
Membership = Responsibilities . . .  
Ours and Yours

At the invitation of Jerry Kilpatrick, 
President of Washington Airport Management 
Association (WAMA),  I attended WAMA’s 
2007 Tri-State Airport Management 
Conference in Moscow, Idaho last month. 
In attendance were Airport Directors, State 
Aviation Division Representatives, and 
FAA Management. The term heard loud and 
clear . . . “collaboration.”  We all have the 
same goal, “. . . to advance the interests of 
Aviation in Washington State . . .” We just 
have different policies / legislation to follow 
and guide us.

We spent a great deal of time talking 
about Land Use Planning. The Washington 
State Aviation Division is putting together 
a guide book in conjunction with AOPA 
titled, “Participating in the Planning Process 
– a Guide for Airport Advocates.”  “This 

handbook will guide (advocates) through the steps to introduce (them) to the terminology, 
buzz words, political groups, and industry practices that will help them become an effective 
airport advocate.” This will be part of a national training program for AOPA’s Airport 
Support Network (ASN) and the Washington Pilots Association. 

We all know about the challenges faced by Harvey Field, Blaine, Pearson, Sanderson and 
Hoquiam. You know the many airports that have been closed or threatened by incompatible 
land use issues. The challenge is to create a system equivalent to a neighborhood “block 

John Dobson, WPA President
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We Want You ....... 
To Renew Your WPA 
Membership
By Rebecca Desmon, WPA Membership Director

With the falling leaves, we are reminded that the year is coming to a close much faster 
than anticipated. (How does that happen anyway??) And it is time to renew your WPA 
membership. Before we forget, please take a moment now to either log on to www.wpaflys.
org or use the  mail-in form on page 8 and send in your renewal today.  You can also renew 
with your local chapter. However you do it, your membership is good for another year on 
both the state and chapter level. And your membership is very important.

General aviation has had one seriously challenging year so far. As the FAA funding/
user fee issue has shown, the political climate in Washington, D.C. has frequently been 
downright hostile to aviation, as we battle to keep the right to fly freely in this country. The 
airlines have launched many a campaign to smear general aviation, charge us exorbitant 
fees, and limit our access to airspace and airports. Along with AOPA, EAA, and The 
Alliance for Aviation Across America, we have risen to the challenge and made the voices 
of Washington State pilots heard on a national level. The battle isn’t over yet, but we’ve 
made significant progress and we will stay the course until it’s done. This issue alone 
makes it doubly important that you renew your WPA membership; we need the support 
of every pilot and aviation enthusiast. The bigger we are, the louder our voice. Keep our 
freedom to fly in America.

WPA continues to work with threatened airports around the state, providing support 
for our airport infrastructure, planning educational programs and safety seminars, and 
enhancing member benefits. 

When the warm weather comes again, we’ll be ready to enjoy every moment, whether 
it’s a planned group fly-out, a breakfast run, or because the sky is blue today. WPA is filled 
with people who just love airplanes and flying. Come join the fun and bring a friend. Bring 
lots of friends to our winter meetings and parties, and start hooking them on aviation. Then 
when there is a perfect day, roll the airplane out and take them flying. The joy of flight will 
instill smiles all around, and aviation will have even more fans.

Be sure to think of your Christmas list when you’re sending in your membership 
renewal. A WPA gift membership is perfect for those family members and friends who 
are impossible to buy for.  It’s easy and you don’t have to be a pilot to join; aviation 
enthusiasts are welcome as well.  It’s a terrific gift that helps our organization and general 
aviation.  Thanks for your continued support and enthusiasm. It takes every one of us to 
keep us all flying.

watch” program. Instead of patrolling the streets volunteer airport advocates simply read 
the local newspaper and attend a few meetings. Articles or comments that create “red flags” 
are elevated to our Airports Director and mobilization begins. We notify WSDOT, FAA, 
AOPA and we begin to lobby everyone that has a say in the process.

That brings me to Membership = Responsibilities . . . Ours and Yours. Without exception 
all of us were incensed about the proposed User Fees. We all responded to AOPA’s call to 
action . . . or did we? How many of you wrote letters or sent emails? According to AOPA 
only one in four sent in a response. That’s pretty good but it could have been better. How 
many of you sent an email to a Snohomish County Council member regarding the problems 
faced by Harvey Field?  If the airport in your back yard were faced with closure would you 
show up to a meeting in Olympia if asked? How many of you would show up in Olympia 
if it were a friend’s airport 20 miles away . . . or across the state? 

At the Tri-State Airport Management Conference one participant drew the analogy to 
the American Farmer. Consider passing any legislation in opposition to that group and they 
will flood the streets with tractors and all manner of farm machinery. Build 80 homes on 
the approach end of runway 23 in Shelton and . . . only eight pilots show up. The WPA has 
the responsibility to conduct a thorough unbiased technical review of pending legislation or 
adverse airport encroachment. We are obligated to present our findings to the membership 
and we are obligated to take action when action is required. But the only way we make 
real change is as a unified group.  

This is really about everyone’s responsibility to the greater good. It is about a 
transportation system that will see  44% growth over the next 20 years. It is about the 
legacy we leave to the next generation of pilots and it is about our right to fly across this 
country. WSDOT, the FAA and the airport director(s) / manager(s) have long recognized 
the importance of advocacy. They have long understood that protecting airports begins with 
early involvement. They understand that there is strength in numbers and they have long 
understood that working together for the common good means collaboration. 

We Want You ……To Renew Your WPA Membership
By Rebecca Desmon, WPA Membership Director
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2007 Airport Improvement Projects
Airport Aid Grant Program

“Your Aviation Dollars at Work”
Airport, Airport Sponsor – Associated City / County 
Served: Project Description,  
Amount Awarded

  1. Anacortes, Port of Anacortes – Anacortes / 
Skagit: Fog Seal and Re-stripe Runway 18/36, 
Taxiway A, all Connector Taxiways, and Tie Down 
Apron; Cold Tar Seal Fueling Pad, $5,189*

  2. Arlington Municipal, City of Arlington – 
Arlington / Snohomish: Taxiway C & D 
Improvements – Phase 2 Construction, 
$39,031*

  3. Bowerman Field, Port of Grays Harbor – 
Hoquiam / Grays Harbor: Runway and Taxiway 
Striping/Crack Sealing Design and Construction; 
Runway 6 LPV Approach Development and 
Runway 24 ILS Glide Slope Raising – Phase 3 
Engineering of ILS Obstructions; Preliminary 
Design Engineering and Construction of Rotating 
Beacon and Electrical Building, $7,512*

  4. Bowers Field, Kittitas County – Ellensburg / 
Kittitas: Taxilane and Apron Rehabilitation/
Reconstruction – Phase 2 Construction, 
$27,879*

  5. Cashmere-Dryden, Chelan County – 
Cashmere-Dryden / Chelan: Engineering 
for Taxiway Reconstruction and Runway Seal 
Coat; Security/Entry Gate, $7,500*

  6. Chehalis-Centralia, Chehalis-Centralia Airport 
Board – Chehalis / Lewis: Security Camera 
System and Signage, $5,000

  7. Columbia Gorge Regional, City of the Dalles – 
The Dalles / Klickitat: Security Camera System, 
Lighting and Signage, $4,750

  8. Colville Municipal, City of Colville – Colville / 
Stevens: Application of FAA Approved Emulsified 
Sealer/Binder to Paved Surfaces; Entrance 
Gate with Electronic Controls and Four Camera 
Security System, $34,606

  9. Darrington Municipal, Town of Darrington – 
Darrington / Snohomish: Property Appraisal and 
Acquisition of 12 Acres of DNR Land; Runway 
Safety Area Tree Removal, $92,625

