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The Time to Act is at Hand

As we slide into fall and the num-
ber of VFR days each week dimin-
ishes, I am looking back at a summer
of fantastic flying weather that most-
ly slipped away from me while my
airplane was down for refurbish-
ment.  Since I was without wings of
my own, I have missed out on a lot
of flying events and haven’t traveled
to visit as many chapters as I had
hoped when I took office last Febru-
ary.  Still, I intend to visit many of
the chapters before my time is up in
February 05, and there is some pros-
pect I may have my wings back by
the end of October, perhaps in time
to make a few flying visits in between
storms this winter.

With our annual membership
meeting just over four months away,
the time is at hand for the board of
directors to be assembling a slate of
candidates for our next elections.
Some might find that event anticli-
mactic on the heels of a national pres-
idential election.  But I prefer to think
of our WPA elections as the best
opportunity for Washington aviators
to play a meaningful role in choos-
ing leaders who will be among the
stewards of our common passion for
the next year.  Your vote in the WPA
election could be one among poten-
tially 1,000 or so.  That means your
vote carries hundreds of thousands of
times more weight than the vote you
will cast for Bush or Kerry.

Those of you who regularly par-
ticipate in our annual meeting and
election know, in fact, each of the
votes cast there carries even more
weight.  That’s because on average,
roughly 40 to 60 WPA members vote
for the officers that serve each year.
We can do better than that; we must
do better than that.

While the original black and
white story (“Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington”) was a splendid flick,
pilots in Washington state can count
on the latest version to be nothing
but a very bad movie.

As most Washington pilots have
now heard, elected officials in Sno-
homish County, Arlington, Marys-
ville, and perhaps even some state
legislators are actively supporting a
proposal by the International Rac-
ing Corporation (IRC) to build a
major NASCAR racetrack adjacent
to the south of the Arlington Air-
port.  This proposal has been con-
tentious from the start, and the bat-
tle is sure to heat up.

In the views of most of the peo-
ple I have talked with, citizens, pi-
lots and aviation enthusiasts are like-
ly to oppose the NASCAR develop-
ment on many different grounds.
Some of the most notable include:
negative impacts on safety of flight,
negative impact on Arlington Airport
operations, likelihood of periodic
TFRs, noise pollution, improper use
of public funds to subsidize private
development, displacement of other

less intrusive commercial and indus-
trial develop, and proximity to the
airport of incompatible land use.  Each
of these issues warrants an in-depth
discussion on its own, but such dia-
logue is beyond the scope of this arti-
cle.

Instead, I am aiming here simply
to make all Washington pilots aware
that a major issue is looming that is
certain to have a dramatic impact on
aviation in the Puget Sound region for
the foreseeable future.  Every one of
us must inform ourselves on the is-
sues and draw as many citizens as
possible into rationale and reasonable
dialogue, both pilots and non-pilots
alike.  But most important for the
sake of general aviation, we must all
conduct our dialogues on the issue
with good reason and good judgment,
recognizing that in every public in-
teraction we are also fighting a pub-
lic relations battle for aviation.  When
we resort to irrational ranting and
name calling, or simply the typical
“not in my back yard” mentality, we
may win a skirmish here or there, but
we will lose many more battles in the
public relations war.

To be sure, there will be
reasonable-sounding arguments on
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Our renewal season is fast ap-
proaching.   Look for your WPA
membership renewal in your mailbox
early this November and renew right
away.  Your membership must be
current by January so that you
may vote in the election of new State
Officers in February.  Additionally
you will not want to miss out on any
issues of WINGS.    If you are too
eager to renew, and don’t want to wait
for your renewal notice, you may re-
new online line anytime at the WPA
website www.wpaflys.org and your
membership will be updated through
December, 2005.

REMINDER
FROM PATTY

Patty Wood, Records & Information

You roll out high and hot on
final and just know you can save this
landing; you could point the nose
down, suck the throttle back, dive
toward that midfield taxiway, and
hope for the best. Or you could abort
the landing and execute a go-around.
A go-around is a viable option for
almost any approach, with the excep-
tion of landing in confined areas at
one-way airstrips or at very high den-
sity altitudes. However, pilots typi-
cally get into go-around trouble by
making a poor decision, a latent de-
cision, or by indecision. Reasons for
aborting a landing include other air-
plane traffic in the pattern or on the
runway, ATC instructions to go
around, or a destabilized approach
due to misjudging wind or poor air-
craft control. Additionally, you
might choose to execute a go around
if you taking up a lot of runway due
to excessive floating, or a bounce or
“botched” landing. In all cases, the
earlier the decision is made, the great-

Toward Merry Go’rounds
Amy L. Hoover, Assistant Profes-
sor Flight Technology Central
Washington University

er will be the safety margin for exe-
cution of the go-around. In addition,
the decision should be positive and
the go-around should be executed
without hesitation once the decision
is made. Does your pre-landing check-
list include identifying results of pos-
sible go-arounds from different po-
sitions throughout the approach and
landing? It should. When you study
an airport layout during your pre-
flight, and when you enter the traf-
fic pattern, assess items such as sur-
rounding terrain and obstacles, the
departure path, and the airplane’s
climb performance in the landing
configuration. Also, determine how
elements such as wind and density al-
titude will affect groundspeed, pow-
er available, and the airplane’s climb
capability. Decide in advance at what
point a go-around would become po-
tentially hazardous and make a firm
decision to abort the landing if crite-
ria such as airspeed, altitude, and
proper spacing from the runway are
not met at certain “key” positions in
the landing pattern. For example, If

Continued on page 5Continued on page 5Continued on page 5Continued on page 5Continued on page 5
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WASAR - Washington Air

Search And Rescue
Gary Evans, WASAR Director
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Unlike the last time WINGS
went to press, it has NOT been qui-
et on the Search and Rescue front late-
ly! July, August and September
brought a spike of activity as
WASAR members joined other agen-
cies in searching for missing aircraft
(credit members with two “saves”),
innumerable ELT’s going off, searches
for missing hikers, and, on the posi-
tive side, our participation in the an-
nual Mountain Flying Clinic held at
Wings of Wenatchee at Pangborn
(EAT). It’s almost enough to make
one thankful the season is about to
close for the winter!

While the rush of activity illus-
trated our members’ proficiency and
professionalism, it also pointed out
just how thinly our ranks are

stretched and how “new blood” is
needed to help the few do the work
for the many. In a word, (or two…)
get involved! Have an interest in search
and rescue? Tom Peterson, the Search
and Rescue Coordinator for WS-
DOT-Aviation Division is putting
together next year’s training calendar.
Watch for it on the Aviation Divi-
sion’s website for further details.
Want more information right now?
Be sure to check out the WASAR
website at c180tom@eskimo.com.
You’ll find a wealth of background
information, as well as some great tips
on flying and survival packs. The new
WASAR course on radio direction
finding is also near completion, so
look for training opportunities com-
ing soon!

issues surrounding drag racing on an
active airport surface, and the FAA
agreed that drag racing was not an al-
lowable use on an active runway.

Since then, the airport board has
been following a more formal and
structured process to officially close
the runway.  Reportedly all the nec-
essary forms have now been filed
with the FAA, and a period for pub-
lic comments has come and gone.
Will Mensink reports the airport
board had previously voted to close
the runway, but at the time the ac-
tion also required approval of the air-
port sponsor, the City of The Dalles.
In the meantime, the airport sponsor
has effectively assigned their authori-
ty in the matter to the airport board,
and a new final vote for closure from
the board is expected to be soon forth-
coming.

Despite the prospects for losing
a runway, all is not gloom and doom
at The Dalles, however.  Two active
runways will remain:  12/30, the pre-
dominant wind runway; and 07/25.
More importantly, both the remain-
ing runways will be undergoing sub-
stantial upgrades over the next sever-
al months.  New runway lights will
be going in over the next 100 days,
with resurfacing and repainting to
follow in the spring.  While both run-
ways are currently 150 feet wide, the
resurfaced area of each will be only
100 feet wide.  Additionally, roughly
the north half of closed Runway 02/
20 – that area north of Runway 12/
30 – is expected to remain in use as an
active taxiway either 35 or 50 feet
wide.

