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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from your WPA 
board to everyone reading this newsletter.

It is very easy to get in the habit of complaining, but we have so 
much to be thankful for in this great country of ours.  I am always 
very appreciative of what we have here when I return from one of my 
business “adventures” in South America.

WPA will be participating on the AWB, (Association of 
Washington Business), subcommittee on Aviation fuel taxes.  I was not 
able to attend the fi rst meeting but Tristan Atkins,  Director WSDOT / 
Aviation, made a great presentation on the history of the tax structure 
and where the money goes.  Our airport infrastructure in the state is 

rapidly deteriorating.  Tristan is working with WSDOT in structuring a revenue stream that 
allows more of the money from aircraft registration and fuel fl owage fees to go to the aviation 
division.  Those funds can then be leveraged with FAA funds to improve airport infrastructure. 
We will be supporting the aviation division through WPA education of our legislators.

Thanks to those of you that have renewed your WPA membership.  As memberships 
are renewed we are seeing a slight improvement in PAC contributions which we really need.  
Please consider a $50 or $100 contribution to WPA PAC.  We use those funds to support 
candidates that support our goal of supporting general aviation.  It does not matter which side 
of the political fence you are on.  Focus on the goal of supporting general aviation.  Lobbyists 
have helped WPA gain access to people that make decisions that support our efforts.  Your 
continued support of the WPA PAC is much appreciated.

This next legislative session beginning in January will have some new members.  It is 
imperative that we have access to these people in order to further our agenda in support of 
General Aviation.  Even though revenue is forecast to increase for the next state biennium 
by about 7.5%, there is forecast spending increase of about 12%.  So there will be the usual 
aggressive hunt for new revenue which includes new taxes and fees.

We certainly support a fee and tax structure paid by pilots that supports our aviation 
infrastructure.  But we strongly oppose the current theft of pilot invested funds that are siphoned 
off to the black hole called the “General Fund”. 

David R. Lucke PE, President, Washington Pilots Association   

By Tom Morris Eastside VP
Have you ever thought about a Balloon Rating? I hadn’t, but after attending the Great 

Prosser Balloon Rally this year I was inspired. What a magnifi cent event. It is an event 
that the pilots and crews get to intermingle with the community and provide hands on 
educational experience about fl ight. Thinking, once again out of the box, I’ve been asking 
WPA members if there would be enough interest to look at, and combining forces to 
purchase a balloon to be able to get a rating. It would take 15-20 individuals with around 
$1500-$2000 to purchase a balloon. There is a balloon manufacturer in Spokane that 
has been here for many years and would be willing to help out. There are many options, 
but it sounded like $30,000-$35000 would get us off the ground. The money up front to 
purchase the balloon would be your balloon rental cost. The WPA would end up with 
the balloon. You would still need to pay for your instructor and propane etc. As you can 
imagine, there are other details that need to be looked at. Insurance, instructor’s available, 
and the list goes on. But that is only important if there is enough interest by members to 
require more research. I have two people in Spokane that have shown interest, if you are 
interested in learning more about the idea please let me know at tzmorris@comcast.net 
or 509-939-4459. Or you can just let me know I’m full of Hot Air!

Ballooning – a beautiful
way to fly!

President’s Message…

Voters register support
for GA on election day!
by Craig Fuller 

Because we are passionate 
and vocal we are building 
a stronger appreciation for 
GA and all that the freedom 
to fl y means in America!

There was a very important Election Day 
victory for the general aviation community, 
but it did not involve anyone actually listed on 
a ballot. Our victory has to do with the views 
of voters and a dramatic increase of support 
for GA from 2008 to 2012. 
I will share with you below 
what we just learned from 
a new survey taken the 
evening of the election and 
the day after….

D u r i n g  t h e  fo u r 
years since the national 
elections in 2008, we in the general aviation 
community have been doing everything 
possible to advance the notion (and the 
reality) that GA really matters. It means jobs, 
economic growth, and the expression of an 
important freedom, the freedom to fl y.

Here at AOPA we formed General 
Aviation Serves America when user fees 
threatened in 2009. Our friends at the National 
Business Aviation Association (NBAA) 
and the General Aviation Manufacturers 
Association (GAMA) advanced “No Plane, 
No Gain” to share stories of how vital aircraft 
are for all types of commercial activity. And, 
together with a broad based group called the 
Alliance for Aviation Across America, we 
worked to encourage state legislators and 
governors to pass resolutions in support of 
general aviation.

So, here’s the story. For a number of 
years, I have worked with one of the best 
public opinion researchers in the business 

who runs a post-election survey to learn 
all about what voters had on their minds 
on election day. The survey is national 
and has a fairly large sample. But what has 
always interested me about this technique 
is that the survey consists only of voters 

who actually voted, so it 
provides valuable insights 
into the thinking of our 
citizens who care enough 
to vote!

The researcher works 
with several groups in 
advance to fi nd questions 

that are of a unique interest. So, in 2008 and 
again in 2012 we asked America’s voters 
some questions about general aviation. To 
be honest, the results are very favorable—so 
favorable that if the exact same questions 
had not been asked previously by the same 
researcher using the same post-election 
survey technique, I might be a bit skeptical.

What I believe the survey shows very 
clearly is that America’s voters place a higher 
value on general aviation in 2012 than they 
did in 2008. Yes, that’s right. We are doing 
better in the minds of voters. And, going into 
the highly charged public policy debates over 
the next several months, these fi ndings should 
serve to bolster our case.

So, here are the results.
1. In 2008 and again in 2012, we asked 

voters to tell us whether they agreed or 
disagreed with the following statement: 
General aviation in the United States is an 

WPA and a balloon rating?

and Happy Flying in the New Year!
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Auburn planning to add 
companies, jobs as it 
enhances airport
by GLENN FARLEY / KING 5 News

AUBURN, WASH -  The City of Auburn is embarking on an aggressive plan to build an 
aerospace oriented enterprise zone centered around the city’s general aviation airport.  

“We’re really trying to enhance the airport, and maximize the economy of the airport,” 
said Bill Thomas, an Economic Development Planner with the City of Auburn. 

He says the airport is recognized by King County’s Aerospace Alliance, as “... a gem in 
the rough.” 

He says the airport currently maintains 300 direct and indirect jobs, with an economic 
impact of some $90 million a year, which Thomas hopes will double.

“We’re third in the county in terms of aviation growth,” he said.
The Auburn airport was built in the late 1960s as a general aviation airport dedicated to 

small aircraft.  The changes would add another 500 feet to the runway for safety, and allow the 
construction of a taxiway on the west side of the airport.  The idea is to be able to bring in small 
jets and other corporate aircraft, which the city expects will lead to more economic development. 
Thomas says the expansion will happen within the current fence lines of the airport.

And some of that development is already heading Auburn’s way.  Just this week, the 
city passed legislation clearing the way for Orion Aerospace to build a 100,000 square foot 
facility to employ up to 265 people before the end of 2013.  Ground breaking expected to start 
in December on three parcels of land assembled by the city from King County, King County 
Metro and a private owner.

“To be part of Auburn’s aerospace cluster is a pretty big deal for us.” Says Tom Brosius, 
Orion’s general manager.  The company started out in Renton in 1957, but has been headquartered 
in Federal Way for more than 20 years. Brosius says the company’s current  46,000 square foot 
facility is, “Just flat out of room.”

