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First some fun 
. . . then some 
politics . . .

For as many years as I can remember WINGS 
was my source for planning my weekend fly out 
adventures. Some events were full blown three day 
camping trips with steaks and brew while others 
were your basic Saturday morning flapjack food 
binge. I always thanked Al Banholzer (past WPA 
Pres.) spending days collecting the data. With the 
high cost of fuel it is time we resurrect that feature. 
If nothing else, for those of us flying on a budget 

we want to make sure the event we choose is not just serving a “short” stack. 
Inside this issue you will find our first attempt at a universal statewide events calendar. 

For members who live near the borders I have included events from Oregon, Idaho and 
Montana. If I missed a date or two just send me an email and I will update it in the next 
issue. No excuses . . . find something you like and fly there!

You will also notice that I have included dates for the next State WPA Board of 
Directors meetings as well as the dates for the Governor’s Aviation Planning Council 
(LATS). I have included these for two reasons: First and foremost, the WPA is a member 
centered organization. I invite every member of the WPA to come to any Board meeting and 
offer your thoughts and concerns about the issues of the day. Second, we are working on 
several initiatives (discussed below) that are important to everyone who touches aviation. 

LATS is among them. The Governor appointed a council of ten persons to develop policy 
recommendations about airports, land use and other issues that may have a significant 
impact on the future of General Aviation in Washington State. Planning Council meetings 
are open to the public, and interested WPA members are encouraged to attend.

On to politics . . .  recall sometime back I talked at length about getting politically 
connected. There has long been a recognition that all aviation groups need to work together 
for the common good. During the last week of May we took one more step in making the 
vision a reality. While attending the WAMA (Washington Airport Management Association) 
convention in the Tri-cities their president, Mr. Robb Parish (Moscow-Pullman Airport) 
talked at length about creating a “Legislative Coalition”. Mr Parish referenced several groups 
including the PNBAA (Pacific NW Business Aviation Association), WPPA (Washington 
Public Ports Association . . . they control 50% of our airports) WAMA and of course the 
WPA – Washington Pilots Association. 

As I talked with many of the airport managers it became clear that our four 
recommendations to secure the future of GA in Washington serve their interests as well. 
In review here are our recommendations we have in common: 

1. Require (not recommend) compliance with Noise and Safety Overlays to eliminate 
incompatible land use zoning.  

2. Strengthen the definition of an Essential Public Facility and tie it to Growth 
Management and Land Use Compatibility

3. All Property Owners must assume responsibility for all obstructions affecting the 
safe operation of an airport. It is not the obligation of the airport to displace the threshold 
because a tree or cell tower creates a significant safety hazard to aircraft. 

4. Monies received through the WSDOT Airport Aid Program must come with a strictly 
enforced Agreement. “The Public Entity agrees to keep the facility open during the useful 
life of the project or for a stated term of years, whichever is longer, as determined by the 
Aviation Division”. The minimum, regardless of project or plan, should be 20 years from the 

More on Vista Field…
The following letter was written by John Dobson, WPA State President to the 
Editor of the Tri-City Herald.

June 6, 2008

Letter to the Editor
Tri-City Herald

The Washington Pilots Association (WPA) has received a number of documents 
from the Port of Kennewick . . . the owner / operator of Vista Field. We have also 
reviewed comments, statements, interviews and articles attributed to the City 
of Kennewick (not the owner of the airport) along with a copy of a Consultant 
Agreement between the City of Kennewick and their “consultant”, Belt Collins 
Northwest, LLC.

Based on our review of the materials in hand it is our belief that the City of 
Kennewick has predetermined their desired outcome from the Citizens Task Force and 
from the City’s Consultant. It is also our belief that the City of Kennewick has failed 
to comply with the Open Public Meetings Act. And, it is also our belief that the City 
of Kennewick intends to complete their review without obtaining all of the facts and 
by marginalizing information that is inconsistent with their predetermined outcome.  

The City has failed to consider the Long-term Air Transportation Study (LATS) 
required by the Washington State Legislature in 2005. This study will be completed 
in just 13 months. This State Commission has been asked by the governor to address 
a growing recognition that Washington’s network of 139 public use airports must 
be managed as an integral system. To determine the future of Vista Field without 
considering the findings and recommendations from this report is reckless. 

The City of Kennewick has not studied how the loss of Vista Field would 
impair emergency preparedness. The Bureau of Reclamation is responsible for 
operations and management of the Grand Coulee Dam. Inundation Maps prepared 
by the Bureau 1982 show Vista Field as a vital center for disaster relief operations. 
Note the elevation of the airport is 124 feet above the Pasco Airport. Should a 
catastrophic failure of the dam occur, be it a consequence of terrorism or an Act of 
God, emergency planning must address the potential loss of one or both bridges 
over the Columbia.  

The City of Kennewick selected seven (7) representatives to form a Citizens Task 
Force to study four options for Vista Field. Unfortunately, those members do not have 
credibility within the general aviation community . . . at the local level, within the 
State or Nationally. The City has presented the debate as a local issue involving only 
a local airport and local pilots. Only two members of the Citizens Task Force have 
aviation background.  I would remind the Citizens of Kennewick that Vista Field is 
an irreplaceable element of a Regional and National Transportation System.

And that brings me to my final point; the selection of the City’s consultant, 
Belt Collins Northwest, LLC. It is fundamentally flawed. As stated in Exhibit A to 
the Consulting Agreement dated April 1, 2008 between the City of Kennewick and 
Belt Collins Northwest, LLC, the consultant has been tasked with a review of the 
four (4) alternatives assigned to the Citizens Task Force. Unfortunately, publically 
available information about Belt Collins Northwest, LLC has not demonstrated any 
degree of knowledge of General Aviation, the National Transportation System or 

(Continued on page 2)
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Washington Pilots Association
227 Bellevue Way NE, PMB 397

Bellevue, WA 98004
Phone: 1-800-972-3597/1-800-WPAFLYS

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to:

wpawings@wpafl ys.org.
Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:

WPA Wings, 21308 SE 215th St.,
Maple Valley, WA 98038.

WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

Send letters to: wpawings@wpafl ys.org, or via postal mail: WPA 
Wings, 21308 SE 215th St., Maple Valley, WA 98038. The WPA 
reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappropriate 
advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including those 
in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions of the 
writers and do not necessarily refl ect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any offi cer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fl y safely.
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VP West: Dave Desmon 360-710-9504
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ADVERTISE IN WPA WINGS!
Ad rates & info at
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Box 4685, Williams Lake, B.C. V2G 2V7
250-392-5612 or tsuniah@shaw.ca

TSUNIAH LAKE LODGE WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, TSUNIAH LAKE LODGE
Invites all WPA members
to come and experience

B.C. hospitality
◆ Excellent fishing
◆ All inclusive
◆ Spectacular scenery
◆ Family friendly resort
◆ 4000 ft. airstrip, indicator CAF4
◆ Just 200 miles north of Vancouver

Catering to Washington pilots since 1954

10% discount on lodging offered to WPA Members

Membership Benefits Program Update 
 

The following businesses have already signed up: 

Business and Contact Location Type of Benefit Offered 
McCormick Air Center 
Teresa Hart 
509-348-1680 

KYKM  .25 (cent) per gallon discount 
on fuel 

 10% Discount on VFR/IFR 
Certification 
10% Discount on I-COM and 
Garmin  Handheld Radio and 
GPS 

McAllister Museum 
Roberta Dela Houssaye 
509-457-4933 
Call to arrange 

KYKM  .10 (cent) per gallon discount 
on fuel 

AC Propeller Service 
Mike Worden 
206-762-1225 

KBFI  10% discount on Propeller and 
Governor overhauls, repairs, 
and sales 

Barnstormers Restaurant KYKM  10% Discount on food 
Northwest Aviation Center 
Dave Wheeler 
425-438-0596 

KPAE  $75.00 (regularly $90.00) 
discounted price towards a 
Flight Review; one hour 
instructor flight time and one 
hour ground time. 

Tsuniah Lake Lodge 
Eric Brebner 
250-392-5612 
Brebner@shaw.ca 

British Columbia, Canada  10% discount on lodging 

Lustick Law Firm 
222 Grand Avenue 
Suite A 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
360-685-4221 
jeff@lustick.com 

KBLI  15% discount on our rates and 
fees to any current WPA 
member, and 20% off to 
members for wills, powers of 
attorney, and living wills.  
Also, on FAA airman 
suspension or revocation 
issues, we can arrange to fly 
to the client for an at-airport 
consultation, or if the client is 
flying to my office for any 
reason, we will provide free 
transport to/from KBLI. 

  

Membership Benefits Program Update

date of completion. Where land or avigation 
easements are purchased with public funds 
the airport facility should be managed as an 
airport in perpetuity.

One more item . . . I admit a bit more 
controversial is the addition of a fifth 
recommendation:  

5) The State of Washington should pass 
legislation granting the right of citizens to 
sue governments (city, county and state) to 
require them to enforce the laws as written, 
and where the lawsuit is found by the courts 
to have merit, litigants may be entitled to 
recover reasonable attorney’s fees and costs, 
including on any appeal.  

Consider for the moment the loss of 
Issaquah, Bellevue and Sandpoint airports. 
Think about the decision of the Chelan 
County Planner to approve a day-care 
center on the approach to Cashmere and 
how many years it has been since the ILS 
at Hoquiam was altered because of the 911 
towers at the outer marker? Think about 
Spokane International Airport and Fairchild 
Air Force Base . . . what a tragedy it would 
be if these essential public facilities are lost 
because state and local government grant 
incompatible land development. Consider 
some of the decisions affecting airports to 
date . . . this just might cause some decision 
maker to consider the consequences of their 
actions. 

Regardless, we are forging new alliances 
. . . all with the objective of insuring GA’s 
future.

the economics therein. Their background is 
in the development of strip malls, big box 
stores and residential and mixed use. 

If indeed it is the intent of the City of 
Kennewick to carefully evaluate all of the 
options in an unbiased and open format, the 
Washington Pilots Association respectfully 
requests that the City of Kennewick terminate 
their agreement with Belt Collins Northwest, 
LLC. We would then suggest that the City 
broaden its search for an independent 
Engineering and Consulting Company with a 
broad background in aviation, transportation 
and economic development. And a firm that 
has no ties, presently or in the past, with 
potential developers.

We understand that many people are 
not familiar with aviation and the benefits it 
brings to a community. Vista Field Airport 
generates wealth enjoyed by every resident 
of Kennewick because it is tied to the 
regional and national transportation system 
. . . monies are brought into the area. The 

(Continued from page 1)
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More on Vista Field…

President’s
Message

Business and Contact Location Type of Benefit Offered
McCormick Air Center
Teresa Hart
509-348-1680

KYKM  .25 (cent) per gallon discount 
on fuel

 10% Discount on VFR/IFR 
Certification
10% Discount on I-COM and 
Garmin  Handheld Radio and 
GPS

McAllister Museum
Roberta Dela Houssaye
509-457-4933
Call to arrange

KYKM  .10 (cent) per gallon discount 
on fuel

AC Propeller Service
Mike Worden
206-762-1225

KBFI  10% discount on Propeller and 
Governor overhauls, repairs, 
and sales

Barnstormers Restaurant KYKM  10% Discount on food
Northwest Aviation Center
Dave Wheeler
425-438-0596

KPAE  $75.00 (regularly $90.00) 
discounted price towards a 
Flight Review; one hour 
instructor flight time and one 
hour ground time.

Tsuniah Lake Lodge
Eric Brebner
250-392-5612
Brebner@shaw.ca

British Columbia, Canada  10% discount on lodging

Lustick Law Firm
222 Grand Avenue
Suite A
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-685-4221
jeff@lustick.com

KBLI  15% discount on our rates and 
fees to any current WPA 
member, and 20% off to 
members for wills, powers of 
attorney, and living wills.  
Also, on FAA airman 
suspension or revocation 
issues, we can arrange to fly 
to the client for an at-airport 
consultation, or if the client is 
flying to my office for any 
reason, we will provide free 
transport to/from KBLI.

Pilot Training 
Mike Shiflett 
www.pilottraining.com 

Web Benefit  We will offer a 10% discount 
to WPA members.  Go to 
http://www.pilottraining.com 
and use coupon code wpa (all 
lower case). 

 

More are coming in and we will be posting the updates to our web site soon. 

Use your Membership Card to Participate 
 

To take advantage of the Membership Benefits Program, you must be a current, paid up member of the WPA.  Simply 
contact the Business Partner, show them your WPA membership card (you can obtain your membership card by signing 
onto the WPA membership program and printing your copy from there), and mention that you would like to use the 
Membership Benefits Program. 

Pireps Welcome! 
 

When you do use the program, we would love to hear from you.  How was your experience?  Simply send an email to 
Les Flue at les@lesflue.com with your PIREP.  Make sure that you put “Membership Benefit PIREP” in the subject line. 

If you would like to recommend a business from your area to become a partner, simply send an email to Les Flue 
(les@lesflue.com) with your recommendation. Or, print out the accompanying application and introductory letter and 
have them forward their information as instructed. 

Let’s all go out and fly; sign up Business Partners; and Give ‘Em the Business! 

Use your Membership Card to Participate 
 To take advantage of the Membership Benefits Program, you must be a current, paid up member of the WPA.  Simply contact the 

Business Partner, show them your WPA membership card (you can obtain your membership card by signing onto the WPA membership 
program and printing your copy from there), and mention that you would like to use the Membership Benefits Program. 

