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I Have Gone
Over to the
“Dark Side”

I think some of you may be aware . . . I have 
accepted the position as Executive Director for 
the Port of Shelton. I (and my staff) work for 
three elected Commissioners who are charged 
with setting policy for the operations of a 
Marina, Industrial park and the Sanderson Field 
Airport. When asked why, “It’s all because of 
the pocket gophers . . !” During a Saturday 
morning airport “hangar rash” Tom Wallitner 
started in about his property being infested with 

pocket gophers, an endangered species.  I immediately jumped in with all manner of 
ways to mitigate those critters. He stopped and asked, “How the (expletive deleted) 
do you know that stuff?  I didn’t tell him the week before I attended our Olympia 
WPA Chapter meeting and their airport director told me everything about their pocket 
gopher problem. 

Tom looked at me with one of those 15 degree head twists and said, “You would 
make a good airport director”. We all laughed and continued with our banter for 
another 30 minutes. As Tom walked out the door he stopped and looked back at me, 
“You didn’t say no!”  No joke, it was that simple. I had never given any thought to the 
job until that moment . . . that’s the truth!

The idea of referring to airport management as the “dark side” came several 
years ago. Sending copies of WINGS to our statewide political base including the 
138 airport managers was basic stuff.  But, occasionally I would hear suggestions 
that maybe I should consider a different point of view . . . maybe something from 
Penni Loomis about insurance, Dave Waggoner about minimum standards or even 
Neil Sealock about TSA. In the back 
of my mind I chalked it up to the “dark 
side” . . . I was right and they were . . . 
different.  Now I am one; maybe I 
was the one who was “different”.  
Note, I didn’t say I agreed with them 
. . . yet.

Right now I feel like I am trying to drink water through a fire hose. But, the 
information on my desk will serve us all very well. Take for example issues regarding 
Growth Management and airports as Essential Facilities. City and County politics 
wants you to believe that you have little to say about what is developed around your 
airport. The message from our Port’s attorney is loud and clear. Everyone needs to get 
involved “often and early”! It is also important to recognize that we “are” in control if 
we do our homework. And, as I am required to learn I will be in a much better position 
to advise the WPA. The challenges at Shelton are not unique.

Last week I attended the WPPA meeting in Pasco. This is one of those groups 
that I knew very little about. They are the Washington Public Ports Association . . 
. and they control 40% of our state’s airports . . . and they have serious horsepower 
behind them. They control a great deal of this state’s economic engine. They have 
attorneys and lobbyists on staff. And they have a committee whose primary function 
is aviation. Need I say more? 

The “dark side” promises to shed some serious light onto our future . . . !  

Right now I feel like I 
am trying to drink water 
through a fire hose.

(Continued on page 2)

The TSA Airports section issued Aviation Security Directive SD 1542-04-08F on December 10, 2008.   
Another controversial plan by the TSA, SD 1542-04-08F will mandate tighter security requirements on 
all airports where general aviation operations coexist with scheduled airline service.  While many of 
the requirements are cloaked in a veil of secrecy, many of the puzzle pieces have come to light and 
we can make some conclusions as to the requirements:

•  This directive applies only to airports that have commercial airline service; no matter the number 
of operations, nor the segregation of activities separating GA and Commercial service.

•  It institutes background checks and requires I.D. badges for all aircraft operators, passengers, 
and related personnel based at these airports, including GA users.

•  It requires anyone who does not have an airport-issued I.D. to have an authorized escort, even 
at airports that are sparsely staffed; and

•  Leaves specific  implementation methods and details  to each  respective airport. There  is no 
specific guidance from the TSA on how the airport is to monitor and enforce these new regulations, 
therefore, no standardization.

Needless to say, our advocacy groups, including the AOPA and EAA, have come out in opposition 
of this directive from several fronts.

1.  It is redundant

2.  It is inflexible

3.  It is non-standardized

At present, this directive has a compliance date of June 1, 2009.  On that date, airports are required 
to have their programs in place.  Thus, you will find that many airports are working hard to put their 
system in place to prevent missing the imposing deadline.  Failure to comply will put at risk funding 
and other operational programs that currently exist at the airport.  Airports are significantly impacted 
because of the lack of standardization, and the increased cost (i.e. Unfunded Mandate) to implement 
in order to be in compliance.

Yakima Air Terminal has purchased new equipment, and has dedicated a staff position to process 
badges.  While discussing this with her, I found out that she was working way over and above normal 
working hours on this project alone.  Pilots have been receiving notices that they must obtain their 
badge in order to comply with this directive.  I just completed the process for my badge.

I completed an application that asked for my basic information (Name, Address, etc.), where I am 
located on the field, my sponsorship (if necessary (i.e. FBO where my plane is located), and then I 
had to sign a Privacy Act Notice, and Social Security Number Authorization (more on this later).  I was 
photographed, and the application was submitted to the TSA for a “threat assessment”.

Reasons for disqualification are listed on the application, but generally they include felony-related 
convictions, etc.  However, these mostly apply to those requiring access to the SIDA area, and not to 
this badge requirement.  There was a charge of $20.00 and I was able to pick up my badge a day or 
two later.

Many people have objected to the Social Security Number Authorization, whereby you are signing an 
authorization to TSA and the Social Security Administration that allows them to release your information 
to verify that the SSN is correct.  While the provision of the SSN is optional, not providing a SSN could 
result in “DHS not being able to complete the application for identification media”.  In discussion of this 
with our airport badge office, they stated that should this happen they would endeavor to try to obtain 
other methods of verifying the identity (including Passport information, etc.).  Yet, no one really knows 
the implication of this requirement.

There are many problems associated with this directive (in addition to the additional processes 
and unfunded mandates).  Our airport has had to invest significant time and money to implement this 
directive.  As our advocates, the AOPA, the EAA, and other aviation groups are trying to lobby the 
TSA for changes that will be friendlier to GA.  A recent rumor is the TSA is preparing 1542-08G, an 
updated version of this directive.  However, due to the secrecy provisions, this too is cloaked in a veil 
and nobody knows what the final directive may hold.

According to the AOPA: 
•  Because this SD has been classified “Security Sensitive” it cannot be freely distributed.  If you 

come across the document online you should not open, download, or distribute it because it 
could lead to a criminal investigation. 

•  The SD requirements only apply to airports with commercial service.

TSA Security Directive 1542-08F
Les Flue, President, Yakima WPA Chapter
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TSA Security Directive 1542-08F
(Continued from page 1)

PROFESSIONALS WITH EXPERIENCE SINCE 1944

STOP DREAMING

START FLYING TODAY!

Recreational Aviation Foundation 
(RAF) president John McKenna and Florida 
Liaison Tim Clifford spent three action-
packed days in Washington, DC in late 
February with multiple goals to educate 
policy makers on the issues recreational 
aviation faces; to further awareness of 
General Aviation’s stake on public lands as 
legitimate and recognized users and to solicit 
support of other aviation organizations.  “We 
are way out front on this issue. Nobody has 
a similar message or presence,” McKenna 
said. He and Clifford were impressed when 
one of Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell’s 
staff recognized and acknowledged RAF 
president McKenna from having seen 
the RAF video. The staffer is one of the 
individuals assigned to draft the Service’s 
position on aircraft use on USFS lands.

“We had a very productive as well as 
enjoyable meeting with new AOPA President 
and CEO, Craig Fuller,” McKenna said. “He 
seems intent on engaging various aviation 
organizations more collaboratively as 
opposed to the old position of keeping them 
at arm’s length.  We intend to make him a 
strong supporter of the RAF,” McKenna 
concluded.

The team also met with numerous 
Senators and members of Congress and 
staff. “We engaged some very bright and 
interested people who knew about public 
lands and usage issues and felt strongly 
about aviation’s right to access,” Clifford 
said, adding “I’m more hopeful than ever 
that our efforts will move the Recreational 
Aviation Foundation forward in a positive 
direction.” 