Orion makes parts for Boeing, and was recently named Boeing’s Supplier of the year.  
But as you tour through the company’s Federal Way plant you may not realize that it’s mission 
is a bit different than other companies that make airplane parts.  Orion is a social enterprise.  
It’s mission is to help train people for careers who otherwise have barriers to employment.”

“I’ve upgraded my resume,” said Tony Kilgore of Seattle, who started working at Orion 
in June.  He  hopes that his job here will lead to a career working for Boeing.  “Now that I’ve 
got the training. Now I can apply.”

Kilgore was laid off from a Seattle tour bus operator 18 months ago.  He was referred by 
the state’s vocational rehabilitation program.

John Dambacher’s been here since August, after he was referred by the City of Federal 
Way after six years of chronic unemployment and underemployed since 2006, when lost his 
last steady job as a carpenter. 

“I’m heading to become a journeyman machinist,” said Dambacher, 51, who says he had 
never considered the career path before his referral to Orion.

Orion employs over 200 people now, and will have an additional 40 openings by November 
of 2013 when it expects to open the doors on its new Auburn plant.  It expects to lease out the 
Federal Way facility which it owns.

Auburn was attractive to Orion in part because there are more opportunities for people to 
take public transit to get to work, including Sounder commuter trains.  It would also be closer 
to Boeing’s large Auburn fabrication division where most of Orion’s parts go.  Orion also makes 
parts for the automotive, medical and marine industries.

“Their primary mission is workforce development training. And that’s where they fit in,” 
said Bill Thomas with the city. 

He says discussions are now ongoing with Green River Technical College  to set up an 
aviation training facility at the airport to train students for careers aviation, including air 
traffic control.

Currently the Auburn Airport does not have a control tower.  Thomas would like to see 
one built.

Wings Communications Director’s Footnote:
Isn’t it a shame that those in charge of S98, Vista Field at Kennewick, aren’t as astute, 

aviation oriented, and forward thinking as those in charge of Auburn Airport’s future.

Auburn Municipal
400 23rd Street NE Auburn, WA  98002

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 47 Federal: Airport Elevation:                63 
Associated City: Auburn Approach Category:
County: King State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: City Govt. Number: 1 FAA: IIB
Owner: City of Auburn Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/13/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 5 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -
Medical Transport Single-Engine 288
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 2 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 2 AIS Last Updated: 12/10/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 0 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 2 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 299 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/10/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 0 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 299 5 658
Operations 142,000  4,254 142,000 

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-
-
-

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

B: 91 to < 
121 knots

Reliever Airport

Asphalt

Auburn Municipal Airport is in King County adjacent to HWY 167, two miles north of Auburn. The
Airport has 242 based aircraft, including 231 single-engine, 10 multi-engine piston-powered, and 1
helicopter. The latest data indicate that the Airport had a total of 171,900 annual operations.
Runway 16-34, the sole runway, is 3,400' long, 75' wide, has an asphalt surface, and is equipped
with MIRL. Approaches to both runway ends are visual, and each is supported by visual approach
slope indicators.

Regional

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 50 0 0
Military Local 50 0 0 0
Commercial Air Taxi 6100 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 85241 0 12000 12000
General Local 52009 0 130000 130000

0

20000

40000

60000

80000

100000

120000

140000

160000

Printed: 3/22/2012

Auburn Municipal
400 23rd Street NE Auburn, WA  98002

Airport Businesses and Visitors

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

AIRPORT BUSINESSES
Counties in Impact Region: King_Pierce
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs on the airport footprint (excluding businesses that are not aviation-dependent).
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs located on the airport footprint.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Estimated Economic Impact Direct Total Impact
Jobs                            42 57
Labor Income  $            1,200,000 1,953,000
Output  $            2,400,000 4,500,000

VISITOR SPENDING
Impact Region: Washington State (once visitors land they may spend their money throughout the state).
Total Visitor Spending: Estimated total annual spending by visitors traveling through this airport.
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs supported by the total estimated visitor expenditures.
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs supported by visitor expenditures.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original visitor spending that remains in the state (some visitor spending

dollars paid to businesses will be exported out of the state).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Total Estimated Visitor Spending: 775,200$               
Direct Indirect/Induced Total Impact All State Impacts % State Impact

Jobs                             8                              4 12 94,000 0.01%
Labor Income  $              223,000  $               194,000 417,000$             3,311,700,000$     0.01%
Output  $              682,000 597,000$               1,279,000$          10,160,600,000$   0.01%

FISCAL IMPACTS

Estimated Taxes Paid to Each Jurisdiction Type
Cities Counties Special Districts State Total Taxes

Airport Businesses  $                38,000  $                 23,000  $               32,000  $              289,000 382,000$             
Visitors  $                  7,400  $                   7,500  $                 7,800  $                39,000 61,700$               
Total  $                45,400  $                 30,500  $               39,800  $              328,000  $            443,700 
NOTE: Tax estimates include Aircraft Excise Tax, Property Tax, Business & Occupation Tax, Sales Tax, Aviation Fuel Tax,
            State and Local Utility Taxes, Rental Car Tax, and Lodging Tax.
            Special Districts include Transit, Schools, Hospitals, Fire, EMS, Parks, Ports, Utilities, and others.

Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced

                                                          15 
 $                                              753,000 
 $                                           2,100,000 
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important part of the nation’s transportation 
system. 

In 2008, 62% agreed. In 2012, 93% 
agreed.

And, the agreement was across all 
demographic groups.

2. In both national election years we asked 
voters to agree or disagree with this statement: 
General aviation in the United States is 
important to me and my family.

In 2008, 29% agreed. In 2012, 76% 
agreed.

3. One other question of interest was 
asked that was new this year. We asked voters 
about their aspiration to fly in a private plane. 
Across all voters, 31% of those that had never 
been in a private plane said they hope to some 
day. And, among younger voters between the 
ages of 18 and 24, just over half said they have 
the desire to fly in a private plane.

Voters register support
These election day results encourage me to 

think that tens of millions of America’s voters 
not only recognize the value of general aviation, 
but actually want to participate in experiencing 
the freedom to fly. I know sometimes we feel 
like our constituency is small, but because 
we are passionate and vocal we are building 
a stronger appreciation for GA and all that the 
freedom to fly means in America! We need to 
keep up the fight and we need your continued 
support–together we really are changing the 
way America views GA.

(Continued from page one)
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By Fred Wert, Winthrop 
Dear Fellow Pilots,

We have a safety issue here in the Methow Valley that needs your help. The two 
primary airports, Methow State (S52) and Twisp (2S0) have different CTAF frequencies; 
122.8 and 122.9 respectively. Yet they are separated by only 5 miles and there is a 400 foot 
high hill between them blocking a direct view. As a consequence transient pilots visiting 
S52 usually are monitoring only 122.8 and often will fly directly through the traffic pattern 
for Twisp, not in radio contact with aircraft arriving or departing Twisp. 

The Methow State airport is owned and operated by WSDOT Aviation. Methow State 
does not have an ATIS or UNICOM. The forest service has a ground based FCC license 
to broadcast to its contracted aircraft and never uses the published CTAF. The current 
information in the F/D is incorrect. 

One of the reasons cited by the AIM for different CTAFs for airports in close proximity 
is “traffic congestion” on the radio. That is not an issue here in the Methow Valley. In the 
first place, due to the high mountains in all directions there is no interference from radio 
transmission outside the Valley. And second, there is very little traffic. The majority of 
the traffic by far is at the Twisp airport where there are 31 aircraft based and several very 
active pilots, including one Part 135 operator and three instructors. There are four pilots 
based at S52 and a summer only jump plane. There are four airstrips in the Valley and 
S52 is the only one using 122.8.