Pireps Welcome! 
 When you do use the program, we would love to hear from you.  How was your experience?  Simply send an email to Les Flue at 

les@lesflue.com with your PIREP.  Make sure that you put “Membership Benefit PIREP” in the subject line. 
If you would like to recommend a business from your area to become a partner, simply send an email to Les Flue (les@lesflue.com) 

with your recommendation. Or, print out the accompanying application and introductory letter and have them forward their information 
as instructed. 

Let’s all go out and fly; sign up Business Partners; and Give ‘Em the Business! 

loss of Vista Field will remove $100,000,000 
in annual revenue to the local citizens . . . 
consider the loss of Cadwell Laboratories 
and Pacific Cataract and Laser. It is difficult 

for us to conceive what plans the City of 
Kennewick has in mind to replace such an 
asset.

Sincerely yours,
John F. Dobson,
President,  Washington Pilots Association 
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In the distant past it was rare for pilots to call FSS and hear the briefer say “there is a 
fire fighting TFR (Temporary Flight Restriction), 5 nm radius from the surface to 10,000 feet 
at 35 nm off the XYZ VOR”.  National Security TFRs were unknown.  Even Presidential 
TFRs (those 30 nm circles that eat airports and spit out unwary pilots) were rare.  Times and 
TFRs have changed.  Every pilot must plan for and deal with TFRs when flying anywhere 
in the United States.   

The number and types of TFRs vary by season 
and region of the country.  In the west wildfire TFRs 
proliferate during the summer months.  During the height 
of the fire season it is common for pilots to find 25 TFRs or 
more within a single state.  The Atlantic hurricane season 
runs from June through the end of October.  A really large 
hurricane like Katrina may result in one or more TFRs 
that cover multiple states, sometimes the entire gulf coast.  
Air shows, large sporting events, and demonstration 
parachute jumps which occur during warmer weather 
may also have TFRs.  

Every four years we go to the polls to elect a President.  This summer and fall pilots 
must avoid six or more Presidential TFRs as incumbents, candidates from the two major 
parties, and potential 3rd and 4th party candidates travel around the country.

FDC 8/8517 – Flight restrictions for avalanche control near ATIGUN PASS, 
ALASKA,14 CFR 91.137(a)(1). 

The trend toward more and larger TFRs was 
already in motion long before Muslim zealots 
brought down the twin towers in New York City.  
The trend toward larger and more numerous 
TFRS is fueled by larger wildfire fires, severe 
hurricanes, concerns about disaster relief safety, 
fears of terrorism, and worries about liability for 
the Government as well as for individual disaster 
relief managers.  September 11th 2001 instantly 
catapulted “temporary” flight restrictions into 
widespread use.  TFRs today are a critical “must 
know” flight planning element for every pilot, for 
every flight.  

While most TFRs come and go rather quickly, 
the term “Temporary” can be as difficult to 
understand or define as Bill Clinton’s references 
to “sex” in his MonicaGate Grand Jury deposition.  
The Mount Saint Helens “Temporary” Flight 
Restriction is just a few miles northeast of Portland, 
Oregon.  This TFR established under 14 CFR 
91.137 (a) (2) has been anything but temporary.  
Put in place soon after the 1983 eruption it is a 
permanent feature lying just north of the Columbia 
River.  The volcano operates on geologic, not 
human time scales so it’s very unlikely this TFR 
will go away in our lifetimes.  Likewise, TFRs 
established under 14 CFR 99.7 around national 
monuments or military installations will be with 

us for a long time.  On the other side of the ledger, TFRs under 14 CFR 91.137 (a) (1) over 
avalanche control operations or Presidential TFRs established under 14 CFR 91.141 may be 
in place for just a few hours.  Presidential TFRs may also move as Presidential motorcades 
travel along highways or city streets.  Wildfire TFRs under 14 CFR 91.137 (a) (2) may last 
a few days to several weeks.  One thing that is common among most types of TFRs is that 
they appear suddenly and may change in shape, size, or height with equal rapidity.

Regardless of whether TFRs are short or long term features of the aeronautical airscape, 
pilots must be aware of them.  14 CFR 91.103 requires that “Each pilot in command shall, 
before beginning a flight, become familiar with all available information concerning that 
flight.”    Information on TFRs is available from many sources.  Several websites publish 
both textual and graphical TFR information.  Refresh rates vary among websites that post 
TFR information, so pilots should use web based information with caution, and only to 
supplement an official DUATS or FSS briefing!  Note that a record of a DUATS or FSS 
briefing is your strongest defense should you inadvertently violate a TFR, any TFR!  A 
recent NASA study showed that over 30% of violations occur because pilots did not 
know of the TFR.   The study showed 40% of TFR violations occurred because pilots had 

Some avionics download TFR data along with current weather.  In 2007 two known 
instances occurred where TFR information shown on flight display devices in the cockpit 
were incorrect.  Devices utilized different satellite services.  In May 2008 TFR computer 
files maintained by the National NOTAM Office were off line for several hours.  Gadget 
failure is not an accepted excuse for busting TFRs.  

We all know about the “Mickey Mouse” TFR over Disneyland.  Most of us know about 
the Stadium TFRs over major sporting events and NASCAR races.  FDC NOTAM 3/1862 
established according to 14 CFR 99.7 and SECTION 352 OF PUBLIC LAW 108-7 requires 
pilots to avoid any event held at a stadium or open air assembly, amusement park, or race 
track with seating capacity of 30,000 people.  Unfortunately, it’s up to the pilot to know 
when and where these TFRs are located.  DUATS does not brief the Stadium TFR.  FSS 
will brief stadium TFRs only upon request, and only to the extent that they have information 
on event schedules.

Several  pilots have busted 
Presidential TFRs because they 
launched on a local sightseeing flight 
without checking or tried to cut it 
too close as they flew by.  The image 
painted on your state-of-the-art avionics 
by your satellite update subscription 
can give you a false sense of security.  
Neither ignorance, nor gadget failure 
is a valid excuse when you bust a TFR.  

The FAA recently upped the penalties 
for violating TFRs.  Busting a TFR could be 
expensive:  Willful violation may result in loss 
or suspension of flying privileges or a large fine.  
Even inadvertent incursions may result in an 
official investigation, a record of the incident, 
and suspensions.  Busting a TFR may also be 
fatal.  During disaster relief operations large 
numbers of aircraft may be over the incident.  

Why risk a mid air collision because you flew through an active fire fighting or mine disaster 
TFR?  Why risk your license by busting a Presidential TFR?  Why risk getting blasted from 
the sky by flying through an avalanche control TFR?   

Your best defense is to obtain a briefing before every flight.  When you open your flight 
plan with FSS (you do file a flight plan, don’t you) confirm your TFR information.  On long 
flights of over an hour give a PIREP, and while in contact with Flightwatch ask if there are 
any new TFRs.  If on an IFR flight plan you’ll probably get advisories about TFRs.  ATC is 
pretty good at directing pilots away from flight restricted areas.  ATC may also clear you to 
transit some (not all) TFRs… however if they do be sure to confirm they have coordinated 
with the disaster relief officials in charge.  Operational errors do occur.  There have been 
instances where aircraft on IFR flight plans have come uncomfortably close to disaster 
relief aircraft while transiting TFRs.  Know where you are, and know where TFRs are at 
all times.  If you fly with VFR flight following you will get advisories from ATC (including 
TFR information), subject to workload.  Translation:  When using VFR flight following 
it remains your responsibility to know about and avoid TFRs.  Regardless of whether you 
fly VFR or IFR, remember that as PIC you (not the controller) are responsible for avoiding 
authorized entry into restricted airspace.

