, a BBQ, flour bombing 
competitions . . . the face of Arlington is 
changing, growing, and becoming a lot 
more fun. 

The dark cloud on the horizon is the 
administration’s desire to give away con-
trol of our airspace to a private non-gov-
ernmental company. We have seen how 
this increases costs and restricts the free-
dom to fly in every other country where 
it has been implemented. The Washington 
Pilots Association has registered its oppo-
sition to this effort but it is time for you, in-
dividually, to write, email, or call your leg-
islators and strongly urge them to oppose 
this and tell their colleagues and the con-
gressional leadership to oppose it as well. 
One voice has little impact but thousands 
of us together can affect the outcome. It 
may not be so much about our ability to fly 
freely, but our grandchildren’s. 

On a more upbeat note, I just received 
the Fitzpatrick’s latest Fly-for-Fun sched-
ule. The problem is that there is too much 
to choose from! This is a good problem, 
of course, but deciding to go to Oshkosh 
means I miss Concrete and Nehalem Bay. 
Life is full of choices, I guess. There’s still 
Eastsound, Quileute, Renton, the eclipse, 
and Wings Over Republic when I return.

Check out the schedule of upcoming 
events, pick a destination, invite a friend, 
and fly safely. I’ll see you out there. 

President’s 
Message…

George Steed, 
WPA President

Aviation Legislative Update
What a session this has been. Along 

with the aviation-related legislation I have 
been working on, as a legislative body, we 
have worked on many important issues that 
will have a major impact on the state.

As I write this in the early morning 
hours of July 15, we are still in session, our 
third special session since the regular legis-
lative session ended in April. While we had 
some important accomplishments during 

FBO or Airport Sponsor . . . and a $400 Ramp Fee
AOPA and the EAA have begun to fo-

cus on a problem regarding the high cost 
of operating in and out of some airports. 
They are reporting examples such as a 
$400-plus ramp fee for a King Air. J. Mac 
McClellan, writing in the May 2017 issue 
of Sport Aviation, attempted to address 
the “high cost for everyone . . .” i.e. The 
FBO Problem. 

 In brief “Mac” talked about a bi-
furcated world of busy FBOs that must 
recover the high cost of their operations 
through high fuel prices and ramp fees, 
and the other half (of FBOs) that have 
so little business that the cost of staying 
open is higher than their meager income. 
He goes on to talk about post 9/11 secu-
rity; costs for fencing, ramp access, af-
ter hour’s ops, and Jet engines becoming 
more efficient (buying less fuel). “Airport 
Sponsors” (City, County and or Port Dis-
tricts) are demanding plush facilities; al-
lowing multiple FBOs on airport, private 
fuel farms and the ubiquitous ramp fees. 

 What he missed in all of his dialoged, 
(pointing fingers at the FBOs), was the 
role or lack thereof of the Airport Spon-
sor. They are responsible for the appro-
priate management of that property. Poor 
management leads to poor customer ser-
vice. Poor service comes in the form of 

outlandish fees, rundown or no buildings 
to lease, hangar doors that don’t work. Or, 
on the reverse side, every building is a Taj 
Mahal that only a very few can afford. Re-
gardless the community suffers because 
the airport sponsor is not aware of the air-
port’s impact/value and is not giving busi-
nesses a reason to locate there. 

 The FAA requires that all rates by 
which raw land and hangars are leased 
should be based on “Fair Market Value” 
(FMV). A couple of years ago a West-
side airport had approximately 50% of its 
hangars rented. What to do with the other 
half? The airport was a financial burden, 
or so the County claimed. They called 
over to Boeing Field; how much do they 
charge? Surly their airport could raise its 
rates to something similar . . . and they 
did. Do you think that decision went over 
well with the aircraft tenants? Do you 
think that increase brought the airport 
more revenue and more tenants?

 So they decided to rent the remaining 
hangars for non-aeronautical use (Grand-
mas Furniture Storage). What’s wrong 
with this picture? First of all they never 
answered the original question . . . what is 
the “Fair Market Value” for THEIR airport 
(not FMV for BFI). Fair Market Value for 
one-thousand square feet of Off-airport 

storage costs $1200 to $1500 per month. 
Why didn’t they charge that amount for 
those hangars . . . that is FMV for like 
storage? Now they have a new problem; 
The FAA is asking about the misuse of 
airport property for non-aeronautical use. 

 What about that FBO charging $400 
for parking the King air? Or what about an 
FBO that charges $35 for short term park-
ing (approximately 4 hours) to the C-150 
driver if the owner does not buy fuel? 
True story; I received such a complaint 
from said member. When I called the FBO 
I was told that the Cessna was blocking 
a Gulfstream from reaching the ramp . . . 
the G-2 needed several thousand pounds 
of fuel for their trip. Remember, the Air-
port Sponsor sets the lease rates and ramp 
area for the FBO. The ground lease for the 
FBO should be based on Fair Market Val-
ue . . . not some arbitrary inflated revenue 
projection. The problems for the King Air 
and C-150 could be solved with designat-
ed “Transient Parking”. 

 Airport Sponsors have but one obli-
gation . . . manage their airport like a busi-
ness. If Flowage Rates (an airport added 
tax on fuel sales), Tie-downs, and hangar 
rents cannot cover the operating expenses 
(and most likely they won’t) then turn the 

By John Dobson

WPA Member Keith Littlefield takes to the Orofino runway in his beautiful 1942 Stearman during the recent Puget Sound 
Antique Airplane Club Air Tour.  The biennial event has been dubbed the most fun you can have with people and airplanes.

these special sessions, the length and reli-
ance on overtime can be frustrating. 

At this time, garnering the most atten-
tion from the Legislature and the media is 
the capital budget and resolving the Hirst 
decision, which concerns the drilling and 
use of exempt wells. Passing legislation to 
fix the state Supreme Court’s Hirst ruling is 
paramount to anything else that may come 
out of the Legislature this year. Time will 
tell if we can get a solution passed into law.

Aside from these major hurdles we saw 
great success with legislation this year that 
will benefit the aviation industry. By pass-
ing House Bill (HB) 1018, the maximum 
for aviation grants per year will increase 
from $250,000 to $750,000, and with HB 
1400 enacted into law, the state’s first avia-
tion license plate will be available later this 
month. I am looking forward to installing 
the first-ever plate on my vehicle. 

House Bill 1656 (and its Senate com-
panion, Senate Bill 5328) was another piece 
of legislation that garnered sweeping sup-

port this year (the 
House bill passed 
by a vote of 95-
2, but did not 
get through the 
Senate). The bill 
would establish a 
community avia-
tion revitaliza-
tion loan program 
aimed at improv-
ing Washington’s 
smaller airports. 
Although the bill 
failed to pass 
through the Leg-
islature during 
the regular ses-
sion, it is still 
technically alive during the special session. 
There is still a possibility this bill will make 
it through the legislative process this year. 