On June 7, 2012 I requested that WSDOT Aviation change the CTAF at S52 from 122.8 
to 122.9 in conformance with the recommendation of the FAA as specified in Table 4-1-1 
of the AIM. They agree that the FAA does not have jurisdiction over the CTAF frequency, 
but nonetheless have requested a “legal opinion” from the FAA. Most importantly, WSDOT 
Aviation plans on requesting comments from the pilot community on this proposed change. 

I urge you to support the change of the S52 frequency to 122.9. This change is supported 
by the pilots in this valley who know this problem better than anyone. This is an example 
of local knowledge being more important than general knowledge, just like the Pearson 
Airpark situation. Please help improve the safety for both local Methow Valley pilots as 
well as yourself when you visit the Methow Valley by encouraging WSDOT Aviation to 
change the CTAF to 122.9. Thank you for your help.

Safety issue in the Methow 
Valley needs your help

WSDOT asks WPA for feedback 
on potential frequency change at 
Methow Valley State Airport

The Washington State Department of Transportation wants your feedback.
 WSDOT Aviation is currently investigating the ramifications of changing the Common 

Traffic Advisory Frequency (CTAF) at the Methow Valley State Airport from 122.8 to 122.9. 
Changing the CTAF to 122.9 would align it with the frequency at Twisp Municipal Airport, 
which is only about six miles south of the Methow Airport. WSDOT has partnered with the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
to tackle this issue and determine the best option. After initial coordination, the FCC has 
determined that it is ultimately WSDOT’s decision as the airport sponsor whether to change 
the CTAF at Methow.

 Both Methow and Twisp airports share airspace, and having a common 122.9 frequency 
could increase safety by providing pilots with improved situational awareness about flight 
activity in the area. Conversely, a shared frequency could also create confusion about what 
airport is being referenced. Another issue: Twisp’s rotating beacon and runway lights are pilot 
activated at the 122.9 frequency, while Methow’s runway lights are activated at the 122.8 
frequency. Therefore, the potential exists for the two pilot-controlled runway lights to interfere 
with each other if they are on the same frequency.

 Clearly, legitimate pros and cons surround this potential change, and WSDOT will request 
WPA’s input in making an informed recommendation.

 In the January edition of the WPA newsletter, WSDOT will present its research surrounding 
the CTAF change issue, list the pros and cons, and provide a feedback form for you to submit 
comments. Together, we will work toward a decision that will make the Winthrop/Twisp skies 
safer.

Stay tuned!

FAA to form panel as Pearson 
airspace dispute continues

The Federal Aviation Administration 
will form a special panel to review the shared 
airspace between Pearson Field and Portland 
International Airpor t, lengthening the 
uncertainty surrounding access at Vancouver’s 
historic airfield.

The development comes two months after 
the FAA floated a proposed rule change that 
would restrict flights in and out of Pearson. 
The city of Vancouver and others pushed back, 
forcing federal officials to delay a planned 
Oct. 1 implementation. Now with a Safety 
Risk Management Panel set to convene in 
December, it appears the dispute won’t be 
resolved any time soon.

Starting the week of Dec. 10, the process 
could take anywhere from 45 to 90 days, FAA 
spokesman Ian Gregor said.

The proposed FAA rule change would 
have created a “Pearson box” — one mile 
wide by six miles long — in which Pearson 
pilots would have to yield to larger airliners 
approaching PDX from the west.

FAA officials have said the change was 
designed with safety in mind, aiming to keep 
multiple aircraft out of the same crowded 
airspace at the same time. Pearson advocates 
argue the change would create unnecessary 
hazards and delays if pilots are forced into 
a holding pattern over the Vancouver urban 
area without guidance. The change could also 
squeeze flight instruction programs at the city-
operated airport.

Pea r son a i r por t  Ma nage r  Wi l ly 
Williamson and others have called for the 

Pearson Field as seen from the air. 

By Eric Florip
Columbian Staff Reporter

airfield to receive its own permanent air 
traffic control tower. But that’s not likely to 
happen, according to the FAA — unless the 
city pays for it.

In a letter sent earlier this month, Walt 
Cochran, FAA vice president of terminal 
services, said Pearson simply doesn’t have 
enough operations to justify a permanent 
FAA tower. But the FAA would support a non-
federal tower built, staffed and maintained by 
the city of Vancouver, according to Cochran.

Again, not likely, Williamson said.
“We flat don’t have the money for it,” he 

said. “And therein lies the problem.”
Pearson Field did have a temporary tower 

until earlier this year. The FAA installed 
it in 2011 while a PDX runway was under 
reconstruction, then removed it once the 
project was done.

The upcoming panel will include 
FAA officials, plus stakeholders from both 
Vancouver and Portland, Gregor said. The 
process aims to explore all possible solutions 
to potential conflicts between Pearson and 
PDX — something previous panels didn’t do, 
he said. But the initial “box” idea and resulting 
controversy riled some local pilots who say the 
two airports have coexisted on opposite sides 
of the Columbia River for decades without 
issue.

Williamson said a comprehensive review 
panel is probably the right path given the 
earlier dispute. Ultimately, Pearson’s goal 
won’t change, he said.

“That is to have safe airspace,” Williamson 
said. “That is pretty easy to say, and everybody 
wants that.”

Washington Sector Call: 425-787-6280   Cell: 425-314-4338
Web: www.wingwaxersnw.com  •  Email: wingwaxerswa@gmail.com
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WPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter gen-
erally meets on the second Thursday of every 
third month (February, May, August and No-
vember) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are held in the 
Micro Aerodynamics hangar on the airport. 
Contact Chapter President Karl Fischbach,
TeamFischbach@gmail.net, 360-770-4260.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Jim Posner, 
415-990-0664, jimposner@comcast.net for 
further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
chapter meets on the third Thursday of the 
month at Rite Bros (FBO) at Port Angeles 
Fairchild International Airport (CLM). Meet-
ings begin at 7:00 pm, and all are welcome. 
For more info on the Clallam County 
chapter, contact Jerry Nichols, oldnick@
olypen.com, 800-292-2978.
COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-684-1566.
DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meets at 
the Deer Park Airport (KDEW) Administration 
Building on the last Thusday of the month, ex-
cept in February, November and December. 
The Administration building is located near 
the south end of the airport. A potluck dinner 
begins at 6:30 pm, with an aviation-related 

program beginning at 7:15, followed by a 
short business meeting. Guests are always 
welcome. For more information about Deer 
Park chapter and its activities, please 
contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER - The Green River chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of every other month 
(June, Aug, Oct, Dec) at Trotter’s Restaurant, 
825 Harvey Road, Auburn, WA 98002. Social 
time to start at 6:30 p.m. and meeting will start 
at 7 p.m. Dinner will be served and there will 
be 3 entrees to choose from. Cost is $20 per 
per person. Meeting program information and 
upcoming special events can always be found 
at wpafl ys.org under the Green River Chapter 
tab. For more information contact Chapter 
President Leo Dondlinger, Leodon1@sky-
netbb.com or call him at 360-825-3278
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The Harvey 
Field chapter meets on the second Saturday 
of each month, year round, at 10:00 am in 
Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For more infor-
mation on activities, please visit the WPA 
web site, click on the Harvey Field Chapter, 
and visit the Activities Calendar. For more 
information contact Charles Hower at 
425-418-7655.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The North 
Sound chapter meets every second Thurs-
day of the month (except during June, July 
and August), at 7:00 pm at the Whatcom 
Educational Credit Union WECU® 600 Block 
of Holly St.  in Bellingham.  For more info on 
the North Sound chapter, contact Jim Laird,  
jlaird337@gmail.com, 360-739-2703.