10. Deer Park Municipal, City of Deer Park – Deer 
Park / Spokane: Taxilane and Aircraft Run-
up Area Construction; Ground-to-Air Radio 
Installation in Snow Removal Equipment, 
$12,651*

11. Desert Aire, Grant County Airport District 
No. 1 – Mattawa / Grant: Taxiway Rehabilitation 
and Reconstruction – Design Engineering, 
Environmental, Permitting, and Geotechnical 
Testing; Security Fencing – Apron Area, 
Pumphouse Drive, Emergency Road, $36,300

12. Ed Carlson Memorial/South County, 
Lewis County – Toledo / Lewis: Security  
Cameras, $5,000

13. Ephrata Municipal, Grant County Port District 
No. 9 – Ephrata / Grant: Airfield Pavement Crack 
Sealing and Weed Control, $20,000

14. Ferry County (Republic), Ferry County – 
Republic / Ferry: Airport Layout Plan 
and Narrative Report; Installation of Curlew 
State Park Float Plane Docks, $50,500

15. Goldendale Municipal, City of Goldendale – 
Goldendale / Klickitat: 30’ North Taxiway Rolling 
Security Gate, $5,000

16. Grove Field, Port of Camas Washougal – 
Camas / Clark: Security Cameras and Perimeter 
Fence Signage, $5,000

17. Lopez Island, Port of Lopez – Lopez Island / 
San Juan: Airport Wildlife/Security Fencing and 
Security Camera, $12,094*

18. Lynden Municipal, City of Lynden – Lynden /  
Whatcom: Airport Layout Plan and Narrative 
Report; Airport Entry Gate, $36,820

19. Mansfield Municipal, Port of Douglas 
County – Mansfield / Douglas: Application of FAA 
Approved Emulsified Sealer/Binder to Runway 
and Apron; Hold Short Markings, Hold Short 
Signs, and Hand Held Radios, $26,543

20. Moses Lake Municipal, City of Moses Lake – 
Moses Lake / Grant: Airport Layout Plan and 
Narrative Report; Runway and Taxiways Slurry 
Seal and Pavement Markings, $102,400

21. New Warden, City of Warden – Warden / 
Grant: Airport Layout Plan and Narrative Report, 
$37,240

22. Odessa Municipal, Town of Odessa – Odessa / 
Lincoln: Preliminary Engineering and 
Environmental Services for an Environmental 
Assessment; Engineering Design Services for 
Airfield Pavement Repair and Improvement, 
$3,424*

23. Okanogan Legion, City of Okanogan – 
Okanogan / Okanogan: Install Two Additional 
Aircraft Tie Downs, $900

24. Olympia Regional, Port of Olympia – Olympia / 
Thurston: Pedestrian Security Gates with 
Monitoring Stations – Runway Safety and 
Security Grants, $7,500

25. Omak, City of Omak – Omak / Okanogan: 
Pavement Crack Sealing – Taxiway and Ramp 
Pavement Crack Sealing – Phase 2 Engineering 
and Construction, $4,462*

26. Orcas Island, Port of Orcas – Eastsound / 
San Juan: EMS Helipad Reconditioning – Project 
Administration, Engineering, and Construction; 
Flush Mount Lighting – Conduit/Cable to 
Electrical Building, $70,000

27. Othello Municipal, Port of Othello – Othello / 
Adams: Land Acquisition, Environmental 
Assessment, and Preliminary Engineering 
to Relocate Runway 7/25, $25,925*

28. Packwood, Lewis County – Packwood / Lewis: 
Security Camera, $5,000

29. Pangborn Memorial, Ports of Chelan & 
Douglas Counties – Wenatchee / Douglas: 
Purchase and Install Runway 30 Approach 
Alignment Lighting System, $47,500

30. Pearson Field, City of Vancouver – Vancouver / 
Clark: Keypad Entry Access Gate; Fencing, 
$5,000

31. Port of Whitman Business Air Center, Port 
of Whitman County – Colfax / Whitman: Parallel 
Taxiway Construction; Runway Safety Area 
Grading (Both Runway Ends), $26,250*

32. Pullman-Moscow Regional, City of Pullman – 
Pullman / Whitman: GA Reconstruction – 
Phase 4; Mid-Field Internally Lit LED Wind 
Sock; GA Fuel Farm Reconstruction; and 
General Aviation Area Security Camera System, 
$54,810*

33. Quincy Municipal, Port of Quincy – Quincy / 
Grant: Weed Control and Sterilization, $9,000

34. Rosalia Municipal, Town of Rosalia – Rosalia / 
Whitman: Design, Environmental and Phase 
I Construction for Rehabilitation of Existing 
Runway 2/20, $2,105*

35. Sand Canyon, City of Chewelah – Chewelah / 
Stevens: Security Signage; Runway Ramp, 
Hangar and Tie Down Lighting; Application 
of FAA Approved Emulsified Sealer/Binder to 
Runway, $30,407

36. Sanderson Field, Port of Shelton – Shelton / 
Mason, Master Plan/Airport Layout Plan Update, 
$2,038*

37. Spokane International, Spokane Airports – 
Spokane / Spokane, Third Runway Alignment 
Analysis/Study, $150,000

38. Tonasket Municipal, City of Tonasket – 
Tonasket / Okanogan: Airport Layout Plan 
and Narrative Report, $33,250

39. Twisp Municipal, City of Twisp – Twisp / 
Okanogan: Design Engineering and Cultural 
Resources Survey for Runway Overlay and 
Widening, $64,315

40. Waterville Municipal, Port of Douglas 
County – Waterville / Douglas: Application of FAA 
Approved Emulsified Sealer/Binder to Runway, 
Taxilanes, and Apron; Design/Engineering for 
Reconstruction of Taxiway and Apron – Includes 
Cultural Resources Survey, SEPA and Permits; 
Hold Short Markings, Hold Short Signs, and 
Hand Held Radios, $64,366

41. Wilbur Municipal, Town of Wilbur – Wilbur / 
Lincoln, Unlighted Hold Signs and Property and 
Easement Acquisition: Runway Extension and  
RPZs = 51 Acres – AOAs = 10.5 Acres, $3,870*

42. Willapa Harbor, Port of Willapa Harbor – South 
Bend (Raymond) / Pacific: Apron Overlay, 
$84,370 

43. Willard Field, City of Tekoa – Tekoa / Whitman: 
Relocate Threshold Lights; South Property 
Acquisition; Crack Sealing, Fog Sealing, 
Centerline and Hold Line Markings, $49,165

44. Wilson Creek, Town of Wilson Creek – Wilson 
Creek / Grant: Detailed Planning/Engineering 
for Taxiways and Building Area Development;  
Relocate Runway 10/28 Thresholds, $17,406

 Total Amount Awarded:  $1,334,703

*Match to Federal Grant Funds

Sanderson Field, Shelton
By Jack Krause, 
Association of Sanderson Pilots

The Port of Shelton convened the first 
session of the Airport Planning Advisory 
Committee (APAC) to develop a ten year 
plan.  The ten person committee consists of 
the usual citizenry including three members 
of the aviation committee:  Owner and 
Operator of Olympic Air, a former port 
commissioner and pilot, and a representative 
of the Association of Sanderson Pilots 
(ASP). 

 The consultant firm facilitating the 
planning in conjunction with the Port planner 
is Century West Engineering Corporation, 
and they gave a presentation of what we 
might expect in future growth at Sanderson. 
ASP was most pleased to see that the 
forecast mirrored exactly what we have been 
presenting in our numerous formal Power 
Point presentations to the local governments, 
service clubs and realtors. It was a sign to us 
that we have finally influenced in some small 
way a movement in thinking in favor of the 
future of general aviation.