Left to right: Montana Senator Max Baucus, RAF president John McKenna, RAF Florida 
liaison Tim Clifford and Montana Senator Jon Tester at the Capitol in February.

An unexpected but encouraging 
encounter was with the office of Missouri 
Congressman Sam Graves, whose lobby 
and office are completely decorated with 
aviation memorabilia. Upon returning home, 
Clifford was pleased to have received an 
email from Mike Matousek in Congressman 
Graves office containing a list of 41 US 
Representatives, each with a tie to GA.  
Clifford said, “this signified a huge gesture 
of cooperation. It’s hard to imagine the 
amount of research and time it would have 
required for the RAF to gain this type of 
information and potential advocacy.”

Recreational Aviation Foundation 
Brings issues to Washington

•  Pilots will not need a badge issued by every airport they visit.
•  Transient pilots may have  to have an  “escort” when  they depart and/or arrive at  commercial 

airports.  The FBO can provide this, and one of our FBO’s has indicated that they can provide 
this via “observation”.

A recent email from the American Association of Airport Executives underscores how difficult it is 
to work on this:

Although we continue to engage TSA in conversation regarding the SD and its impact on 
GA populations at airports (among other issues), TSA has not yet indicated that they are willing 
to address our concerns.  In fact, on a call just this afternoon, TSA indicated that SD08G will 
NOT provide any relief from the requirements for the GA populations on the AOA and that 
June 1, 2009 remains the deadline for airports to comply with the expanded requirements of 
08F.  In addition, although TSA has previously stated that it is not the spirit or intent of the 
SD to target transient pilots, we are hearing increasingly from airports that local FSDs have 
interpreted the SD in such a way that after-hours access and self-fueling operations will not 
be allowed unless pilots are badged or under escort.  TSA is looking into clarifying this latest 
issue regarding after hours access.

 We will continue to press these issues with TSA in an effort to get relief for airports and 
their GA populations.  We have also been working to educate Congressional staff at their 
request about the issues regarding the SD and it appears that they are also asking TSA for 
clarification and justification for many of the provisions of the SD.

 Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss further.  I hope this 
provides the information you were looking for.

Colleen Chamberlain

American Association of Airport Executives

(703) 575-2460 Phone

(703) 820-1395 Fax

colleen.chamberlain@aaae.org

The June 1 compliance date is fast approaching.  Every one of our advocacy groups are calling upon 
us to contact our congressional representatives to inform them on the full impact of this legislation.  One 
of our members from the Yakima Chapter has composed the following letter that is being circulated as a 
petition.  The intent is to sign the letter as a group and forward it on to all of our members of Congress 
and Governor Gregoire. 

Dear Senator Murray, Senator Cantwell and Representative Hastings:

The Transportation Security Administration is about to enact a Security Directive 
1542-04-08F that will require airline-style background screening and badging of all pilots 
accessing commercial airports. We implore you to review and oversee this action by the 
Transportation Security Administration. 

The General Aviation community at McAllister Field, Yakima, WA (YKM) objects to this 
directive on many levels.

It is a regulation that most of the General Aviation community feels is being ram rodded 
through without due process. The actual directive is considered “classified” and as such the 
details of the regulation are not available to the community for discussion. Yet TSA has set 
a deadline for compliance by June 1, 2009. This Directive was crafted in a vacuum void of 
input from the citizens from whom it forces compliance. This mandate comes without normal 
public comment or a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and due process. It is so secretive 
that few outside of government have seen the full text of the Security Directive. It fosters 
disrespect for the TSA and disbelief in their ability to accomplish meaningful improvements 
to national security

It is over reaching and inconsistent. McAllister Field is only staffed from 0600-2200 PST. 
An outside potential threat that lands at YKM after hours is not monitored at all. In contrast, a 
private plane owner on the south end of the field (1/2 mile from any commercial aircraft parking 
areas) is required to have a badge at all times and is subject to substantial fines for failure to 
do so. TSA is not restricting drivers’ free access to highways even though Timothy McVeigh 
accomplished the Oklahoma City bombings using a private vehicle via public streets. We 
have not heard of any registration or badging requirements for operators of cars that share 
the road with trucks over 12,500 pounds gross weight. Additionally, at McAllister Field these 
ground vehicles get closer to the restricted SIDA area than general aviation aircraft.

It impacts the right to free enterprise.  McAllister Field is home to several businesses that 
support the General Aviation community. Cub Crafters manufactures new certified aircraft, 
and provides maintenance and rebuilding support for Piper Cubs. This enterprise now must 
screen and badge every employee at their own cost. While the economy is faltering and 
unemployment is rising, TSA will contribute to the nation’s problems by thrusting huge 
compliance costs on airports, aviators and on airport businesses. General Aviation pilots will 
decrease or abandon their legal recreational flying activities, impacting sales of fuel, service, 
instruction, supplies, and untold support vendors.  Jobs will be lost.

The level of paranoia displayed by TSA does not appear to have any documented basis 
that encourages support and compliance by the General Aviation Community. Yet, TSA has 
steadily pressed to implement national policy out of what the General Aviation community 
believes to be unfounded, misdirected phobia. We encourage Congress to halt TSA’s June 
1, 2009 implementation schedule and charge them to join with industry organizations such 
as Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association, and National Business Aviation Association, to 
craft practical, real-world alternatives that will not impose unreasonable burdens on airports, 
airport based businesses and general aviation pilots.

Respectfully,

Your  Signature

Finally, the Yakima Airport Board along with the City and County of Yakima has sent a letter to 
Homeland Security Director Napolitano.  A copy of this letter can be found at the following website:  
http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/Yakima/Newsletter/YKMLetterOnTSASD.pdf

Please understand this is not an objection to getting an airport ID badge; it’s an objection to a poorly 
explained, poorly implemented program that puts the cost burden on the individual and the airport staff 
where there has been no security issue since 9/11. Why are we fixing what isn’t broken?

Now is the time to rally; and rally in a big way.  Each and every pilot is affected by these regulations.  
We all should take a short time and draft a letter to our congressional representatives and Governor 
Gregoire voicing our position on these regulations and soliciting their support for General Aviation in 
America.
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By John Dobson, WPA State President
In 2003 I found a car relegated to the 

back storage of a body shop in Michigan.  
The front end had wrapped around a tree.  
The frame was bent and the fiberglass was 
broken.  I knew it had potential, but my 
funds were limited.  I talked to a number 
of experts.  I determined that the cost of 
restoration and time required was beyond 
my immediate ability.  But, I knew that I 
wanted this “numbers matching” car to be 
restored to factory standards . . . to make 
it into a show car . . . I just needed some 
more time. 

My neighbor had a different vision.  He 
thought that I should rebuild it with a bigger 
engine.  He suggested that I change the style 
of the hood and make it look like a race car; 
maybe build it to compete in the drag races . 
. . you know make a buck or two with it.  He 
even suggested that I sell it “as is” and buy 
a newer model.  He didn’t just make these 
suggestions once or twice . . . but every 
month.  He became obnoxious.  I tried over 
and over to share with him what I wanted 
to do with “my” car. He just didn’t want to 
listen. Finally I had enough.  I asked him to 
put up or shut up. “Why don’t you buy my car 
and rebuild it yourself . . . or get rid of it?”  
“Oh, god, I can’t afford to do that!”

So what does this story have to do with 
aviation?  On April 17, 2009 the Columbia 
Basin Badger Club, an organization 
dedicated to presenting current issues in 
a non-political manner, hosted a forum on 
the pros and cons of Vista Field.  Invited to 
participate were John Shambaugh, Senior 
Planner for WSDOT Aviation Division, Dr 

Vista Field . . . and My 1963 Corvette . . .

Carl Cadwell, business owner, pilot and 
proponent, and Kennewick City Mayor Tom 
Moak, who favors closing the airport.  Keep 
in mind that the City of Kennewick does not 
own the airport.  It is owned and operated 
by the Port of Kennewick.