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- The 
Okanogan & Ferry County chapter meets 
on the third Thursday of the month, 6:30 
at Whistler Restaurant in Tonasket. Our 
May meeting is the third Saturday at Twisp 
Airport. We have an afternoon Fly-in and 
Fry-in steak fry. Our August meeting is 
held at the Republic Fly-in on Saturday 
afternoon. If anyone is in the Twisp area 
on Friday afternoon please join us at our 
“meat burn” fi re pit. Call Bob Hoffman for 
information at 509-997-8141 or Lee Orr at 
509-486-4502.
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the fi rst Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit 
www.wpafl ys.org/chapters/paine or send 
email to paine-president@wpafl ys.org

SHELTON-SANDERSON - Bruce Loften, 
President, 360-455-4044
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER -  The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter has the 
following meetings scheduled for 2010:  
4th Thursday in May and September at 
7:00pm  and Sunday Brunch on December 
4.  Meetings are held at the Dollars Corner 
Fire Station.  For more information, contact 
Bob Brown at 360-607-5060.
SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
Chapter are usually held on the third 

Wednesday of each month over dinner 
at Longhorn Barbecue on Argonne, 
beginning at 6:00 pm. Meeting program 
information and upcoming special events 
can always be found on the WPA webpage 
under the Spokane Chapter tab.  For 
more information, contact Chapter 
President Terry Newcomb, tnewcomb@
idahoveneer.com or call 208-699-3716.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets 
at 6:30 pm at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-
Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth 
Thursday of each month. For information 
contact Chapter President Mike White, 
mikeywhite@charter.net, 509-586-9785.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors chapter 
meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location TBD. For 
meeting details and more info, contact 
Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.com , 360-
289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Don Flick, donaldfl ick@
nwi.net, 509-885-6105
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the first 
Thursday of the month. For meeting
location and other details, contact Cindy 
Fahsholtz, President at 509-895-4061, 
email cindyfahsholtz@yvmh.org.

Most Chapters keep updated 
information on the WPAFLY.org

website. Click on the “Chapters” tab
for more information.

By Steve Arthur, Vice President AOPA
I was surprised recently when, during a meeting with a state consumer protection chief, 

he remarked that his department receives fewer complaints about companies represented by 
strong state trade associations. He said he found that those industries with strong state level 
associations will work proactively with his department to resolve issues before they ever get 
to an enforcement effort.

The next day, in another meeting in a different state, an Attorney General also mentioned 
state trade associations without any prompting. In this meeting as well, the Attorney General 
talked generically about how much better industries seem to be that have state trade associations 
that work proactively with that Attorney General’s offi ce to fi nd out what issues are percolating 
and take steps to keep them from becoming a concern to the Consumer Protection unit of the 
offi ce.

These two unsolicited comments on successive days in two different states 
highlighted a sometimes overlooked, but very important, component of a successful 
state government relations program: a network of strong state trade associations. A good 
state trade association is one of the most valuable allies any state government relations 
program can have in a state.

A solid state trade association can provide you and your company with support in a number 
of areas:

• Solid in-state relationships. A good association will have developed good relationships 
with elected offi cials in their states. 

• Effective industry advocacy. They know the industry issues and elected offi cials will 
look to them to describe potential impacts of policy proposals. 

• Broad industry representation. By representing both large and small members of your 
industry, they can speak about the impacts a policy could have on the entire industry rather 
than allowing policy makers to attack a particular company (yours?) that may not be popular 
in their state. 

• Local connection. By representing both large national companies as well as smaller 
home grown companies, the association can put that local face on your industry to make it 
easier for elected offi cials to see your company as part of the community, rather than an out 
of state company. 

• Specifi c company assistance. With their relationships with tax or regulatory agencies 
and their intimate knowledge of your industry, they can help you clear up an issue or quickly 
get to the root of a disagreement between your company and an agency. If it is the latter, they 
can help you get to those root issues, so you can then step in to represent your company and 
build on what they have accomplished. 

 These state associations often provide benefi ts that are very valuable to smaller members 
who may operate only in one state or even one location. These are important functions of 
trade associations, but I am focusing this discussion on the benefi ts to companies with a large 
national presence.

Some GR professionals may believe that Groups meetings can be a substitute for state 
association membership. I would completely disagree. The points above outline some of the key 
benefi ts of a state trade association, but the Groups meetings are just as important. Relationships 
developed at those meetings are necessary to help brand your individual company in the eyes 
of legislative leaders and executive branch offi cials from around the country and there is no 
more effi cient way to do that than at Groups meetings—and the state association can even help 
you at those meetings.

When you meet an elected offi cial at a Groups meeting, you can immediately create a local 
connection by mentioning your membership (and active participation) in your state association. 
The elected offi cial may very well know the staff of the trade association and may recall an 
issue on which she/he was lobbied by that staff. This can help you pivot to an issue discussion 
where the offi cial will continue to connect you to that in-state association.

Even with a strong state association and active Groups participation, there will still be 
times when you need to retain a lobbyist for your company. Either when an issue is big enough 
that your trade association needs some additional fi repower, or when there may be confl icting 
views among association members that preclude them from taking an active role on one side 
or the other. That is the nature of a trade association and don’t forget that you will need them 
for other issues in the future.

If you have already joined your state associations, have you evaluated them recently? 
The list of services above is a good place to start, but here are a few things to ask about them:

• What kind of relationships do they have with elected offi cials? 
• Do elected offi cials see the association as the “go to” place for information about your 

industry? 
• Can staff effectively explain your industry issues to those offi cials? 

The importance of State Trade Associations
• Does the association have a broad membership from your industry or does it rely on a 

few large members to keep it running? 
• Does it keep members updated about its activities on behalf of its members? 
• Does it reach out for advice on how to respond to particular issues? 
 Now ask yourself this question:
• Are you and your industry peers providing the association with the resources necessary 

to accomplish those goals? 
 I ask because as social media and other forms of communication have made it much easier 

for advocacy organizations to raise money and mobilize their grassroots on issues that might 
harm your industry, many trade associations have seen their membership or dues decline. There 
are reasons for this, but they need to be addressed. Companies do merge and they don’t expect 
to continue paying both sets of dues. Our budgets get cut, and that may force dues reductions 
or even drops in association memberships.

 While those cuts are sometimes unavoidable, they can’t go on forever. At some point, a state 
association is going to start becoming less effective because they simply don’t have the resources 
to maintain relationships, retain good staff and remain a well-recognized force in their state. If 
that happens, it can take years and years and a lot of money to rebuild an industry’s reputation.

So, as you are putting together your budgets for 2013, make sure you become an advocate 
for your trade associations when it comes to your budget because they can be one of your most 
effective advocates in the states. I would urge you to take a look at the dues you have paid to 
your trade associations over the past fi ve years and whether you have increased your presence 
in their respective states. If so, it may be time to start looking for ways to increase those dues. 
The NGOs opposing your industry have almost certainly increased their membership and made 
their presence in the state capitals known.

 Of course, in some cases trade associations might not be strong and you may not believe 
they can offer you much help. Rather than simply defunding them, I would suggest that you 
work with your industry colleagues to develop a plan to strengthen that association. Doing so 
can be time consuming, but it is well worth the effort to ensure you have an effective trade 
association representing your interests in the states.