Another important upgrade to
the airport will be the creation of a
new LDA approach (offset ILS) to R/
W 25.  The approach is expected to
be completed sometime in 2005, with
$1.25 million in funding already in
place.  Minimums for the approach
have not yet been established.

From the FAA’s viewpoint, clo-
sure of Runway 02/20 will have a
minor impact on operations at the air-
port, since the runway provided only
minimal wind coverage.  Additional-
ly, the FAA would only provide
funds to maintain two runways in any
case.

While the airport’s original ob-
jective in closing the runway seems to
have been the pursuit of interim in-
come from the drag racing activities,
the airport board now maintains the
closure will provide for expanded
commercial and industrial develop-
ment on the airport.  The airport
board reports that plan has been em-
bodied in the most recent airport mas-
ter plan.  If such development does
occur, it will likely be a net positive
outcome for all airport users.  The
additional revenue will serve to make
the airport a more self-sustaining en-
tity, and the available FAA funds will
be put to more effective use on fewer
runway surfaces.

Certainly all pilots and airport
users must be wary whenever there is
the prospect for losing airport re-
sources such as active runways.  In
this case, however, it appears the net
result will benefit the airport and us-
ers in the long run.  As with most con-
tentious issues such as this, there have

Runway Closing at
The Dalles?

(Columbia Gorge Regional)
Kirk Kleinholz, President

Recently I spoke with William
Mensink, the AOPA Airport Sup-
port Network (ASN) volunteer for
The Dalles airport in southern Wash-
ington, to get an update on the pro-
posed closure of Runway 02/20.

Will reports that nearly all the
T’s are crossed and I’s are dotted for
closure of Runway 02/20.  That pro-
cess has been under way in one fash-
ion or another for many months,
dating from the airport’s use of a
portion of that runway sometime
last year for drag racing.  Following
that race, aviation users of the airport
voiced many concerns about safety

been passionate arguments and ex-
changes among all the interested par-
ties, often resulting in strained rela-
tionships and offended sensibilities.
But it appears now is the time for all
to come together under the new de-
velopment plan and continue work-
ing to keep a valuable airport resource
functioning and serving the flying
public.

Bellingham Aviation Services
(BAS), a full service FBO, is pleased
to announce the opening of its air-
craft maintenance facility located at
Bellingham International Airport
(KBLI), Washington State. BAS pro-
vides a broad spectrum of services for
both piston and turbine engine air-
craft; including general maintenance,
inspections, and major repairs.

John Holp, Director of Main-
tenance, has 30 years experience
working on or supervising work on
many types of aircraft, from a Cess-
na 152 to a Boeing 747.  John holds
an Airframe and Power Plant License
with inspection authorization. John
also holds training certificates for
Lear 30 series aircraft, Raytheon/ Be
125-700A, Allied Signal/Honeywell
731 maintenance, among many oth-
ers.

Ken Russell, airframe and pow-
er plant mechanic comes to BAS with
10 years experience and a reliable rep-

utation. Our maintenance staff at
Bellingham Aviation Services is
proud to be certified through the
FAA anti-drug and alcohol misuse
prevention program.

BAS Maintenance provides a
variety of valued added services such
as a weekend and after hours on-call
mechanic, oxygen and nitrogen sys-
tem maintenance and /or replenish-
ment services. BAS was recently ap-
proved to offer on-call maintenance
services for Horizon Airlines De
Havilland Dash 8 and Allegiant Air
MD-80 Series aircraft.

BAS is currently working with
the FAA Seattle FSDO on Part 145
certification of its avionics installation
and repair shop.  Once certified BAS
will sell, repair and install most ma-
jor brands of avionics equipment.
BAS expects the repair station certi-
fication process to be complete be-
fore the end of the year.

New Maintenance Facility

You’ve never been lost until
you’ve been lost at Mach 3. (Paul F.
Crickmore - test pilot)

From an old carrier sailor - Blue
water Navy truism; There are more
planes in the ocean than submarines
in the sky.

If the wings are traveling faster
than the fuselage, it’s probably a he-
licopter - and therefore, unsafe.

Navy carrier pilots to Air Force
pilots: Flaring is like squatting to pee.

When one engine fails on a twin-
engine airplane you always have
enough power left to get you to the
scene of the crash.

Without ammunition, the
USAF would be just another expen-
sive flying club.

What is the similarity between
air traffic controllers and pilots? If a
pilot screws up, the pilot dies; if ATC
screws up, the pilot dies.

The three most common expres-
sions (or famous last words) in avia-
tion are: “Why is it doing that?”,
“Where are we?”, and “Oh S#+!.

Weather forecasts are horo-
scopes with numbers.

Progress in airline flying; now a
flight attendant can get a pilot preg-
nant.

Airspeed, altitude, and brains.
Two are always needed to successful-
ly complete the flight.

A smooth landing is mostly luck;
two in a row is all luck; three in a
row is prevarication.

I remember when sex was safe
and flying was dangerous.

Mankind has a perfect record in
aviation; we never left one up there!

Flashlights are tubular metal con-
tainers kept in a flight bag for the
purpose of storing dead batteries.

Aviation
Facts & Truisms

Continued on page 5Continued on page 5Continued on page 5Continued on page 5Continued on page 5
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Mark Lee, Green River Chapter

Notes fromNotes fromNotes fromNotes fromNotes from
a Back Seata Back Seata Back Seata Back Seata Back Seat

DriverDriverDriverDriverDriver

Mark Lee was raised and
learned to fly in Alaska.  He start-
ed instructing in 1980 in Forks,
WA and has Resided in the Seat-
tle area since 1990.  Mark has over
1,200 hours in tail wheel aircraft
with over 600 hours of tail wheel
instruction.  Total time - over
14,000 hours in various aircraft
from the J-3 to the B-747.  Instruct-
ed in about 25 different tail wheel
aircraft types.  He has logged pi-
lot time in over 55 different types.
Currently operate an early Bonan-
za and a C-120.

I’m sitting in back seat of an
Aeronca Champ enjoying the view
as we turn onto the downwind leg.
The front seater is flying beautiful-
ly.  I haven’t felt a side load on my
tush since the beginning of the take-
off roll.  The sky is clear, the air is
smooth and I am one with the world.
It’s too good to last.  Time to play
“Bug the Student”.  After all he is
paying $250 an hour for my time, he
should get his moneys worth.   “You
have gotten this rudder thing worked
out.  Want to practice slips?”, I ask.

“Uh,  . . . . Sure.” comes the hes-
itant reply.

Ever feel this way?  Most pilots
practice slips infrequently at best.
We quickly realize that wives or oth-
er nonpilots do not enjoy the slip all
that much.  Most aircraft have good
flaps, and most runways are long
enough that we do not really need
to practice them.  However Cub,
Taylorcraft, and Champ pilots are
often seen descending rapidly to-
wards the tarmac with one wing
down and the nose pointed away
from the runway.  Why is that?  Cuz
it is FUN!

The best place to reacquaint
yourself with the slip is at about 3000
AGL.  Set the plane up in a normal
descent for landing.  If you have flaps
start the practice with flaps up.  Re-
duce your power to idle and push on
a rudder pedal.  The nose will swing
and try to start a turn.  Feed in a
little opposite aileron to stop the
turn.  As you cross control the nose
will rise.  Use a little nose down pres-
sure to keep the pitch attitude the
same as it was prior to starting the
maneuver.  Now you’re slipping.

Vary the amount of rudder and

then vary the aileron to maintain your
heading.  To stop the slip, release the
rudder pressure and level the wings.
Climb back up to your entry altitude
and try it again.  After a bit, try it
using the other rudder pedal.  The
view from a right slip is different than
a left slip, so it is useful to see both.
(But not simultaneously!)

Once you have practiced with-
out flaps, try a few with flaps.  Some
light aircraft are placarded against slips
with full flaps.  It has been my expe-
rience that some interesting things can
happen if you ignore the placard’s
advice.