Mayor Tom Moak painted a vision of 
children playing ball in the Lawrence Scott 
ball field when a plane falls out of the sky.  
“I won’t have the pleasure of attending the 
funerals of any more victims,” he says in an 
attempt to drive home the point that airports 
are dangerous.  He then goes on to say, “The 
airport provides little money to Kennewick.”  
“There are no revenues to Kennewick. There 
would be no loss to the community if Vista 
should close.”   

Fast forward to Monday, May 11, 2009 at 
a joint meeting between the Commissioners 
for the Port of Kennewick and the Council 
Members for the City of Kennewick.  Mayor 
Tom Moak states, “One of the reasons we 
have taken such an aggressive approach 
is that in our January workshop, we had a 
vision for what this area could be.”  “We 
had a vision and a passion to create a 
center for the Tri-Cities around this area 
of Vista.”  “We see it as an area devoid 
of revenue potential in its current state.” 
Later Mayor Moak, in addressing the Port 
Commissioners, states, “On the Port’s side, 
make an intelligent decision whether to 
keep the airport open, whether to do what 
Dr, Cadwell would like to see done . . . or 
do what the (City) Council would like to 
see,” referencing Carl Cadwell’s proposal 
to invest $10 million in private monies to 
build hangars, refurbish the FBO, build 

a maintenance facility, and add on to the 
Cadwell Laboratories buildings located at 
the airport.

Now we come to Tuesday, May 12, 
2009, the day after Port of Kennewick 
Commissioners were criticized incessantly 
for indecision.  The Port’s Executive 
Director, Tim Arntzen, suggests the Port 
offer to sell Vista Field to the City of 
Kennewick.  City Manager Bob Hammond 
said that, “We don’t have the statutory 
authority to buy property for anything other 
than public purposes.”  Mayor Moak said 
that the “take it or leave it” scenario is not 
in sync with the idea of working together. 

“Working together” . . . So, if the City 
of Kennewick doesn’t have the money to 
purchase the property, who pays the $8 
million to close the airport?  Who pays the $ 
millions to build the roads and utilities?  So 
who pays the engineers to draw up the City’s 
“vision”? Did I miss something here?    

“Working together” . . . is that what 
you call the Belt Collins study, a study 
commissioned by the Kennewick City 
Council costing the taxpayers $65,000 by a 
consulting firm with no aviation experience, 
which concludes that the “best use” is to 
close the airport and build a theater, strip 
mall, and residential homes in its place?  
How many Port Commissioners were asked 
to participate in this “Best Use” review?  
Where are the minutes of those “secret” 

meetings?  Where are the mathematical 
spreadsheets we asked for, which would 
supposedly have justified their figures?  And 
how does the City defend the report’s core 
assumption . . . 25% of ALL commercial 
development within the two county area 
over the next 20 years will occur on Vista 
Field property?  Incredulous! The Port of 
Kennewick has a master plan for Vista Field.  
The County and City approved and accepted 
those documents in 2006.  Foster Pepper (the 
Seattle law firm) has reinforced the strength 
of the Port’s position, citing state law, court 
cases, and legal opinions. 

Like my neighbor’s incessant badgering 
for me to “do something” with my car, the 
Port finds itself in a similar situation.  A 
couple of months ago after the Foster 
Pepper presentation, in my naive way, I 
asked Mayor Moak if he had considered 
talking with Dr. Cadwell.  Since Carl had 
the money, maybe both sides might get 
what they wanted?  The Mayor said that 
he would look at any proposal.  I think 
the Mayor missed my point.  Dr. Cadwell 
doesn’t need to involve the City.  But the 
City and its residents would be well served 
if they called him.  After all, he has the 
money and he has the plans.  He might be 
willing to help Mayor Moak and Council 
find a home for their carousel…And I might 
even let the Mayor go for a ride in my 1963 
fully restored Corvette. 

Flight #22 in Puget Sound is proud to announce that one of its members, USAF Colonel 
(Ret) Al Banholzer, II was recently awarded the United States DOT/FAA Wright Brother’s 
Master Pilot Award. This prestigious award is earned by select recipients for fifty or more 
years of continuous safe flying, and significant contributions to the world of aviation. 

Colonel Banholzer started his aviation career as a USAF pilot earning his wings in 
1957. He has flown everything from the T-34 to the C-130 including KC 97s, T-29, and 
many Cessna aircraft models.  He still flies his Cessna to the flight meetings at McChord 
AFB.  In retirement, Al has led the Washington Pilot’s Association as President and other 
offices. He has also been a big proponent in establishing and nurturing the Washington 
Air Search and Rescue operation.   

Al now serves as the AOPA Airport Support Network volunteer representative for 
a local airport as well as being a member of the  U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary flying in 
support of its Aviation Division. 

Al Banholzer Awarded the 
United States DOT/FAA Wright 
Brothers Master Pilot Award
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FAA Certified Repair Station 
#GG6R560N 

5505 E Rutter Ave, Spokane, WA  99212 

The largest 
selection of pilot 

supplies & gifts in the 
Inland Empire. 

If we don’t have what you 
need, we’ll help you find it! 

877-99-PILOT 

MENTION THIS AD AND GET $50.00 OFF YOUR NEXT  
MAINTENANCE ANNUAL! 

ANNUAL 
INSPECTIONS 

 
ROUTINE 

MAINTENANCE 
 
REPAIRS 

AVIONICS 

509-534-7371 
           Trusted for Over 33 Years 

MAINTENANCE PILOT SUPPLIES 

KBFI has a new revised pilot brochure published in 
February 2009! 

 
 Now available to download at 
 www.kingcounty.gov/airport 

 
New Features include: 

 
A new centerfold graphic 
New airport layout map 

Updated telephone numbers for Operations and Customs 
Major road arterials highlighted in West Seattle 

Sea-Tac Airport’s third runway 
 

This “orange” version replaces the former “yellow” version. 
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WPA Chapters Around the State
ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar on 
the airport. Contact Warren Walz via email 
at www@wncpa.com

CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam 
County chapter meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month at Rite Bros (FBO) at Port 
Angeles Fairchild International Airport 
(CLM). Meetings begin at 7:00 pm, and 
all are welcome. For more info on the 
Clallam County chapter, contact Gary 
Johnson at 360-452-2340.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meet-
ing schedules, please contact Harley How-
ell, Jr., (509) 684-2105, email swiftflight@
ultraplix.com

DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meets at 
the Deer Park Airport (KDEW) Adminis-
tration Building on the last Thusday of the 
month, except in February, November and 
December. The Administration building is 
located near the south end of the airport. 
A potluck dinner begins at 6:30 pm, with 
an aviation-related program beginning at 
7:15, followed by a short business meet-
ing. Guests are always welcome. For more 
information about Deer Park chapter and 
its activities, please contact Roy Lake-
wold at 509-276-5733 or email rbl77@
earthlink.net.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River chapter 
meets for dessert and program at 7:00 pm on 
the third Friday of each month from October 

through June at the Auburn Station of the 
Valley Regional Fire Authority at 1101 D 
Street N.E. in Auburn. For more informa-
tion on the Green River chapter, email 
Perry Chinn at hawkfather1@msn.com

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of each month, year round, at 
10:00 am in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. 
For more information on activities, please 
visit the WPA web site, click on the Har-
vey Field Chapter, and visit the Activities 
Calendar. For more information contact 
Charles Hower at 425-367-8755.

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound chapter meets every second 
Thursday of the month (except during 
June, July and August), at 7:00 pm on the 
second floor of the old Port of Bellingham 
administration building, at Bellingham 
International Airport (BLI). For more 
info on the North Sound chapter, contact 
Wayne Landis at (360) 647-8206, email 
landiswg@comcast.net.

O K A N O G A N  &  F E R RY C O U N T Y - 
The  Okanogan  & Fer ry  County
chapter meets on the third Thursday
of the month alternating between Okanogan 
and Tonasket. We go dark for the summer 
after a fly-in at the Twisp Airport in May 
around the 4th Saturday. We start up again 
in September. To confirm meeting details, 
contact Monica Oakes at 509-826-1834.