***
Steve Arthur is Vice President and brings more than 20 years of public policy experience in 
both the public and private sector to his work at at Stateside Associates. Mr. Arthur provides 
clients with hands on state government relations support from strategic planning and issue 
management to lobbyist management and direct lobbying. He is one of the leaders of Stateside’s 
Attorneys General practice, guiding clients through the process of working with, and lobbying, 
state Attorneys General.
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By Tom Jensen, Airports Director:
What follows is a shortened version of 

the National Weather Service (NWS) Request 
for Comments on the possible move of the 
Stampede Pass ASOS.  

The UW’s Cliff Mass has an excellent 
blog at http://cliffmass.blogspot.com/2012/11/
save-stampede-pass-weather-station.html 
with a meteorologist’s view and some great 
historical information.

But wow, pilot advocacy groups (WPA, 
AOPA) were not directly solicited for comment.

If you have experience in f lying the 
Cascade passes and feel as I do that it would 
have an adverse affect on your fl ying safety, 
please take the time to politely share your 
experiences and concerns with the NWS.  
The local offi ce is trying to resolve the prime 
problem (communications reliability) so 
the most helpful thing we can do for now is 
to provide the missing pilot’s perspective.  
This input could help Dr. Colman convince 
National (i.e. back east) why SKMP should 
be kept alive for another 70 years.

NWS request for comments
The NWS is proposing to move its Stampede 
Pass (KSMP) ASOS observation site to 
Snoqualmie Pass. As a customer of the 
National Weather Service who has an interest 
in the weather observation system throughout 
Washington, we are interested in your 
thoughts on this proposed move. 

Q. Why is the NWS proposing this move? 
A. The phone lines to the Stampede Pass 

site have become so poor that there have been 
frequent extended data outages. The worst 
period was in January 2011 when data were 
missing for over a month. During the warm 
season communications are more reliable, 
but multiple observations are often lost each 
day. The move to Snoqualmie Pass would 
connect the KSMP ASOS to better phone 
lines. It is highly unlikely that the phone lines 
to the Stampede Pass site can be improved or 
replaced, and the costs for replacement would 
be prohibitive. 

The existing phone lines to Stampede 
Pass run from the Black Diamond switch to 
Stampede Pass, a distance of over 30 miles. 
Large portions of the lines are above ground 
runs and are thus affected by temperature 
changes, various other environmental changes, 

and are subject to damage. 
Due to the distance of the run the 

telephone company implemented a solution 
known as multiplexing where they combine 
all the telephone lines for the KSMP site onto 
one pair of lines. Additionally, they needed 
to raise the voltages of the telephone lines in 
order to account for the distance of the lines 
being run. These solutions are fraught with 
shortcomings; when the cable pair goes down 
all telephone lines are lost, and increased 
noise on the lines affect the quality of the 
data stream. 

Maintenance access on Snoqualmie Pass 
would be much safer, easier, and decrease 
response time to sensor outages. During the 
winter, KSMP is only accessible via snow-
cat or snow-mobile. This can cause a serious 
reduction in the maintenance response time 
by the local telephone company since they 
only have limited snow-cats available. Many 
times the phone company has been forced to 
bring their snow-cat from Spokane to respond 
to outages. Winter response time for both the 
phone company and NWS technicians may 
also be increased when there are avalanche 
warnings in effect. 

At Snoqualmie Pass technicians would 
have vehicle access the entire year. Safety 
would also be improved for the technicians. 

In addition to the phone line problems 
there are power considerations. When the 
site loses power, an on-site propane generator 
automatically supplies backup power. When 
the generator runs out of propane (as it did this 
last winter) there is no way of knowing that 
it ran out and that the site is without power 
unless we dispatch a technician. Refi lling the 
propane tank during the snowbound winter 
months is extremely problematic, and even 
if it were possible, it would be extremely 
expensive.

Q. When would this move occur? 
A. The earliest opportunity for moving 

the system would be Summer 2013. Depending 
upon land acquisition, leasing, or permitting 
processes, among other details, it may be 
delayed past summer 2013. 

Q. How do the two locations compare? 
A. The proposed Snoqualmie Pass sites 

(around 3000 feet) would be about 1000 feet 
lower than the Stampede Pass location (~4000 
feet). The Snoqualmie Pass location would 

be about 11 statute miles to the northwest of 
Stampede Pass. 

Q. What impact would the move have on 
climate data? 

A. The long climate record from Stampede 
Pass would be terminated. However, there is 
a NCRS snow pillow located at Stampede 
Pass that would continue to supply snow 
accumulation, snow depth, precipitation data, 
and temperature for non-aviation users. 

Q. Would there be any service benefi ts 
from moving the weather station to Snoqualmie 
Pass? 

A. The Snoqualmie Pass location is on a 
more frequently travelled aviation route than 
the Stampede Pass location. The weather 
station would be in a better position to pick 
up freezing rain events during the winter that 
present a signifi cant hazard to both aviation 
and non-aviation travelers. 

Q. What are the anticipated impacts on 
the various meteorological parameters? 

A. Sky condition impacts are impossible 
to determine with any certainty. Both sites 
are in the pass environment and thus exposed 
in general to both westerly upslope fl ow and 
easterly upslope fl ow, although each site has 
its own drawbacks. Neither site is ideal and 
captures hazardous conditions all of the time 
in each weather regime. 

Proposed move of Stampede Pass ASOS (KSMP) to Snoqualmie Pass

Women of Aviation Worldwide 
Week 2013 to focus on aerospace 
By Jill W. Tallman

March 4 through 10, 2013, are the dates of the upcoming Women of Aviation 
Worldwide Week, and organizers say the 2013 event will focus on opportunities for 
women in the aerospace industry. The theme ties in with the fi ftieth anniversary of the 
fi rst space fl ight by a woman, conducted by Soviet cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova on 
June 16, 1963.

Free fl ights for women and girls, static displays at airports, and special guests are 
planned at numerous locations in the United States, Canada, and Europe.

“No country harbors as many female astronauts as the United States does,” the 
nonprofi t Institute for Women of Aviation Worldwide said on its website. “The goal 
is to welcome a female astronaut at each major U.S. event because … most astronauts 
are fi rst, pilots. What could be a more exciting inspiration for a young woman to earn 
a pilot license?”

Victoria Neuville, team leader for U.S. events, said her goal is to have at least one 
event—called Fly It Forward—in each of the 50 states. 

Neuville organized Fly It Forward events at Frederick Municipal Airport in 
Frederick, Md.—AOPA’s home airport—in 2011 and 2012. Frederick Municipal earned 
the title of Most Female-Friendly Airport in 2011, when 185 girls and women took rides 
in general aviation aircraft.

She’ll also helm the 2013 Fly It Forward at Frederick Municipal, and said it will be 
a weeklong event rather than one day.

Fourteen states thus far have scheduled Fly It Forward events for 2013. Once again, 
there will be worldwide competitions for airports that introduce the greatest number 
of women and girls to aviation. The fl ight school that introduces the greatest number 
of women during that week will be named “most female-pilot-friendly training center 
worldwide,” and a prize also be awarded to the “most supportive male pilot worldwide”—
the one who takes the greatest number of girls and women fl ying during that week. 

Neuville urged interested pilots or aviation groups that would like to sponsor an 
event to register at the website.