 When members of the APAC were asked 
for inputs, ASP submitted a written “wish 
list” of items we would like to see in the next 
ten years. Among those items was installation 
of solar-powered taxiway lights. (Sanderson 
was one of the U.S. test beds for these, and 
the lights are now being used at hundreds 
of facilities worldwide.  Unfortunately, not 
at Sanderson.)  We also requested increased 
emphasis on land use ordinances, protection 
of property, extension of the runway to 
the west, establishment of a true disaster 
preparedness plan incorporating the airport, 
establishment of an aviation advisory board 
to help in aviation related decisions, and 
several other pertinent improvements we 
feel essential.

 The planning period is to last nine 
to twelve months in which time we hope 
to be able to hammer out a plan that will 
accommodate the tremendous increase in 
aviation activity already occurring back 
east.  
 

The 2007-2009 biennium is off to a good 
start with the Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) Aviation awarding 
$1.3 million in state grants to 44 airports for 
88 different projects. Even better - of that 
$1.3 million, WSDOT is using approximately 
$219,000 to leverage $8.4 million in federal 
funds. Airports also contribute a required 
2.5% local match to federal funds for their 
specific projects. Therefore, the combination 
of state, federal and local match funds 
brings the grand project total for this 
round of grants to more than $10 million. 

WSDOT Places High Priority on 
Pavement Projects at Smaller Airports
Consistent with previous rounds of grant 
awards, WSDOT focused most of its funds -   
approximately $701,000 - towards pavement 
projects at smaller Washington airports. 
As revealed in the most recent Airport 
Pavement Management System report, 
23% of Washington airport pavements 
have deteriorated to the point where costly 
reconstruction or even rehabilitation is 
needed. For the rest of the airport pavements, 
preventative maintenance is required to 
avoid such costly repair. Through its grant 
program, WSDOT aims to fund more crucial 
pavement projects in order to benefit the 
state’s overall air transportation system. 
 Other WSDOT-funded projects are in 
the areas of security, safety, maintenance, 
planning and other, and runway safety:

 More interesting facts about this first 
round of 07-09 grants: 

Represents the highest number of 
airports awarded and greatest number of 
projects. 

Forty-five airports applied / 44 funded - 
108 projects requested / 88 funded. 

More airports are beginning projects 
identified through WSDOT funded airport 
layout plans and pavement maintenance 
reports completed in 2006. 

WSDOT anticipates awarding a similar 
amount during its second round of 2007-2009 
Local Airport Aid Grants in April 2008. The 
department will solicit applications for that 
round during February and March 2008. 

WSDOT’s Airport Aid Grant Program 
is funded through an 11-cent fee on aviation 
fuel and state aircraft registration.  While 
the need for statewide airport infrastructure 
improvements exceeds our available 
resources, we are pleased with the Airport 
Aid Grant Program’s overall impact on 
our aviation system.  We have been able to 
successfully leverage federal funds so that 
we may focus limited state resources on 
smaller airports that are ineligible for federal 
assistance.  For more information about 
the Local Airport Aid Grant Program visit: 
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WSDOT Aviation – 2007 Airport Improvement Projects 
 
The 2007-2009 biennium is off to a good start with the Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) Aviation awarding $1.3 million in state grants to 44 airports for 88 
different projects. Even better - of that $1.3 million, WSDOT is using approximately $219,000 to 
leverage $8.4 million in federal funds. Airports also contribute a required 2.5% local match to 
federal funds for their specific projects. Therefore, the combination of state, federal and local 
match funds brings the grand project total for this round of grants to more than $10 million.  
 
Funding Breakdown  
State $1,334,703 
Federal  $8,424,800 
Local Match  $371,927 
Total  $10,131,430 

WSDOT Places High Priority on Pavement Projects at Smaller Airports 
Consistent with previous rounds of grant awards, WSDOT focused most of its funds -  
approximately $701,000 - towards pavement projects at smaller Washington airports. As 
revealed in the most recent Airport Pavement Management System report, 23% of Washington 
airport pavements have deteriorated to the point where costly reconstruction or even 
rehabilitation is needed. For the rest of the airport pavements, preventative maintenance is 
required to avoid such costly repair. Through its grant program, WSDOT aims to fund more 
crucial pavement projects in order to benefit the state's overall air transportation system.  
 
Other WSDOT-funded projects are in the areas of security, safety, maintenance, planning and 
other, and runway safety:  

33 Pavement  $701,227
21 Security $74,000
15 Safety  $176,267
12 Maintenance, Planning & Other  $375,709
  7 Runway Safety $7,500

More interesting facts about this first round of 07-09 grants:  

• Represents the highest number of airports awarded and greatest number of projects.  

Airport News from Around the State

33 Pavement $701,227
21 Security $74,000
15 Safety $176,267
12 Maintenance, $375,709
     Planning & Other
  7 Runway Safety $7,500

WSDOT Aviation – 
2007 Airport 
Improvement Projects
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Be smart, and please fly safely.

By Jerry Nichols, 
WPA Clallam County Chapter

 The paving that has been quite 
a disruption at Fairchild International 
Airport is now complete. Aircraft were not 
able to access the fuel tanks and many of 
their hangars during this period. Through 
the efforts of the WPA Clallam County 
Chapter, we were able to find hangars for 
almost all of the aircraft that were going to 
be blocked in their hangars. The Chapter 
was also instrumental in getting the fuel 
truck service charge waived by the Port 
Authority during the time that the fuel farm 
was not available.

 Probably the most important topic that 
the WPA Clallam County Chapter has been 
involved in over the summer is correcting 
the problem of overlapping UNICOM 
frequencies.  Port Angeles shares the 
frequency 123.00 with our neighbor Port 
Townsend (as well as some other busy 
airports, such as Harvey Field).

 The headphone congestion is a 
distraction and makes it difficult to get in 
to announce one’s intentions. While this 
is a safety factor in and of itself, a more 
important issue with this frequency overlap 
has become a problem and hazard.

 Port Angeles has pilot controlled 
runway lighting. It is activated with 
the standard 3, 5, and 7 mic clicks. 

My Visit to the WPA Cabin 
on Stuart Island
 
By Jim Flynn, WPA Green River Chapter

There are two airports on Stuart Island; 
one is called “Stuart Island” and the other is 
called “Stuart Island West.” The WPA cabin 
is on the “Stuart Island” Airport. 

Stuart Island Airport is on the Southeast 
side of the island, and has water on both 
sides. The runway is a 2000 ft. grass strip 
facing East and West (runway 10 and 28) 
and was in very good shape when I landed 
there in July 2007. The CTF is 128.25. The 
runway is very wide and I had no problem 
turning around in my Cessna 182 and back 
taxiing to the parking area which is near the 
middle of the runway on the South side. 

There is a big sign that says “PRIVATE” 
about 30 yards from an equipment shed. 
The grassy area in front of this community 
shed is the parking area. Do your best not 
to block the egress of the equipment. There 
is a small ditch between the runway and 
parking area. The ingress and egress is well 
defined and you will have no trouble with 
that. Small ditches on both sides of the 
runway for drainage are defined by tall grass 
and orange cones hidden in the grass. The 
wind socks on either end of the runway are 
in poor shape and may give a hint of wind 
direction. The sock on the east side was the 
better of the two. 

The WPA cabin is located on the other 
side of the runway from the parking area 
and is not visible from the runway. From the 
parking area, look across the runway to the 
North and you will see a small road that goes 
up a slight grade. From the runway, go 225 
paces to the GPS coordinates of N48’40.512 
W123’10.500. You are now in a wooded area 
with many small cabins around you. Look to 
your left and you will find the cabin. Above 
the door are the letters WPA. There is a 
combination lock on the door.  You will need 
to get the combination from WPA.  There is 
a fire pit in the front with a cook grill made 
from an old tank. As you look at the cabin 
(the front) the out house is to your left about 
25 yards from the cabin. 