OLYMPIA SOUTH SOUND - The 
Olympia Chapter meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at Pearson Air 

on the Olympia Airport at 7:00 pm. In 
addition, Pearson Air offers FREE ground 
school instruction for both new and licensed 
pilots every Tuesday evening at 6:00 pm. 
Contact Reyna Meenk, President, meenk@
hotmail.com or call 360-539-2005.

PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets every Saturday morning at 10:00 
am for a fly out lunch. Just show up at the 
Regal FBO. For more information on 
the Paine Field chapter activities, visit 
their website (accessible from the main 
WPA website at www.wpaflys.org), or 
contact Greg Bell at 206-715-0005, email 
president@wpa-paine.org.

GREATER SEATTLE - The Greater 
Seattle chapter is looking for a fresh 
infusion of energy. If you’re interested 
in serving on the Board, please call Col-
leen Turner at 425-453-7696 or email 
cturner@cruiseholidaysbellevue.com

SHELTON-SANDERSON - Brandon 
Harnish, President, 360-432-2065

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter generally 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month, starting at 7:00 pm, at the Pearson 
Air Museum on Pearson Field (VUO), in 
Vancouver. For more information on the 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter, please con-
tact Bob Brown at (360) 607-5060.

SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner at 
Marie Callander’s Restaurant, beginning 

at 6:00 pm. (Meeting details are subject 
to change - please call first to check). The 
chapter also conducts a monthly fly-out 
on the Saturday morning following the 
chapter meeting, weather permitting. For 
more information, contact Gary White 
at 509-891-6473, or email gcwhite1@
earthlink.net

TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter 
meets at 6:30 pm at Bergstrom Aircraft 
FBO, Tri-Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco 
on the fourth Thursday of each month. 
For information, contact Marjy Leg-
gett 509-547-5457 or email MarjyL@
charter.net

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at 6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, location 
TBD. For meeting details and more info, 
contact Fred Winge at (360) 289-4189, 
email fwinge@techline.com.

WENATCHEE - Scott Morrison, Presi-
dent, 509-782-0500

YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the first 
Thursday of the month. For meeting
location and other details, contact Dennis 
Klingele at (509) 966-5300, email dgklin-
gele@aol.com

Okanogan/Ferry County WPA Chapter Report
May 2009

Our chapter held our annual members’ steak BBQ potluck at the Twisp airport in 
sunny central Washington on a beautiful flying day, May 16th.  It was well attended by 
members from around the area, including members who flew in from Republic, Tonasket 
and Okanogan.   Dave Lucke, State WPA Eastside VP, flew in with guests and then spoke 
to the group about issues happening around the state.

This was our last meeting of the season until September, when we will meet on the 
third Thursday.   We switch back and forth between the Omak area and Tonasket area.

REMEMBER TO INCLUDE THESE LOCAL AVIATION
ACTIVITIES ON YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE SUMMER:

June 20 & 21 – Tonasket Airport Fly-in---Contact Lee or Lola Orr for details  
509-486-4502

July 10 & 11  - Twisp Airport  Fly-In---  Friday night 6-pm-meat burn,  Saturday 7 
am-pancake breakfast. Camping available on airport or motels in the area.  Contact Bob 
Hoffman for details 509-997-8141 

July 25 – Fly or drive and join your fellow pilots for a picnic/swim in Electric City from 
noon on.   Contact Bob Hoffman for details 509-997-8141

August 21, 22 and 23 – Republic Airport –Wings over Republic Fly-In – see website at 
Wings over Republic.    Contact Justin Smith for more information at 509-775-3911 

We have been involved this past year with the Okanogan County comprehensive plan 
update, providing a voice for the safety of airports and pilots. Staff of the county planning 
department met with us several times to give us information about how we can assist putting 
in place an aviation overlay. We also had a meeting about the Washington LATS in April 
to get our comments in during the public comment period.  We had a really good turnout 
with over 20 people present to provide comments.   Carter Timmerman from the Aviation 
Division of the Washington Dept. of Transportation provided a power point presentation 
with key points about the state of aviation in Washington.   Carter has also been helpful 
by providing state information which is useful for the county plan update.  We all want a 
safe, considerate environment for flying.
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A beautiful May afternoon, sunset was almost three hours away.  A Cessna C172 
was on 2-mile final when it was instructed by air traffic control to go around for a Cessna 
C152 holding in position on the runway.  The pilot of the 172 acknowledged, but continued 
to descend towards the runway.  Alarmed, the controller repeated his instruction to go 
around which the 172 pilot again acknowledged.  Finally, the 172 passed over the aircraft 
holding in position by 200 feet and performed a touch-and-go.  In a later interview, the 
pilot explained that he did not know what “go around” meant; it was only his third time 
flying at a towered airport.

10:45 AM on a hot August morning.  A student solo pilot in a Cessna C172 was instructed 
to taxi to the runway via taxiways W and S.  The student, however, missed the turn on S 
and entered the runway as a second aircraft was on departure roll.  The departing aircraft 
saw the taxiing C172 enter the runway and believed a collision was imminent if he rotated.  
Instead he aborted his take-off, veering to the side and passing the C172 by 10 feet.  

Summer increase in runway incursion risks
These stories are representative of a recurring problem for airports, and in particular, 

airports that serve large general aviation populations:  the seasonal increase in runway 
incursions during the summer months—roughly May through August (see figure).  Based 
on data from 2001 to 2008, in a typical January there are about 55 runway incursions (RI) 
nationwide, but May-August average over 80 RI’s per month.

What accounts for this increase?  Certainly the summertime increase in traffic is one 
explanation; more operations mean more opportunities for mistakes.  Traffic, however, 
is not the whole story.  A breakdown of the statistics shows that most of the increase is 
attributable to pilot deviations.  Moreover, while commercial carriers typically averaged 
9-10 pilot deviation RI’s per month during the 2001-2008 period, general aviation RI’s 
tend to sharply increase during the summer months from a low of about 20 in January to 
an average of almost 35 per month for May-August—a 75 percent increase.

Examinations of official reports and discussions with pilots and controllers point to 
several underlying causal factors:

•  Lack of familiarity with layout and procedures at towered airports.  Pilots based at 
non-towered airports who use towered facilities (for example, to practice IFR approaches) 
must take the time to thoroughly familiarize themselves with the airport layout, procedures, 
and phraseology for movement on the airport surface.

•  Pilot  reluctance  to ask for help when confused about  their position.     Anecdotal 
reports indicate that general aviation pilots are sometimes reluctant to ask for help when 
uncertain about their location.  This reluctance can be exacerbated during heavy periods 
when controllers, busy with several aircraft or preoccupied with other duties, issue quick 
instructions and miss subtle cues that a pilot is unfamiliar with the airport.

•  Communication  errors.    Common  communications  errors  include  taking  a 

Average Monthly Runway Incursions, 2001-2008
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clearance meant for another aircraft or vehicle—in particular when callsigns are similar, 
misunderstood communications, incorrect readback and hearback, or acting on an 
anticipation of a clearance.  The underlying causal factor, though, can often be traced 
to the seasonal pilot’s inexperience with proper communications procedure and surface 
movement phraseology.

FAA Summer Runway Safety Initiative
Faced with this challenge, the FAA Office of Runway Safety has launched a summer 

initiative aimed at reducing runway incursion risks.  This year, the effort is targeted in 
selected northwest and upper mid-west states where historically the May-August increase 
in RI’s has been the most pronounced.  In the future, the plan is to expand the program 
across the country and incorporate the lessons learned this year.

Pilots may not always take the time to read available FAA-produced literature on 
runway safety, or study the Runway Safety Office website.  Thus, the primary objective of 
the initiative is to contact as many pilots as possible using multiple methods to highlight the 
critical importance of runway safety—especially for pilots who do most of their flying during 
the summer, and who therefore may be a little rusty on surface movement best practices.

The summer campaign started with a mass mailing to pilots in specific areas within 
each of the targeted regions.  This will be followed by an e-mail notification with links to 
further information, pilot’s meetings, and briefings to facility and ATC management.