If each event introduces just 100 girls and women to aviation, and just 2 percent 
of those women are motivated to become private pilots, Neuville explained, that could 
equate to a 10-percent increase in the annual number of new women private pilots.

New to the Women of Aviation Worldwide Week is the You Are An Inventor contest, 
open to girls aged 13 to 19. The contest invites participants to design a new padding 
system or new type of adjustable space suit that improves freedom of movement for 
tomorrow’s space explorers. The top prize will be a one-hour conversation with a group 
of astronauts from several countries via Web conferencing. Entries may be submitted 
beginning Jan. 7, 2013; the deadline is Feb. 8, 2013. See additional information and 
eligibility requirements on the website.

Temperature: Snoqualmie Pass is 1000 
feet lower and will generally be warmer. 

Dew Point: The Snoqualmie site will be 
nearer to developed areas around Snoqualmie 
Pass rather than in the undeveloped area at the 
Stampede site. Dew Point temperatures could 
be a little lower. 

Wind: The Snoqualmie site looks like it 
will be more wind sheltered than the Stampede 
site. This may have the most impact during 
stronger east winds. 

Present Weather: More freezing rain at 
Snoqualmie, snow accumulation and depth are 
not measured, possibly less fog at Snoqualmie. 

Precipitation: Snoqualmie Pass averages 
about 100 inches of precipitation each year 
while Stampede Pass averages 87 inches. The 
snow pillow at Stampede Pass would still be 
available. If the ASOS is moved to Snoqualmie 
Pass, the rain gauge already there would most 
likely be removed at some point.

The Nat ional Weather Service is 
interested in your feedback. Please contact: 
Brad Colman at 206-526-6095 x222, or by 
e-mail at Brad.Colman@noaa.gov 
Kirby Cook at 206-526-6095 x224, or by 
e-mail at Kirby.Cook@noaa.gov. 
Ted Buehner at 206-526-6095 x 223, or by 
e-mail at Ted.Buehner@noaa.gov
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By Charles Spence, General Aviation News’ Washington, D.C., correspondent. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The House Small Business Committee recently held a hearing 

about President Obama’s proposal to charge a $100 per fl ight user fee for some fl ying. 
Committee Chairman Rep. Sam Graves (R-Mo.) came out strongly against the proposal, as 
did many of the committee members.

Some people involved in general aviation believe that since the proposed fee applies only 
to turbine-powered aircraft, the proposal should not be a concern for most general aviation 
pilots. But many argue that is not the case.

Alphabet groups, including many general aviation organizations and airline groups, 
oppose the fee. Some of this opposition is based on knowledge of what other nations have 
experienced and are experiencing.

Experiences in other nations show that once a user fee is set in place it can — and is — 
frequently changed. Different types of fl ying and different aircraft are brought into the mix 
by the bureaucracy. Fees may be changed at any time, at the whim of the bureaucrats. These 
changes — usually increases— are made frequently in nations where similar fees are in effect.

The initial proposal for the $100 fee for each fl ight in the U.S. in controlled airspace is 
for all turbine aircraft — pure jet and turbo prop. This means all single-engine and twin-
engine turboprop planes would be charged $100 for each takeoff, just like the business jets 
and airliners.

Types of f lying — not aircraft — would be excluded. This means medical, law 
enforcement, pleasure fl ying, and similar fl ights would not be required to pay the fee.

How would the fee be administrated and collected? In other nations, where the fee is in 
effect, an unelected bureaucracy is set up to make collections and administer the fee. This 
leads many in aviation to be concerned that much of the money collected would go to pay for 
a needless bureaucracy. No details have been released by the administration about what kind 
of system would be set up in the United States to collect the fee or how they will determine 
if a fl ight is exempt or must pay.

Where does the money go? Nothing in the proposal says the money collected would go 
into the aviation trust fund. Once it is collected, the money could be applied to the general 
fund or wherever the collectors might select.

In proposing the fee, the administration notes that it would ensure everyone using air 
traffi c services are “paying their fair share.”

“For example, under current law, a large commercial aircraft fl ying from Los Angeles 
to San Francisco pays between 21 and 33 times the fuel taxes paid by a corporate jet fl ying 
the same route and using the same FAA air traffi c services,” said Offi ce of Management and 
Budget Associate Director for General Government Programs Dana Hyde, in response to a 
petition against the fee on the new website We The People.

But general aviation advocates note there is no relationship between how much it costs to 
service a fl ight and how much the pilot would be charged. A general aviation aircraft fl ying 
between two airports in the same state requires much less service than another — airline or 
general aviation — fl ying coast to coast. Workload on the system would be far less, but the 
charge would still be the same.

Washington aviation organizations representing general aviation groups and airlines 
believe the current fuel tax — or an increase in the tax — is the fairest and least expensive 
and confusing way to pay for the aviation system. A system is already in place. They cite 
the confusion, reduced activity, and political infl uence apparent in other nations where the 
fee is charged as ample reason to oppose any attempt to establish the user fee system here.

House panel chairman comes out 
against proposed GA user fee

By Alan Levin on November 29, 2012
Bloomberg News

Benefi ts from the planned $42 billion 
investment in a new U.S. air-traffi c control 
system depend on being able to combine and 
move hundreds of radar rooms that are obsolete 
or can’t accommodate new equipment. 

That modernization effort is at risk 
because U.S. lawmakers have blocked several 
attempts to merge such Federal Aviation 
Administration facilities, according to agency 
data compiled by Bloomberg and interviews 
with former FAA offi cials. 

“You tell a congressman that you’re 
pulling a center out of his or her district, 
you’re going to have a gigantic scream,” said 
George Donohue, a former FAA associate 
administ rator. “When you talk about 
consolidating big, expensive, redundant 
facilities, Congress just won’t let it get done.” 

The program known as NextGen involves 
using global- positioning satellite technology 
to replace radar to track aircraft and giving 
controllers better communication tools 
including an e-mail-like link to pilots. The 
FAA projects NextGen will save airlines $24 
billion in fuel, delays and other expenses by 

NextGen air system jeopardized by lawmaker interference
2020 by letting planes fl y more direct routes 
and closer to each other. 

The agency has come under congressional 
criticism for delays and cost overruns on 
some early parts of NextGen, including a new 
computer system to monitor traffi c and serve 
as a backbone for much of the new technology. 
The bricks-and-mortar network of more than 
500 radar rooms and towers form the low- tech 
side of the system. 

Patchwork System 
The radar rooms -- which range from 

small facilities at rural airports to centers 
overseeing thousands of miles of airspace 
-- were located based on 1950s technology, 
Donohue said. 

That created a system in which jets fl ying 
into congested airspace near Chicago or New 
York might have to follow serpentine routes 
dictated by facility boundaries. Air-traffi c 
centers must be merged for those routes to 
become more effi cient, said Donohue, who is 
an emeritus engineering professor at George 
Mason University in Virginia. 

More than half of those facilities were 
more than 30 years old, which is beyond their 

useful lifetime, according to a 2008 study by 
the Transportation Department’s inspector 
general. An unspecifi ed number are so old 
they can’t accommodate the new NextGen 
equipment, it said. 

Political Pressure 
“The FAA’s ability to meet the future 

needs of the aviation system, including the 
implementation of NextGen, fundamentally 
relies on the agency’s ability to optimize our 
facilities and workforce,” David Grizzle, the 
FAA’s air-traffi c chief, said in testimony at a 
May 31 congressional hearing. 