Once you feel comfortable with
slips at altitude, head back to the air-
port to try a few in the pattern.  Get
a little high on final and use this skill
to get closer to the perfect touchdown
point.  Remember, slips can be as lit-
tle as ten degrees and still be effec-
tive.  Some of the light tailwheel air-
craft can slip up to, and past, 30 de-
grees of bank angle.  In one of those
slips, you can easily see why these
planes were built without flaps.   If
you have a crosswind, slipping to
touchdown can keep you from mov-
ing sideways over the runway in the
flare.

As you are slipping down to the
runway, it is easy to get the nose a
little high or a little low.  Many air-
craft have a single static port on one
side of the fuselage.  In may cases, slip-
ping to one side will give more accu-
rate airspeed indications than slipping
to the other side.  You need to be
aware of this or you may be surprised
at your real airspeed as you exit the
slip.  Arriving over the threshold with
an extra 15 mph airspeed will negate
anything you gained from the slip!

As we turn final the guy up
front feeds in some right rudder and
dips the left wing.  The nose tries to
rise and he feeds in a touch of nose
down on the stick.  The throttle is at
idle and I get a nice view of the run-
way rising towards us out the left win-
dow.  We are drifting a little to the
right and he feeds in some additional
left aileron and stops the drift.  As
we get close to the runway the rud-
der diminishes and most of the left
aileron disappears.  As we flare, the
left wing stays down just a bit to ac-
count for the crosswind.  The nose
comes up and it gets quiet as the air-
speed pays off.  The only noise is the
rumble of the tires spinning up on
the pavement.

As we clear the runway, I say,
“Not bad, lets do it again.”  Now
we’re SLIPPING!

It’s the kind of phone call I just
love to get.  It was from Phil Apts
who wanted to know if I would like
to fly with him in his very nice Cess-
na 170B to Cabin Creek, Idaho for
s o m e
R & R
and to
try to
take ad-
vantage
o f
s o m e
pre t ty
f i n e
C u t -
throa t
fishing.
In a rare moment of complete men-
tal clarity I said”YES”!  Now, Cabin
Creek isn’t for the timid or the inex-
perienced back country pilot.  It is
4,289 feet in elevation, 1,700 feet long,
narrow, curved and most important-
ly, it is a ONE WAY STRIP.  It is
an upslope on landing and that helps
slowing down a great deal.  Converse-
ly, the takeoff run is down hill, which
also helps matters.  Phil had been in
there several times before and so he
felt very comfortable with the whole
affair and I had flown with him sev-
eral times and felt very much at ease
with his airmanship.  Phil has his com-
mercial ticket as well as his IFR and
was an instructor at one time.  Some
of you out there may disagree but in
my experience, those pilots I know
who have gone forward to get addi-
tional ratings are just plain sharper
pilots.  It is particularly true for those

who have earned the Commercial rat-
ing.  They are able to wring more out
of the plane’s flight envelope than I
can for instance and that can be very
important when flying in the back
country.  That being said, the most
important element in this type of fly-
ing is plain old experience and being
familiar with the country you’re tak-
ing on.  All the above is simply to
say that I just don’t put my
behind in just anybody’s air-
plane especially when the place
we are going is a backcountry
strip.

So a few Sundays back
found Phil and I heading East
in a lightly loaded 170, to Cab-
in Creek, Idaho.  The flight
took us over the Blues and just
North of Joseph, Ore., which
is nestled at the base of the
beautiful Wallowa Mtn.
Range.then over the very deep
and rugged Snake River can-
yon, then over Lewiston, Idaho, and
then over the many drainages that
make up the Frank Church Wilder-
ness area and then on to and over the
Cabin Creek drainage.  To whomev-
er the nut was that invented GPS I

give a very big THANK YOU!
There is more than one way to make
an approach to this strip but the way
that seems very appropriate is to cross
over the strip several thousand feet
above it from the east (this keeps you

clear of the mountains
that surround it), check
to make sure there are
no animals on the run-
way—can you say
MOOSE—then hang a
left and start a decent
into the Cabin Creek
canyon, which is more
like a large basin at this
point, and then keeping
the strip off the right
wing, start a right de-

scending turn which creates a base leg
and then keep the turn going until on
final, then keeping speeds on the slow
side, perhaps even as slow as 1.1 vso
until the flare. By the time your are
on final, you have described a “figure
8” in the air. The uphill slope of the
strip will help the plane come to a less
than midfield stop.  There is plenty
of information on the Internet about
this strip and on landing techniques
and it is highly recommended that a
pilot should go in the first  time with
and experienced flyer to really get a
feel for the approach and landing.
One of the fellas we met while we
were there was flying a Scout and he
put back country flying this way
“landing on these types of strips is easy
as long as you fly the approach cor-
rectly”.  Well that is one big IF espe-
cially when the strip is a ONE WAY
affair.  Most of these types of strips

become departure points for folks
packing into the wilderness after
big game and this strip is no excep-
tion.  There were several horse
camps within a mile of the strip
and we talked to one party of 5 or
so horses and mules who had tak-
en several days just to get to this
point.  They were after bear.  Now
how many times have you spoken
to horses and mules who were hunt-
ing bear?  Folks this is strange
country.

   We set up the tent, rolled out
the sleeping bags, made sure the beer
was still on ice, said hello to a couple
of grouse who were sunning them-
selves less than 10 feet from where we
were toiling, grabbed our trusty fly
rods and headed for the creek which
was about a mile from the strip.  The
water is crystal clear, medium cold and
meanders through a large basin cut out
of the mountains by the creek.  Much

of the creek side is edged by grassy
undercut banks, which provide excel-
lent habitat for the fish.  Besides Cut
throat we did catch a Rainbow, and
either Steelhead or Salmon could oc-
casionally be seen moving up and

Bob Hammer, North Sound

Cabin Creek, Idaho

Pilots Guide
Update

Continued on page 5Continued on page 5Continued on page 5Continued on page 5Continued on page 5

The Aviation Division has updated and published a new Pilots Guide.
As in prior issues, the guide has an overhead picture and information on
every public use airport in Washington.   The guide is very useful when
flying into an airport for the first time as you can review its data and visual-
ize what it looks like before entering the pattern.  The Aviation Division also
put the new guide on their website, but it was very hard to use as you had to
download the entire guide before you could use it - not user friendly at all.
After hearing of suggestions on how to improve the online guide, Nisha
Hanchinamani, at the Aviation Division, reworked the guide on the web so
that it is now very easy to use and you can download the information on one
airport at a time.   This also gives the Aviation Division the advantage of
being able to update information on an individual airport and thus maintain
the Pilots Guide on the web with up-to-date data on all of our airports.  Go
to:  www.usdot.wa.gov/aviation/pilotsguide  and take a look at the new
Pilots Guide.   You will find it is very easy to download information on any
of our public use airports.   This is a great tool to use to improve flying
safety when visiting an airport for the first time.
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To be sure, many more than 40
or 60 WPA members attend the
Northwest Aviation Conference each
year.  But many who do attend don’t
remember the membership meeting
and election are also conducted at the
conference.  Still others know the
membership meeting is going on but
don’t see it as a priority for their par-
ticipation.  I am telling each and ev-
ery one of you that attending to our
annual meeting and elections must
become a priority for our member-
ship if the organization is to contin-
ue to grow and to achieve our poten-
tial as the voice of general aviation in
Washington.

This month I am making a plea
to our entire membership to partici-
pate.  I am appointing a committee
to explore alternatives for expanding
member participation in our election.
Possibilities include:  1) changing the
time of our meeting to mid day on
Saturday of the conference when
more members are typically in atten-
dance; and 2) providing for absentee/
mail in balloting.  But getting more
members to vote, whether in person
or by mail, is only half the solution.

The other half is having a slate
of worthy candidates and having con-
tested races for the key officer posi-
tions.  I guarantee there will be at least
one candidate for President and for
Vice President West.  Someone al-
ways manages to step up, often at the
last minute, to fill the void if only to
prevent the organization from fall-
ing into disarray.  But that is a recipe
for mediocrity in any organization.
What I want and expect this year is
for there to be at least two candidates
for each of these positions.  We also
need candidates for two directorships
up for election:  Search & Rescue,
and Legislative.  I would be honored
to have both of these long- and
well-serving Directors (Tom Nesko
and Jack McGoldrick) run once again,
but I would also love to see them chal-
lenged simply to reinvigorate our pro-
cess.  We also have several appointed
positions that need new volunteers to
take over, as those long-serving mem-
bers have given more than their fair

share and deserve the opportunity to
reclaim their lives.  These include the
positions of Secretary and Treasur-
er.  There is the prospect that some
of the directorships and appointed
positions may go unfilled if no vol-
unteers or candidates present them-
selves.   There is also some prospect
that currently elected or appointed
office holders may be vacated if they
have proven unable to serve on a reg-
ular basis, whether due to other com-
mitments or priorities or to unfore-
seen circumstances.  No member
should be required or expected to
serve when to do so is an unwelcome
burden.  In fact, our by-laws compel
the board of directors to vacate the
positions of those board members
failing to participate in two consecu-
tive board meetings without “an ex-
cuse acceptable to the president”.

In addition to election of offic-
ers, the February 2005 membership
meeting will also likely include vot-
ing on one or more proposed chang-
es to our by-laws.  Some proposed
changes may be minor and somewhat
cosmetic; others may well be sweep-
ing in their impact.  The organiza-
tion deserves to have a representative
portion of the membership act on an
issue with such potential impact as
changes to by-laws.

I am asking each and every WPA
member to consider how you can par-
ticipate in the affairs of the state WPA
organization.  You may run for of-
fice yourself, or you might convince
another member and friend to do so.
Perhaps some of our positions may
be held jointly by two or more mem-
bers so that the workload may be
shared and thus lightened.  But most
of all, I am asking all of you to par-
ticipate in our elections in February
2005.  All members will be notified
of the date and time of the annual
membership meeting and of our vot-
ing procedures.  I sincerely hope that
more WPA members will attend the
conference than ever before, and that
every one of those attending will
make the membership meeting a pri-
ority.

Please bear in mind, 2005 will see
WPA facing many critical issues as-
sured to have a dramatic effect on the
future of aviation in Washington.
Some of the most pressing issues in-
clude:  the threat to Arlington Air-
port by the proposed NASCAR site;
the long-standing and worsening
threat to Anacortes Airport by a
port commission stacked against the
interests of the airport; the proposed
closure of a runway at The Dalles
Airport; the rallying of communities
against the prospect of future com-
mercial passenger service at Paine
Field Airport; and the establishment
by the Aviation Division of a formal
Aviation System Plan which will
serve in part as the basis for future
funding decisions for the small and
rural airports around the state.

If you want to choose who will
safeguard your aviation interests on
these issues and many others, then
you must participate as I am asking.
Otherwise, you submit WPA to the
rule of whoever steps to the plate in
February, worthy or not.

Regards and safe flying,
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you are way too high and too hot in
the turn from base to final, that is
the time to go around if terrain and
traffic permit. Failure to make a pos-
itive decision, and to make it early,
could result in a long landing with
insufficient room to stop, or a latent
decision to go around from a posi-
tion too far down the runway to be
safe. By choosing your action in ad-
vance, you are removing the element
of indecision. Go-arounds from a
botched landing pose additional
problems. A typical bounce results
from excessive airspeed, which usu-
ally results from a fast approach. If
you are too hot on final approach you
should ask yourself, “Would I take-
off in the landing configuration from
that mid-field intersection?” because
that is what you will be attempting
to do if you float or bounce and go
around. It would be better to ground
loop, run off the end of the runway,
or run into obstacles on the ground
than to attempt a go-around too late
and hit obstacles, trees, or terrain
while airborne, or to enter a depar-
ture stall, both of which can be dead-
ly. Several years ago at my home air-
port a veteran pilot attempted to land
with a tailwind. The airplane landed
long and the pilot executed a go-
around. Eyewitness said the plane
bounced, went to full power, the nose
pitched up

radically, and the plane stalled
and nosed over, killing the pilot in
the post-impact fire. The NTSB re-
ported the airplane had full flaps with
nose up trim. This situation repre-
sents a real snake in the grass called
an “elevator trim stall”. For some air-
planes set to the landing configura-
tion and trim, application of power
causes an enormous nose up pitching
moment, which the trim setting ex-
acerbates. The pilot may have to re-
ally shove forward on the yoke or
stick to avoid a stall. In a heavily load-
ed airplane with an aft CG the force
may be too great for the pilot to over-
come. In addition, an immediate and
strong application of right rudder
might also be necessary to avoid loss
of directional control. In a go-around
you are not just starting a climb; you
are transitioning from a descent to a
climb, which could take a consider-
able amount of time and distance. The
key is to decide early, make a posi-
tive decision, and implement it with-
out hesitation before a critical situa-
tion develops. Plan ahead and prac-
tice the actual sequence in which you
will execute each part of the maneu-
ver in your airplane. For example, a
typical scenario would be to simulta-
neously add power, right rudder, and
push forward on the yoke or stick,
retract flaps incrementally to takeoff
setting after the descent is arrested,
trim to relieve control pressures, then
retract landing gear after a positive
rate of climb is achieved. It is essen-
tial to practice the go-around transi-
tion sequence at different weights and
center of gravity positions so you
will know what to expect. Take the
airplane to a safe altitude, but one that
is close enough to the airport eleva-
tion you will be using so you will
have similar power and P-factor ef-
fects (regulations specify 1500 feet
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Merry
Go’rounds

AGL for recovery from maneuver).
Set the plane up for a normal approach
descent with gear and flaps down and
trimmed for landing, then add full
takeoff power and note several items,
including: 1) how much forward
force you must apply to the yoke or
stick to avoid a departure stall; 2) alti-
tude loss from the time of power ap-
plication until you arrest the descent
and initiate a climb; and 3) the time
and distance it requires to transition
from the descent to the climb. Do the
transition to best rate and best angle
of climb speed and note differences
needed in control pressures and pitch
attitude. Then do some transitions
“hands off” and let the plane enter a
departure stall on its own; which may
surprise you. All too often a go-
around is executed as a “knee-jerk re-
action” type of maneuver, which can
have disastrous results. By planning
ahead you can add go-around safety
to your flying mind set. Consider any
go-around to be an emergency proce-
dure; plan for it, practice it, and use
it wisely.

Kirk

WPA encourages each chapter to
take on a project of recycling members’
flight magazines.  Most high school li-
braries welcome such items as then can
then be used as giveaways to students
interested in aviation.  As a chapter
project, magazine “recycling” takes very
little work and provides reading mate-
rial to young people thinking about a
career in aviation.  One person from a
chapter can easily work this project in
their spare time.  It would require the
person to collect the publications at
chapter meetings.  Then, at home while
watching TV, cut off the address label
from each publication, and add a stick-
er that identifies the issue is being do-
nated by your WPA chapter.  The per-
son would make contact with local
school librarians and deliver packages
of these publications to the school.
WPA will gladly supply these stickers
or send a master that can be used by
the chapter to print their own.  This is
a great way to get information out con-
cerning aviation to high school stu-
dents, publicize your chapter, and keep
paper out of our landfills.  It is a win-
win project for you chapter.  Please dis-
cuss adopting this project at your next
meeting.

After a busy summer of flying
and firefighting state-owned airports
are ready to wind down for the sea-
son.  The Washington State Depart-
ment of Transportation (WSDOT)
will keep most of the 16 state-owned
airports open until the first snow hits,
a departure from the traditional Octo-
ber 1 state airport winter closures.
Exceptions include Ranger Creek,
scheduled to close on October 15, and
Rogersburg State Airport scheduled to
close on November 1.  Permit agree-
ments dictate we close these two air-
ports on these dates.

When a state-owned airport clos-
es for the season, WSDOT Aviation
will issue a Notice to Airmen (NOT-
AM) and post information at: http://
www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation.

Volunteer at a State Airport For
those that missed spring and summer
volunteer work parties at state airports,
we still need your help.  Here are some
upcoming opportunities to invest a lit-
tle time and sweat into improving a state
airport:

·   Stehekin State Airport: Oc-
tober 8 to October 18, volunteers are
invited to Stehekin to help complete
and test a new irrigation system, seed
the runway, remove obstructions, and
prepare for winter.  If you are interest-
ed please contact Steve Smith at (509)
750-2030.