HOW CAN YOU HELP REDUCE THE RISK OF AN INCURSION…
Allow extra time to study the airport diagram when planning any flight to or from a 

towered facility.  Keep a copy readily available in the cockpit.  Current airport diagrams 
are available free of charge online at http://www.naco.faa.gov.

Develop a good working knowledge of standards for airfield signs and markings to 
help maintain situational awareness while operating on the airport.  The Aeronautical 
Information Manual (AIM) is an excellent resource for this information.  If you are uncertain 
about your position on the airport surface and not on a runway or otherwise creating a safety 
hazard, stop and contact air traffic control.  Always remember “if in doubt… ask”.

Listen carefully to and read back all air traffic clearances.  In particular, the use of any 
runway, under all circumstances requires ATC clearance.  Take a moment to review and 
clearly understand the requirements associated with “taxi to” clearances in Part 91.129.  If 
you are uncertain about a hold short instruction or whether or not you are cleared to enter or 
cross a runway, stop and contact air traffic control.  Always remember “if in doubt… ask”.

Practice heads-up and heads-out when taxiing.  Avoid any cockpit task that could be 
a distraction from navigating safely on the airport.  Checklists, programming, and other 
pre-flight activities should be completed while the aircraft is stopped.

In almost all cases, breaking the chain of events that lead to an incursion can result 
from your efforts to reduce risk and make safety a priority.  Through its summer initiative, 
the FAA is confident that you can help reduce runway incursion risks and enhance the fun 
of summer aviation.
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   fatigue depression anxiety
                addiction

By Kristen Allott, ND, L.Ac
During my “How Food Affects Mood” 

lectures, people often ask for my opinion 
of artificial sweeteners. My reply has been, 
“I am a naturopath, I am skeptical. I see 
people do better on real food.” Now, with 
the results of a long term study sponsored 
by the National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute, my doubts are confirmed. The 
study shows that artificial sweeteners cause 
the very things—obesity and diabetes—that 
people are trying to prevent by using sugar 
substitutes.  

T h e  M u l t i - E t h n i c  S t u d y  o f 
Atherosclerosis (MESA) looked at the 
affects of daily consumption of diet soda, 
among other factors, on the health of over 
6,000 study participants. The study found 
that the relative risk of type 2 diabetes 
increased 67% and the risk of metabolic 
syndrome increased 36% in people who 
drink diet soda on a daily basis. Type 2 
diabetes is caused by an excessive level 
of glucose in the blood stream due to 
insulin resistance. Metabolic syndrome is a 
combination of health concerns that many 
Americans struggle with, including type 2 
diabetes, obesity and hypertension (high 
blood pressure).

So why would something with no sugar, 
like diet soda, cause weight gain and glucose 
regulation problems? To find the answer, 
let’s first look at what happens when you 
drink a glass of freshly made lemonade (½ 
lemon, 2 tsp white sugar and 12 oz. water). 
The sucrose (white sugar) is converted 
into glucose and enters the blood stream. 
Insulin is released by the pancreas when the 
taste buds sense sweetness on the tongue. 
Insulin’s job is to open the glucose gates 
on cell membranes so the glucose can enter 
cells and then be burned as fuel. This is how 
the body naturally processes sugar.

Now, let’s look at what happens when 
you drink a diet soda. The taste buds register 
that you are consuming something really 
sweet and the pancreas releases insulin 
expecting glucose to arrive shortly in the 
blood stream. The insulin starts unlocking 
the gates to let fuel into cells but there is 

Jim Trusty (2009)
With the ever-changing medical rules in our profession, the Federal Aviation 

Administration is trying to close down yet another accident avenue before it gets a chance 
to rear its ugly head.  They know, and so do we, that pilots in general do not eat good, 
nutritious food and are not necessarily prone to exercise.  Consequently, by raising the 
medical standards just a little bit every chance they get, they allow us to drive ourselves 
right out the door of flying.  

They have allowed us to believe that anything can be waived if we start taking some 
kind of medication for it, and without even thinking, that’s what we do.  Many drugs and 
medications have created more problems than they cure, especially in aviation.  If you are 
slowly falling into one or more of the following six ailments, read on.  

STRESS, CORONARY HEART DISEASE, CANCER, LUNG AILMENTS, LIVER 
AILMENTS AND SUICIDE.  These six deadly killers are the most prevalent in our society.  
Most can be prevented, cured, or at least contained with the use of proper diet and/or food 
control, meditation or deep relaxation, brisk exercise of any kind, chiropractic adjustments, 
and perhaps a class in behavior modification.  In some cases, some light medication may 
also be needed.  Still with me?  You must really like to fly or NEED to. 

 WEIGHT MANAGEMENT, FOOD INTAKE, AND PROPER NUTRITION all 
come under the same heading.  What it boils down to is whether you are eating the correct 
foods for your particular needs in the proper amounts and whether you are burning up the 
food or storing it as excess fat.  Some helpful hints might include cutting down your sugar 
consumption (especially soft drinks which can contain as much as 7 teaspoons of sugar per 
can), avoiding white flour and overly processed foods, eliminating fried foods and foods 
cooked in heated oils from your diet, and limiting dairy products to low fat or fat free.  

Try to eat more fruit and vegetables, 5 servings a day, especially in season, and stay 
away from canned, processed and frozen foods whenever possible.  Stop eating fast and/or 
junk foods such as burgers, fries, and doughnuts.  Eat your last meal of the day as early as 
possible.  Eat starches and proteins separately; eat fruits and vegetables separately.  Chew 
your food well and learn to enjoy the different flavors.  Stop eating when your stomach is 
half full; the other half is still on the way down.  

Fresh vegetables should make up as much as 50% of your daily food intake.  Fresh 
fruit, 15%.  Starch, 10%.  Protein, 15%.  Fat, 10%.  Avoid foods high in saturated fats such 
as beef, dark-meat poultry, poultry skin, butter and other whole-milk dairy products.  Read 
food labels on processed foods.  Many proclaim themselves “cholesterol-free” when in 
reality they are often made with highly saturated tropical oils such as coconut, palm, and 
palm kernel.  Snack on fruit, carrot sticks, air-popped popcorn or low-fat crackers instead 
of chips and other high-fat snacks.  

Supplement this with 2 l/2 quarts of water each day which is about the amount we lose 
over a 24-hour period.  Your body and this planet we live on are both 75% water.  This is 
why it plays such an important role in your lifestyle and health.  

Take these helpful hints and do some research on your own.  Don’t take someone 
else’s word for your health but find out what is best for you based on your body’s needs.  
Now, armed with all the facts, you can design a weight management/food consumption 
program that best suits your lifestyle and your needs.  As a result, you will not only feel 
better but live longer.  

Even though it may sound like we should quit eating altogether or at least give up some 
of our favorite foods, it’s simply just a tradeoff.  What you love to eat has gotten you this 
far.  The question is, are you happy with where you are?   

Diet Soda Hurts More Than It Helps
no renewed fuel supply because there is 
no sugar in the soda. The cells absorb the 
limited supply of glucose in your blood 
stream left over from your last meal, 
causing a critical deficit. Typically when 
the level of glucose in the blood stream 
gets dangerously low, the body has over ten 
hormones that mobilize glucose to fuel the 
brain. However, the diet soda has triggered 
the release of all that insulin, which turns 
off the mobilizing hormones and causes the 
body’s glucose regulation system to fail. 
Long term exposure to these insulin spikes 
from artificial sweeteners in diet soda causes 
the body’s muscle cells to ignore insulin 
prompting and put up a big “Closed for 
Business” sign or causing insulin resistance. 
Once the body’s natural process has broken 
down like this, the glucose rejected by the 
muscles is absorbed by adipose tissue (fat 
cells) and the rest accumulates in the blood 
stream, causing obesity and insulin resistant 
type 2 diabetes. 