Despite this year’s success, there is 
(Continued on page 3)

(Continued on page 3)

By Rep. Tom Dent (R-Moses Lake)

State Rep. Tom Dent 
(R-Moses Lake) 
represents the 13th 
Legislative District
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Airport Businesses and Visitors

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

AIRPORT BUSINESSES
Counties in Impact Region: Lewis
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs on the airport footprint (excluding businesses that are not aviation-dependent).
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs located on the airport footprint.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Estimated Economic Impact Direct Total Impact
Jobs                             - -
Labor Income  $                         -   -
Output  $                         -   -

VISITOR SPENDING
Impact Region: Washington State (once visitors land they may spend their money throughout the state).
Total Visitor Spending: Estimated total annual spending by visitors traveling through this airport.
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs supported by the total estimated visitor expenditures.
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs supported by visitor expenditures.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original visitor spending that remains in the state (some visitor spending

dollars paid to businesses will be exported out of the state).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Total Estimated Visitor Spending: 197,400$               
Direct Indirect/Induced Total Impact All State Impacts % State Impact

Jobs                             2                              1 3 94,000 0.00%
Labor Income  $                54,000  $                 47,000 101,000$             3,311,700,000$     0.00%
Output  $              166,000 145,000$               311,000$             10,160,600,000$   0.00%

FISCAL IMPACTS

Estimated Taxes Paid to Each Jurisdiction Type
Cities Counties Special Districts State Total Taxes

Airport Businesses  $                        -    $                         -    $                       -    $                     200 200$                    
Visitors  $                  1,400  $                   1,500  $                 1,500  $                  9,400 13,800$               
Total  $                  1,400  $                   1,500  $                 1,500  $                  9,600  $              14,000 
NOTE: Tax estimates include Aircraft Excise Tax, Property Tax, Business & Occupation Tax, Sales Tax, Aviation Fuel Tax,
            State and Local Utility Taxes, Rental Car Tax, and Lodging Tax.
            Special Districts include Transit, Schools, Hospitals, Fire, EMS, Parks, Ports, Utilities, and others.

Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced

                                                           -
 $                                                        -   
 $                                                        -   
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NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 20 Federal: Airport Elevation:           1,057 
Associated City: Packwood Approach Category:
County: Lewis State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: County Govt. Number: 1 FAA: IsA
Owner: Lewis County Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/15/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 0 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -
Medical Transport Single-Engine 3
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 0 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 0 AIS Last Updated: 12/17/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 1 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 0 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 4 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/17/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 0 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 4 - 28
Operations 5,300 - 24,000

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-
-
-

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

A: < 91 
knots

General Aviation Airport

Asphalt

Packwood Airport (55S) is located in Lewis County, on the west side of Packwood, within walking
distance of city restaurants and shopping. Runway 1/19 is 2356'x38', asphalt. Pilot controlled
medium intensity runway lighting on CTAF 122.9. Tall trees outside of the Runway Protection
Zone.  Night operations not recommended. WSDOT-Aviation Web Camera.

Local Service

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 300 0 0 300
Military Local 0 350 350 0
Commercial Air Taxi 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 570 7500 7500 4500
General Local 180 1800 1800 500

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000
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A Publication of the Washington Pilots Association

227 Bellevue Way NE, PMB 397
Bellevue, WA 98004

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to: wings@wpaflys.org

Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:
PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE

Bellevue, WA 98004-9721
WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions 
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

On the south flanks of Mount Rain-
ier, on the banks of the Cowlitz River, sits 
Packwood, Washington. Tucked up into the 
Cascades, after WWII the residents cleared 
land and created 
an airstrip. They 
deeded it to the 
state in 1949, 
made some im-
provements in 
1950, the state 
gave it to Lewis 
County in 1982. 
It was paved in 
1984, and has 
been a boon to 
this small town 
the entire time.

As time went on, however, some prob-
lems surfaced (pun intended). When the land 

had been cleared, as was the practice, the 
trees were cut low and the stumps covered. 
For fifty years that was sufficient but when 
the stumps inevitably rotted, they created 
sinkholes in the apron and under the runway. 
Some were three feet wide and eighteen inch-
es deep; certainly enough to snag an unwary 
landing or taxiing aircraft. After closing the 
airport for a time, money was found and bids 
went out. WSDOT put up 5%, Lewis County 
put up 5%, and the FAA produced the other 
90%. The bid was $1.9 million dollars and 
work started in August of 2016.

The runway was dug up, filled with four 
inch “quarry spalls” (rocks) and repaved. The 
width increased from 38 to 60 feet, the length, 
while remaining at 2356 feet was moved 150 
feet south to allow a 1 in 20 glideslope over a 

berm, and 150 foot sod overruns were carved 
into the available space on both ends.

The work was completed in Decem-
ber of 2016 but the community waited for 

a nice sunny 
day to com-
memorate their 
new airport. 
In conjunction 
with a commu-
nity barbeque, 
the mayor, the 
Lewis County 
C o m m u n i t y 
D evelopme nt 
staff, the air-
port manager, 
t ow nspeople , 

and pilots from around the state cut a ribbon 
and celebrated a bit of good news.

While there is no shuttle, the town 
is only a 3 block walk away. The com-
munity center, where the barbeque 
was being held, is 6 blocks away but 
the food made the trip worthwhile. 
The half chicken that was placed on 
every plate seemed more like a turkey. 
400 were served along with coleslaw, 
potato salad, pop, and cake. No one 
went away hungry; new weight and 
balance calculations were required. 
Picnic tables were full of people who 
became new friends, both locals and 
visitors. A grand time was had.

It was fun to fly into a new (to me) 
strip, find a new location for the $100 burg-
er, and see what a community that prizes 
its aviation infrastructure can accomplish.  
I’m going back.

Packwood, the little airport that could
By George Steed

Ph: 509 991.6133
Fax: 509 276.7070

bill.flo.moore@gmail.com

The apron is huge; plenty of room to park.

Those tables were loaded with people and food.

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. Jim Robertson Photo.

Brice and Kara from FATPNW
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Letter to Washington State 
Legislative Delegation
By David Ketchum, WSAA President

tempted to give her AOPA’s explanation to the 
physician and she refused to read it saying that 
“MultiCare” has a doctor who does Licensing 
Physicals, but that she did not do them. Try 
though I might, she refused and said that the 
other physicians with MultiCare would also 
not do a BasicMed exam because they had not 
been trained to do them. 

My next step was to call 
the administration section of  
MultiCare. I never got to talk to an actual ad-
ministrator, however, an administrative assis-
tant assured me that if I could, “Crack the nut 
that is MultiCare, you are doing better than I 
am.”

I then called good friend John Smutny 
who had said that he got his BasicMed and 
it was not problem. John said that his doctor 
was Michael A. Welsh of White River Fam-
ily Care in Buckley. My neighbor Mike Latta, 
retired American Airlines Captain and cur-
rent instructor, said he got his BasicMed from 
a doctor near Sea-Tac, and AOPA suggested 
Dr. Randel Franke of Shoreline, Washington.

I called Dr. Welsh and booked an appoint-
ment. I also agreed to pay the $125.00 fee for 
the exam since I had already had a wellness 
exam at MultiCare, and I was sure my insur-
ance would not pay for two physicals in such a 
short period of time. The exam went just fine, 
and I did get my BasicMed physical review 
completed. I then came home, took AOPA’s 
on-line course and exam, electronically filed 
the documents and will soon be taking some 
hours of dual to make sure my flying skills are 
current and familiarize myself with the area in 
which I live. 