The cabin is a very rustic shelter with 
a log frame, sided with a single layer of 
plywood.  The windows are covered with a 
single layer of poly-reinforced mesh. There 
is no electricity and no running water. The 
metal roof appears to be working well. There 
is a small fireplace against the back wall 
with a triple wall chimney and a few nights 
supply of wood.

The kitchen corner has an L-shaped 
counter that supports the Coleman stove, 
candles, flashlight and a few cooking 
utensils. Pots and pans hang from the wall 
and there is some silverware in the drawers. 
There are a few canned goods and other 
supplies in the cupboards but I have no idea 
how long they have been there.

There is one set of large bunk bed 
frames and a double bed frame. There are a 
couple of foam pads that would soften the 

plywood bed platforms.  There are a few 
miscellaneous items in the corner, one of 
which is a wheelbarrow that could help carry 
supplies from the plane. There is an old piano 
and I have no idea if it works.

My hope here is to let you know what 
to expect. The cabin is rustic and there is 
no room service and no garbage service. So 
you must pack out what you pack in.  Bring 
Coleman fuel, candles, drinking water, 
sleeping bags, toilet paper, paper towels, 
trash bags, and all the food you will need.

Some of the neighbors who I talked to 
only had memories of the bad times when 
visitors had left a mess or had too many 
people in the party.  One visitor taxied up the 
small road to try to get as close as possible 
while unloading and raised a big dust storm.   
A few were friendly and one offered water 
from their hose if they are home. 

There is a lot to explore and for the 
visitors who are prepared it could offer a 
great island get away.

Note from Tom Jensen, WPA Airports 
Director: The Stuart Island cabin has been 
getting regular use by WPA members and 
their families this past summer.  If anybody 
is interested in volunteering, the roof needs 
cleaning. It is a great draw for WPA.  Please 
call 1-800-WPA-FLYS to schedule and get a 
PIREP on conditions. 

Fairchild International 
Airport, Port Angeles

Port Townsend has an airport advisory/
information channel that is also mic 
click activated. If KCLM lights are up on 
bright, and some one clicks on the Port 
Townsend advisory, it turns the runway 
lights at KCLM down. This was not only 
a theoretical hazard, but several aircraft 
on final on the ILS for R/W 08 had the 
lights “go dim” which made it difficult 
for the pilot to react and/or elect a missed 
approach.

 The WPA Clallam County Chapter 
coordinated the information for not only 
the GA pilots but also the FBO Rite 
Brothers, Mountain High Aviation, FED 
EX, Westport Marine, and Kenmore Air 
Express.

 After considerable study, the Port 
Authority has applied to the FCC and FAA 
requesting a frequency change. The WPA 
Clallam County Chapter even researched 
the best frequency to be used, and presented 
this to various companies/groups and with 
this information (completed staff work) 
was able to convince the Port Authority 
to make the application in late July. It will 
take some time to process, but it should 
be forthcoming and eliminate the potential 
hazard.

“Guten Tag” to all my aviation friends 
in Washington.  At last, I’m writing to 
you from our new home in Germany after 
joining my wife in Berlin in late April.  It’s 
been a fantastic summer and fall!  There are 
countless new things to see here and so much 
to learn about living in a new country.  We are 
thoroughly enjoying the change of scenery 
and learning to be something other than the 
classic “boorish Americans”.  So far, we 
haven’t learned much of the language (Ich 
spreche nur ein bißchen Deutsch!), but the 
wife and I are taking twice-weekly language 
classes, studying with a computer-based 
course, and I’ve even started designing my 
own database application as a lexicon and 
learning aid (“If a computer geek is standing 
alone in the Black Forest in authentic 
Birkenstocks and a tree falls, is he still a 
geek?”).  We’re here for at least three years, 
so I hope to eventually end up drinking beer 
like a native, if not sprechening like one.

Despite the headline, no I’m not the new 
owner of a classic Piper.  Unfortunately, my 
“clipped-wing” label refers to the fact I am 
without an airplane here in Deutschland.  It 
just didn’t make sense to fly or transport 
my plane across the pond or to put it in 
storage until our return in some years after 
this current adventure.  I was able to sell my 
beloved Maule before leaving Washington, 
though I fear it has since suffered an ignoble 
transformation at the hands of someone with 
more money than sincere passion for the 
magnificent machines in which we chase 
our dreams.  The new owner quickly shed 
the spring steel landing gear – one of the 
main reasons I purchased that airplane – for 
the more common and more forgiving spring 
oleo legs.  He also switched back to a 2-blade 
prop as a weight-saving measure.  Ironically, 
at the same time he added an auxiliary fuel 
tank in the fuselage because apparently five 
and a half hours of fuel just isn’t enough 
(I reckon he’ll be letting his bladder hang 
over into the copilot seat).  As I understand 
it, he will be commuting in the plane from 
the Great Lakes region to Alaska.  She’s a 
good machine for the mission.  I just hope 

my beautiful airplane/friend will forgive me 
for entrusting her to the care of someone 
for whom she wasn’t already good enough.  
If you happen to see Maule 586EC around 
the patch, please kiss her spinner for me...
of course, after verifying mixture full lean, 
ignition off, P-lead grounded.

We’ve already had several visitors from 
the States, and the first was Paine Field 
WPA’s very own Helga Byhre, a Berlin 
native.  She contacted us in May to say she 
would be visiting her sister at their long-time 
family home.  Once she arrived and we 
arranged to meet, we realized their family 
home was a mere ten blocks or so from our 
apartment in the neighborhood of Dahlem.  
We met at a local sidewalk café for beer and 
schnitzel, and Helga shared her fascinating 
stories of growing up in Berlin before and 
during the second World War.  Those of you 
who know Helga may have heard many great 
stories from her about flying and outdoor 
adventure, but it was a particular pleasure to 
learn about Berlin from someone who calls it 
home but also has the perspective of having 
lived in the US.  When you next run across 
Helga, ask her about sneaking cans of food 
out of the American PX under her skirt!

I know you’re all breathlessly awaiting 
news of aviation in Germany.  So far, about 
the closest I’ve come are the regular flights 
directly over our apartment in and out of 
Templehof, notable as the focal point for 
the Berlin airlift soon after WWII.  It’s no 
longer a very busy airport, with activity 
mostly limited to corporate jets.  I believe 
there is even serious talk about closing 
Templehof (one of three major commercial 
airports in Berlin).  But on an almost daily 
basis in the summer, we were treated to the 
evocative rumble of radial engines in a DC3 
(C-47 in military nomenclature) flying from 
Templehof on scenic flights.  The historic 
“Rosinen Bomber” (“Raisin Bomber”) 
earned its nickname for it’s role in delivering 
salvation to the German people in the form 
of food and also coal, clothing and virtually 
everything needed to sustain the population 
of West Berlin in those perilous months.

Elsewhere on the aviation front, the 
skies here seem remarkably free of airplanes, 
especially small general aviation craft.  I 
miss the sound of small planes so common 
over our home near Paine Field (all those 
airplane-noise complainers should move 
to Europe and let us have our airports 
back!).  I can count all the small planes 
I’ve seen in the air on just my fingers and 
toes.  Still, there are some bright spots to be 
found here aviation-wise.  The Luftwaffe 
museum is nearby (a future destination for 
a snowy day), located on the former Gatow 
Flughafen (airport) now partially overrun by 
houses and a playground.  On a recent trip 
to Hamburg in western Germany, I stumbled 
across a large Airbus facility.  On day trips 
through the rural areas surrounding Berlin, 
I’ve run across several small grass strips, 
usually little more than mown fields with 
threshold markers.  Many of those strips have 
some glider activity, with gliders launched 
either by tow plane or, more commonly, 
by winch.  Still for me to seek out are 
noteworthy German aviation manufacturers 
such as Thielert (diesel engines) and Extra 

(aerobatic and corporate aircraft).  But for 
now, at least, I have little else of aviation 
to report.  Next spring and summer I hope 
to do some more serious exploring, even to 
take a flight or two once I’ve learned enough 
of the language to know a flughafen from a 
flugelhorn (that’s important knowledge for 
a pilot over here!).