· Sullivan Lake State Airport:
October 30, the Washington Pilots
Association, Deer Park Chapter, will
host a clean up and winter preparation
party at Sullivan Lake.

For more information about vol-
unteer work parties, please contact
State Airports Maintenance Supervisor,
Jim Scott, at ScottJ@wsdot.wa.gov

Nisha Hanchinamani, WSDOT

State-Owned
Airports

Open Until
First Snow

Save Those
Aviation

Magazines
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Washington Pilots Association Memberhip Application

 (      )                            (       )                           (       )

Name       Spouse
q Pilot q IFR q Comm’l q ATP q CFI(I)    q Pilot q IFR  qComm’l  q ATP q CFI(I)

Circle American Express   Discover  MasterCard   Visa
________  ________  ________  ________ Exp. ___/___

WPA Regular Annual Dues - Includes Wings. q  $31
CFI/CFII Dues - Regular dues not required. q  $  1
WPA First Year Soloed Student Pilot (1st year free) q  Free
GA News - Discounted $35 1-year subscription q  $25
                                                                              Total $_____

Mail to:  Washington Pilots Association
227 Bellevue Way NE PMB 397
Bellevue, WA 98004-9721Signature (for credit card applications)

Fax Credit Card Applications to 603-658-1882 or mail to address above.

q Student

Cut out this section!Cut out this section!Cut out this section!Cut out this section!Cut out this section!
Give it to a friend who is not a member of WPA, but

who you’d like to become a member!

Home Phone                               Work Phone                              Fax

Please select one of the WPA chapters below to join, OR you may
choose to becom a “member at large.”  If you select a chapter, $12 of
your WPA annual dues is directed to your selected chapter.  If you
select “member-at-large” $6 of your dues will be donated to WA Search
& Rescue Fund and $6 to the WPA Legislative Action Fund.

q Bellhingham q Okanogan County q Spokane
q Clallam County q  Paine Field (Everett) q Twin Harbors (Hoquiam)
q Colville Valley q  Greater Seattle q Wenatchee
q Deer Park q Southwest-Vancouverq Yakima Valley
q Green River (Auburn/Renton)  Harvey Field (Snohomish)
q Kelso / Longview                               q MEMBER AT LARGE

q Student

23 Reasons to Join the
Washington Pilots Association

1. Search and Rescue team
ready to respond to emergencies
7x24.

2. Newspaper from the state or-
ganization keeping you up to date
and in touch with the aviation world
in Washington State – WINGS.

3. Discount of $10 off the GA
News magazine - keeps you informed
of NW aviation.

4. Discount of 24.5% off the Pi-
lot Getaways magazine - shows you
great flying destinations.

5. Membership includes your
spouse.

6. Great food and snacks at
most monthly chapter meetings.

7. Active advocacy to preserve
our airports and flying freedoms.

8. Educational lectures on fly-
ing and aircraft maintenance.

9. Assistance for new pilots get-
ting started in the wonderful world
of aviation.

10.Safety seminars on a variety
of topics.

11.Toys for Tots with Santa fly-
ing in to participate.

12.Automatic membership in
Washington Air Search and Rescue
(WASAR)

13.Observer training for non-
pilots who want to participate in
Search and Rescue.

14.Advanced training for pilots
who want to participate in Search and
Rescue.

15.Widen your circle of avia-
tion friends: in your community, at
the chapter level, and across the State.

16.Private rustic cabin on Stu-
art Island for exclusive and FREE use
by WPA members.

17.Information available on
State and local legislation affecting
your rights as pilots.

18.Experience the fun of fly-
outs with fellow pilots.

19.Contests to check your
“flour bombing” and landing skills.

20.Unrestricted access to our
800-WPA-FLYS help line.

21.Year-round activities to keep
your interest in flying high.

22.Outstanding lineup of free
guest speakers to both entertain and
educate YOU.

23.Web site to keep you up-to-
date on aviation events and issues in
Washington.

Visit our web site:
www.wpaflys.org to learn more
about the WPA and join the organi-

Make Check Payable to Washington Pilots
Association or complete credit card information:

Address                                                             City/State/Zip

eMail address

Become a member today by completing this form or by using the form on the
WPA website at www.wpaflys.org

down the stream.  The area is catch
and release only using barbless hooks
on flys.  Almost all the Cutthroat
w e r e
in the
12 to
1 4 -
i n c h
range
a n d
bright-
ly col-
ored.
N o t
all the
game
i n
this area are fish however.  There are
plenty of bear—at least we saw plen-
ty of bear scat, and to my utter
amazement, we also had an encoun-
ter with a good size (bigger than old
dobbin) bull moose.
There I was minding my
own business when out
of the corner of my eye
appeared a black, hairy
creature slogging across
the stream as if he owned
the place.  As far as I was
concerned, he did!  We
looked at each other and
I don’t know what he
was thinking, but I was
thinking about how ef-
fective a 9 foot fly rod
was going to be in deter-
ring the charge of a full grown, pissed
off moose. We stared at each other
for a few moments with me hoping
that he really wasn’t mad but just
looked that way.  Then after a leer
or two, he ambled off in quickstep

fashion across the deep, grass-covered
meadow and vanished about as fast
as he appeared.  I had just finished
releasing a fish while standing in the
stream.  To do so, I had to bend over
to gently pick him up and release him.

My digital camera was
hanging down from a
lanyard around my neck
so guess what else got
gently dipped into the
water?  As the bull
moose headed out, I put
the camera to my eye in
anticipation of some re-
ally keen bull moose pic-
tures but to my amaze-
ment, I saw something
resembling ebb tide
while water dribbled

down my front, from the camera of
course, and that is why I can’t pro-
vide you with any pictures of Mr.
Bullmoose.  We didn’t fish much
longer after that episode.   We had

each
caught
more
than
a
h a l f
doz-
e n
o f
nice
s i z e
f i s h
each,
t h e
rocky

stream bottom had tuckered us out
and the sun had dried us out and there
was a voice whispering in our ears—
Beer, Beer, Beer.

Uncle Bob

Continued from page 3Continued from page 3Continued from page 3Continued from page 3Continued from page 3

Cabin Creek

Flying the airplane is more im-
portant than radioing your plight to
a person on the ground incapable of
understanding or doing anything
about it.

When a flight is proceeding in-
credibly well, something was forgot-
ten.

Just remember, if you crash be-
cause of weather, your funeral will
be held on a sunny day.

Advice given to RAF pilots dur-
ing W.W.II. When a prang (crash)
seems inevitable, endeavor to strike
the softest, cheapest object in the vi-
cinity as slowly and gently as possi-
ble.

The Piper Cub is the safest air-
plane in the world; it can just barely
kill you. (Attributed to Max Stanley,
Northrop test pilot)

A pilot who doesn’t have any
fear probably isn’t flying his plane
to its maximum. (Jon McBride, astro-
naut)

If you’re faced with a forced
landing, fly the thing as far into the
crash as possible. (Bob Hoover - re-
nowned aerobatic and test pilot)

If an airplane is still in one piece,
don’t cheat on it, ride the bastard
down. (Ernest K. Gann, author and
aviator)

Never fly in the same cockpit
with someone braver than you.

There is no reason to fly through
a thunderstorm in peacetime. (Sign
over squadron ops desk at Davis-
Monthan AFB, AZ, 1970)

The three best things in life are
a good landing, a good orgasm, and
a good bowel movement. The night

carrier landing is one of the few op-
portunities in life where you get to
experience all three at the same time.
(Author unknown, but someone
who’s been there)

“Now I know what a dog feels
like watching TV” (A DC-9 captain
trainee attempting to check out in the
“glass cockpit” of an A-320)

If something hasn’t broken on
your helicopter, it’s about to.

Basic Flying Rules: Try to stay
in the middle of the air. Do not go
near the edges of it. The edges of the
air can be recognized by the appear-
ance of ground, buildings, sea, trees
and interstellar space. It is much more
difficult to fly there.

You know that your landing gear
is up and locked when it takes full
power to taxi to the terminal.

Never trade luck for skill.