I am sure that as doctors become more 
familiar with BasicMed, the system will work 
the way it is supposed to. It is also nice to re-
port that Warren Hendrickson, AOPA’s North-
west Regional Manager, who recently move 
to Gig Harbor, went in cold to a new doctor 
at CHI Franciscan Health in Gig Harbor, ex-
plained that he wanted a BasicMed exam, and 
had no trouble getting the physical from Dr. 
Yancey Sloane. 

Sometimes it is easy.

 
 
 
 
 

 
A collective voice for aviation and airport-related organizations to protect and promote aviation in the state of Washington. 

 

Washington State Aviation Alliance 
PO Box 287 
Greenbank, WA 98253 
 
360-678-0345 
www.wsaa.aero David Ketchum  

President 

July 21, 2017 

 

Dear Washington State Legislative Delegation: 

As the President of the Washington State Aviation Alliance (WSAA), I am offering this 
letter to request that you oppose any attempt by Congress to privatize our nation’s air 
traffic control system and fund it with user fees. 

WSAA represents the state’s key aviation organizations with almost 12,000 members. 
Organizations represented include the following: 
 

 Washington Airport Management Association  
 Washington State Community Airports Association  
 Washington Pilots Association  
 Recreational Aviation Foundation  
 Washington Aviation Association  
 Washington Seaplane Pilots Association  
 Pacific Northwest Business Aviation Association  
 Washington Public Ports Association 

 
Our position opposing ATC privatization/user fees is supported by all WSAA members, as 
it is the Alliance’s policy to only support or oppose legislation when there is full 
concurrence from all voting members.  
 
Federal legislation is under consideration that could fundamentally change how our air 
traffic control system is managed and funded. This proposal calls for turning over funding 
and governance authority to a board with disproportionate representation from the airlines 
and with the potential to raise fees, determine when companies using business aviation can 
fly, and cut routes to small towns and rural areas, while not alleviating delays.  

We have already seen the negative effects from similarly privatized systems in several 
other countries. These entities receive funding through user fees, which in turn require a 
new bureaucracy of billing agents, collectors and auditors that impose administrative 
burdens on those required to pay the fees. Simply put, our country does not need a 
cumbersome bureaucracy to collect these onerous fees.  

General aviation in the U.S. contributes to the aviation system through fuel taxes that are 
easily collected and efficiently administered, and should continue to do so. The general 
aviation community is committed to the concept that future funding and subsequent design 

 
Washington State Aviation Alliance 
PO Box 287 
Greenbank, WA 98253 
 
360-678-0345 
www.wsaa.aero 
 

David Ketchum  
President 

of the national air transportation system should benefit all Americans. General aviation 
supports more than a million jobs and generates more than $200 billion in economic 
activity each year. 

Our country is faced with a pilot shortage. We must refuse to take any action that might 
stifle the creation of new pilots, and this privatization proposal is representative of such an 
action. General aviation is a primary contributor for fostering new pilots. User fees will 
only increase the financial burdens placed on individuals desiring to become pilots.  

In a privatized system, we risk altering one of the safest air traffic control systems in the 
world, which jeopardizes the safety of our pilots and passengers. Further, the Department 
of Defense recently said that creating a separate air traffic organization “raises serious 
concerns” in terms of our nation’s security.

Access to airports, and to the nation's airspace, creates jobs, generates economic activity, 
and helps make America's aviation system work for all Americans. Congressional 
oversight of the nation’s aviation system ensures that the public interest – including the 
people and companies that rely on aviation in small towns and communities – is served. 
Privatizing our air traffic control system could jeopardize these jobs and economic activity 
by threatening general aviation access to airports and airspace. 

WSAA joins other aviation organizations, such as the Aircraft Owners and Pilots 
Association, National Association of State Aviation Officials and National Business 
Aviation Association, in asking you to protect the public interest by saying no to 
privatizing our air traffic control system and funding it with user fees. 

Thank you for your attention. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David Ketchum 
President  
Washington State Aviation Alliance (WSAA) 
 

 

WPA State VP Eastside Tom Morris, WPA Spokane President Mike Foster and WPA Spokane 
Treasurer Ray Brunner man the WPA Booth at Felts Field’s recent Neighbor Day Celebration which 
attracted over 10,000 aviation enthusiasts. Donna Childs photo.

WPA Respresented at Felts 
Field’s Neighbor Day

By Marian Jensen

BasicMed – Easy or Difficult 
to Obtain?

I have watched as the push to create an al-
ternate medical review, or third class medical 
reform, for pilots first was a dream, then a pos-
sibility, and finally on May 1, 2017 a reality. 

When it was still just a possibility I was 
told by a very knowledgeable FAA employee 
that it might be a possibility in the distant fu-
ture, but not to expect it in my lifetime. 

Then through a series of life altering 
events – meeting the right guy, getting mar-
ried, rehabbing my home in Spokane and put-
ting it up for sale, moving from the East to the 
West side of Washington, etc., my medical and 
biennial flight review both lapsed. 

So, I thought, why not see for myself how 
difficult or easy it is to obtain the new Basic-
Med medical review. I have to say, AOPA has 
done a great job of putting together step-by-
step information on what you have to do to 
obtain BasicMed including medical history 
forms to fill out for your doctor, what the doc-
tor needs to know, and a course to take that is 
a refresher on basic aircraft and flying knowl-
edge.

Step 1: Get the Form Review if you’re 
eligible for BasicMed and download the FAA 
Medical Exam Checklist. Complete the self-
assessment portion of the form. 

Step 2: See Your Doctor Take your FAA 
Medical Exam Checklist (from Step 1) and get 
a BasicMed specific exam. Have your doctor 
fill out the rest of the checklist.

Step 3: Take Course Once you have com-
pleted your FAA Medical Exam Checklist, 
take this course, pass the quiz, and earn your 
BasicMed completion certificate. 

Step 4: File Documents Print out the 
course completion certificate and keep it with 
your exam checklist in your logbook. Take a 
flight review and you are ready to fly!

Easy? Well I found it easy to obtain the 
how and what to do, but difficult to conve-
nience my doctor that BasicMed is simply the 
usual “Wellness” exam and that she was in no 
way certifying my ability to fly. I explained 
that the only qualification she had to meet 
for completing the exam was to be a physi-
cian licensed by the state of Washington. I at-