Until my next installment, please take a 
moment to reflect on how lucky US pilots are 
for the freedom to fly (almost unimpeded) 
all over our country.  And never doubt for a 
second how that freedom is constantly under 
assault.  Please heed the messages of WPA 
President John Dobson and his Board as they 
redouble the efforts of WPA to become an 
effective tool in preserving general aviation 
in Washington state and throughout the US.  
They need each and every one of you to pitch 
in, spreading the true gospel about small 
planes (not the Airlines’ version), writing 
congress, sharing aviation with kids, and 
even getting out to fly.

Embrace the sky,
Kirk Kleinholz

News From Your Clipped-Wing Correspondent
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WPA Chapters
Around the State

Get Involved with 
WPA!

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar 
on the airport. Contact Warren Walz via 
email at www@wncpa.com

CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam 
County chapter meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month at Rite Bros (FBO) 
at Port Angeles Fairchild International 
Airport (CLM). Meetings begin at 7:00 
pm, and all are welcome. For more info 
on the Clallam County chapter, contact 
Gary Johnson at 360-452-2340.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current 
meeting schedules, please contact Harley 
Howell, Jr., (509) 684-2105, email swift-
flight@ultraplix.com

DEER PARK - Deer Park chapter meet-
ings are usually held on the fourth Friday 
of the month at the Deer Park Administra-
tion Building located near the south end of 
the airport. Meetings begin with a potluck 
dinner at 6:30 pm, with chapter business 
at 7:15 pm and a special guest at 8:00 
pm. Please contact Bill Moore at (509) 
991-6133 or moore3@ix.netcom.com for 
additional information.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River chap-
ter meets for dinner at 7:00 pm on the third 
Friday of each month from September 
through June at the quonset hut at 790 Pe-

rimeter Road at Renton Airport (that’s the 
first building north of the control tower). 
For more information on the Green River 
chapter, email Daryl Hickman at flying-
seattle@yahoo.com.

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of the month, April through 
October at 9:00 am in Hangar 15 on 
Harvey Field. November thru March we 
meet before the movie at “Harvey Field 
Night at the Movies,” with meetings 
starting at 5:30 pm, and those attending 
encouraged to stay for the movie. For 
more information contact Greg Hunter 
at (206) 363-7925

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound chapter meets every second 
Thursday of the month (except during 
June, July and August), at 7:00 pm on the 
second floor of the old Port of Bellingham 
administration building, at Bellingham 
International Airport (BLI). For more 
info on the North Sound chapter, contact 
Wayne Landis at (360) 647-8206, email 
landiswg@comcast.net.

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUN-
TY - The Okanogan & Ferry County
chapter meets on the third Thursday
of the month alternating between Oka-
nogan and Tonasket. To confirm meet-
ing details, contact John Townsley 
at (509) 422-6382, email rtownsley@
communitynet.org.

OLYMPIA SOUTH SOUND - The Olym-
pia Chapter meets on the 4th Wednesday 
of each month at the Volare Cafe Italiano, 
on the Olympia Airport, west side. The 
meeting’s time is 6 pm for dinner and 
conversation, 7 pm for programs. Contact 
Mark Johnson, President, at markjohn-
son4@comcast.net, 360-754-9622 or El-
lie Heston, Secretary at irish_cubflyer@
yahoo.com

PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets every Saturday morning at 10:00 
am for a fly out lunch. Just show up at the 
Regal FBO. For more information on the 
Paine Field chapter activities, visit their 
website (accessible from the main WPA 
website at www.wpaflys.org), or contact 
Kevin Kelly 425-353-7810, email presi-
dent@wpa-paine.org.

GREATER SEATTLE - The Greater 
Seattle chapter meets on the third tuesday 
of the month, at 7:00 pm in Room 110 
of the Boeing Field terminal building, 
7277 Perimeter Road. Please visit their 
website (accessible from the main WPA 
website at www.wpaflys.org), or contact 
Colleen Turner (425) 306-7391, email 
colleen_turner@comcast.net.

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - The 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter generally 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month, starting at 7:00 pm, at the Pearson 
Air Museum on Pearson Field (VUO), in 

Vancouver. For more information on the 
Southwest/Vancouver chapter, please 
contact Bob Brown at (360) 607-5060.

SPOKANE - Meetings of the Spokane 
chapter are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month over dinner at 
Marie Callander’s Restaurant, beginning 
at 6:00 pm. (Meeting details are subject 
to change - please call first to check). The 
chapter also conducts a monthly fly-out 
on the Saturday morning following the 
chapter meeting, weather permitting. For 
more information, contact Gary White 
at 509-891-6473, or email gcwhite1@
earthlink.net

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at 6:00 pm in Ocean Shores, loca-
tion TBD. For meeting details and more 
info, contact Fred Winge at (360) 289-
4189, email fwinge@techline.com.

WENATCHEE - Email Scott Morrison 
at pioneerautorepair@verizon.net for 
further information.

YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Val-
ley chapter meets for dinner on the last
Friday of the month. For meeting
location and other details, contact Ola 
Vestad at (509) 965-2681, email viking@
wolfenet.com.

WPA Paine Field 
Chapter Hosts Flight 
Across America Pilots
By Kevin T. Kelly, WPA Paine Field Chapter President 

The annual WPA Paine Field Chapter 
Hangar Party is always a great gathering 
that allows our members to swap stories 
over good food. This year’s party on 
September 7th provided the extra bonus 
of meeting Molly Peebles and some of 
the pilot/flagbearers from the 2002 Flight 
Across America event. Molly and pilots 
from Idaho, Texas, and California were 
in town to celebrate the 5th anniversary 
of the Flight Across America at a reunion 
ceremony that took place at the Museum 
of Flight on September 8th.

 Following the tragic events that took 
place on September 11, 2001, airplanes 
were seen by many Americans as a new 
weapon that could used by terrorists. 
Molly Peebles, a relatively new pilot at 
Paine Field, wanted to do something to 
help our country heal after the attacks, 

and to also promote General Aviation 
in a positive way. In 2002, she was able 
to shape her dream into a month-long 
nationwide event that tracked hundreds of 
flights across the country. Molly organized 
pilots from each state to act as flagbearers 
and fly their respective state flags to New 
York City, where a ceremony was held to 
present the flags to the people of New York 
City as a sign of support and hope. Paine 
Field Chapter’s own Kirk Kleinholz was 
the flagbearer for Washington state, while 
Molly and Charles Oppermann flew the 
American flag from Paine Field to New 
York City in a Cessna 182.

 Five years later, I am still awed by 
what Molly was able to accomplish. The 
members of the Paine Field Chapter were 
honored to have these pilots among us 
during our party.
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SEE PAGE 7 FOR
CALENDAR OF NORTHWEST

AVIATION EVENTS

877-676-1229
208-676-1229

Fax 208-676-8638
1110 W. Park Place

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814



October-November 2007 WPA Wings - Page 5 

Fellow Washington Pilots,

Rebecca & I have just returned from flying our Navion to the Reno Air Races – which means 
that the 2007 flying season is quickly winding down, and it’s time to start thinking about 2008.  
What a delight it is flying your own airplane around the country.  We pilots are truly fortunate.  
The flight didn’t leave until we were ready, every seat was a window seat, and we didn’t have to 
take our shoes off to board!  In the time it would have taken us to drive to SeaTac, park, check in, 
get through security, wait through the boarding line, wait through the line to take off, and make 
the short flight to Reno by 737, we were already there in the Navion. (Not to mention the cooler 
full of wine in the back seat! – and NO, we didn’t get into it during the flight!)  