Aviation
Facts & Truisms

Continued from page 2Continued from page 2Continued from page 2Continued from page 2Continued from page 2

Wings on Time
Save us some $$
We receive an average of fifteen

returned issues of Wings with each
mailing.  This costs WPA time and
effort to try and locate the correct
address for each of the returns.  It
also costs us money as the Post Of-
fice charges for each return.  Help us
serve you better by keeping your
address up to date.

If you plan to move, let us
know.  You can do it simply by con-
tacting Patty Wood, by mail, phone
or eMail, at the addresses on page 2.
Give us your new address.  You will
then continue receive your issues of
Wings on time, AND you’ll save us
some money.
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CHAPTER
REPORTS

Presented in the order that  best fits
the layout space available - two re-
ports - easy.

GREATER
SEATTLE

Michelle Condliff, President

SPOKANE
Debbie Dickerson
President-Elect
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Mr. Ernhard Jr.

After a soggy Spring, summer
burst in all its glory. There were the
many fly-ins that attract pilots who
boast about their airplanes, gaze with
envy at other’s planes ,and talk of the
joys and terrors of flight. Summer
fly-ins are part Fourth of July parade,
part grown up show-and-tell, part air
show, part public relations. Many of
our members participated in the Ar-
lington Fly-In, Orcas Fly-In, Wings
Over Republic, Colville Fly-In, and
on and on. One such fly-in occurred
on July 28, the date of our annual
Ellerport picnic, hosted by Duane
and Judy Cocking, at Ellerport Air
Park near Newman Lake. Kids of all
ages enjoyed good food, good music
from our pilot band, The Retro-
grades, great prizes and fun for all.
Tom Morris, one of our WPA chap-
ter members, challenged us that day
to adopt Lower Granite Airport at
Boyer Park. Our responsibilities
would be to help raise funds for re-
sealing or paving the runway and
maintaining the grounds. With the
current statistics of two airport clo-
sures a month across the country, it
feels good to be part of a chapter that
is working on improving and keep-
ing an airport open. whose parents
cannot take care of them. It is always
a highlight of their year and of ours
and this year was no exception. It was
so hot our pilots got some good prac-
tice with density altitude flying in and
out of Cavanaugh Bay, a grass strip
on Pend d’Oreille River. Seven pilots
and over twenty kids enjoyed this day
in the sun complete with a picnic, jet
skiing, canoeing, and swimming.

Blake McKinley hosted our Au-
gust meeting. We met for dinner at
Conley’s Restaurant and then had a
great discussion on flight physiolo-
gy by Roberta Russell, a retired Lt.
Colonel from the Air Force where
she taught flight physiology. She re-
minded us that humans were never
designed to fly so pilots must learn
to adapt to a new environment. We
talked at length about the affects of
altitude and hypoxia.

We received some great nomi-
nees for our first WPA aviation schol-
arships. The winner of our $500.00
Aviation Studies scholarship was our
own, Aaron Hoffman, a 20 year old
student who just finished his second
year at Moody Bible Institute in their
Missionary Aviation program. He
plans to get his BA from Moody in
Aviation Technology which include
an A and P license, private license,
instrument, commercial, and instruc-
tor ratings. His long term goal is to
use his aviation education to serve as
a missionary pilot overseas. Tom Ki-
ernan from Mead, Washington won
our $500.00 Flight Training scholar-
ship. Tom is currently enrolled in the
aviation program at Spokane Falls
Community College. He will trans-
fer to the University of North Da-
kota in December to finish his train-
ing. He already has his private pilot

license and is working on his com-
mercial and instrument ratings and a
multiengine certification. His goal is
to become an airline transport pilot.
We “passed the hat” and also were able
to offer a $300.00 unofficial scholar-
ship to another young man from
Colfax. His name is Jared Segebartt.
He currently has 15 flight hours and
his aviation goals are to get his com-
mercial license to crop dust and to
do mission work in South America.
The future of aviation is bright with
men of this caliber.

At our September meeting we
had a fascinating tour of Rocket En-
gineering. Rocket is the brain child
of Darwin Conrad, who takes good
performing planes and modifies them
into rockets, hence the name. He
started with the Mooney, then the
Malibu and has just unveiled his new-
est project, the twin engine Duke
sporting two high powered turbine
engines.

September 26, was a beautiful,
sunny day for our annual Fall Foli-
age Flight. Pilots and vets from the
VA Hospital had a memorable time.
Mike and Maggie Eller coordinate
this worthwhile event every year.
The flight takes them on a round rob-
in over the Clark River, up to Bon-
ners Ferry, back around to Sandpoint
and back to Felts. The sparkle in the
Vets eyes at the end of the flight
makes it even more special.

Maggie Eller and Janice Renfrow
and I have worked hard putting to-
gether a Pilot Companion Course
that will be held on October 9 and
10 at Felts Field. The course will be
open to all non-pilots. Lisa McCor-
ry, an air traffic controller from Gei-
ger will speak on radio communica-
tions. Sandy Kitcha , a Felts CFI, will
work on understanding the cockpit
instruments, Paul Dickerson will
drill us on chart language, Maggie
Eller will help us understand aerody-
namics and I will fill in the pieces. It
will be a good chance to exchange
ideas on how to share the work load
in the cockpit. We will focus on ra-
dio and navigation skills, pre-flight-
ing, understanding cockpit instru-
ments and basic flying and landing
skills. Sunday afternoon, each partic-
ipant who wants to will be offered a
1 hour flight with a CFI for $50.00.

As the days get shorter and the
air more crisp, we in Eastern Wash-
ington begin looking forward to the
unique challenges and joys of winter
flying with the chance to do more
night flying, the promise of smooth
air, and the splendor of our landscape
covered in a blanket of snow.

The Seattle Chapter wrapped up
the summer with a second work par-
ty at Bandera State Airport.   The
main task was to begin to cut down
the many alders that are growing
along the runway perimeter.  Many
of these trees are leaning towards the
runway and will continue to encroach
as they grow larger.  Dedicated chap-
ter members showed up with chain
saws to take down trees or a lot of
enthusiasm to help haul away the
wood.  Jim Scott of the State Avia-
tion Division rented a chipper, which
helped to effectively disperse the
downed trees and branches (and it

September brought a new meet-
ing location at  Renton Airport for
the Green River Chapter.  We are
now meeting in the Quonset hut
north
o f
t h e
t o w -
er on
t h e
w e s t
s i d e
o f
t h e
f i e l d
f o r
o u r
regu-
l a r
third
F r i -
d a y
o f
t h e
month meeting schedule.  As Boeing
slowly evacuates the field, they leave
a large gap in airport activity there.
It is time for general aviation to stake
a claim on some new territory.  For
Green River Chapter members, it’s
nice to have an airport location for
meetings.

October 2 we had our first
scholarship auction at the Crest
home of the Berkells.  This hangar
party event brought support from
aviation friends and businesses and
even some businesses not involved
with aviation but those interested in
getting in some advertising for their
businesses.

The party was a screaming suc-
cess and it was a shoppers’ paradise
with over 100 items up for grabs.
Amongst the items for sale were dis-
covery flights, bi-annual flight re-
views, gift certificates from your fa-
vorite fly-in restaurants, dinners at
different members’ houses, gift bas-
kets galore, and various airplane ad-
venture rides.  Only two items re-
mained unclaimed at the end of the
evening.

Besides a fun shopping experi-
ence, auction attendees dined on bev-
erages and lip-smacking pot-luck fin-
ger foods.  A visit from state presi-
dent Kirk Kleinholtz made it a real
WPA event!

Our scholarship fund received a
big boost from this event, raising
$3,000, and we would like to extend
a big thank you  to our friends, neigh-
bors, and  the businesses that support-
ed us.  Galvin Flying, Crest Air Park,
Auburn Flight, the Shoe Forest in
Auburn, Silver Cloud Inn of Red-
mond, Outback Steakhouse of Red-
mond, Hangar Inn Restaurant, Spen-
cer Aircraft, and more…

Scholarships will be awarded to
two lucky student pilots in the spring
of 2005 and are available to students
working on their private pilots licens-

was kind of fun to feed!).   We only
managed to clear a fraction of the
runway, and expect that we’ll have
future work parties next spring to
continue the clearing.  Any extra
hands would be much appreciated, as
the job in front of us is still large.   We
guarantee a great lunch in return for
you help!