Clive, grandson of Spokane’s WPA 
Chapter President Mike Foster, 
celebrated Felts Field’s recent 
Neighbor Days by letting everyone 
know, “They don’t take to the skies till 
I say they take to the skies.”
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WPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar on 
the airport. Contact Chapter President 
Blake Thorn, blake@srvconstruction.com 
360-672-5695.
ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter meets 
the first Wednesday of each month at Arling-
ton Flight Services FBO on the airport. A no 
host dinner is at 6 PM and the meeting starts 
at 7 PM. Contact Chapter President Luke 
Nichols, captainnichols@hotmail.com 
206-617-2409.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Jim Posner, 
415-990-0664, jimposner@comcast.net 
for further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
chapter meets on the third Thursday of the 
month at 7pm; all are welcome.. For more 
info on the Clallam County chapter, con-
tact Jerry Nichols, oldnick@olypen.com, 
800-292-2978.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-675-1041.
DEER PARK - The Deer Park chapter meets 
on an “as needed” basis at the administration 
building located on the Deer Park Airport.  For 
more information about Deer Park chap-
ter and activities please contact Darold 
Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER – The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviat ion program.  
For meeting information and other chapter 
activities, including group fly-outs, WINGS 
programs and other special events please 
visit http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/
GreenRiver/EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/
current.pdf or contact  the Chapter President 
Dave Lawrence at davidlawrence@
skynetbb.com 253-735-1612.
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The Harvey 
Field chapter meets on the second Saturday 
of each month, except July, at 10am in Hangar 
15 at Harvey Field. For more information on 
activities, please call Chapter President 
David Divoky at 559-696-3247 or Vice-
President Jeff Phillips at 206-228-0644.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The North 
Sound Chapter meets the 2nd Thursday of 
each month except July and August at the 
ARFF Conference Center at KBLI’s Fire 
Station 2005 West Bakerview Rd, Belling-

ham. Doors open at 6pm, meeting at 7pm. 
For more information contact Chapter 
President Robert Powell at 360-941-9146.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- Chapter 
meetings are the third Thursday at 6pm 
except June, July and August. Location alter-
nates between Whistlers in Tonasket and Los 
Gallos in Omak. Fly-outs in good weather. 
Contact chapter President Rick LeDuc at 
509-429-2922 or Lola Orr at 509-486-4502 
for specifics.
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit  
www.facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA or 
send email to paine-president@wpaflys.org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton 
WPA Chapter meets 10am Saturday in 
the Sanderson pilot lounge. For further 
information contact Bud Smilanich at 
360-427-6844.
SKAGIT - Meetings are held the 3rd Saturday 
of every month, 10am at Cascade Aviation 
on the airport. Activities vary with seminars, 
fly-outs, discussions about airport projects, 
etc. and are followed by lunch. For further 
information contact chapter President Ken 
Davies at 360-202-0836. 

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER -  For 
information on meetings and seminars 
call chapter President Gary Miranda at 360-
281-0196 or email at a320grm@aol.com.
SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held on the 
third Wednesday of each month at Darcy’s, 
10502 E. Sprague beginning at 6:00 PM. 
Meeting program information can be found 
at WPASpokane.org. For more information 
contact chapter President Mike Foster at 
509-448-7399.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets at 
6:30 pm at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-Cities 
Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month. For information contact 
Chapter President Jim Hightower, hight-
ower46325@yahoo.com or 541-720-4172.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors chapter 
meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location TBD. For 
meeting details and more info, contact Fred 
Winge, fwinge@techline.com , 360-289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Meetings the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month at 6pm. Location is announced 
via an E-mail list. Contact Chapter Presi-
dent Klaus Marx to add your name to the 
list or for other chapter information. 907-
723-4379 or klausmarx@juno.com.
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley chap-
ter meets every Saturday morning at 8:30 at 
Yakima Airport. For chapter information, 
contact Les Flue at les@lesflue.com.

Most Chapters keep updated 
information on the WPAFLYS.org

website. Click on the “Chapters” tab
for more information.

The weather 
for this year’s Ar-
lington Fly In was 
predicted to be 
sunny the entire 
time and it was 
just that.

In setting 
up on Thursday 
afternoon we 
noticed a tent 
pitched halfway 
in between the 
markers for taxi-

ing aircraft into the aircraft camping area. 
The gentlemen had just finished setting it up. 

Safety Report
He had flown an aircraft in for display for 
the weekend and was told he could not pitch 
his tent with his aircraft. Help was available 
if he wanted to move it, however he did not. 
He had been through a long day, traveled far, 
and he was done for the day. The tent was 
staying where it was. 

Throughout the weekend a number of 
aircraft were taxied through the area between 
the markers and every one of them could not 
figure out why someone would pitch a tent 
there. Even though we were camping on 
grass, foreign object damage is still a fac-
tor with aircraft. Most pilots would not start 
their aircraft in the spot between tents and 
taxi out blowing whatever FOD was in the 

 

 

 
 
 

FullService FBO on Felts Field Airport (KSFF). 

Conveniently located between Spokane, WA and Coeur d' Alene, ID. central to 
all of your business or leisure travel. Come visit us in the new 

Felts Field Flight Center just west of the Historic Terminal Building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FBO Services include: 
Fueling: 100LL and Jet A , Full Serve & 27/7 Self Serve 

Aircraft Parking - Day and Overnight 

Avionics and Maintenance  

Pilot Supply and Gift Shop  

Rental Cars 

Lodging Arrangements  

Pilot Lounge 

Conference Room 

Customer Refreshments & Catering  

After Hours: Terminal Pilot Lounge & Restrooms 

U.S. Customs and Immigration Services 

FBO Hours: 7-7 every day Peak Season 

way including tents, towels drying on lawn 
chairs, and any other small thing that might 
not be tied down. The aircraft were more or 
less acting as a shelter for the tents. 

Most pilots pull their aircraft out into 
the taxiway area and turn it ninety degrees 
before starting up the engine and taxiing 
out. A number of times the gentlemen who 
had pitched his tent in the taxiway found his 
stuff strewn away from his tent. I might add 
his tent was the closest to the asphalt taxi-
way pilots were marshalled down every day. 
No one said anything during the entire fly-
in. After all, he was a pilot and others were 
willing to help move him just a few feet. Not 
a chance.

There were more aircraft operations 
this year at the fly-in than years past which 
is a great thing. Flights Above the Pacific 
Northwest even had a “Sunday Fun Day” 
by hosting a spot landing competition and 
a flour bombing contest. Pilots honing their 
skills and doing it safety for fun.

A pilot friend of mine got stationed 
overseas for three years and decided to store 
his aircraft in a hangar and “pickle” his air-
craft engine by removing the spark plugs, 
add desiccant to the spark plug holes and fill-
ing the engine with oil. Now, after the three 
years in storage, he’s finding out you can-
not just show up after an annual was com-
pleted and expect to fly the aircraft across 
the country. The vacuum pump quit on first 
startup of his engine. The tires were rotten 
and cracked, the fuel drains stuck closed, 
and the radios didn’t work at first. Of course 
this was all done on a weekend when the me-
chanic was not there and no parts could be 
ordered. Pilots are checklist oriented and use 
them frequently on every flight to help en-
sure we don’t miss anything that could affect 
flight safety. Where was the checklist when 
he decided to preserve his aircraft three 
years ago? Maybe order new tires, a vacuum 
pump, install new fuel drain valves, clean 
the radio contacts. Back to the basics.

By Ken Davies , Safety 
& Education Director

Gear-Up 
Now for Fall 
Flying!

Please allow four to seven weeks for 
order delivery as orders are collected by 
the vendor and produced all at once. By 
grouping orders and running them together, 
we can keep the costs down, although some 
wait times might be a bit longer. Questions – 
Please call Lynn – (360) 709-0483.

What a great way to show your support 
for all the great things that WPA does for 
GA in Washington State and to show your 
pride in your local chapter!

The WPA Online Store is now OPEN and is collecting orders. It is really easy to 
order online. Just scroll down the WPA homepage and click the link. Be sure to visit the 
wpaflys.org website often to check for new offerings. Apparel and caps are available with 
the Official WPA logo - with or without your Chapter personalization.
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FREE
SHIPPING

Why Choose Pacific Coast Avionics For Your Next Avionics Installation?
Simple. Because avionics is what we do, and we do it better than anyone. PCA installs more Garmin 
avionics than anyone on the West Coast! From basic installs to complete panel and glass retrofits – 
call the leader in experience, great service and value pricing – Call Pacific Coast Avionics!