Many of you have probably heard by now that this was the deadliest year ever in Reno with 
3 fatal crashes - one each in Bi Plane and Jet, and a mid-air in Formula I.  One of the F-I pilots 
managed to get his crippled racer down in what my Dad would call a “Good Landing” – he walked 
away.  “Great Landing” Dad reserves for those after which the airplane is re-usable.  This wasn’t 
great.  The other F-I pilot was lost.  He was well known to many around the Northwest.  All three 
will be missed.  

A Safety Stand Down resulted on Friday, and the Weekend’s Racing started on a very 
somber and subdued note.  The Pilots and fans were determined that the show must go on, and it 

did – Saturday and Sunday supplied some of the best Racing we’ve seen at Reno.  The Unlimited 
Gold race saw a supposedly ailing “Rare Bear” start in 3rd place, and quickly roar past last year’s 
champion, September Fury.  Mike Brown did not enjoy getting passed, and broke his airplane 
trying to catch up.  He did make a “Great Landing”, however - deadstick.  John Penney whipped 
the ‘Bear in to an easy 1st place, at around 480 MPH.  Matt Jackson coasted the mighty R-4360 
powered “Dreadnought” into her perennial second place, only to find he’d been disqualified for 
an East Deadline cut – Matt, who flies the most beautiful line out there, like he was on rails – a 
deadline cut??  I for one couldn’t believe it – but after some consideration, Matt said it was true.  
He’s a great sport.  As a result – 2nd place went to Sherm Smoot in the little giant-killer Yak 11 
– “Czech Mate”.

The excitement was far from over, however, as Penney and Rare Bear continued to circle 
the pylons at altitude. The radio soon revealed the trouble – The ‘Bear’s Throttle was stuck open!  
One wag opined “That’s what you get when you stick your fist through the firewall!”  Radio calls 
crackled out with increasing urgency for the crippled September Fury to be towed clear of Runway 
32 “Now!” so the ‘Bear could land.  Then Steve Hinton asked Penney – “How much fuel do you 
have left, John?” – Penney came back – “20 Gallons.” - In a 4000 HP race plane!  Finally, the 
runway was cleared, and Penney cut the mixture, at 3000’ AGL and 230 Kts on close right base 
for the runway!  I thought – “Oh, No – he’s too high!”, but the ‘Bear dropped like a rock.  That’s 
what happens when you’ve clipped off half of your wing!  Penney greased the ‘Bear spot on to 
the touchdown zone markers in the “Greatest” landing of the week, and 20,000 people started to 
breathe again!

Events like the Air Races are made even better because we share them with dozens of our 
flying friends – In the seats, in the Static Display area, in the Pits, in the Race Planes, and in Town.  
We couldn’t walk 100 yards without running into another flying buddy.  

USER FEES - for those who think that the user fee fight is over, think again.  The new acting 
FAA Administrator, Bobby Sturgell, has continued in the footsteps of the recently departed Marion 
Blakey, who – surprise, surprise - has joined an Airline Industry Lobbying group at 3 times her 
government salary.  Sturgell is making speeches to Congress filled with untruths, aimed at cramming 
user fees down our throats and giving the Big Airlines a huge Tax Break with the proceeds.  In 
Sturgell’s delivery one can now clearly see what we’ve said all along, that the INTENT of the FAA 
in pushing user fees is to TAX GA OUT OF THE AIR.  He said in a recent speech to the Senate 
Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, “the FAA’s current system of taxes and airport 
fees encourages more frequent flights on smaller planes.”   Despite GAO and Congressional Budget 
Office assurances to the contrary, Sturgell says “the failure to link the FAA’s revenue to its operating 
cost will continue to put major capital programs at risk and slow down implementation.”

Although the FAA’s own data shows that seven big airports, specifically Kennedy, LaGuardia, 
Newark, Philadelphia, Atlanta, Chicago, and Houston account for 72 percent of all delays, the 
FAA and the big Airlines continue to beat the drum for User Fees to tax GA out of “Their” Skies, 
under the false pretense of “Reducing Passenger Delays”.  How many of you have ever flown a 
GA airplane in to one of those seven airports?

It is now starting to look positive for a GA win in the House, and the Senate is starting to 
waver, so the FAA and the Big Airlines have turned to the President, who is threatening to veto any 
bill without user fees attached.  We need to be more vigilant now than ever – our input has made a 
HUGE difference so far, so don’t slack off now!    For the latest info check www.AOPA.org.

Your State WPA Board is meeting regularly, and will be holding a planning session in 
November to discuss membership, direction, our WPA convention, and the 2008 season.  I’d like 
to hear your input, and what’s important to you in Your aviation organization!  DaveDesmon@
Yahoo.com. Drop me a line!

See you at the Airport!
 - Dave

It is hard to believe that over five months have elapsed 
since we had our annual meeting featuring Mike Melvill.  And 
what a wonderful time it was!

As I reflected back over the years that I was your 
state president, I decided to review some of the president’s 
messages that were published.  One paragraph in particular 
(September 2005), was sub headed “Growth Means Power” 
and is reprinted below.

“It is no secret that small aviation is threatened constantly 
by those that do not recognize the importance of GA.  Recent 
cases include Anacortes, Paine Field and Boeing Field.  To 
effectively combat the forces against us, we need to show 
decision makers that we are a viable, influential organization.  
The quality of WPA members is unquestionable.  Now we 
need to enhance our quality with numbers.  Please make a 
concerted effort to recruit new members into WPA…and then 
get them involved!”

We accomplished much during that period of time, yet the battles continue with those 
aforementioned airports.  Today we have more airports that are in the crosshairs of those that 
believe only highways and heavy metal aircraft can be part of our transportation system.

Throughout my years as state president, many of you heard over and over again that 
“the bigger we are, the more powerful we are”.  Additionally, when you are a part of WPA, 
you do not speak with one voice, but with the voice of thousands.  That was true then and 
it is true today.

All of this brings me to the point of this article.  It is time to renew your dues.  Please go 
to our website now (www.WPAFLYS.org) and renew while it is fresh in your mind.

And remember one other important point.  All membership is local.  Make a point of 
getting another pilot involved in WPA.  It will good for you, the pilot, WPA and all of general 
aviation.

Jim Smith
WPA Immediate Past President

WPA VP West’s Raves and Rants
By Dave Desmon, WPA VP West

 

Sales 
Service 
Installation 
Certifications 
Mobile 
Service 

FAA Certified Repair Station 
#GG6R560N 

5505 E Rutter Ave, Spokane, WA  99212 

PILOT SUPPLIES 
 

The largest 
 selection of pilot  

supplies & gifts in the 
Inland Empire. 

If we don’t have what 
you need we’ll help you 

find it! 
 877-99-PILOT 

 WE HAVE EXPANDED OUR SERVICES TO FIT YOUR NEEDS! 

   AVIONICS 

509-534-7371 A Trusted Name for Over 33 Years 

State-Managed Airports Get Respect
By Tom Jensen, WPA Airports Director

The WSDOT Aviation Division manages 
16 airports across the state for your (and 
public) benefit.  WPA members help care 
for several of them and at least two would 
not exist were it not for WPA activism and 
collaboration with the Aviation Division.

The historical genesis of these airports 
stems from the 1940’s, when six were initially 
constructed to provide emergency landing 
facilities in remote locations (primarily the 
Cascades.) 

I was recently asked by Aviation Division 
Planner John Shambaugh to participate on 
the study advisory committee for “WSDOT-
Managed Airports: System Evaluation and 
Strategic Plan.”