TFRs are a fact of life.  They exist to keep the aluminum separated.  The Air Safety 
Foundation said it well:  “Know before you go!”

Temporary Flight 
Restriction – Airspace 
designated by the 
FAA with a NOTAM 
within which only 
aircraft specifically 
exempted from 
the restriction may 
operate.

14 CFR 91.103 - Each pilot 
in command shall, before 
beginning a flight, become 
familiar with all available 
information concerning that 
flight. 

“Ignorance is No Excuse”
By John Townsley, WPA Legislative Director

FDC 8/8517 - Flight restrictions for 
avalanche control near ATIGUN 
PASS, ALASKA, 14 CFR 91.137 
(a) (1).

incomplete or dated information, or failed to know the precise location of the TFR.  The 
National NOTAM Office site posts the most reliable and current TFR information.  Most 
other sites have a delay of 30 minutes or more in posting new TFRs.  Some sites have even 
longer update cycles on weekends, holidays, or after hours.  Several sites that provide TFR 
information are listed in below. 

 

• Sales 
• Service 
• Installation 
• Certifications 
• Mobile 

Service 

FAA Certified Repair Station 
#GG6R560N 

5505 E Rutter Ave, Spokane, WA  99212 

The largest 
selection of pilot 

supplies & gifts in the 
Inland Empire. 

If we don’t have what you 
need, we’ll help you find it! 

877-99-PILOT 

MENTION THIS AD AND GET $50.00 OFF YOUR NEXT  
MAINTENANCE ANNUAL! 

ANNUAL 
INSPECTIONS 

 
ROUTINE 

MAINTENANCE 
 
REPAIRS 

AVIONICS 

509-534-7371 
           Trusted for Over 33 Years 

MAINTENANCE PILOT SUPPLIES 

877-676-1229
208-676-1229

Fax 208-676-8638
1110 W. Park Place

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
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ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar 
on the airport. Contact Warren Walz via 
email at www@wncpa.com

CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam 
County chapter meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month at Rite Bros (FBO) 
at Port Angeles Fairchild International 
Airport (CLM). Meetings begin at 7:00 
pm, and all are welcome. For more info 
on the Clallam County chapter, contact 
Gary Johnson at 360-452-2340.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current 
meeting schedules, please contact Harley 
Howell, Jr., (509) 684-2105, email swift-
flight@ultraplix.com

DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meet-
ings are usually held on the fourth Friday 
of the month at the Deer Park Administra-
tion Building located near the south end of 
the airport. Meetings begin with a potluck 
dinner at 6:30 pm, a program beginning 
at 7:15, followed by a Chapter business 
meeting. Please contact Roy Lakewold at 
509-276-5733 or email rb177@earthlink.
net for additional information.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River chap-
ter meets for dinner at 7:00 pm on the third 
Friday of each month from September 
through June at the quonset hut at 790 Pe-

rimeter Road at Renton Airport (that’s the 
first building north of the control tower). 
For more information on the Green River 
chapter, email Daryl Hickman at flying-
seattle@yahoo.com.

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of each month, year round, at 
10:00 am in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. 
For more information on activities, please 
visit the WPA web site, click on the Har-
vey Field Chapter, and visit the Activities 
Calendar. For more information contact 
Charles Hower at 425-342-8584.

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound chapter meets every second 
Thursday of the month (except during 
June, July and August), at 7:00 pm on the 
second floor of the old Port of Bellingham 
administration building, at Bellingham 
International Airport (BLI). For more 
info on the North Sound chapter, contact 
Wayne Landis at (360) 647-8206, email 
landiswg@comcast.net.

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUN-
TY - The Okanogan & Ferry County 
chapter meets on the third Thursday 
of the month alternating between Okanogan 
and Tonasket. To confirm meeting details, 
contact Monica Oakes at 509-826-1834, 
emai l  missmonica@webbox .com

OLYMPIA SOUTH SOUND - The Olym-
pia Chapter meets on the 4th Wednesday 

of each month at the Volare Cafe Italiano, 
on the Olympia Airport, west side. The 
meeting’s time is 6 pm for dinner and 
conversation, 7 pm for programs. Contact 
Mark Johnson, President, at markjohn-
son4@comcast.net, 360-754-9622 or El-
lie Heston, Secretary at irish_cubflyer@
yahoo.com

PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets every Saturday morning at 10:00 
am for a fly out lunch. Just show up at the 
Regal FBO. For more information on the 
Paine Field chapter activities, visit their 
website (accessible from the main WPA 
website at www.wpaflys.org), or contact 
Kevin Kelly 425-353-7810, email presi-
dent@wpa-paine.org.

GREATER SEATTLE - The Greater 
Seattle chapter is looking for a fresh 
infusion of energy. If you’re interested 
in serving on the Board, please call Col-
leen Turner at 425-453-7696 or email 
cturner@cruiseholidaysbellevue.com

SHELTON-SANDERSON - Jack 
Krause, President, 360-426-6272

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter generally 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month, starting at 7:00 pm, at the Pearson 
Air Museum on Pearson Field (VUO), in 
Vancouver. For more information on the 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter, please 
contact Bob Brown at (360) 607-5060.

SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner at 
Marie Callander’s Restaurant, beginning 
at 6:00 pm. (Meeting details are subject 
to change - please call first to check). The 
chapter also conducts a monthly fly-out 
on the Saturday morning following the 
chapter meeting, weather permitting. For 
more information, contact Gary White 
at 509-891-6473, or email gcwhite1@
earthlink.net

TRI-CITIES - Marjy Leggett, President, 
509-947-4347

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of 
the month at 6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, 
location TBD. For meeting details and 
more info, contact Fred Winge at (360) 
289-4189, email fwinge@techline.com.

WENATCHEE - Scott Morrison, Presi-
dent, 509-782-0500

YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the last 
Friday of the month. For meeting 
location and other details, contact Den-
nis Klingele at (509) 966-5300, email 
dgklingele@aol.com

In the spring of 2007 on a night when 
the weather at Port Angeles was down to 
IFR minimums in fog, Dennis Toepke was 
returning from Seattle in his Bonanza.  When 
he made the procedure turn at  the Elwha 
NDB, he keyed up on the CTAF (123.0) to 
bring the lights up to full bright and turn on 
the rabbit. As he made his way inbound on the 
approach he heard some other transmissions 
on CTAF as well as blind keying of a mike.  
This was not unusual as the frequency is used 
by other airports nearby. When he arrived at 
decision height he could not see approach 
lights.  A few seconds later he caught sight 
of dim runway lights just as he was ready 
to pull up into the Missed Approach. When 
Dennis touched down, he realized that he 
was at least a couple of thousand feet further 
down the runway than he should have been.  
If he had executed a Missed Approach too 
late, he might have collided with the trees 
of Lincoln Park which had been allowed 
to grow into airport airspace.  Why were 
those runway lights so dim? Why were 
they beckoning him like beautiful sirens 
to an ancient mariner only to lure his ship 
onto the rocks? 