Another problem caused by artificial 
sweeteners is that when insulin is released 
to clear calories from the blood stream 
and there are no calories, the body begins 
burning muscle mass as fuel to keep glucose 
feeding the brain. Losing muscle mass 
through this process increases health risks 
since muscle mass is what consumes calories 
and helps prevent diabetes and obesity. 

Additionally, our brain and body with 
the low fuel supplies will say “Feed me, feed 
me,” often setting up the likelihood to binge 
later in the day or the next day. The calories 
in the binge will be a lot higher than in the 
lemonade. 

Take home message: Ar t i f icial 
sweeteners don’t deliver! To help keep your 
body functioning properly, avoid unnatural 
alternatives. Eat real food and if you are 
going to have a sugary treat have it in small 
amounts and stop and really enjoy it. If you 
want the caffeine, drink coffee or tea. 

Note by the WPA Wings Editor: Kristen 
Allott specializes in non-pharmacological 
interventions for depression, anxiety, 
addictions, PTSD and challenges with food. 
Her web site is www.dynamicpaths.com

FROM THE LOGBOOK: Flying…Is It Worth Staying Healthy For?
On the other hand (the non-greasy one) we all know how hard it is to give up foods 

that we have grown accustomed to eating and ordering over the years, so take small steps 
in substitution and meal modification.  Try substituting some lower fat foods for regular 
ones or, if you just can’t stand the taste of the lower fat foods, limit your portions. Try 
vegetable stock instead of margarine when cooking, eat fresh whenever possible, drink lots 
of water at mealtime, and, something very important, practice portion control!  Despite 
the new diets that promote counting fat grams or eating all the carbohydrates you want, 
the total amount of calories you take in still count.  

Finally, one more thing to hate.  Exercise.  Start now to make your excuses and I 
guarantee that your mind and body will agree with anything you can come up with no 
matter how outrageous it may sound.  Equate food intake to putting fuel in your airplane.  
If you put in more fuel than the tank will hold, it runs over on the ground.  Same thing 
with the human body except it runs over on the waistline.  

How do we get rid of excess fuel?  Burn it!  Same thing with food; we have to move 
around and burn it up.  Taking a nap or lying down to watch TV after a big meal is not a 
great idea for burning up an overload of food.  

Here again, the method that you accomplish for the end result is completely up to you.  
Do an activity that sounds like fun and try to break a sweat.  Bad word, sweat.  It means 
that you are going to have to do more than ride in a golf cart or lie on the beach or watch 
a ball game.  You are going to have to participate and move around in order to burn what 
you just ate.  Being thin and healthy doesn’t just come from what you eat; your body has 
to get in on the action, too.  

The thought behind this is that after you realize exactly how hard it is to burn up excess 
food, you will think twice before taking in an overload.  Example:  jogging for one hour 
burns less than 500 calories; 3,200 calories equal one pound of weight.  

You don’t have to train for the Olympics, you just have to move, so start small and 
work your way to the more difficult.  Walking for 40 minutes to an hour at any pace is a 
start.  Make it exciting like walking in the park on or the beach.  Don’t live on the beach 
or next to the park?  Imagine that you do.  Get some headphones and listen to whatever 
makes you calm down and appreciate being alive.  And little changes in your habits make 
a difference, too.  Take stairs instead of elevators, park your car a distance from where 
you are going, and any time it’s possible walk instead of drive.  

And try to halt weight gain before it gets beyond your control.  When you’re at your 
ideal weight you will notice right away when you gain a little bit.  Begin to immediately 
cut back.  Losing the weight won’t take long that way because you’ll never get to where 
you need to lose much.  The longer you wait the more you’ll adjust to being heavier and 
the harder it will be to get back in control.  

What I have described in this three-step changeover is what most healthy people do 
to maintain good health.  You know the ones I mean.  They always look healthy and they 
always eat a lot of salads.  It may look boring, but they generally live forever and keep 
flying long after we have lost our medical.  

One final two-step addition to add to your take charge of your life program.  You 
cannot smoke and drink and be healthy also.  If I have ever made a statement in my life that 
can be backed up with more evidence than this one, I don’t remember what it was.  Stop 
smoking and stop drinking (or drink moderately, if at all).  A lot of personal sacrifices have 
to be made and the only benefit we can be assured of, besides feeling a whole lot better, is 
flying an airplane for a longer period during our lifetime.  

Flying . . . Is it worth staying healthy for? Run this article by your Doctor, see if he 
agrees. I’ll see you at the airport.  Always remember: Pilots that don’t fly have no advantage 
over people who can’t.  

 Written permission from the author is required to reprint this article (2009)

JAMES E. (Jim) TRUSTY, ATP~IGI~CFI~AGI was named the FAA/Aviation Industry 
National Flight Instructor of the Year  for 1997, and the first ever FAA Southern Region 
Aviation Safety Counselor of the Year in 1995 and then again in 2005.  He still works 
full-time as a Corporate 135 Pilot~ “Gold Seal” Flight & Ground Instructor~ FAA Safety 
Team Program Lead Representative~ National Aviation Magazine Writer.  You have 
been enjoying his writing since 1973 in publications worldwide.  If you have comments, 
questions, complaints, or compliments, please e-mail them directly to him, and he will 
certainly respond.  Take a moment and visit his new website listed below.  I think you’ll 
find it useful.  Thanks.

Lrn2Fly@Bellsouth.Net                           www.jimtrustycfi.com 
JUST REMEMBER, ACCIDENTS ARE CAUSED AND THEREFORE 

PREVENTABLE! 
“ALL LIMITS ARE SELF-IMPOSED”

1 800 WX-BRIEF      Just to be on the Safe Side.
Stay informed about upcoming FAA Safety events.   Register on (www.faasafety.gov)

Safety & Recurrency Go Hand In Hand
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By Les Smith, WPA Paine Field Chapter 
President

The Paine Field Chapter of the 
Washington Pilots Association presented its 
14th annual General Aviation Day at Paine 
Field May 16, co-sponsored by Paine Field 
and the Mukilteo Chamber of Commerce.

Coinciding with Armed Forces Day, the 
free event featured vintage military aircraft 
from the Flying Heritage Collection, the 
Historic Flight Foundation, and Cascade 
Warbirds along with dozens of civilian 
general aviation planes.

The event has always drawn a good 
crowd (last year was 2,200).  This year, 
by locating with Flying Heritage, and by 
drawing a perfect weather day, we had 4,500 
attendees!

Planning for the event began in 
November of last year, with our Chapter’s 
Membership Director, Steve Waterman 
stepping up as Chairperson. Steve expressed 
a concern with his knowledge level of 
the event. We don’t want our volunteers 
left hanging so Stephanie Allen, whose 
experience goes back to the founding of 
the event, signed up as Co-chair. Potential 
changes to the old ramp location meant 
we needed to find a new location.  We 
discovered that our event date was also the 
first Fly Day for the 2009 season for Flying 
Heritage Collection. A little matchmaking 
by Dave Waggoner, Paine’s Airport Manager 
and an outstanding supporter of General 
Aviation, and we had a new location – the 
South Ramp, adjacent to the Flying Heritage 
Collection.

The event started at 8:00 am with a 
“Fly Day 5K” run.  Runners got to trace 
the airport’s perimeter road to the south, 
halfway around the west and back. The run 
had 122 registrants – an outstanding number 
for a first-time run. The race generated 
enough proceeds to donate $691.75 each 
to Seattle Children’s Hospital & Mukilteo 
Special Olympics.  They also gave $590.00 
to the Pancake Breakfast and ultimately 
the NW Burn Foundation as part of the 
package for registering for the race included 

General Aviation Day Draws a Huge Crowd

By Dave Garringer, VP WPA 
Colville Valley Chapter

The morning of April 18th was the 
type most pilots dream of for a great day of 
flying. That was the day of the WPA Colville 
Valley Chapter’s 2nd annual poker run (the 
first one was in 1995), and it turned out to 
be a good one. Because our local forecasters 
predicted good, sunny weather for the 
upcoming poker run day, the turnout was 
better than we could have hoped for. About 
34 Poker players, consisting of chapter 
members, friends and families, and 17 
aircraft, made up of Beeches and Bellancas 
to Luscombes and Swifts and different 
aircraft in between showed up, all hoping 
for that winning hand.      