Logs of contacts between members of 
Congress and the FAA obtained under public 
records requests by Bloomberg show at least 
26 cases of lawmakers from both parties 
lobbying the agency on controller staffi ng 
levels or the location of air- traffi c facilities 
from 2010 through May 2012. 

The pressure included a 2010 letter from 
16 of Ohio’s 18 members of Congress opposing 
an FAA plan to merge local Terminal Radar 
Approach Control rooms, or TRACONs, into 
a newer, centralized facility. The FAA put 
the effort on hold, according to an inspector 
general report. 

Representative Alcee Hastings, a Florida 
Democrat, fought off the FAA’s attempt to 
close a TRACON at Palm Beach International 
airport in his district and move it to Miami. 
TRACONs oversee traffi c in a radius of about 
40 miles (64 kilometers) around an airport and 
as high as 17,000 feet (5,182 meters). 

Safety Concerns 
The move would have created a safety 

hazard and wasn’t adequately planned, 
Hastings said in an interview. 

The National Air Traffic Controllers 
Association, the union representing more 
than 15,000 members, has also opposed 
some FAA consolidations. The union, which 
hasn’t objected to all such plans, wants to be 
consulted in merger proposals and believes 
they often prove costlier than fi rst thought, 
NATCA President Paul Rinaldi said in an 
e-mail. 

The FAA could do a better job of selling 
consolidations if it had more reliable data 
on how many controllers were needed 
at each facility and by involving union 
members in decisions, said James Oberstar, a 
Minnesota Democrat who headed the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
until his defeat in 2010. 

“These are big-hit, very visible issues,” 
Oberstar said. “You have to make the case for 
that and they haven’t.” 

‘Flawed’ Estimates 
Former FAA offi cials have acknowledged 

the agency has underestimated costs of 
merging facilities. A 2010 inspector general 
review of a proposal to move a radar room 
from Boise, Idaho, to Salt Lake City found 
cost estimates were “f lawed and lacked 
transparency.” 

Another example of a consolidation 
marred by surprise costs occurred in 2001, 
when the FAA merged several Georgia 
facilities into a TRACON around Atlanta’s 
Hartsfi eld-Jackson International, the world’s 
busiest airport. 

Ninety-four percent of the controllers 
transferring from smaller locations couldn’t 
qualify to work the more complex traffic 
at their new facility. Under an agreement 
between the FAA and the union, those workers 
kept raises they’d received to transfer even 
after moving back to smaller TRACONs, 
according to the inspector general. Costs of 
the move were 53 percent above estimates, 
most of which was due to the pay raises, the 
report said. 

Cost Increases 
Though the FAA hasn’t completed plans 

for relocating or merging facilities, the process 
could involve most of the U.S.’s more than 
15,000 controllers, according to a July 17 
inspector general’s report. Preliminary plans 
to merge 51 TRACONs and en- route centers, 
which oversee traffic outside TRACON 
boundaries, from Illinois to Maine into 
four facilities would effect almost 3,000 
controllers and more than 1,000 managers and 
technicians, according to the report. 

Merging that many facilities presents 
many hurdles, according to the inspector 
general. The agency must persuade the 
controllers, some of whom are eligible to 
retire, to move and must negotiate with the 
union over retraining, moving-related bonuses 
and moving expenses. 

Congress in a law passed Feb. 14 ordered 
the FAA to come up with a list of air-traffi c 
facilities to merge. If lawmakers don’t vote 
down the plan, the FAA must move forward. 

“The FAA continues its work to develop 
a comprehensive plan for the consolidation 
and realignment of some of the agency’s 500 
existing air traffi c facilities,” the agency said 
in an e-mailed statement. 

To contact the reporter on this story: 
Alan Levin in Washington at alevin24@
bloomberg.net 

To contact the editor responsible for this 
story: Bernard Kohn at bkohn2@bloomberg.net  

877-676-1229
208-676-1229

Fax 208-676-8638
1110 W. Park Place

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814



December 2012-January 2013 WPA Wings - Page 7

New type of winglet being tested on a Cirrus SR22 is meant to do much more than just 
look good.

‘Active’ winglets:
more than a pretty fin

Tamarack Aerospace group has developed and patented “active” winglets equipped with 
internal sensors and control surfaces that defl ect automatically to improve wing effi ciency 
during all phases of fl ight. Designers say active winglets can increase aircraft fuel effi ciency 
by 5 percent or more, decrease structural loads, and extend airframe service life.

“We expect to have an STC (supplemental type certifi cate) by the end of the year,” 
said Brian Willett, vice president of sales and marketing for the Tamarack, a 15-employee 
engineering and design fi rm in Sandpoint, Idaho, which developed its ATLAS (Active 
Technology Load Alleviation System) winglets for the SR22—and plans to seek FAA approval 
to install them on other kinds of aircraft in the future. “Once we get ATLAS certifi ed—and 
manufacturers see the numbers we’re seeing in testing—we feel that they’ll want to rapidly 
get involved.”

Current “passive” winglets increase the aspect ratio of aircraft wings and provide greater 
effi ciency in cruise. But the downside is that they can increase aerodynamic loads on the 
wings, especially in turbulence, and the structural supports required for the heavier loads 
add weight. 

ATLAS winglets sense increasing aerodynamic loads and instantly move to counteract 
them, effectively “turning off” the winglets. (The winglets aren’t connected to the aircraft 
controls.)

Willett said Tamarack hasn’t set a retail price for ATLAS winglets.
The SR22 test aircraft with the winglets installed was on display at AOPA Aviation 

Summit in Palm Springs, Calif., Oct. 11 through 13.

NTSB puts GA safety
on most wanted list

Distractions in the cockpit 
Two pilots using laptops and discussing crew scheduling procedures lose situational 

awareness and overfl y their destination airport by 150 miles.  A Captain calls for the after 
landing checklist while completing a diffi cult double right turn with limited space between 
runways and misses seeing the hold line, pulling onto the runway in front of a departing 
wide body aircraft.  These real incidents are only two examples of what can happen if you 
allow yourself to become distracted when operating an aircraft.

Distractions in the cockpit are one of the leading causal factors in pilot deviation 
runway incursions.  The runway hold line is a single point on the airport, and if you are 
not looking for where to hold short and you miss the signs and markings, there is no other 
visual cue until you reach the edge of the runway.  Distractions which have resulted in pilot 
deviations include: 

• Completion of run-up procedures while moving the aircraft 
• Dealing with passenger’s questions or issues 
• Crewmembers going heads down in order to program instruments 
• Using electronic fl ight bag devices while taxiing 

What can you do to guard against distractions?
• Have your head up and out at all times when taxiing your aircraft.  If tasks require 

you to go heads down, stop in a safe place and complete the task, then continue to taxi. 
• Brief passengers on the importance of maintaining a sterile cockpit while taxiing, 

and during other critical phases of fl ight. 
• Review airport diagrams and departure procedure charts before taxi, identifying 

locations or operations during which distractions carry a greater risk. 
• Turn cell phones off. 

FAA Safety Team | Safer Skies Through Education

Correction: paper pilot certificates
Oops! We made a mistake in a recent Notice. Here is the revised Notice.

If you have already replaced your paper pilot certifi cate, then this message is not for 
you. On the other hand, if your pilot certifi cate is still printed on paper, please read carefully.

The FAA is under a mandate to replace all paper certifi cates with plastic certifi cates. 
In fact, paper pilot certifi cates have already expired!

If you are a mechanic, on the other hand, and do not replace your paper certifi cate on 
or before March 31, 2013, you will no longer be able to exercise your privileges!