Dennis pondered this situation.  CCPA/
WPA discussed the situation both at general 
meetings and at their twice monthly safety 

Dennis Toepke’s Bonanza 
Dennis landed his plane at IFR minimums last Spring 2007, but just barely.

Clallam County: KCLM CTAF 
frequency to change to 122.975 

breakfasts.  It turns out that at the Jefferson 
County airport, a pilot can click the mike to 
either learn how his radio is transmitting or 
to get a briefing.  Since Jefferson County 
is only 25 nm away from Port Angeles, 
clicking the mike for information was also 
affecting the lights in Port Angeles.  For 
years commercial pilots had complained 
about these two airports having the same 
CTAF.  It turns out that at least one other 
pilot has had as harrowing an experience 
as Dennis.  This situation was obviously an 
accident waiting to happen.  It was time for 
CCPA/WPA to spring into action. 

As a result of CCPA/WPA’s  action 
KCLM UNICOM will change on July 31st 
to 122.975. We would like all pilots who fly 
to Port Angeles to know this.   

However, this article is only about why 
we changed our CTAF frequency, and not 
how it was done.  In order to change our 
UNICOM frequency we had to go through 
multiple government offices and it was with 
renewed insight that we now understand 
why change that is necessary is still slow to 
happen.  Since we know that other airports 
have similar problems, we’ll be glad to give 
you the blow by blow battle that CCPA/WPA 
went through to make change happen in the 
next issue of WINGS. 

WPA Chapters Around the State

By Tom Jensen, WPA Airports Director

 Big World Flight http://www.bigworldflight.org/ was started about 20 years ago by 
some young Boeing engineers with ambitious, magnanimous goals.  They planned to fly 
a Stearman around the world in an educational outreach effort.  Wow! Imagine that in a 
Stearman.

Big World Flight (BWF) has evolved into something more practical and local but still 
magnanimous.  The Program Mission statement is: “Provide educators with “real world” 
applications to motivate students to learn math, science, communication skills, decision-
making and teamwork through the exploration of flight.”  

In practical terms, it provides exposure to aviation for students in remote communities. 
In addition to providing exposure to practical math and science applications and potential 
careers, the benefit of their local airport is not too subtly presented.  A flyby demonstrates 
the traffic pattern and shows some differences in GA airplanes.

On May 18-20, WPA members Tom and Nancy Jensen and State President John Dobson 
joined Marilyn Emery and Hal Bryan on events in Republic and Tonasket.  About 80 students 
were hosted at each event, with groups rotated through four “stations” which exposed them 
to the airplane, flight planning, airport flight operations and an airport tour.  

In spite of personal exposure to $5.72/gal fuel at Omak and some weather on the way 
home, the trip was very satisfying and left us old folks with a sense of accomplishment.  

Please read about BWF at the above link.

Other Things
WPA Members Do
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May 17, 2008
Paine Field Airport

President John Dobson called the meeting to 
order at 11:06.

ATTENDANCE:  
President, John Dobson; Vice President 

West, Dave Desmon; Secretary, Marjy 
Leggett; Director Airports, Tom Jensen; 
Director Communications, Colleen Turner; 
Director State Safety & Education, Jim 
Faustina; Director At Large, Les Flue; Past 
State President, Jim Smith; Website, Kevin 
Kelley. 

Other WPA members: Shelton, Jack 
Krause; Paine Field President, Greg Bell; 
Greater Seattle Public Affairs, Joseph Bryant; 
Auburn/ESR Nancy Jensen; Green River 
President, Perry Chinn; Harvey President, 
Charles Hower.

FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS:  
Marjy Leggett was elected secretary, 

replacing Charles Hower.  The vote was 
unanimous.

MINUTES:  
No minutes were available for reading.  

Past secretary, Charles Hower said he would 
make them available to the president and for 
placement on the Web.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Treasurer, Bill Reith was not present.  

President John Dobson shared an e-mail 
message from the treasurer with the accounting 
information.  All bills are paid, all deposits up 
to May are processed, and the cash balances 
are:  Cascade Checking: $518; SMCU 
Checking: $1654; SMCU MM: $14,229; 
SMCU LAF: $13,843.  The bottom line is that 
operationally, we are tight and cannot write 
the next Wings from the operating account.  
The treasurer recommended that we need 
to find out what the chapters owe, increase 
membership, sell advertising, and consider 
event sponsors.

John Dobson reported the accounting is 
being switched over to QuickBooks.  His wife, 
Karen will handle the books, but Treasurer Bill 
Reith will continue to write the checks.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
WPA  Management System – Operating 

Guide Book Still a work in progress
Electronic Meetings:
Les Flue and John Townsley are working 

on conference meetings on line.
Sending WINGS via E-Mail:
Les Flue has some options . . . will 

continue to work out the details.

NEW BUSINESS:
PAC (Political Action Committee)

John Dobson led the discussion on 
whether to form a political action committee.  
Briefly, he summarized the situation around 
the state with potential loss of airports, 
then went on to explain how a Political 
Action Committee might serve WPA and 
Washington pilots.  WPA is a 501(c) 7 
organization.  Political contributions are not 
tax deductible, but members are allowed to 
make contributions through the organization 
for political purposes.  WPA is the only group 
in Washington State that can advocate for 
General Aviation.  In the past, WPA spent 
$5000 on a lobbyist who helped with the noise 
and safety bill of 96.

Les Flue commented that normally 
lobbyists lobby Legislators.  The WPA needs 
to be aggressive toward General Aviation.

Tom Jensen pointed out that the name 
Political Action Committee “brings baggage 
in name alone.”  He suggested an airport 
support group to support the political points 
of saving airports.

Les Flue suggested contacting the 
regional representative from AOPA, Mike 
Ferguson, and asking him to help us form a 
task force.

John Dobson asked for volunteers 
to be on the Political Committee.  Those 
volunteering were Marjy Leggett, Les Flue, 
Tom Jensen, and Les Flue.

It was suggested that John Holland be 
contacted to help think of how money for 
political action can be brought in to WPA.

Jack Krause offered the services of a 
friend who might be willing to work as a 
WPA lobbyist.

Concerns were brought up about the 
Chehalis/Centralia Airport.  Although it has 
been co-operated by the county and city, the 

WPA BOARD 
MEETING

(Continued on page 6)

PROFESSIONALS WITH EXPERIENCE SINCE 1944

STOP DREAMING
START FLYING TODAY!