Playing with a deck of cards at each 
stop, we left Colville f lying south to 
Chewelah (Sand Canyon) for our first card, 
then to Deer Park. From there our next 
destination took us to Priest River, Idaho 
where we were met with a great lunch of 

the breakfast. The breakfast kicked off at 
8:30am as the runners finished and the 
crowd began to arrive in anticipation of the 
ramp’s opening.

At 9:00 am, the event kicked off, the 
ramp opened and kids raced for the Young 
Eagles tent to get an early place in line.  
Harvey Field’s EAA Chapter 84 once again 
offered their sponsorship to our Young 
Eagles event.  Thanks, Tom Mahon, for 
bringing your support.

By 11:30 am, choice menu items from 
the Taste of Mukilteo’s array of local 
restaurants were being served, with proceeds 
to be donated to the Mukilteo Chamber’s 
Scholarship Fund.  Alongside, the Kiwanis 
BBQ had a steady line of customers.

After a noon color guard, the air filled 
with the smoke and roar of warbird engines 
as a P-51 and a P-47 from Flying Heritage 
Collection came to life along with two 
more P-51’s from John Session’s Historic 
Flight Foundation.  That’s right – we had 
three Mustangs and a Thunderbolt making 
formation fly bys that day.

A steady stream of visitors poured 
through the old Ready Hangar with its 
collection of non-profit organizations 
explaining to the public what they do.  This 
year we had a dedicated Kid’s Tent, with two 
showings of the Museum of Flight’s Flying 
Gizmo Show, a balloon artist and activities 
for the kids throughout the day.

At 1:30 pm, the Edmonds Community 
College Jazz Band entertained with an 
excellent set.  One attendee asked this writer 
where the DJ was so that they could get the 
CD playing.  They were directed to the Jazz 
Band.  Tyee Triumph Club had front row 
seats for the parade of the crowds passing 
their display of vintage Triumphs.

Arlington’s Blackjack Squadron 
mustered RV’s for several great Formation 
Passes, including a 12 ship Triple Diamond 
and a 12 ship Arrow – impressive.

Throughout the day, 18 pilots f lew 
216 Young Eagles, offering a true taste of 
General Aviation to kids. In addition to our 
Young Eagles pilots volunteering their time 

Fun at the WPA Colville Valley 
2nd Annual Poker Run

hot dogs, chips, pop, salads, cookies and 
a hangar all provided by Rich and Heidi 
Mendive. Many thanks to them. Then north 
to our fifth stop at the Ione airport and back 
to Colville, for the last card. 

Now it came time to lay down our cards 
to find out who went home with the top 
prize. The winner, Edie Clark, with a hand 
of three kings, will receive 30 gallons of gas 
for her and her husband’s very nice Piper Tri-
pacer. There was a tie for Second best hand 
of a pair of aces, between Harley Howell and 
Jack Luiten. The decision was made with 
a cut of the deck giving Harley the second 
place prize of two nice, used, David Clark 
headsets and a two place intercom donated 
by George Thomas. The third prize went 
to Jack, receiving a survival kit, which 
hopefully he will never need.

Next year we’ll hopefully try it again, 
and it sounds like it could be bigger and 
better. Thanks to all who played, and hope 
to see everybody again.                                                                                                                        

and fuel, many of the pilots who brought 
their aircraft over for the static display 
were forming lines and allowing kids (and 
kids at heart) an opportunity to sit in their 
aircraft.  There were big smiles on their 
faces as these kids tried on a headset, held a 
yoke or a stick, and beheld those mysterious 
instrument panels.

How do you judge success? Is it a great 
weather day? Is it the variety of General 
Aviation aircraft on display?  Is it three 
Mustangs and a Thunderbolt? It’s all those 
things, of course – but mostly, it’s the smiles 
and enthusiasm of the crowds – kids and 
adults – throughout the day and as they exit 
the gate towards parking.  “This is the best 
day of my life”, one young girl was heard 
to say.

Yeah, we understand.
We get that.

This event depends on volunteers.  
Steve Waterman and Stephanie Allen put in 
many, many hours leading up to the event 
- and two full days over event weekend.  
So did Rich Jones, as Air Boss and Ramp 
Designer (especially important with this 
year’s new location). Shane Morgan, one 
of the Chapter’s newer members, had never 
even attended a GA Day, yet performed an 
outstanding job pulling together the vendors 
and the tents, tables, and chairs. Jim Morgan 
and Marilyn Fries are wonderful with 
people, setting a congenial tone at the WPA 
Tent for arriving and departing attendees. 
Jim Fries coordinated the Static signup, 

the Tyee Triumph Club, and one pretty red 
Ferrari.  Jim Faustina led ramp control 
with aplomb.  Gary Hill dispatched Young 
Eagles with a confident authority. Chuck 
Jung and his CAP cadets brought valuable 
support to ramp control and parking. Dave 
and Janis Wheeler continued to give great 
support. Robert Hamilton – the voice of GA 
Day – set a relaxed tone, both in voice as PA 
announcer and with his selection of music. 
Greg Bell managed parking and street 
traffic – give that man a badge!

Flying Heritage’s Liz Davidson, 
brought her team of paid staff, volunteers 
and docents to make the day a success. Very 
capable people who generously shared their 
Fly Day with our GA Day.

John Sessions and his Historic Flight 
Foundation brought such beautiful planes 
to the event, as they build themselves an 
exciting new destination entity on Paine.

Finally, the stellar team Dave Waggoner 
has assembled at Paine Field.  Bruce Getz, 
Jeff Bohnet, and John Scrapper lead great 
teams with “sure we can” attitudes.  Nona 
Anderson kept the PR running and Sandy 
Johnson provided administrative support. 
Kara Underwood and Julie Close offered 
extremely capable support (they are the 
“go-to” folks) in the weeks leading up to, 
and on the day of, the event, along with 
Rich Mosler.

There are more and I apologize to not 
have every name, but you are an integral 
part of the team that makes this event such 
a resounding success!
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DATE EVENT  AIRPORT LOCATION PHONE EMAIL
JuNE      

4 WPA - Yakima Valley Chapter Meeting YKM Yakima  les@lesflue.com 
5 WPA - Paine Field Chapter Meeting  PAE  Sno-Isle 
6 WPA - Flyers Club Breakfast  S50 Auburn  grcnewsletter@gmail.com
6  Wally Peterson Memorial Fly-In  S10    Chelan  509-682-4109
6 EAA - Chapter 492 Free Coffee & Donut Breakfast  ELN  Ellensburg  509-925-4531
6 Beech Day 2009  PSC Pasco 509-521-4245
6 EAA - Young Eagles Event  RNT Renton 206-399-7097 johnsmutny@gmail.com 
6-7  Nanaimo Flying Club Fly-In    CYCD  Nanaimo, BC  250-756-2680  briddy@writeme.com
11 WPA - North Sound Chapter Meeting  BLI  Bellingham  360-671-4359  kidkomet@comcast.net
12-13  22nd Annual Combine Demolition Derby  0S0  Lind  509-677-3655
13 EAA - Chapter 492 Free Coffee & Donut Breakfast  ELN  Ellensburg  509-925-4531  mikesgoneflying@yahoo.com
13 WPA - Harvey Chapter “Mountain Flying Seminar” S43 Snohomish 425-367-8755 charles.h.hower@boeing.com
14  Florence Fly-In    6S2  Florence, OR     
15-17 Collins Foundation - B-17, B-24 & P-51 PWT Bremerton
17 WPA - Olympia South Sound Chapter Meeting  OLM  Olympia  360-539-2005  rmeenk@hotmail.com
17 WPA- Spokane Chapter Meeting  Spokane
17-19  Collins Foundation - B-17, B-24 & P-51  CLM  Port Angeles
19 WPA - Green River Chapter Meeting S50 Auburn  grcnewsletter@gmail.com
18 WPA - Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter Meeting  Tonasket 509-486-4502 haywire@amerion.com
18 WPA - Clallam County Chapter Meeting  CLM  Port Angeles
19-22  Collins Foundation - B-17, B-24 & P-51  BFI  Seattle
19-20 Apple Cup Aerobatic Competition EPH Ephrata
20 EAA - Chapter 492 Free Coffee & Donut Breakfast  ELN  Ellensburg  509-925-4531  mikesgoneflying@yahoo.com
20  American Heros Air Show    BFI  Seattle  206-321-7997  Barry.Pomeroy@Heroes-airshow.com
20 Boundary Bay Air Show  ZBB Boundary Bay, BC 604-946-5361  
20  North Country Car Show & Fathers Day Fly-In  W01  Tonasket     
20  Desert Aire 14th Annual Fly-In Pancake Breakfast  M94  Mattawa  509-932-4803  wells42@embarqmail.com 
20-21 Tonasket Airport Father’s Day Fly-in  Tonasket 509-486-4502  
20-21  Olympic Air Show    OLM  Olympia  360-705-3925   info@olympicflightmuseum.com
22-24 Collins Foundation - B-17, B-24 & P-51 PSC Pasco
25 WPA - Deer Park Chapter Meeting DEW Deer Park
26-27  Richland Fly-in and Cool Desert Nights  RLD  Richland  509-946-2515  clif@sundanceaviation.net
27 EAA - Chapter 492 Free Coffee & Donut Breakfast  ELN  Ellensburg  509-925-4531  mikesgoneflying@yahoo.com
27 WPA- Poker Run  RNT Renton  grcnewsletter@gmail.com