The committee was represented by 
a good cross section of stakeholders and 
users, including CAP, Medevac operators 
and the WPA.  Several agencies including 
USFS, Park Service, Aviation Division (and 
the DOT itself) participated.  A draft study 

document (initial “Independent Assessment”) 
had been previously provided for review by 
the members.  A lot of work went into its 
preparation and Jim Scott mentioned finding 
old letters in the files from grateful pilots 
whose “bacon had been saved.”  

This first meeting in September 
explained goals and objectives, how this 
study fits with the LATS (Long Term Air 
Transportation Study), reviewed the draft 
assessment and took comments from several 
of us.  There will be at least one more meeting 
in October to finalize the document.

 I was quite pleased to see the state 
truly being interested in “their” airports and 
believe that the strips will not be forgotten 
in the larger LATS scheme of things.   I was 
also pleased to see the balance of participants 
as some DOT meetings seemed to be stacked 
with preordained outcomes.  I really feel our 
Aviation Division is working for us here.

Jim Smith
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HARVEY FIELD (S43)
SNOHOMISH, WA
(360) 568-6894

Since 1944

Harvey Field off ers a full-range of services for fi xed-wing 
and rotor-wing aircraft and is home to Snohomish Flying 

Service, Skydive Snohomish and Buzz Inn Restaurant. 
At Harvey Field you can do it all:

• Learn to Fly
• Improve your Flying Skills

• Top the Tanks
• Rent an Aircraft

• Skydive!
• Enjoy a Good Meal

• Share Flying Stories with Other Pilots
• Aircraft Maintenance and Repair

• Aircraft Hangar Rentals

www.harveyfield.com

The Cub and I                                     
By Rebecca Desmon, WPA Membership Director

What is it about a yellow Piper Cub that no one can resist? Anytime a Cub is out and 
about, it draws attention. You can’t help but stop and notice the vintage taildragger, puttering 
sedately around the pattern or flying off on some low-and-slow adventure. You aren’t going 
anywhere fast, and maybe that’s the appeal. It’s just time to go meandering through the blue 
sky and enjoy the view from a Cub.

So when Dave Wheeler of Northwest Aviation Center on Paine Field asked me to do 
some instructing in his Cub, I was a pushover. Many years ago, my very first flight was 
in a J-3, and fond memories of a first flight are never forgotten. N48612 and I soon got 
acquainted, and I affectionately call her Aunty Rachel because she reminds me of a 91-year 
old great-aunt. A grand dame, but you’d better treat her right and  do it her way, or she will 
whack you with her umbrella! “Those are feet you have on the end of your legs, young man, 
and feet are for rudder pedals. Use them.” The only thing to say is “Yes, ma’am!” and do 
what you are told. Aunty Rachel and I have spent much of the summer reacquainting pilots 
with their feet and the use of rudder pedals, and enjoying it thoroughly (well, mostly). 

The unexpected part has been how much attention the Cub draws, even when I’m just 
pottering around the pattern. I have not done a single flight where someone, pilot or not, 
has come to see the Cub, touch the Cub, talk about the Cub. I get phone calls and emails 
from people I’ve never met, but they saw me and Aunty Rachel out flying, and they want 
some Cub time. Or they want to find out how to learn to fly.  Dads bring the kids, kids 
bring the moms, moms bring grandpa, pilots bring other pilots - it’s amazing! And I love 
it, because it means that the magic of airplanes and aviation is not dead, not by a long shot. 
When youngsters from 8 to 86 are fascinated by this little yellow ragwing, you know there 
is hope for this grand thing we call flying.

But it is up to us to go out and spread some aviation passion around. Take a kid or 
grownup flying; no empty seats!  Today’s kids may not seem interested, but given a chance 
to be in or near an airplane, or take a ride, they are suddenly grinning from ear to ear, stars 
in their eyes, faces aglow with the magic of flight. Video games may be cool, but this flying 
thing - Wow -  it’s sheer exhilaration! So the next time you’re at the airport and see someone 
peering through the fence, take time to talk with them, and show off your trusty bird. It may 
be “just a Cessna”, but it’s an airplane and that’s exciting. Put them in the seat, explain the 
controls, awaken that desire, fan those flames, hook somebody on airplanes. 

And when you see the yellow Cub puttering around the field, you’ll know exactly what 
Aunty Rachel and I are up to!

2007 Veteran’s Fall Foliage Flight
By Blake McKinley, WPA Spokane Chapter

The Spokane Chapter of the Washington Pilots Association held its annual Veteran’s 
Fall Foliage Flight on Saturday, September 22nd.  Once again Mike Eller did a great job 
finding volunteer pilots and coordinating the event with the VA Hospital.  This year the 
pilots were Jerry Baur, Duane Cocking, Mike Eller, Blake McKinley, and Bob Warner.  
On the ground, Duane Lukan and Dave Lucke coordinated tables and chairs and most 
importantly the food!  

The pilots and the 12 Veterans met at 8:30am.  The weather was forecast to be broken to 
overcast, with winds 27 to 30 knots 6,000 to 9,000 feet out of the southwest.   We departed 
about 9:30am as a flight of five.  The general route took us from Felts to Bayview, ID on 
the south end of Lake Pend Oreille, then we flew along the shores of Lake Pend Oreille, 
turned east to follow the Clark Fork River to Noxon, MT, then we turned north to follow 
the Bull River up to Bull Lake then on to Troy, MT.  Next we turned west toward Bonners 
Ferry, then south to Sandpoint, at Sandpoint we turned west to follow the Pend Oreille 

River to approximately DIANN intersection, and finally turned south to KSFF.  
Our group flew between 3,800 and 5,500 feet for the majority of the route and enjoyed 

an overall smooth flight with some occasional light to moderate turbulence.  It must not 
have been too bad as there were no complaints upon landing, only smiles and appreciation 
expressed by the Veterans for the opportunity that our chapter provided.

After returning to KSFF, the Veterans were treated to lunch.  Since the WPA State 
BOD fall meeting was being held concurrently, lunch was coordinated to coincide with 
our chapter event.

For those of you that have not had a chance to fly this route, I highly recommend it.  
There are a couple of tight turns and potentials for encountering a box-canyon, so study 
the route carefully before you fly and study the route carefully as you fly it.  Overall this 
is a great low altitude mountain flying experience, and a real service to these individuals 
that served our country with honor to protect the freedoms that we enjoy!
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By Cheri L. Nansen
Republic’s 8th Annual Fly-In August 24-26 at Merritt 

Field offered everything it has over the past 7 years and 
much more!  Despite Friday’s wind and stormy skies, 126 
planes made it in on Sunday and folks new to the area again 
proclaimed it “THE Fly-In to go to.”  

The air of excitement that permeates the field is hard to 
portray in words. Early morning meals are honchoed by head 
chef Gordon McIntyre and his merry crew of breakfast cooks 
decked out in bright red personalized aprons.  Out-of-towners 
Dan Brining and John Fleshman cooked up eggs and ham to 
perfection with help from local volunteers.  Our own gourmet 
pancake chef Joel Sweetland, traveled across the mountains 
again this year to bring his special pancake designs.   Some 
of his many crowd pleasing shapes included a coyote, a frog, 
a Monarch butterfly, a rabbit, a wiener dog, a cowboy boot, a 
reindeer and yes, an airplane!  His family leaked his secret…
inability to sleep for nights going into the fly-in dreaming up 
new shapes.  

The lunch and dinner meals also exceeded our expectations.  
This year, chicken burgers were added to the menu which 
included the now-famous Konrad Muench “R-49 Burgers.”   
The Saturday night cook-your-own-steak feed brought 
hundreds out, in cars as well as airplanes. Nancy McIntyre’s 
crew at the pop stand kept adding snacks and drinks of all 
kinds to the day menu and again, smiles were served up free 
of charge.  