WPA Management System – User Guide 

Accessing the Management System 

 
Accessing the Management System 
 
 
 
 

Tasks Detailed Steps 

 
1. Go to the WPA web 
site.  

 

 
1. http://wpaflys.org 

 
2. Choose any of the 
following links to 
navigate to the login 
page. 
 

 

 
 

1.  Click on the WPA Logo at the top of the home page; 
2. Click on the box labeled “Join or Renew On Line Today” 
3. Click on the box labeled “Update Member Information” 

3.  Login to the 
Management System 
with your Member ID 
and Password. 
 
Note:  If you have 
forgotten your member 
number or password, 
click on the appropriate 
link to have this 
information emailed to 
you. 

 

WPA Management System – User Guide 

Accessing the Management System 

4.  If you have not, yet 
registered on the 
Management System, 
click on the box labeled 
“Join or Renew On Line 
Today” and fill out the 
Online sign up form. 

 
5.  Once you are logged 
in, choose from the drop 
down menu (at the 
bottom of the 
Administration Home 
page) what you would 
like to do. 
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Printing Membership Cards 

 
Printing Membership Card(s) 
 
 
 
 

Tasks Detailed Steps 

 
1. Go to the WPA 
web site.  

 

 
1. http://wpaflys.org 

 
2. Access the 
Membership 
Management System 
 

 

 
 

1.  Click on the WPA Logo at the top of the home page; 
2. Click on the box labeled “Join or Renew On Line Today” 
3. Click on the box labeled “Update Member Information” 

3.  Once you are 
logged into the 
system, choose the 
Accounting Menu 
option.  Press GO to 
continue. 

 

WPA Management System – User Guide 

Printing Membership Cards 

4.  Next, choose from 
the Accounting menu 
options, “Membership 
Cards”. 

 
5.  If you are a 
Chapter Officer, or a 
Board Member, you 
will may print a batch 
of labels for a specific 
Chapter.  Note:  This 
option uses Avery 
Badge Form 5390.  
You should make 
sure you have 
sufficient stock on 
hand.  Choose the 
Chapter from the 
menu. 

 
6.  The Management 
System will create a 
PDF file of 
Membership Cards 
that you then can use 
to print for your 
chapter. 

 

WPA Management System – User Guide 

Printing Membership Cards 

7.  If you are a 
member and wish to 
print your own 
Membership card, 
Enter your 
Membership ID in the 
area provided at the 
bottom of the page. 

 
8. A PDF file containing your Membership Card is created that you can now print out to create your 
membership card. 
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For more information please call 800-997-5633

Introducing THE BLUFF at BRYN MAWR, Renton’s newest neighborhood featuring:
❖ Electronic Gated Entry, adds security and prestige

❖ Awsome Lake Washington, mountain and valley views
❖ Superb Craftsmanship

FLY OUT OF RENTON?
Now you can live 5 minutes away!

From the $600,000’s
Model home located at 107 NW 6th St., Renton, WA

county wants to relinquish its responsibility 
and some members of the City Council are 
considering closing it.  The airport has a 
great airport manager who recently won an 
award for best state airport manager.  Les 
Flue encouraged forming a support group 
for Chehalis/Centralia now and offered 
suggestions on how to go about finding 
research about the airport, (i.e. past history, 
zoning, etc).  On August 2nd Chehalis will 
host a Fly-In.  This would be a good time to 
rally the pilots and form a support group.

Membership
Currently, there are 663 paid members.  We 

need 800 to break even.  John Dobson passed 
out a sheet with membership statistics and 
reviewed it in detail with those attending the 
meeting.  He discussed the WPA Management 
System and how we have some challenges 
with educating everyone on how to properly 
use the system. 

Chapter treasurers can now go to the 
Website to view payment history.  There they 
will find the amount that needs to be paid to 
the WPA on behalf of a member as well as the 
amount owed back to the chapter. Discussion 
revolved around how to increase membership.  
Members and potential members need to be 
made aware of the benefits of belonging to 
WPA, such as fuel discounts, parts and service 
discounts, and as proponents for saving 
Washington airports.  Saving airports can 
be a rallying point for chapters with airports 
in danger, but that may not be as effective 
drawing members from areas whose airports 
do not seem to be in immediate danger of 
closing.

It was pointed out that face to face contact 
works better than leaving brochures.  Business 
cards were suggested as a promotional tool.  
Discussion followed on what information the 
card should contain.  John Dobson proposed 
providing chapter access to a business card 
template on the WPA website, which would 
allow chapters to make changes easily when 
chapter officers change positions.

Currently, approximately 160 issues 
of Wings are sent to political contacts such 
as commissioners, councilmen, airport 

managers, etc. A suggestion was made to give 
councilmen, commissioners, and others in 
decision-making positions copies of the AOPA 
CD by Phil Boyer on saving airports.

Calendar:
Those present lamented the lack of 

a calendar of events as appeared in past 
issues of Wings.  John Dobson reported that 
the Calendar of Events is being revived.  
Stephanie Allen will set it up.  All events 
of interest to pilots are to be included, even 
if they are not WPA sponsored events.  
Information about upcoming events should 
be sent to John Dobson.

Sponsorship:
Les Flue has been able to line up a 

number of businesses who will offer discounts 
for WPA members.  He listed the businesses 
and their discounted services and encouraged 
those present to seek out additional businesses 
willing to offer discounts.  He also is looking 
for a pilot to provide a testimonial about his 
or her experience of using one of the vendors 
providing discounts. 

LATS Meeting:
Jack Krause asked for an update on the 

last LATS meeting.  John Dobson gave a quick 
overview and offered to bring Carol Moser, 
John Sibold, or someone else from the LATS 
Committee for a formal presentation.  Jack 
affirmed that a formal presentation would be 
informative.

Grant Agreement:
John Dobson discussed the WPA’s 

request to the State DOT/Aviation Division 
regarding airports that choose to close after 
accepting state grants.  He received a letter 
from the John Sibold, Aviation Division 
Director outlining the options available to 
WSDOT. When airports owners elect to close 
their airports, the options available regarding 
grant contract commitments are:
1. Withhold future airport grants
2. Pay back monies received from state 
contracts
3. Request that the airports remain open

The current position of WSDOT is to 
require repayment of funds. Discussion 
centered on how we can work with the DOT 
to keep airports open.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
The WAMA convention will be held in 

Richland during the week of May 26.
John Sibold has been asked to send a 

letter in writing to the Port of Kennewick 
Commission reiterating his request to hold off 
a decision to close Vista Field until the LATS 
study is completed.

FLYING ACTIVITIES:
Rachel Hanson and her husband John are 

planning an Aviation Training Fair.
An Inland Empire training event was 

proposed with possibilities of an egress tank.  
Options are for the fair to be held at Felts 
Field or Fairchild Air Force Base.  If it is 
held at Fairchild, offering pilots training in 
the hyperbolic chamber might be an option.  
There were no objections to the event from 
those present.