GREEN RIVER
Lynn Bekell, President

What’s Up at GRC?

es and who have soloed.  Applications
for scholarships will become available
by February 2005 in time for the avi-
ation trade show.

both sides of this particular fence.
For example, a case could be made
that a crowd of 10,000 or more in
place just a few days per year would
present less of a statistical safety risk
than the permanent existence of low-
density residential or even light in-
dustrial development in the same lo-
cation as proposed for the NASCAR
facility.  You see…already many of
you are prepared to rap me on the
head and ask, “How could you even
utter such nonsense?”  I am not ad-
vocating a particular view here.  Rath-
er, I am simply illustrating that this
will be a complex issue demanding
complex and thoughtful consider-
ation.

Ultimately, I believe WPA must
take an official stand on this critical
issue, and I will be seeking input from
our membership and chapter leaders
in coming weeks and months in for-
mulating our organization’s official
position on the matter. WPA mem-
bers should become informed about
the NASCAR proposal, and we must
prepare our organization to act in a
coordinated and cohesive manner on
an issue of key importance to avia-
tion in Washington.

August 6, 2004.  The Whatcom
County Sheriff’s Office responded to
a report of suspicious persons at Bell-
ingham Aviations Services (BAS), lo-
cated at the general aviation terminal

o f
B e l l -
i n g -
h a m
Inter-
n a -
tional
A i r -
p o r t .
T h e
c a l l
w a s
m a d e
b y
J i m
H a m -
monds,
a flight
i n -
struc-

tor for BAS, following an unusual in-
teraction with two men; an interac-
tion which made him and manager,
Jeff Geer, feel uneasy. A report of
the incident describes two suspicious
gentlemen, appearing to be of East In-
dian decent and demonstrating a very
basic knowledge of aviation, inquir-
ing about flying lessons. They also
asked several questions about renting
a helicopter or a plane, offering that

BELLINGHAM
Vigilance Counts!

Ann P. Killian, Deputy Federal
Security Director, BLI Transporta-
tion Security Administration
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WPA Board Meeting
August 28, 2004, Republic, Washington

The meeting was called to order by President Kirk Kleinholz at 1:00pm.
Attendance was in person and via conference call.  The following officers,
directors, and Chapters representatives were present or absent as indicated:

Present:  President, Vice President East, Vice President West, Sec-
retary, Treasurer, Director - Legislative Affairs, Director - Airports, Direc-
tor - Search & Rescue, Director - membership, Director - unassigned, Deer
Park, Greater Seattle, Green River, Okanogan County, Paine Field, Spo-
kane.

Absent:  Director - Safety & Edication, Anacortes, Harvey Field,
Colville, Valley, North Sound, Southwest, Twin Harbors, Wenatchee, Yaki-
ma Valley

Treasurer’s Report:
$24,600 in Money Market fund, $500 in checking account.  Also

$13,300 in airport fund.  Total $38,000+.
Income Statement: Dues down $903 from last year
General Membership down $1,526, may be impacted by credit card fees
Corporate Memberships +$500
Wings Advertising down a little over $1,000 vs. last year.
Total income down $2,300, expenses down $1,000, primarily from

membership supplies.
Overall income down $1,300
Full written report to follow.

The minutes of the last board meeting were corrected to reflect the atten-
dance of Tom Nesko and Gary Evans.  A motion was made by John Dobson to
approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded by Jerry Blanchard
and carried unanimously.

President’s report:  Tree weeks ago Kirk met informally with Scott Gard-
ner and Scott’s boss Samuel Aaron.  The purpose of the meeting was to foster
our relationship with the FAA and the FSDO.  Discussion was held at length
about Bangor.  The FAA’s position is that they are resigned to the Navy getting
some kind of restricted area.  Scott notes that if it’s a prohibited area, the chance
of people drifting in will be reduced, compared to a voluntary no fly area (NSA)

· Regarding the docket issue for the Bangor prohibited area, WPA was
moderately successful in getting the ball rolling on the public comment process,
but Kirk feels the attempt could have been better if we had an email list.  We
eventually had over 500 comments as a result of AOPA emailing directly to its
membership in WA and OR.

· Jack McGoldrick asked Mike Ferguson, AOPA Northwest Regional
Rep. who was present at the meeting, if he knows or can check with AOPA to
see if Navy is requesting the prohibited area because it qualities them for addi-
tional funds from Department of Homeland Security.  Mike agreed to follow
up with Kirk.

· President Kirk is continuing outreach to other aviation organizations in
an effort to build and maintain better relationships.

·
Director Reports:

Safety and Education: Al Hunter was not in attendance (He is actively
involved in planning and conducting the upcoming Mountain Flying Semi-
nar).  Tom Jensen asked if another chapter would like to volunteer to serve
the breakfast since the EAA won’t be doing it this year, or to assist with
other tasks.

Airports: Tom Jensen inquired about a wind sock for Republic.  It was
reported that the County bought a new wind sock.  Tom hasn’t heard any-
thing about the runway closing at The Dalles; but if they change it to a
taxiway, it’ll be eligible for airport improvement funds.  Nobody has had
the time/ability to write a grant, but if one were done, maybe they could get
money.  Mike Ferguson of AOPA says there’s an AOPA airport rep at The
Dalles, and Mike agreed to ask the ASN volunteer for a status report.  AOPA
has asked the FAA to ask the airport to provide an updated wind study to
see if it’s appropriate to eliminate the runway.

Legislation: Jack McGoldrick reported that he has sent emails to US
representative Larson and Senator Murray requesting them to get involved
in the Bangor problem.  Jack has also compiled a list of all the aviation
organizations in the state, which he forwarded to Kirk.  Patty will eventual-
ly add those contacts to our mailing list for future contact.

Search and Rescue:  Tom Nesko reported about the recent crash in
the Kelso area.  The system was activated and worked very well.  He also
reported on the new ELT specifications: 406 MHz data burst once every 55
seconds and a 121.5 homing signal; the satellites will no longer home on the
121.5, but on the 406 MHz signal.  That will put more onus on the pilots to
register their new ELTs effectively.  Jim Smith reiterates that the new bea-
con will only be as reliable as the data itself.  Kirk will contact Tom Peterson
of the Aviation Division to get explanatory CDs into everybody chapter’s
hands.

Membership: Joe Bryant was not in attendance.  Tom Jensen reported
we have recently received 3 renewals and 5 new memberships, for a total of
928 active paid members and 1,367 members registered in our database.

Director At Large:  Jim Smith corrected the agenda to reflect that his
position is technically an “at large” position until a change may be made to

the by-laws further defining his position.  He separately serves at the Presi-
dent’s request as parliamentarian.

An off agenda report was made regarding GPS approaches to Boeing
Field.

Old Business:
· Web site: Kirk wants to maximize the web site use.  The webmaster did

not join the conference call.
· Membership Brochures:  John Dobson presented samples of a new bro-

chure layout.  He is trying to make a universal membership application for State
and all chapters; trying to give each chapter its own identity and look while
maintaining overall consistent content.  The samples were based on the former 3-
fold pamphlet we were using with corrections, but with each front flap custom-
ized for the individual chapter and for the state.  Ultimate plan is to try to arrive
at a universal dues structure.  The plan is to have universal first-year dues with
adjustments per chapter for renewals.  John will send copies to individual chap-
ters for their comments.

· Kirk feels it would be worth doing a higher-quality piece and wants the
board to consider spending the money to have a higher-quality piece; feels the
organization has the funds to do it.

· John Dobson reminds that there’s also a single-sheet application to avoid
wasting the expensive brochures when unnecessary.

· John Townsley objects slightly to one-fits-all dues structure because the
need for funds and the pilot populations served differ considerably by chapter.

· Badges using the state logo were also presented and discussed.
· Kirk will secure brochures for the state by Sept. 24, 2004, to be on hand

for the Mountain Flying Clinic.
· By –Laws Review/Update:  Jim Smith, John Dobson and Al Banholzer

will meet after the board meeting.