All certifi cated Airmen, including mechanics, repairmen, pilots, etc., are required to 
replace their paper copy with a plastic copy, or they will no longer be able to exercise the 
privileges of that certifi cate.

The best way to get a new replacement certifi cate is to follow the instructions at
http://www.faa.gov/licenses_certifi cates/airmen_certifi cation/certifi cate_replacement/.

The replacement cost is $2.00, unless you still have your Social Security Number on 
your certifi cate and you ask to have it removed.

Avoid the Rush! Apply today! 
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AVIATION EVENTS

By Stephen Pope / Published: Nov 15, 2012 
The NTSB has once again included 

general aviation safety in its annual list of 
“most wanted safety improvements,” and 
in doing so the board lamented the fact that 
GA continues to have the highest accident 
rate within civil aviation including a fatality 
rate that has jumped by 25 percent in recent 
years.

 The NTSB investigates about 1,500 
accidents each year in general aviation 
involving more than 400 fatalit ies. In 
many cases, it f inds that pilots did not 
have the “adequate knowledge, skills or 
recurrent training to fl y safely, particularly 
in questionable weather conditions.” The 
board also said that sophisticated glass 
cockpit displays present a “new layer of 
complications for general aviation pilots. 
Not only are pilots dying due to human error 
and inadequate training, but also they are 
frequently transporting their families who 
suffer the same tragic fate.”

 The Board noted that the GA accident rate 
is six times higher than for small commuter 

operators and about 40 times higher than for 
transport-category operators. And while the 
overall GA accident rate has remained about 
the same over the last 10 years, the fatal 
accident rate has increased by a whopping 
25 percent.

 “Pilots should be trained to use all 
available sources for weather information,” 
the NTSB said, “including the internet and 
satellites.” Also, they should train on fl ight 
simulators that are specifi c to the avionics 
they will be fl ying and be tested on the use 
of weather, instruments and glass cockpits.

 Still, pilot error isn’t the only area of 
concern for GA safety. Aircraft mechanics 
should also be required to undergo recurrent 
training to keep them up to date with the 
best practices for inspecting and maintaining 
electrical systems, circuit breakers, and aged 
wiring, the board said.

 The NTSB fi rst put GA safety on its most 
wanted list last year. The only other aviation-
related item on the list, which also includes 
safety initiatives for passenger vehicles, trains 
and buses, is airport surface operations.

New flight plan form
On November 15, 2012, the new ICAO Flight Plan Amendment will take effect, 

changing the way all ICAO fl ight plans are fi led. You must take these new changes into 
account when fi ling your ICAO fl ight plans, or your fl ight plans will be rejected by ATC.

There are many changes in the amendment, but the biggest are in Item 10, 
“Equipment,” and Item 18, “Other Information.” From July 15, 2012 through November 
14, 2012, a plan can be submitted in either the current “pre-2012” format or the new 
“ICAO 2012 format.” From November 15, 2012 onward, fi lings must be in the new 
ICAO 2012 format.

You can fi nd the FAA InFO at this link, https://www.faasafety.gov/fi les/notices/2012/
Nov/InFO12018.pdf, and a table with further information at this link, https://www.
faasafety.gov/fi les/notices/2012/Nov/Operational_Approval_Guidance_Table_v4.pdf.

Questions or comments regarding this InFO should be directed to Gordon Rother, 
New Program Implementation and International Support Branch, AFS-240 at (202) 
267-8166. 

OUR ADVERTISERS HELP FUND WPA’S EFFORTS ON 
BEHALF OF GENERAL AVIATION.

SHOW YOU APPRECIATE THEIR SUPPORT.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
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WPA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BUSINESS  
DIRECTORY

Burrows Aviation LLC

Discount Aircraft Salvage
Specializing in retrival and parting out of wrecked aircraft

• Insurance Work
• Engines, Radios and Airframe Parts
• Located at Deer Park Airport

Don Morse
1109 N. Cedar Ave.
Deer Park, WA 99006

Bus: (509) 276-2849
Home: (509) 935-6761

Cell: (509) 993-8286
1-800-826-4771

www.discountaircraftsalvage.com

Add your card to the Business 
Directory for $150/year

SKYLITES • SUNROOMS • RAILINGS
Brad Anderson

Territory Manager, NW WA, Alaska, Hawaii
cell: (425) 508-8017  • brada@crystaliteinc.com

Local: (425) 259-6000
Fax: (425) 258-6734

“Your Clear Choice”

Sales Offi ce: 3320 Pine Street
Mailing: 3307 Cedar Street
Everett, WA 98201-4517

Skylights
Custom Skylights
Tubular Skylights
Sunrooms
Aluminum Railing - Glass Infi ll
Auluminum Railing - Stainless Cable
Aluminum Railing - Picket
Raw Glass

Skin System - DIY Patio Cover
Polycarbonate Corrugated 
Sheeting
Roof Access Hatches
Light Transmitting Smoke Vents
Flat Sheet and Break Shapes
Acrylic and Plastic Sheets

1-800-666-6065 • www.CrystaLiteinc.com

December 12, 2012 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter
December 15, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
December 19, 2012 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter
7:00pm Olympia Chapter Meeting @ Pearson Air
December 20, 2012 (Thursday)
7:00pm Clallam County Chapter @ Rite Bros. Aviation
Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter meets alternating between Omak and Tonasket
December 21, 2012 (Friday)
7:00pm Green River Chapter @ Trotter’s Auburn
December 22, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
December 26, 2012 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter
6:30pm Tri-Cities Chapter  @ Bergstroms FBO
December 27, 2012 (Thursday)
6:30pm Deer Park Chapter @ Deer Park Airport Administration Building
December 29, 2012 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
January 1, 2013 (Tuesday)
6:00pm Arlington Chapter @ NASA Restaurant
January 2, 2013 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter
January 3, 2013 (Thursday)
Yakima Valley Chapter
Free Admission www.museumoffl ight.org
January 4, 2013 (Friday)
6:30pm Paine Chapter
January 5, 2013 (Saturday)
EAA Breakfast @ 7S3 (Oregon) www.eaa105.org
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
January 9, 2013 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter

January 12, 2013 (Saturday)
10:00am Harvey Field Chapter @ Snohomish Flying Service
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
January 16, 2013 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter
7:00pm Olympia Chapter Meeting @ Pearson Air
January 17, 2013 (Thursday)
7:00pm Clallam County Chapter @ Rite Bros. Aviation
Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter meets alternating between Omak and Tonasket
January 19, 2013 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
January 23, 2013 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter
January 24, 2013 (Thursday)
6:30pm Deer Park Chapter @ Deer Park Airport Administration Building
January 26, 2013 (Saturday)
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
January 30, 2013 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter
February 1, 2013 (Friday)
6:30pm Paine Chapter
February 2, 2013 (Saturday)
EAA Breakfast @ 7S3 (Oregon) www.eaa105.org
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp
February 5, 2013 (Tuesday)
6:00pm Arlington Chapter @ NASA Restaurant
February 6, 2013 (Wednesday)
9:00am North Sound Chapter
February 7, 2013 (Thursday)
Yakima Valley Chapter
Free Admission www.museumoffl ight.org
February 9, 2013 (Saturday)
10:00am Harvey Field Chapter @ Snohomish Flying Service
BBQ Lunch @ KONP (Oregon) newportoregon.gov/dept/onp

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

JOIN WPA
www.wpafl ys.org

Washington Pilots Association

www.wpafl ys.org
Please Join or renew today!