Shelton is also hosting an event on 
September 13th.

Nancy Jensen passed out a flyer inviting 
everyone to attend the Green River Poker Run 
and Fly-In Barbecue June 28, 2008 starting 
at 11:00 a.m.
Fly Washington:

John Dobson suggested hosting a Fly 
Washington event modeled after a similar 
event in another state. Pilots would be issued 

a “Passport” which they would take to each 
of the designated airports in the state to have 
stamped.  Upon completion of the “Passport,” 
pilots would receive a t-shirt with the state of 
Washington depicting all 139 airports. 

As an alternative, Jim Smith suggested 
asking for a $200 donation from each FBO 
and offering a leather bomber jacket to the 
first 20 who finish their “passports” and 
entering the rest of those who complete the 
“passport” in a drawing for the remaining 20 
leather bomber jackets.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 

p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Marjy Leggett
Secretary

ADVERTISE IN WPA WINGS!
Ad rates & info at

http://www.wpaflys.org/wings.html
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The Lapierre Passport is a folding solution to having a full sized Mountain bike you can take anywhere!
Weight: 24 ¼ lbs (BIKE  W/O PEDALS) + 9lbs (BAG) = 35lbs TOTAL

Frame Sizes: 43–46–51–56cm Center-To-Top

Travel Bag dimensions: 12” wide, 30” high, and 37” long.

Average assembly time 5 min.

MSRP: $2499.99

Your Passport to Anywhere.

www.carryyourdreams.com
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See the Passport at Center Cycle-425-228-3661
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By Kirk Kleinholz
The bi-annual Berlin Air Show (and 

International Aerospace Exhibition and 
Conferences) took place May 27 through 
June 1.  You’re probably hoping for photos 
and accounts of airplanes and pilots and 
bratwurst-with-wings, and I do plan to write 
an article about that aspect of the show for 
the next issue of Wings.  Meanwhile, the 
best story to come out of the event for this 
pilot was an opportunity to meet and mingle 
with several WWII pilot veterans of the 
Berlin airlift.

My entry to the show was courtesy of the 
Air Force Association (AFA) – counterpart 
organization to the Navy League – who 
hired me to help man their booth at the trade 
show.   The AFA was participating in the 
show in part to join in activities surrounding 
the attendance of some 40 members, and 
their spouses, of the Berlin Airlift Veterans 
Association.  Since that organization formed 
in 1989, members of the group have been 
returning to Berlin approximately every 5 
years.  Each time they come to Germany 
they are honored and embraced by the people 
of Berlin for the selfless contributions of 
the hundreds of pilots, aircrew and ground 
personnel who made the airlift the largest 
and most effective undertaking of its kind 
in history.

This year marked the 60th anniversary 
of the commencement of the airlift, which 
began in June 1948.  The contingent of 
veterans attending the show this year 
included Gail Halvorsen, known and beloved 
as the “Candy Bomber” for his now-famous 
gesture of dropping candy with handkerchief 
parachutes to the children of Berlin who 
gathered under the flight path of the airlift 

Come Show Off Your Pride and Joy!
Anacortes Fly-In

June 28, 2008  •  10:00 til 3:00

Fuel discounts courtesy of
San Juan Airlines

Rides over Anacortes

Informative Displays

Food  Vendors

Anacortesflyin.com

Berlin Barbecue
planes arriving at Templehof.  Mr. Halvorsen 
is a gracious and still-vibrant man who had 
a terrific idea, and he has garnered much 
attention over the years for giving berth to 
an idea that was quickly embraced my many 
airlift pilots and crew.  But to me, it seems 
the mystique surrounding the Candy Bomber 
has at times overshadowed the contributions 
of the countless other pilots and veterans 
who toiled just as diligently to support the 
people of Berlin during the airlift.  I took it 
as my mission to meet some of those lesser-
known pilots and to offer them the chance 
to step off the official airshow bandwagon 
and mingle with some modern-day Berlin 
citizens and pilots.

Coincidentally I had been invited to 
attend a barbecue at the home of a German 
acquaintance who is a pilot flying Airbus 
A320s for Air Berlin.  He had learned I am 
a pilot and said many of his other invited 
guests are also Air Berlin pilots.  When I 
realized the date of the barbecue was the 
Saturday evening of the air show, I thought 
of inviting some of the airlift veterans to 
join us for the casual get-together.  Phone 
calls and E-mails in my clumsy Deutsch 
ensued, and the host of the party graciously 
welcomed any of the veterans I could round 
up and bring along.  Through a series of 
intermediaries and embassy “handlers” and 
yet another flurry of phone calls, I extended 
the invitation and ultimately four veterans 
and their spouses accepted.  As I suspected, 
they all welcomed the chance to avoid 
another orchestrated event with the requisite 
“rubber chicken” dinner.  I think the wives in 
particular relished the idea of getting away 
from the air show crowds.

(Continued on page 8)
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The next challenge was arranging 
transportation.  The veterans were staying 
at a hotel in the town of Potsdam some 
40 kilometers southwest of the site of the 
barbecue, itself a mere 5 kilometers south 
of Templehof Airport.  A bus had been 
assigned for transportation of the veterans 
during their visit, but my merry band was 
only a small contingent and the bus was 
otherwise tasked for the evening.  After 
trying to borrow vehicles and drivers from 
the embassy, American friends and even 
some of the German guests of the barbecue 
with shamefully little success, I determined 
a taxi would provide the simplest solution.  I 
relied on the assistance of a desk clerk at the 
veteran’s hotel, who called the taxi company 
on my behalf.  She assured me the taxi 
company could provide an 8-passenger van 
at a cost of 42 euro (a little over $60) for the 
trip.  Relieved my transportation headache 
was resolved, I agreed to be waiting at the 
destination to meet the taxi and pay the 
driver.  My plan was on track and I was 
limbering up my shoulder, preparing to pat 
myself on the back.  But just as many of the 
airlift pilots encountered surprises during 
their missions, I soon saw my logistics and 
careful budgeting take a nose-dive.

The enthusiastic veterans arrived at the 
home of our party’s host with no fanfare or 
incidents…not in an 8-passenger van, but 
in two taxi sedans.  I narrowly avoided a 
migraine as I did the currency exchange rate 
conversion in my head, but even I was able to 
quickly deduce my travel budget had likely 
been blown.  Sure enough, the combined fare 
for the two taxis was over twice what I had 
been quoted by the hotel clerk.  Even after 
negotiating away much of the fluff added to 
the fare by the taxi drivers, I ended up with 
a bill for 100 euro.  Ouch!  And of course I 
then realized the return trip would be equally 
painful to my schwiney-bank.  Earlier in my 
attempt as a social planner, I had discussed 
with the host the prospect of “passing the 
hat” among his guests to help defray some 
of the taxi expense.  My suggestion seemed 
to have been accepted in wonderful spirit 
but follow-through was sadly lacking.  In 
the end, I covered the cost of the taxis both 
directions.  The net result was that the taxi 
fares almost exactly equaled the money I had 
earned as a paid-volunteer working the AFA 
booth for the week.  It seems in a little over 
a year I still have not fully understood the 
economy of the European Union!  Regardless 
of the financial snafu, my mission had been 
achieved, bringing the veterans to socialize 
with friends and family members of the 
German people who had been saved by their 
heroic efforts 60 years ago.