2 5  Y E A R S  O F  G I V I N G  P I LO T S  T H E  B E S T  P R I C I N G  A N D  B E S T  S E R V I C E !

STRATUS 2 ADS-B Receiver
for use with ForeFlight APP,
providing FREE weather
and traffic. AHRS provides
attitude reference and
ForeFlight Synthetic Vision!
STRATUS 2S w/AHRS.................$899

GARMIN

G5 EFIS
Now STC’d
$2,149
G5 EFIS
for Experimentals

$1,199

4CALL FOR QUOTE!3

GTX-335/GTX-345

MODE S/ES Transponder with Optional
Built-In WAAS GPS & ADS-B “In”

STRATUS-ESG Transponder
• ADS-B Out Transponder
• Internal WAAS GPS w/Antenna
• Interfaces to Stratus series $2,995

APPAREO

RV-10

MOONEY 231

MAULE MT-7

PIPER CHEYENNE

By the time you read this, the Deed will 
have been Done: either we will be in for priva-
tized ATC and user fees on top of our other avia-
tion taxes, or the fight will be put off for another 
year. I hope that you heeded AOPA’s call to action 
and wrote your representatives in advance of the 
House vote on the week of July 10. 
(I did and sent money to the AOPA 
PAC so the dog will go hungry for 
a while.) Privatization will likely 
end Essential Air Services Program 
which supported scheduled air ser-
vice to smaller communities (Yaki-
ma and Port Angeles are examples.)

Prior to his retirement, Avia-
tion Director Tris Atkins signed 
several Phase I and II ALPs (Air-
port Layout Plans) which will 
be formally forwarded to the 
Wenatchee and Mt. Baker National 
Forest offices. This covered Ban-
dera, Ranger Creek, Woodland, 
Lake Wenatchee, Easton and Sul-
livan Lake State Airports.

These formal plans lead to safety and recre-
ational use improvements (e.g. runway upgrades, 
tree clearing, and maybe seaplane docks) which 
benefit the public. (These ALPs are available for 
review on the WSDOT/Aviation website.)

WPA members from both east and west 
sides were represented, weather be damned at 
a Stehekin work party meeting with Paul Wolf, 
aviation business interests from Chelan and the 
Park Service. The utility of that airport was dem-
onstrated when a local cabin owner flew in with 

Airports Report
a washing machine (!) in his shiny DeHavilland 
Beaver. (Note to self and others: Always carry 
WPA trifold and membership applications when 
travelling.)

There is a work party at Sullivan Lake on 
August 12, sponsored by our friends at the Rec-

reational Airstrip Foundation. Paul 
Wolf asked for enhanced WPA 
participation. (This is not like “en-
hanced interrogation”, so please 
show up to help and have fun.)

Our Stuart Island is getting 
used most weekends and some 
weekdays, always with reports of a 
good time being had by all.

Want to do something im-
portant for YOUR state airport? 
Lower Monumental (W09), Lake 
Wenatchee (W27), Stehekin (6S9), 
Easton (ESW) and Woodland 
(W27) have neither WSDOT nor an 
AOPA Adopt-an-Airport volunteer 
or group helping to preserve those 

airports. Airports like Ranger Creek have liter-
ally been resurrected from the dead by WPA vol-
unteers working with others. Let’s not risk losing 
an airport! Please consider getting involved with 
one of the above listed state airports as a volun-
teer for WSDOT Aviation under the Airports 
dropdown.

Nice weather is upon us, so get out there and 
enjoy YOUR airports. Be aware of fireTFR’s den-
sity altitude. Consider flying to Oregon to watch 
the Eclipse and avoid the traffic.

By Tom Jensen
Airport Affairs

Flying season is upon us. Between the 
list of flying activities updated by Don Fitzpat-
rick and the WPA calendar main-
tained by Les Flue, you should 
be able to find an outing nearly 
every weekend through the sum-
mer months. Remember to check 
FATPNW Facebook site for addi-
tional events as well. The Colfax 
fly-in sponsored by the Lewiston 
EAA and Spokane Chapter mem-
ber Barney Buckley at his hangar 
brought in 3 C195’s and people 
with unique aircraft from all over 
the Northwest for a wonderful 
event and breakfast. Colville is 
gearing up for its Movie night and 
fly-in Breakfast Aug 4 and 5th. 
Camping is available with Show-
ers, Restrooms and free Wi-Fi. The Movie 
this year will be the Great Waldo Pepper. The 
Yakima Chapter has held educational meeting 
events with wings credit given, and welcomes 
everyone to attend the Saturday morning Cof-
fee gathering at Hangar 1 on the south side 
of the Airport. Contact Les Flue for more in-
formation, les@lesflue.com. For those of you 

Eastside Report
in the Wenatchee area, Klaus Marx, chapter 
president holds meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month. Call Klaus for more 
information 907-723-4379. The 
Tri-Cities chapter meets on the 
4th Wednesday, 6pm at Bergstrom 
Aircraft at the Pasco Airport, con-
tact Jim Hightower for more info 
541-720-4172. Deer Park Chapter 
meets on an as needed bases, con-
tact Darold Schultz for informa-
tion, 509-999-5835. The Okano-
gan and Ferry County Chapter 
continue to have numerous events 
and flying activities in their com-
munity. The event list that Don 
Fitzpatrick publishes and the 
WPA Calendar provide the latest 
and best info available for Chapter 

activities. The Republic Fly-in is coming soon; 
you should put that on the calendar to attend. 
Aug 25-27: Republic Fly-In & WPA Meeting 
at Ferry County Airport R49. The Spokane 
Chapter helped with Neighbor Days on Felts 
Field the first weekend of June. It was a beau-
tiful day and very well attended. The chapter 

Rich Jones
Vice President, West

One exciting development on the west 
side is the possibility of restarting the Olym-
pia and Seattle Chapters. Seeing 
a WPA chapter started up is an 
exciting thing as it becomes a 
lightning rod that draws the lo-
cal people together. I will do 
what I can to support these ef-
forts but as always it takes local 
leadership to keep a WPA chap-
ter alive and well.

I have noted recently that 
the contact information for some 
of the WPA chapters is obso-
lete on the State WPA web site. 
When I get done researching 
this I will get our web master to 
make the appropriate changes.

I have been in contact with 

Westside Report
the Harvey Field WPA Chapter recently and 
discovered that they are having some admin-

istrative difficulties in complet-
ing the transition to the officers 
that were elected for 2017. In the 
meantime they are having some 
fun events which is important to 
keep any chapter alive and well. 

My travel has been more 
restricted than I expected this 
summer as my wife Stephanie 
is recovering from a hip frac-
ture. Just as she was starting to 
get around nicely she strained a 
muscle and had to get back on 
the walker again. It looks like 
I am in for a few more weeks 
of being chief cook and bottle 
washer around here.

(Continued on page 7)

Tom Morris
Vice President, East

JOIN WPA
WPA is working to advance the 
interests of general aviation in 

Washington State.
Please Join or renew today!
www.wpaflys.org

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960
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800-275-7345
503-640-4686

Fax 503-640-3071
5625 NE Elam Young Pkwy

Hillsboro, OR 97124
www.regalaviation.com

After 35 years of federal and state 
service, including the last six years as Di-
rector of Aviation at the Washington State 

Department of Trans-
portation, Tristan At-
kins recently retired.

Under Atkins’ 
leadership, WSDOT 
completed landmark 
studies, including the 
Airport Investment 
and Airport Invest-
ment “Solutions” 
studies, which helped 

identify aviation funding gaps and target 
investments in the state.

He also helped create the Washington 
State Aviation Alliance, which serves as a 
collective voice for airports and aviation-
related interests statewide. Atkins has also 
championed efforts to increase state Air-
port Aid Grant Program funding for air-
port projects.

Atkins also effectively transitioned 
the Aviation Division office to the Olym-
pia Regional Airport and created an Avia-
tion Emergency Coordination Center for 
disaster response, which was instrumental 
in heightening aviation’s role in the Pacific 
Northwest regional Cascadia Rising emer-
gency drill last summer.

Most recently, Atkins and his staff 
were awarded the 2017 President’s Award 
from the Washington Airport Manage-
ment Association (WAMA). This was the 
first time a state agency has ever received 
this recognition from WAMA.

“I’m extremely appreciative for the 
friendships and support that the WSDOT 
aviation team and I have received from our 
amazing stakeholders,” Atkins said. “I’m 
grateful to our partners, including airport, 
pilot, and other aviation organizations — 
locally, statewide, and nationally.”

A veteran of aviation, Atkins was 
named WSDOT director of aviation in 
June 2011. Prior to joining WSDOT, At-
kins worked for the Washington State Pa-
trol for 25 years, and was commander of 
the aviation section for 10 years. Atkins 
holds the military rank of colonel, having 
served as an Army aviator for 24 years.

Washington 
Aviation 
Director 
Retires
By General Aviation News Staff

By June Fitzpatrick

WPA Pedals 
for Pilots 
Program

Felts Field 
Neighbor Day a 
Great Success

Colville Mayor recognizes the value of Colville’s Airport

Smokejumper Aviation at Methow 
Valley State Airport (S52) a.k.a. Winthrop 
Smokejumper Base, now boasts “Courtesy 
Bicycles” for pilots and their crews to bor-
row.

The airport is located between Win-
throp and Twisp...about a 5 mile, fairly flat, 
scenic ride either way. 

Fly to S52 . . . fuel up your plane . . . 
ride to town . . . fuel up your tummy. Hel-
mets and servicing are provided by Methow 
Cycle and Sport. John O’Keefe, Smoke-
jumper Aviation owner, and Don Fitzpatrick, 
neighboring hangar owner, spearheaded the 
“Pedals for Pilots” project for Washington 
Pilots Association.

Bikes at the garage.

Felts Field’s recent Neighbor Days was a great 
success with over 10,000 Spokane airport neighbors 
coming out to see antique airplanes such as Larry 
Howard’s Laird (pictured above), homebuilts and 
other aircraft at the field.
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Full Service FBO at Spokane (GEG)

100LL Line Service
Heated Hangar
Signature TailWins Points
Ramp Side Vehicle Access

The Port of Lopez has recently completed 
improvements to its airplane camping facility 
and invites pilots to come visit, spend the night 
and explore our island. Thanks to funding from 
San Juan County and many hours of volunteer 
labor by the local pilots we now have a new pic-
nic shelter with BBQ facilities and picnic tables. 
In addition to plenty of 
ramp parking there are 
four dedicated aircraft 
tie-down/tent sites on 
grass in the shade for 
those hot summer days.

There are various 
options for transporta-
tion on Lopez sans car. 
San Juan transit oper-
ates a scheduled ser-
vice in the summer that 
makes stops at the golf 
course/airport Fri, Sat, 
Sun and holidays. See 
their web site http://www.sanjuantransit.com/
schedules.html for schedules and fares.

Bicycles are great for transportation on the 
island and if you cannot bring your own Village 
Cycles rents them and will deliver to the airport 
for you if you call ahead. (360-468-4013)

The local golf course is next door and wel-
comes visiting golfers so if golf is your thing pack 
your clubs. This one you can walk to.

How does a project like this happen?
My first airplane camping experience was 

at an American Yan-
kee Fly in at Columbia 
airport (O22) in the 
Sierra foothills. It was 
delightful. Since then 
our airport overnights 
have ranged from the 
deluxe camping avail-
able at some Idaho State 
airports to “camping” in 
the pilot lounge while 
the thunderstorms put 
on a show in central 
Utah. I thought wouldn’t 
it be nice if my home airport could offer this ex-
perience as well.

Lopez Airport has always allowed pilots to 

Lopez Island Airport Fly-in 
Campground
By Bruce Dunlop

looks ahead to the annual Hutton Settlement 
Flight in August and the Veterans Fall Foliage 
Flight in October. A group from the Spokane 
Chapter flew to Madras to visit the Museum. I 
was told it was a great trip, and everyone had a 
wonderful time. Plans for next year are already 
being made.

I will be unable to attend the Arlington 
meeting due to conflicts again. I have sent 
George my proxy for any votes that may need 
to be taken. I would ask that you all start think-

ing about volunteering for an officer or director 
position for next year, as some vacancies will 
need to be filled. It would be nice to see some 
of these positions filled by some of the other 
chapters too. I will not be running next year 
for any position, the VP East will need to be 
filled. I have enjoyed getting out and meeting 
most every chapter at either a chapter meeting 
or event, but it’s time to share the experience. I 
hope to make more meetings and events as the 
Flying Season moves on.

(Continued from page 5)

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

Eastside Report

LOCAL BOY’S JOURNEY TO  
BECOME A COMMERCIAL PILOT 

17 Year-Old Solos at Bellingham Airport As First Step 
Towards Aviation Career

camp on the field but has never done anything to 
promote or enhance the experience. In the spring 
of 2016 I approached the Port Commissioners 
with a request to consider adding camping spe-
cific facilities and to promote this use for visit-
ing pilots. A local builder and pilot, Dan Currier, 
drew up plans for a picnic shelter and we present-

ed it to the Port along 
with a proposal to apply 
for a San Juan County 
infrastructure grant 
to improve the airport 
for camping. Be care-
ful what you ask for as 
the Commissioners ap-
proved the proposal and 
allowed me to work with 
the administrative assis-
tant to write and submit 
the grant proposal.

Last summer the 
grant was approved and 

we began the process of soliciting bids for the 
various parts of the project. This is when I learned 
that it is a good thing I do not do estimating for a 
living! It soon became clear that I was going to be 
managing volunteers not contractors as the bids 
came in well in excess of my expectations. For-
tunately Commissioner Kenn Aufterhar offered 
to work with me to get the picnic shelter built 
and our local pilots stepped up to the challenge 
always ready to help. Some of our pilots “fly” 
backhoes as well as airplanes and they made 

short work of the site 
prep. Together we put 
in over 120 hours of do-
nated labor to complete 
the building project.

The labor savings 
allowed us to spend the 
grant funds on materials 
and site amenities like 
picnic tables, BBQ and 
potable water to the site.

This project turned 
out to be a lot of fun 
to do and we hope has 

added something to our airport for all to enjoy. 
I look forward to seeing WPA members visiting 
Lopez Island.

Tie-down Campsite #1

Picnic Shelter with Charcoal BBQ
On a recent Sunday afternoon, Jim Hig-

ginson, a well known local flight instruc-
tor and retired airline pilot, watched from 
the Bellingham Airport tower as his young 
student successfully completed his first solo 
flight on May 21st. Matthews Man Kuan 
Mak, a 17 year old Bellingham resident 
originally from Hong Kong, is working to 
obtain his private pilot’s license and toward 
his dream to become a commercial pilot. 

Matthews Mak is in the 11th grade at 
Lynden Christian High School, is working 
hard to perfect his English skills, and along 
with his studies, is on the school’s swim 
team. Matthews Mak, who goes by “Mak”, is 
the youngest member of the local Chukaknut 
Flying Club. Higginson, a long time resident 
of Lopez Island who now lives in Belling-

ham, has helped train 
many local pilots. Rob-
ert Powell, President of 
the Washington State 
Pilots; Association’s 
North Sound Chapter, 
was on hand to con-
gratulate and welcome 
Mak into the local and 
state pilots’ group. Hig-
ginson said that he was 
proud of Mak soloing 
before he even had his 
automobile driver’s per-
mit and looks forward to 
instructing and assisting 
Mak in his career goals.

Kuan Matthews Mak (L) and instructorJim Higginson (R)

Kuan Matthews Mak after soloing 
at Bellingham Airport

still more work to do. An issue I have true 
interest and enthusiasm for is the use of 
aircraft in wildfire suppression. My un-
fortunate familiarity with wildfires in our 
region has allowed me to see the benefits 
of aircraft-powered wildfire suppression 
efforts firsthand. The initial response to 
containing and quashing a wildfire is criti-
cal in keeping the fire from becoming cata-
strophic. For this reason, I have encouraged 
and supported the increased use of single 
engine air tankers (SEATS) throughout our 
state. As the chair of the wildfire caucus, 
my caucus members and I have advocated 
the use of agriculture aircraft in initial sup-
pression until the larger equipment can be 
on scene. We have also supported the certi-
fication of the Boeing 747 as an air tanker. 
It is currently in use in South America, and 
we would like to see it available here in the 
United States as well. Aircraft is one of our 
most valuable assets in combatting wild-
fires, and we have seen the efficient use of 
aircrafts during wildfire suppression efforts 
so far this year. I hope this trend continues 

and I will continue to push for the increased 
use of aircrafts throughout the wildfire sea-
son.

If you ever have comments or ideas for 
aviation-related legislation please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with me. You may 
email me at tom.dent@leg.wa.gov or con-
tact my office at 360-786-7932. You can 
also sign up for my email updates by vis-
iting my website at www.Representative-
TomDent.com. 

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident of 
Washington and has been a professional 
pilot since 1976 accumulating more than 
20,000-logged hours. He currently holds an 
Airline Transport Pilot Certificate multi-
engine land with commercial privileges 
single engine land. Tom is also a Certifi-
cated Flight Instructor for both single and 
multi-engine airplane and instrument air-
plane. He lives on his ranch with his family, 
the Flying T, seven miles northeast of Mo-
ses Lake. Tom, represents the 13th District, 
and is currently serving his second term in 
the state House of Representatives.

Aviation Legislative Update

business model around. Seek out business 
development opportunities. Invest in in-
cubator buildings. 
Convert unused land 
into agricultural rev-
enue. Acquire addi-
tional land to do just 
that. Invest in in-
frastructure (water, 
sewer, natural gas). 
Encourage business 
development. 

 If you go down 
the list of Mac’s lit-
any of troubles everything except the en-
gineering of fuel efficient engines can and 
should be resolved by the airport sponsor! 

Fencing, ramp with understanding “fair 
market value”… the value of the asset. 

The owner of the 
FBO is access, after 
hour’s operations, 
plush facilities, 
multiple FBOs on 
airport, private fuel 
farms all require ap-
proval of the Airport 
Sponsor. The Spon-
sor has the final say 
on who, where and 
how much. It all 

starts going to do what is best for his or 
her business. The airport sponsor should 
do the same.

FBO or Airport Sponsor



Page 8 - WPA Wings AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2017

Chapter Presidents, please verify time and location of meetings.
Any changes contact WINGS@WPAFLYS.ORG

AVIATION ACTIVITY CALENDAR

SEE MORE AT WPAFLYS.ORG
POST YOUR EVENT TO THE CALENDAR!!

Have an event coming up?
Go to: http://bit.do/wpacalendar and post your event!

7/29  All day Chehalis Fest and Young Eagles(KCLS)  David or Brandon 360-748-1230
8/3  12:00 PM Museum of Flight (KBFI) Wells Fargo Free 1st Thursday
8/4  All day Eastsound Fly-in & Antique Car Show on Orcas Island@ KORS
8/4  12- 3 PM Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter (Also 8/11, 8/12, 8/25)
8/4  All day Seafair Air Show http://www.seafair.com/ (Beware TFRs)
8/4  8:00 PM Colville “Movie Night @ the Airport, 
   “The Great Waldo Pepper” Camping OK
8/5  9:30 AM Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Fly-out - (Also 8/12, 8/19, 8/26)
8/5  -     8/6 FATPNW Quillayute Campout
8/5   -     8/6 39th Annual Jim Wright Memorial Stearman Fly-In, 61S (Cottage Grove)
8/5  7 - 11 AM Colville Valley chapter fly-in breakfast/rides/camping/Airport open house
8/11  -     8/12 Sullivan Lake Splash In, Breakfast & Aircraft displays EAA 208-255-9954
8/18  -     8/19 Cavanaugh Bay Airport Fly-In BBQ Camp - Near Coolin, ID 66S 
8/19  11:00 AM Heritage Flight Museum Fly Day (KBVS) http://heritageflight.org/
  - 4:00 PM
8/21  10:00 AM Eclipse viewing at KSLE and U88. Take your arc welding lenses.
8/19  12:00 PM Largest FATPNW Fly-In hosted by FBOs at KRNT
8/25  -     8/27 Old-Fashioned Republic Fly-In & WPA Meeting at Ferry Co. Airport R49
8/25  -     8/27 Olympic Peninsula Air Affaire @ Sequim Valley W28, Air shows, Food.

AUGUST 2017

SEPTEMBER 2017
9/1 - 9/4 5 PM HFF Vintage Aircraft Weekend - Paine Field Big Band Dinner Dance, Fun
9/2  9:30 AM Blackberry Festival Fly-In @ KPWT, car shows, shuttles to town. 
  - 3:00 PM
9/9  -     9/10 Hood River Fly In - K4S2 - (WAAAM Air and Auto Museum)
9/13  -     9/17 Reno Air Races
9/16  10 - 1 PM FATPNW End of Summer Party - Auburn Municipal Airport - S50
9/16  11 - 4 PM Heritage Flight Museum Fly Day
9/23  All day Fitzpatrick - O’Keefe Irish Fly-In - Winthrop Lunch, Spot landings, bikes.
9/23  9 - 11 AM  Pancake Breakfast   - Pendleton, OR KPDT (Pendleton EAA 219)

OCTOBER 2017
10/5  12:00 PM Museum of Flight (KBFI) Wells Fargo Free 1st Thursday
10/6  -     10/8 16th Annual Port Angeles Dungeness Crab & Seafood Fest

APRIL 18th , 2105
The morning briefing gave us the cer-

tainty of departing Whitehorse, but get-
ting home might still be an issue. The pre-
departure list checked and confirmed, bags 
packed, and breakfast stuffed into a bag for 
later, we checked out of the Skky Motel, 
and crossed the street to the airport. As we 
passed by the world’s largest weather vane, 
“Charlie Papa Yankee”, a DC3 which pivots 
atop a pedestal, told us that CYXY would 
have the usual gusty conditions, but noth-
ing approaching the winds that we had on 
arrival. At Rodan Air, we removed 59N’s 
canary-yellow cowling cover one last time 
(A borrowed necessity from a BVS pilot. 
Thanks Russ!). We loaded up, bade fare-
well to Justin and his crew, and taxied for 
a south-bound departure. Things would get 
lively even before we left the ground on this, 
our last day of flying! As I was preforming 
a run-up, the tower advised us that an ap-
proaching Chinook would be landing just to 
our right momentarily, so we turned our nose 
to the east, hoping to avoid in-taking their 
inevitable dust. We wondered why they must 
cozy up right next to us, when the entire run-
way and taxiways were available with no 
traffic on the ground or in the air! We were 
also not sure who the dyslexic member of 
the group was: the tower controller, or the 
pilot of the Chinook. Because, instead of 
landing to our back, as we had been advised 
they would, they put down directly in front 
of us! Quickly pivoting again, away from the 
self-imposed CYXY#!@&!! dust storm, we 
could do nothing but hunker down, and wish 
them “Away!”

After that significant dusting, we de-
parted runway 14 to the south; 59N seemed 
none the worse, despite her mistreatment. On 
high-swan alert, remembering those mag-
nificent avian-targets, we also enjoyed the 
beautiful surrounding vistas to which they 
were migrating. Following the NDB airway, 
BR29, we were quickly east of Golden Horn, 
Whitehorse’s closest peak, and a panorama 
that we had admired from the ground during 
our stay. With Atlin ahead, the VFR weather 
was holding, however, as we crossed that 
airfield, we circled and assessed the strip just 
in case we required a premature put-down. 
Continuing on to Dease Lake via the same 
NDB airway, the anticipated lowering over-
cast squeezed us ever downward, to an up-
close and cozy proximity with the ground. 
The GPS issued repetitive and grumpy red-
alerts for terrain warnings. We know, Buddy, 

we know! Ahead, breaks in the overcast held 
the promise of making Smithers.

Sleepy Dease Lake was fast approach-
ing, and with sufficient fuel to continue to 
Smithers, we decided to by-pass this previ-
ous stop since the weather was only barely 
permitting passage at the moment. Quiet 
Dease Lake belies it’s lively, if not downright 
raucous history, with multiple gold rushes, 
and several subsequent ghost towns. Geo-
logically, it also holds a “Claim to Fame”, as 
it sits atop a Continental Divide. The Arctic 
Divide Inn and Motel actually claims that 
their roof- top drainage is destined for ei-
ther the Arctic Ocean, or the Pacific Ocean, 
depending on whether the runoff is to the 
south, or to the north. On close examination, 
one can find significance even in the most 
understated and unassuming spots!

South of Dease Lake, we followed the 
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VFR route which wound through a series 
of valleys and lower terrain. The low, icy 
overcast, which had been our morning pro-
tagonist, began to give way to a scattered 
layer, and increasingly, made the VFR Route 
a more acceptable option. In the vicinity of 
Bob Quinn Lake, we tried the Pacific DRCO 
(Dial-up Remote Communications Outlet), 
and were successful at making contact with 
a weather briefer via a frequency-phone-call. 
Touching base with civilization in the midst 
of the “Canadian Outback” via a phone con-
nection was a How-About-That! moment, as 
neither of us had ever used this type of RCO 
before. Additionally, someone besides us 
now knew where in the “Outback” we were!

Having by-passed the quiet enclave of 
Dease Lake to avoid becoming grounded 
there, our Whitehorse to Smithers, was fast 
becoming a bladder-buster leg! At Smith-
ers, as on our stop there two weeks previ-
ously, the FSS directed us to a parking spot 
that was a very long dance to the loo. I guess 
now is a good time to apologize to Peggy 
for the footprints I left on her back as I ex-
ited the cockpit! On any future trip to that 
destination, I will absolutely question the 
necessity of such a long-distance-temporary 
positioning in view of their totally empty, in-
active and expansive tarmac! After a pleas-
ant chat with yet another lonesome fueler, 
we prepared to depart. It was then that we 

became aware of a steady, raucous noise on 
the airport, but we could not immediately 
determine the source. It required a good 
look around before we discovered that it 
was originating from about 1,000 feet above 
us, as a great flock of swans, numbering 
in the hundreds, if not the thousands, were 
passing overhead! It was possible that my 
internal-mid-air-collision-avoidance radar 
had kicked into overdrive; When I perceived 
the sight, it easily appeared to be thousands, 
whether it was or not! Whichever it was, it 
was a sobering reminder that we would have 
significant numbers of unmonitored traffic in 
the air as we headed south! 

Departing Smithers for the second time, 
I was now aware of the differing elevations 
of the runway, which create a rise in the mid-
section of the take-off run. On our previous 
departure from Smithers, at mid-field, when 

Impending dust storm! Peggy Gordon photo.

Whitehorse’s World’s Largest Weather Vane: Charlie Papa Yankee. Peggy Gordon Photo.
it appeared that I had run out of runway, I 
experienced an adrenaline-driven, prema-
ture, cowgirl-esque take-off. Self-chastised, 
I wondered how I had missed that little de-
tail, but upon looking at the runway diagram 
later, the “Gradient-Gotcha!” is not at all 
evident from the information available. Lo-
cal knowledge gleaned, my cowgirl takeoff 
reverted to a more standard, and much less 
exciting departure!

From Smithers, we flew Victor-324 
south of the Houston VOR. Our oxygen 
bottle, refilled in Whitehorse, was at-the-
ready for the higher altitude that the cross-
ing would require. The Homathko Icefield 
was the hump-before-home, but the weather 
was clearing with every mile as we traveled 
south, so there was a sense that we would 
easily reach Bellingham for our last rendez-

vous with customs, as scheduled. Approach-
ing Vancouver, I queried ATC as to how I 
might anticipate being vectored over that 
very busy airspace. They proceeded to take 
me by the hand, and lead me from point to 
point until I exited their airspace. I felt like 
a kindergartener at 9,500 feet; I followed 
directions, went where I was told, and said 
“Yes Sir, No Sir, and Thank You Sir”. Then, 
at the US border, I was promoted to self-nav-
igation, and made a bee-line for BLI!

The final task of clearing customs com-
pleted, we taxied to the hangar, and savored 
the successful completion of a splendid trip. 
The spectacular memories, the stunning 
scenery, Peggy’s beautiful photos, and even 
the sometimes-horrid weather: We would 
relish them all for a long time to come!