JuLY      
2 WPA - Yakima Valley Chapter Meeting YKM Yakima  les@lesflue.com
4 WPA - Flyers Club Breakfast  S50 Auburn  grcnewsletter@gmail.com
4 Tacoma Freedom Fair Air Show   Tacoma 253-682-1446 staff@freedomfair.com
4 WAAM 4th of July Extravaganza 4S2  Hood River 541-308-1600
4 EAA - Chapter 492 Free Coffee & Donut Breakfast  ELN  Ellensburg  509-925-4531  mikesgoneflying@yahoo.com
4  RAAC Chapter 85 Fly-In    CAK3  Delta BC    b.prior@ieee.org
8-12  Arlington Fly-In    AWO  Arlington  360-435-5857  flyin@arlingtonflyin.org
9 WPA - North Sound Chapter Meeting  BLI  Bellingham  360-671-4359  kidkomet@comcast.net
10 WPA - Paine Field Chapter Meeting TBD       
10-11  Twisp Airport Fly-In      Twisp  509-997-8141   
11 WPA - Harvey Field Chapter Meeting S43 Snohomish 425-367-8755 charles.h.hower@boeing.com
15 WPA - Olympia South Sound Chapter Meeting  OLM  Olympia  360-539-2005  rmeenk@hotmail.com
15 WPA - Spokane Chapter Annual Picnic  Spokane
16 WPA - Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter Meeting  Tonasket 509-486-4502 haywire@amerion.com
16 WPA - Clallam County Chapter Meeting  CLM  Port Angeles
17 WPA - Green River Chapter Meeting S50 Auburn  grcnewsletter@gmail.com
17-19  2009 Northwest Biplane Fly-In    SFF  Spokane
18 WPA Board Meeting  AWO Arlington   
18 EAA - Chapter 492 Free Coffee & Donut Breakfast  ELN  Ellensburg  509-925-4531  mikesgoneflying@yahoo.com
18  St Maries Fly-In    S72  St, Maries, ID  208-773-8522  tinamarieschultz@roadrunner.com
18-19  Oregon Pilots Assoc. 52nd Blueberry Pancake Bfast Fly-In 4S9  Mulino  503-651-3802  cmillar@web-ster.com
24-25 Wings Over Baker  BKE Oregon City, OR 547-523-4539 melc@eoni.com
24-26 Tri-Cities Water Follies Air Show   Kennewick 509-783-4675 info@waterfollies.com
24-26  North Cascades Antique Airplane Fly-In  3W5  Concrete     
25  Electric City - picnic/swim      Electric City  509-997-8141   
25 EAA - Chapter 492 Free Coffee & Donut Breakfast  ELN  Ellensburg  509-925-4531  mikesgoneflying@yahoo.com
30 WPA - Deer Park Chapter Meeting DEW Deer Park

AuGuST      
1 WPA - Flyers Club Breakfast  S50 Auburn  grcnewsletter@gmail.com
1-2 Seafair   Seattle 206-728-0123 info@seafair.com
6 WPA - Yakima Valley Chapter Meeting YKM Yakima  les@lesflue.com
7 WPA - Paine Field Chapter Meeting  PAE  Sno-Isle
7-8 Beaver State Aerobatic Contest  PDT Pendleton
7-9  2nd Annual Prosser Fly-In    S40  Prosser  509-786-1830  wingnuts@embarqmail.com
7-9 Abbotsford Air Show  YXX Abbotsford 604-852-8511 info@abbotsfordairshow.com
8 WPA - Harvey Field Chapter Meeting S43 Snohomish 425-367-8755 charles.h.hower@boeing.com
13 WPA - Anacortes Chapter Meeting 74S Anacortes  www@wncpa.com
13 WPA - North Sound Chapter Meeting  BLI  Bellingham  360-671-4359  kidkomet@comcast.net
14-16  50th Anniversary NWAAC Fly-In   VUO  Vancouver
19 WPA - Olympia South Sound Chapter Meeting  OLM  Olympia  360-539-2005  rmeenk@hotmail.com
20 WPA - Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter Meeting  Tonasket 509-486-4502 haywire@amerion.com
20 WPA - Clallam County Chapter Meeting  CLM  Port Angeles
21 WPA - Green River Chapter Meeting S50 Auburn  grcnewsletter@gmail.com
21-23 Wings Over Republic  R49 Republic
27 WPA - Deer Park Chapter Meeting DEW Deer Park
28-29 Airshow of the Cascades  S33 Madras 541-475-6483 donmobley@madras.net
29 Oregon Pilots Association Convention S12 Albany
29-30 Hillsboro Air Show  HIO  Hillsboro  503-629-0706  oregonairshow@comcast.net

SEPTEMBER      
3 WPA - Yakima Valley Chapter Meeting YKM Yakima  les@lesflue.com
4 WPA - Paine Field Chapter Meeting  PAE  Sno-Isle
5 WPA - Flyers Club Breakfast  S50 Auburn  grcnewsletter@gmail.com
5  Bremerton Blackberry Fly-In    PWT  Bremerton  360-674-2381
10 WPA - North Sound Chapter Meeting  BLI  Bellingham  360-671-4359  kidkomet@comcast.net
11-12 Apple Turnover Aerobatic Contest EPH Ephrata
11-13  WAAM Hood River Fly-In    4S2  Hood River  541-308-1600
12 WPA - Harvey Field Chapter Meeting S43 Snohomish 425-367-8755 charles.h.hower@boeing.com
12 WPA - Spot Landing Contest & BBQ  RNT  Renton    grcnewsletter@gmail.com
13 WPA - Olympia Fly-In (Pearson Air)  OLM  Olympia  360-539-2005  rmeenk@hotmail.com 
16 WPA - Olympia South Sound Chapter Meeting  OLM  Olympia  360-539-2005  rmeenk@hotmail.com
16 WPA - Spokane Chapter Meeting  Spokane
17 WPA - Okanogan & Ferry County Chapter Meeting  Tonasket 509-486-4502 haywire@amerion.com
17 WPA - Clallam County Chapter Meeting  CLM  Port Angeles
18 WPA - Green River Chapter Meeting S50 Auburn  grcnewsletter@gmail.com
19 WPA Board Meeting  PSC Pasco   
24 WPA - Deer Park Chapter Meeting DEW Deer Park

CALENDAR OF EVENTS