Kitchen management was shared by Wings Over Republic member Bonnie Muench and 
Terri Smith from Spokane, with help from Wings members Sue Pendry and Carol Sandlie 
and lots of smiling volunteers.   A whopping total of 1,224 meals were served during the 
weekend!  Dessert was again offered up by the Schwan’s truck on site, managed this year 
by our local representative, Pat Walsh.

With the number of customers growing by leaps and bounds annually, registration desk 
duo Carol Smith and Cheri Nansen had to split off some of the functions this year.  Sales 
of event logo items were completed by Judy Asbach and Diana Sutherland who came from 
the west side of the State, and a new tour booth was kept hopping by Gigi Lutz and Rose 
Maloney who traveled from Idaho to help out.   A record number of visitors took part in 
the complimentary road tours and Curlew Lake boat excursions. 

This year, Jim Sutherland traversed Snoqualmie to bring his library of 50’s, 60’s and 
country music which added a party flare to the entire weekend.   Saturday entertainment 
was again top notch.  Elvis was on the field with Bernie Odegard and if you haven’t seen 
him, there’s NO WAY to describe his talent and do it justice.  When post-Elvis blood 
pressures lowered, Barry Allen and friends supplied a great transition to calmer evening 
music entertainment…another great local talent!  Throughout the weekend Sutherland held 
contests with prizes for those who could identify oldies song titles and singers and he led 
a session of karaoke on Friday night.  

Generous local business people and artisans supplied nearly 200 door prizes that were 
given out constantly throughout the event.  Those who direct air traffic in and out of Merritt 
Field are always mentioned as part of what makes this fly-in special.  Wings members 
Mel Hood, John Nansen, Pat Maloney, Ralph Pendry and Justin Smith had both a hearty 
welcome and a special goodbye message for pilots, who quickly point out that this is one 
of the best managed fly in air fields when it comes to parking and taxiway assistance.  Car 
parking was managed by Dick Strand.

There’s always pilot royalty at this fly in and this year it again was the oldest active 
pilot, Gordon Ebbert of Moses Lake.  At 94 years young, he took home a special gift of a 
small gold airplane clock, presented by members of Wings Over Republic.  What stories 
he had to regale and share with younger pilots!  Imagine the changes he has seen when you 
consider he soloed in 1933!

Local pilot instructor and Wing’s member Jerry Allen was on hand again to offer rides 
and sign people up for his locally offered ground school and flight training.  Bert Gelderman 
had his gorgeous “hot rod” Lance Air Legacy in the air to wow the crowd and on the ground, 
it’s the plane everyone wanted to ogle.  

First year announcers Mike Mannick and Bob Bakki did a fabulous job keeping everyone 
up to date on the many activities going on all weekend.

But making this fly in special is never limited to local folks.  Pilots from outside the 
area have taken on a sense of ownership for the success of the Republic event.  The Howell 
family of Colville always participates in this fly in and young Harley III dazzled the crowd 
periodically by showing off his gorgeous shiny silver Swift. Dad Harley Senior was unable 
to join Harley in a showy display of their twin planes this year, but that young man knows 
how to please a crowd with his low-flying runway passes among other activities.   

Special friends Darryl and Darrin Jackson of Moses Lake are always on hand to put on 
a display of their aircraft of choice and this year Darrin performed maneuvers one rarely 
sees done in an ultralight!  The Jackson family remains one of the biggest supporters of 

the Republic fly in, and this year added a generous donation for major equipment to be 
used at future fly-ins.  Kevin Running of Moses Lake also contributed generously to the 
organization this year, and the generosity of both of these families brought smiles to all 
hard-working Wing’s members.  With major equipment improvements now possible, all 
participants will benefit at future fly-ins!  These two families are as generous with their 
encouragement to group members as well, and all their support contributes a heavy dose 
of “special” to the fly-in.

Pilot Lee Orr sang US and Canadian anthems and teamed up with Ken McLean Sunday 
morning to delight the crowd with beautiful gospel singing.   Washington Pilots Association 
Eastside VP Dave Lucke joined in on the fun and agreed it is one of the great fly ins.

Angel Flight West was on the field all weekend and Washington Wing Leadership 
Team and Recruitment Representative Christian Holtz came from the Seattle area to speak 
to the public about their wonderful work.   Ironically, it was Holtz whose raffle ticket paid 
off when drawn for the airplane quilt, made and donated each year by Wing’s member 
Cheri Nansen.   

Weather kept the jumpers from dropping in for dinner Saturday, but they did manage 
to show up for breakfast Sunday.  Rex Menke and the Western Planes Sky Divers from 
Davenport have become a big part of the annual fly in.

A special show was put on this year by very special guest pilots from the Canadian 
Fraser Blues in their reconditioned and downright impressive Navion airplanes.  Navion 
pilots from U.S. locales joined in on the fun and together they performed some viewer-
spectacular air movements.   

As always, there is an air of melancholy as the last of the airplanes fly off, the crew 
takes down tents and volunteers drive off to go home and rest.   When you are a part of 
something that brings pleasure to so many, the payback for hard work is simple:  What you 
helped to create is a smashing success.  For Wings Over Republic the paycheck again this 
year was large!

 

8th Annual Republic Fly-In 
Another Huge Success!
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For Sale: 

Complete package Paine Field Hangar and Airplane K-35 
1959 Bonanza. West Condo Hangars C30-5. 

Too many amenities to list. 
Total package $245K; 

Dick Wilkinson Phone 360-678-8841
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AdvocacyAdvocacyAdvocacyAdvocacyAdvocacyAdvocacyAdvocacyAdvocacyAdvocacyAdvocacyAdvocacy

Washington Pilots AssociationWashington Pilots Association
Promoting General Aviation Since 1960

BENEFITS OF WPA MEMBERSHIP
✈ WPA works locally & statewide to preserve your right to fly
✈ WPA is your voice when lobbying government on state and local aviation issues
✈ WPA provides Airport advocacy, maintenance and protection
✈ WPA WINGS subscription included
✈ Local WPA Chapters and activities
✈ Training and Educational Programs
✈ Connect with other pilots in your area & across the state
✈ Free use of a rustic fly-in cabin in the San Juan Islands
✈ Discounts on GA News and Pilot Getaways Publications
✈ Fuel Discounts and so much more

Name ________________________________________________________________________________
 (Last) (First) (MI) (Rating)

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________
 (Street or P.O. Box) City State Zip

Home Ph: _______________________________  Work Ph: __________________________________

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________

Select from one of the WPA Chapters below. If unsure or geographically distant, please select “Member at Large.” 

First Year Membership Dues  ❏ $31.00*
General Aviation News (Optional) ❏ $25.00**

 TOTAL: $ _____________

(Make checks payable to Washington Pilots Association)

* Annual dues structure may vary slightly from Chapter to Chapter.
**General Aviation News and Flyer is available at a reduced price to WPA members. 

❑ Anacortes
❑ Clallam County
❑ Colville Valley
❑ Deer Park

❑ Green River
 (Auburn/Renton)
❑ Harvey Field (Snohomish)
❑ North Sound
 

❑ Okanogan & Ferry County
❑ Olympia
❑ Paine Field (Everett)
❑ Greater Seattle
❑ Southwest-Vancouver

❑ Spokane
❑ Twin Harbors (Hoquiam)
❑ Wenatchee
❑ Yakima Valley
❑ Member At Large

227 Bellevue Way NE ~ PMB 397
Bellevue, WA 98004-9721

TO ADVANCE THE INTERESTS OF GENERAL AVIATION IN WASHINGTON STATE...

Join or Renew On-line Now!     GO TO:  www.wpaflys.org
(Click on Membership, then click on New Membership / Renewals)

OR Fill out the following membership application below and mail to:
WPA — 227 Bellevue Way NE – PMB 397, Bellevue, WA 98004

♦ ♦ ♦