New Business:
· Conference Calling for Board Meeting:  A discussion was held re-

garding whether conference calling is an effective tool for conducting board
meetings.  Response was roughly split 50/50-pro & con.  It was generally
agreed we need better participation from Chapters in BOD meetings.  Most
of those participating by phone thought conference calling is a good idea;
many of those present had reservations.  The major problem with the meth-
od was poor connection and poor speaker fidelity.  Many persons present
had difficulty understanding phone participant comments.  Conversely, some
comments from phone-in participants indicated difficulty hearing those phys-
ically present in Republic.  The phone was a low end, motel provided phone.
John Townsley suggested obtaining a high end conference call phone de-
signed specifically for phone conference calls.  It was agreed to borrow a
conference call phone for future meetings.  John Townsley also suggested
people should attempt to call in on a land line.  His experience with confer-
ence calls (he uses the technique often) is that cell phones often have a lot of
static and background noise that degrades conference line quality for all par-
ticipants (regardless of whether the others are calling in with landlines, or
present in the host phone location).

· Participation by Board Members:  Kirk stated that we need to fill
the board positions if they are vacant or inactive, and we need to vacate positions
whose holders are consistently not active.

· Owner-maintenance seminar:  Paine Field has a member who has creat-
ed a packaged maintenance seminar. It is in powerpoint format and can be deliv-
ered by non-IA. Might also be done by Volunteer mechanics.  It might be neces-
sary to have chapters who are interested in the program have one or two mem-
bers come to a location to be ‘trained’ to deliver it.  Kirk will send letters out to
all the chapters inquiring which might be interested in receiving the seminars.

· Jackpot, Nevada: Paine Chapter would like to make their annual Fly-
out to Jackpot a State event.

· Kirk says the website is a high-priority item; the website is a cost-effec-
tive way to maintain our communication, and he has asked a group to work
with him on upgrading the website.  AOPA has a lot of success reaching their
membership with their ePilot newsletter.  Kirk feels the way to do it is to have a
members-only secure access etc. with self-updates of members’ profiles, etc.  Kirk
wants each chapter to have somebody designated as a website contributor.

· Web site new posting:  We can now put up news articles on website. At
this point only two persons (Kirk & Rick) have privileges to post information.
Kirk would like to see us maintain the website with fresh material available
frequently.  Kirk suggests that one person from each Chapter be authorized to
post material.  He said that he or web master Rick would review any material
submitted for posting prior to it actually appearing on the website.  Software
used is NewsManager.  The software was purchased soon after the February
elections.  Volunteers to help with posting material should contact Kirk.

Chapter Reports:
••••• Seattle:  Michelle Condliff spoke in in reply to Jack McGoldrick’s

question about BFI and the noise committee.  She doesn’t have any
information about the GPS approach.  The Fly Quiet Program has
finalized a brochure; Sharon Parker is working on publicity, getting the
message out to the surrounding community and BFI tenants.  They’re
still working at redefining how the Vashon departure works.   Jack
McGoldrick added that they’re proposing a GPS approach over Elliott
Bay to avoid noise sensitive areas.  FAA is currently in the final process
to put that approach in place; it pretty much follows the Harbor
Approach currently in place.
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This list of aviation related events occurring in our area is a service to our members.   Obviously, these events are not sanctioned or promoted by WPA, but are provided to
you as an aid in identifying flying events in which you may want to participate.   We try to make sure the information is up-to-date and correct.   However, there is always the chance
that situations change at the last minute.   Therefore, before you head out, we strongly recommend that you check with the person listed with each event to insure the event is still
scheduled.

There are just too many great activities that are held every year that we only hear about after the event.   WINGS wants to correct this situation by trying to list all of the flying
events within the state or surrounding area.   This can only be done with the help of you, our Chapters, and our other members sending in news of events in your area.   Please email
all information concerning events to events@wpaflys.org or call or fax the news to (425) 228-6330.   Help us make this Calendar in Wings a very useful item - send in the events!

Calendar of Events
Al Banholzer Green River Chapter

WPA Wings Deadlines
for 2004 and early ’05

Thursdays
Nov 25th, Jan 27th, March 31st

Submission information
- see p2.

NOVEMBER
6 WPA State Board of Directors Meeting,

Vancouver - Kirk Kleinholz, 425-745-8984
6 Twin Oaks Airpark, Hillsboro, OR, Fly-

in Breakfast - EAA #105, 503-646-8763
6 Hanger 15 monthly Weenie Burn and

Open House, Bellingham, 11:00-14:00, 360-671-2250
6 Veteran’s Hangar Dance at Pearson Avia-

tion Museum - 360-694-7026
6-7WSDOT  CFI Revalidation Clinic, Ever-

ett - register 800-552-0666

OCTOBER
21-23 AOPA Expo 2004, Palm Springs,

CA - 301-695-2000
22 Safety Breakfast at Port Angeles 08:30 (CC)

- Steve, 360-452-6601
27 Wings Program, Clover Park College,

Thun Field, 7:00pm - Scott Gardiner, 425-227-2880
28 Wings Program, Museum of Flight, 7:00pm

- Scott Gardiner, 425-227-2880
30 Pilot Safety Seminar, Regal Air, Paine

Field, 10:00-12:00 - 800-337-0345

12 Safety Breakfast at Port Angeles 08:30
(CC) - Steve, 360-452-6601

20 Pilot Safety Seminar, Regal Air, Paine
Field, 10:00-12:00 - 800-337-0345

26 Safety Breakfast at Port Angeles 08:30
(CC) - Steve,360-452-6601
DECEMBER

4 Twin Oaks Airpark, Hillsboro, OR, Fly-
in Breakfast - EAA #105, 503-646-8763

4 Hanger 15 monthly Weenie Burn and
Open House, Bellingham, 11:00-14:00, 360-671-
2250

· O k a n o g a n :
John Townsley noted
that the Okanogan
chapter is pretty rural
and has a large number
of members without
internet access, etc.
The posture of the
FAA flight stations in
relying on the web in
reducing other services
is badly impacting ru-
ral areas.  They also
have problems getting
information on TFR’s
because the FAA TFR information is very slow
and difficult to find, and is very inaccurate and
frequently out of date, especially not tracking air
show and fire TFRs.  The Okanogan chapter feels
WPA needs to get active in promoting the FAA
to cease limiting services and to get on board tech-
nologically with TFR and other information dis-
semination.

· Paine Field: John Dobson announced an
annual chapter activities planning session at his
house on 09 October.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:43pm by
WPA President Kirk Kleinholz.

Respectfully submitted
Arthur Berkell
Secretary
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Board
Meeting
Minutesthey intended to fly to a private residence in Bakers-

field, California. Upon observing the sheriff’s dep-
uty approach BAS, the two men quickly departed
in their vehicle. From vehicle registration records,
the identity of the driver was determined. Follow-
ing their phone call to the sheriff’s office, Mr. Geer
and Mr. Hammonds contacted the Federal Bureau
of Investigation to report the situation. The mat-
ter has been investigated by the FBI and will re-
main on file. I am writing about this incident be-
cause it is an outstanding example of excellent intu-
ition, quick thought, and a perfect response. NSC
NEWS Page 4 Tieton State (4S6) is the highest air-
port in Washington State. elev. 2961' Even though,
and perhaps because, our airport is a small and com-
fortable community, it is important for us to re-
main diligent in safeguarding our aviation assets and
services. It is a fact general aviation continues to be
an area of interest to extremist groups, due in part
to its lower level of security as compared with civil
aviation and commercial aircraft. Terrorist groups
continue to pursue a range of targets, tactics, and
capabilities to accomplish their mission. Of the 19
hijackers on 9/11, at least 7 had pilot’s licenses or
flight training; and at least 14 clustered around avi-
ations schools and small municipal/ general avia-
tion airports. Airport security is everyone’s respon-
sibility – information today may prevent or deter
an incident tomorrow. A Great Big Thank You to
BAS’s Jim Hammond and Jeff Geer for acting
swiftly and vigilantly to keep our airport safe! As a
final note, please remember to report any suspi-
cious activity in or around your airport. In addi-
tion to notifying you local law enforcement office,
you can reach the FBI’s regional office at 206-622-
0460; and myself at 360-303-3330. ANN P. KIL-
LIAN Deputy Federal Security Director, BLI
Transportation Security Administration

BELLINGHAM
Vigilance Counts!
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