Our hosts for the barbecue were Robert 
Kimpke and David McCaleb, both Berlin Air 
pilots.  Their duplex home shares a beautiful 
back yard and lush garden area, including a 
party cabana in the back corner with a well-
stocked refrigerator, charcoal grill, fussball 
table, dart board, and a flat panel TV with 
a football (that’s soccer to you folks) game 
in full swing.  

The honored guests for the evening 
were:  Air Force pilots Al Lowe, Ed Gere 
(Ed is the author of an inspirational book 
about the airlift), and Bill Voight together 
with their wives (daughter Debra in Bill’s 
case); and Navy pilot Dr. Earl Moore and his 
wife.   All appeared to have a wonderful time 
in the casual setting on a beautiful Berlin 
evening.  The two flights of steep stairs up to 
the bathroom proved to be a bit of a challenge 
for some; after all, these folks are mostly in 
their 80s, give or take a few years.  But they 
genuinely seemed to appreciate being off 
the official party path, and I was gratified 
to see that most of the German pilot guests 
each took the time to introduce themselves to 
the veterans and chat a bit.  Many wonderful 
stories were exchanged  and, as always 
happens when groups of pilots get together 
to socialize, much was shared both spoken 
and unspoken.  In this case, the unspoken 
included the undeniable appreciation of our 
hosts and their local guests.  Much of what 
they were enjoying that evening, their very 
quality of life and their ability to fly modern 
aircraft throughout Europe and the world, 
was due in large part to the efforts of the 
four elderly American pilots in their midst 
and the hundreds of others like them who 
flew in the Berlin Air Lift.

All in all, this was a successful mission 
well worth the money and effort.  We got to 
see history come alive through the eyes and 
stories of the pilots who had helped write 
one of its greatest chapters.

(Continued from page 7)

Berlin Barbecue
Date Event APO Location Phone email / Website
June     
20-21 Richland Fly-in RLD Richland, WA 509-946-2515 clif@sundanceaviation.net
20-21 Beaver State Reg Aerobatcs PDT Pendelton, OR  www.jac77.org
20-22 Pacific Bonanza Society Fly-in ALW Walla Walla, WA 360-745-5940 
21 Fantasy Field Fly-in & BBQ (Pvt.) Chehalis, WA 360-262-3060 
21 Plains Airport Fly-in  Plains, MT  
28 WPA - Green River Poker Run (Pvt.) Evergreen Sky Ranch  johnsmutny@gmail.com
28 WPA - Anacortes Fly-in 74S Anacortes, WA 360-293-0601 
28 Seeley Lake Fly-in & BBQ 23S Seeley Lake, MT  
27-29 Grant County Aviation Festival MWH Moses Lake, WA 360-578-0908 
July     
3-4 July Flight Festival  Townsend, MT  
4 Tacoma Freedom Fair Air Show TIW Tacoma, WA 253-682-1446 www.freedomfair.com
4-5 Methow Valley Fly-in 2S0 Twisp WA 509-429-6328 
5 Sandpoint Fly-in SZT Sandpoint, ID 208-255-9954 
9-13 Arlington Fly-in & Convention AWO Arlington, WA 360-435-5857 www.nweaa.org
12 WPA - State Board Meeting AWO Arlington, WA 360-898-2319 
18-20 McChord AFB Air Expo TCM Tacoma, WA 253-982-4919 
19 Blueberry Pancake Bkfst. 4S9 Mulino, OR  
21 Klamath Air Show  Klamath Falls, OR  
21 Independence Biplane Fly-in  Independence, OR  
22 Trans. Study (LATS) Public Meet  Mukilteo, WA 800-552-0666 
24 Trans. Study (LATS) Public Meet EAT Wenatchee, WA 800-552-0666 
25-27 Paisley Mosquito Festival 22S Paisley, OR 541-943-3337 
25-26 Camas Days 1W1 Camas, WA 360-834-2472 
25-26 Wings ”Over” Baker BKE Baker City, OR 541-523-3300 
‘25-27 Concrete Old Fashioned Fly-in 3W5 Concrete, WA 360-770-3502 
26-27 Blue Angels  Twin Falls, ID  
28-03 EAA Airventure OSH Oshkosh, WI  www.airventure.org
August     
1-10 World Aerobatic Championships PDT Pendelton, OR  
1-3 Stearman Fly-in  Cottage Grove, OR 509-999-7436 
2 Hot August Flights SLE Salem, OR  
1-3 Eastsound-”Orcas” Fly-in / Campout ORS Eastsound, WA 360-376-5286 
2 Chehalis Fly-in CLS Chehalis, WA 360-880-1247 
7 Aviation Planning Council (LATS) VUO Vancouver, WA 800-552-0666 
8 Stillwater Landing Splash & music  Lower Stillwater Lake, MT  
8-10 Skyfest Fairchild AFB  Spokane, WA 509-247-4941 www.fairchild.af.mil
8-10 All New Prosser Fly-in S40 Prosser, WA 509-786-2053 
8-10 Oregon Int’l Air Show  Hillsboro, OR 503-629-0706 www.oregonairshow.com
15-17 NWAAC ”Evergreen” Fly-in   MMV McMinnville, OR 503-472-0558 www.nwaac.com
22-23 Central Oregon Airshow S33 Madras, OR 541-348-0019 ochs@orednet.org
‘22-24 WPA - Wings over Republic R49 Republic, WA 509-775-3911 www.wingsoverrepublic.com
23 Lynden Airport Fly-in 38W Lynden, WA 360-354-6728 
30 Bremerton Blackberry Festival PWT Bremerton, WA 360-377-3041 www.blackberrfestival.org
30 Desert Aire Fly-in / Pancakes M94 Desert Aire, WA  
September     
5-6 HFM Warbird Fly-in Big Band Dance BLI Bellingham, WA 360-733-4422 www.heritageflight.org
5-6 Apple Turnover Aerobatic Cont EPH Ephrata  www.jac67.org
5-7 Western Antique Aero / Auto 4S2 Hood River, OR 541-386-1664 www.waaamuseum.org
9 Aviation Planning Council (LATS) BFI Seattle, WA 800-552-0666 
13 Gunfighter Skies 2008  Mountain Home AFB, ID  
10-14 Reno Air Races  Reno, NV  www.airrace.org
13 WPA - Port of Shelton Fly-in SHN Shelton, WA 360-426-1151 
20 WPA - State Board Meeting GEG Spokane, WA 360-898-2319 
24 Fall Canyonlands Safari  McCall, ID  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS


